lord be glorified mark hayes

lord be glorified mark hayes is a cherished hymn arrangement by the renowned
composer and arranger Mark Hayes. This piece has become a staple in many church
worship services and choir repertoires, admired for its stirring harmonies and heartfelt
expression. The arrangement showcases Hayes' distinctive ability to blend traditional
hymnody with contemporary choral techniques, creating a powerful musical experience
that uplifts congregations. Throughout this article, the focus will be on the background,
musical characteristics, performance considerations, and the impact of "Lord Be Glorified"
as arranged by Mark Hayes. Understanding these aspects provides valuable insight into
why this arrangement remains popular among church musicians and worship leaders. The
article also explores tips for choirs preparing this piece and its place within the broader
context of sacred music. Below is an overview of the main sections that will be covered.

e Background of "Lord Be Glorified" and Mark Hayes

Musical Characteristics of Mark Hayes’ Arrangement

Performance Considerations for Choirs and Worship Teams

Impact and Reception in Contemporary Worship

Background of "Lord Be Glorified" and Mark
Hayes

The hymn "Lord Be Glorified" was originally written by Bob Kilpatrick in 1978 and has
since been embraced worldwide as a song of dedication and humility. Mark Hayes, an
esteemed composer and arranger known for his extensive contributions to sacred and
choral music, created a distinctive arrangement of this hymn that highlights its message
through innovative harmonies and dynamic choral writing. His version is widely performed
by church choirs and vocal ensembles, reflecting his reputation for making traditional
hymns accessible and inspiring to modern audiences.

About Mark Hayes

Mark Hayes is a prolific American composer, conductor, and arranger specializing in
sacred music. With a career spanning several decades, Hayes has published numerous
works that are celebrated for their musicality and spiritual depth. His expertise in choral
arranging, piano accompaniment, and vocal techniques has made him a sought-after
figure in church music circles. Hayes’ arrangements often feature rich textures and
expressive phrasing, qualities that are evident in his rendition of "Lord Be Glorified."



Origin of "Lord Be Glorified"

The original hymn "Lord Be Glorified" was penned as a prayer for God’s glory to be the
central focus of all worship and service. Its simple yet profound lyrics have made it a
favorite for congregational singing. Mark Hayes’ arrangement enhances the hymn’s
emotional impact by adding choral depth, making it suitable for both small ensembles and
larger choirs.

Musical Characteristics of Mark Hayes'’
Arrangement

Mark Hayes’ arrangement of "Lord Be Glorified" is characterized by its rich harmonic
language, thoughtful dynamics, and expressive phrasing. The piece is designed to be
accessible for church choirs while still offering musical interest and depth. Hayes
incorporates both traditional hymn style and contemporary choral techniques, creating an
arrangement that resonates with a wide range of performers and listeners.

Harmony and Voice Leading

The arrangement features lush harmonies that emphasize the hymn’s solemn and reverent
mood. Hayes employs careful voice leading to ensure smooth transitions between chords,
which supports the lyrical content and enhances congregational participation. The
harmonic progressions are crafted to highlight key moments in the text, underscoring the
spiritual message of glorifying the Lord.

Rhythmic and Dynamic Elements

Rhythmically, the arrangement maintains a steady tempo with subtle variations to bring
out emotional nuances. Dynamic markings guide the choir to express the text with
sensitivity, ranging from soft, introspective passages to fuller, more triumphant sections.
This dynamic contrast adds dramatic interest and helps maintain listener engagement
throughout the performance.

Accompaniment and Texture

The piano accompaniment in Hayes’ arrangement is both supportive and complementary,
providing harmonic foundation and rhythmic drive without overpowering the vocal lines.
The texture shifts from homophonic singing to more intricate polyphony, offering variety
and highlighting different parts of the choir. These textural changes contribute to the
overall impact and beauty of the piece.



Performance Considerations for Choirs and
Worship Teams

When preparing Mark Hayes’ arrangement of "Lord Be Glorified," choirs and worship
teams should consider several factors to maximize the effectiveness of their performance.
Attention to vocal blending, dynamic control, and textual clarity is essential to convey the
hymn’s spiritual message fully.

Vocal Technique and Blend

Achieving a balanced vocal blend is crucial, especially as Hayes’ arrangement often
requires smooth harmonic transitions and sustained phrases. Choir members should focus
on consistent vowel shapes and controlled breath support to maintain uniformity across
voice parts. This approach enhances the overall sound quality and ensures the lyrics are
intelligible.

Expressive Interpretation

Directing attention to the dynamic markings and phrasing indicated in the score helps
bring out the emotional depth of the hymn. Conductors should encourage singers to
connect with the text, emphasizing the prayerful nature of the song. Slight tempo
adjustments and rubato may be used judiciously to highlight important lyrical moments.

Practical Tips for Worship Settings

Given its popularity in church services, this arrangement is adaptable to various worship
contexts. The following list outlines practical tips for successful integration:

e Rehearse the piano accompaniment alongside the choir to ensure coordination.

e Use clear enunciation to make the hymn’s message accessible to the congregation.
e Consider the acoustics of the worship space when balancing volume levels.

e Engage the congregation by inviting them to join in the refrain or key phrases.

e Plan for a gradual build-up in dynamics to create a powerful climax.



Impact and Reception in Contemporary Worship

Mark Hayes’ arrangement of "Lord Be Glorified" has had a significant impact on
contemporary Christian worship music. It bridges the gap between traditional hymnody
and modern choral expression, making it relevant to diverse worship communities. Its
widespread use in church choirs, vocal ensembles, and worship teams attests to its
enduring appeal.

Popularity in Church Music Repertoires

The arrangement is frequently included in hymnals and choral collections, reflecting its
acceptance by music directors and worship leaders. Its accessibility for varying choir sizes
and musical abilities makes it a versatile choice for weekly services, special occasions, and
concert settings. Many musicians appreciate how the piece encourages both musical
excellence and spiritual reflection.

Influence on Sacred Music Arrangements

Mark Hayes’ work on "Lord Be Glorified" exemplifies a trend toward revitalizing classic
hymns with fresh musical interpretations. This approach has influenced other arrangers
and composers to explore similar adaptations, enriching the repertoire of sacred music.
Hayes’ balance of tradition and innovation serves as a model for creating meaningful
worship experiences through music.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mark Hayes in relation to the song 'Lord, Be
Glorified'?

Mark Hayes is an arranger and composer known for his choral and piano arrangements,
including a popular arrangement of the hymn 'Lord, Be Glorified.'

What is the significance of the song 'Lord, Be Glorified'
arranged by Mark Hayes?

The song 'Lord, Be Glorified' arranged by Mark Hayes is a well-loved worship piece used
in church services to emphasize glorifying God in all aspects of life.

Where can I find sheet music for 'Lord, Be Glorified'



arranged by Mark Hayes?

Sheet music for 'Lord, Be Glorified' arranged by Mark Hayes is available on music
publisher websites such as Hal Leonard, as well as on online sheet music retailers.

What style or genre does Mark Hayes' arrangement of
'Lord, Be Glorified' belong to?

Mark Hayes' arrangement of 'Lord, Be Glorified' is typically classified under contemporary
Christian or sacred choral music, featuring accessible piano accompaniment and vocal
harmonies.

Can 'Lord, Be Glorified' arranged by Mark Hayes be
performed by choirs of all skill levels?

Yes, Mark Hayes' arrangement of 'Lord, Be Glorified' is designed to be accessible to choirs
of varying skill levels, making it suitable for both beginner and experienced church choirs.

How does Mark Hayes' arrangement of 'Lord, Be
Glorified' differ from the original hymn?

Mark Hayes' arrangement adds contemporary harmonies, dynamic piano accompaniment,
and sometimes additional vocal parts, enhancing the original hymn while maintaining its
message and melody.

Additional Resources

1. Lord, Be Glorified: Piano Solos for Worship

This collection features beautiful piano arrangements by Mark Hayes that are perfect for
worship settings. The pieces are designed to inspire both musicians and congregations,
emphasizing heartfelt praise and adoration. Each solo captures the essence of glorifying
the Lord through music, making it an excellent resource for church pianists.

2. Mark Hayes: Sacred Solos for the Intermediate Pianist

In this book, Mark Hayes presents a range of sacred piano solos that balance technical
challenge with expressive worship. The arrangements are ideal for intermediate-level
pianists seeking to deepen their musical and spiritual experience. The book includes a
variety of hymns and contemporary worship pieces arranged in Hayes’ signature style.

3. Worship in the Spirit: Arrangements by Mark Hayes

This collection offers piano arrangements that encourage worship and reflection, blending
traditional hymns with modern worship tunes. Mark Hayes’ arrangements are known for
their rich harmonies and accessible playing level. The book is suitable for church
musicians looking to lead congregational worship through compelling piano music.

4. The Best of Mark Hayes: Hymn Arrangements for Piano
A compilation of Mark Hayes’ most beloved hymn arrangements, this book is a treasure



for pianists who enjoy classic sacred music with a fresh touch. The arrangements maintain
the reverence of the original hymns while incorporating contemporary harmonies. Perfect
for both personal devotion and church performance.

5. Mark Hayes: Celebrate Christmas with Sacred Solos

This festive collection features Christmas-themed piano solos arranged by Mark Hayes
that bring the holiday spirit into worship. The pieces are richly melodic and harmonically
engaging, ideal for intermediate pianists. It’s a wonderful addition to any holiday music
library, perfect for concerts, church services, or personal enjoyment.

6. Lord, Be Glorified: Vocal Solos and Duets

Expanding beyond piano solos, this book includes vocal arrangements with piano
accompaniment by Mark Hayes. The selections emphasize worship and praise, suitable for
church choirs, soloists, and duets. Each piece is crafted to uplift and inspire, making it a
valuable resource for vocalists in worship settings.

7. Mark Hayes: Classic Christian Piano Solos

A collection of timeless Christian songs arranged by Mark Hayes for piano, blending
traditional and contemporary styles. The book caters to intermediate pianists and features
pieces that are both musically satisfying and spiritually uplifting. It’s an excellent source
for church musicians and piano enthusiasts alike.

8. Lord, Be Glorified: Instrumental Praise and Worship

This instrumental collection includes arrangements by Mark Hayes designed for various
instruments, including piano, flute, and violin. The music is crafted to enhance worship
experiences with its melodic beauty and expressive depth. Suitable for church ensembles
and solo instrumentalists seeking inspiring repertoire.

9. Mark Hayes: Hymns for the Church Pianist

Focused on hymn arrangements, this book provides easy-to-play yet elegant piano versions
by Mark Hayes. The selections are perfect for church pianists looking to accompany
congregational singing or perform solo during worship. The arrangements capture the
spirit of traditional hymns with a fresh and engaging approach.
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