looks that kill guitar tab

looks that kill guitar tab is a popular search term among guitar enthusiasts
and fans of classic rock music. This article offers an in-depth exploration
of the song "Looks That Kill" by Motley Crue, focusing on the guitar tab that
captures its iconic riffs and solos. Understanding the guitar tab for this
track is essential for guitar players aiming to replicate the powerful sound
and energy that define the song. The guide covers the song’s structure, key
techniques, tuning, and tips to master the tab efficiently. Additionally, it
highlights the historical context of the track and its significance in the
glam metal genre. Whether a beginner or an experienced guitarist, this
comprehensive resource will enhance your ability to play "Looks That Kill"
authentically and confidently. Below is a table of contents outlining the
main sections of this article.
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Overview of "Looks That Kill"

"Looks That Kill" is one of Motley Crie's most recognizable songs, released
in 1983 as part of their album "Shout at the Devil." The song features
aggressive guitar riffs and dynamic solos that exemplify the glam metal style
of the early 1980s. Guitarists often seek out the looks that kill guitar tab
to capture the essence of the song’s driving rhythm and melodic lead parts.
Understanding the song’s background and arrangement provides valuable context
for interpreting the tab accurately.

Historical Context and Influence

The track "Looks That Kill" emerged during a period when heavy metal and hard
rock were evolving rapidly. Motley Crie’s signature sound combined flashy
guitar work with theatrical stage presence, influencing countless musicians.
The guitar tab reflects this style with its combination of power chords, fast
alternate picking, and intricate soloing. Mastering the tab allows players to



connect with this era of rock history and appreciate the technical skill
involved.

Song Structure

The song follows a classic verse-chorus-verse structure, punctuated by an
instrumental solo section. The looks that kill guitar tab highlights the
changes in rhythm and lead guitar parts throughout these sections.
Recognizing the structural flow of the song helps guitarists anticipate chord
changes and solo phrasing, enhancing overall performance accuracy.

Understanding the Guitar Tab

Guitar tablature is a notation system that indicates finger placement on the
fretboard rather than traditional musical notes. The looks that kill guitar
tab provides a detailed guide for replicating the riffs, chords, and solos
played in the original recording. Familiarity with reading tabs is essential
for following this instruction format effectively.

Tab Notation Basics

Guitar tabs consist of six horizontal lines representing the strings of the
guitar, with numbers indicating frets to be played. The looks that kill
guitar tab typically includes timing indicators and symbols for techniques
like bends, slides, and palm muting. Understanding these symbols allows
guitarists to reproduce the nuances of the song’s guitar parts.

Interpreting the Tab for Rhythm and Lead Parts

The song features both rhythm guitar sections and lead guitar solos. The
rhythm parts mainly involve power chords and palm-muted riffs, while the lead
parts require precise finger positioning and speed. The looks that kill
guitar tab breaks these down separately, making it easier to focus on each
component before integrating them into a full performance.

Techniques Used in "Looks That Kill"

The guitar work in "Looks That Kill" incorporates several essential
techniques that contribute to its signature sound. Mastering these methods is
crucial for accurately executing the looks that kill guitar tab and achieving
the desired tonal effect.



Power Chords

Power chords form the backbone of the rhythm sections in the song. These
chords involve playing the root note and the fifth, creating a strong and
punchy sound. Proper muting and palm damping are important to maintain
clarity and aggression in these chords.

Bends and Vibrato

Lead sections often use string bends and vibrato to add expressiveness to the
solos. The looks that kill guitar tab includes notation for these techniques,
which require controlled finger strength and wrist movement to execute
cleanly.

Alternate Picking and Palm Muting

Fast alternate picking is used to articulate rapid note sequences, while palm
muting adds rhythmic texture to the riffs. These techniques work together to
create the driving energy typical of Motley Crie’s guitar style. Practicing
these methods gradually improves speed and precision.

Tuning and Equipment Recommendations

Correct tuning and gear setup are vital for replicating the sound captured in
the looks that kill guitar tab. The song uses standard tuning with some
variations in amplification and effects to achieve its characteristic tone.

Recommended Guitar Tuning

"Looks That Kill" is typically played in standard E A D G B e tuning. This
tuning allows for the correct fingerings and voicings as indicated in the
guitar tab. Ensuring the guitar is properly tuned before practice sessions is
essential for playing the song accurately.

Amplifier and Effects Settings

To emulate the original guitar tone, use a high-gain amplifier setting with
moderate distortion. Adding reverb and slight delay effects can also help
recreate the atmospheric sound. The use of a wah pedal during solos is common
in performances, adding dynamic expression to lead parts.



Step-by-Step Breakdown of Key Riffs

Breaking down the main riffs from the looks that kill guitar tab allows
guitarists to focus on mastering each part before combining them into the
full song. This section outlines the essential riffs and provides tips for
playing them accurately.

Main Intro Riff

The iconic opening riff is based on a series of power chords with palm-muted
notes in between. This riff sets the tone for the entire track and requires
tight rhythmic control. Practicing slowly with a metronome helps build the
necessary timing and coordination.

Verse and Chorus Riffs

The verse combines chugging power chords and syncopated rhythms, while the
chorus shifts to more open chord voicings and melodic phrases. The looks that
kill guitar tab clearly delineates these changes, making it easier to
navigate the transitions.

Solo Section

The solo features fast runs, string bends, and vibrato, demanding precise
finger placement and speed. Isolating smaller segments of the solo for
repetitive practice improves muscle memory and overall execution.

Practice Tips for Mastering the Song

Effective practice strategies are essential for mastering the looks that kill
guitar tab, especially for complex riffs and solos. This section offers
practical advice to enhance learning and performance.

Start Slow: Begin by playing riffs at a reduced tempo to ensure accuracy
before gradually increasing speed.

e Use a Metronome: Maintain consistent timing by practicing with a
metronome, especially for tricky rhythmic sections.

e Focus on Problem Areas: Identify difficult parts of the tab and isolate
them for targeted practice.

e Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice sessions helps
identify areas for improvement.



e Consistent Practice: Regular, focused practice sessions yield better
results than infrequent, lengthy ones.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difficulty level of the 'Looks That
Kill' guitar tab by Motley Criie?

The 'Looks That Kill' guitar tab is generally considered intermediate in
difficulty, featuring power chords and some solo sections that require
moderate skill.

Where can I find accurate 'Looks That Kill' guitar
tabs online?

Accurate 'Looks That Kill' guitar tabs can be found on reputable guitar tab
websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official band or artist pages.

Does the 'Looks That Kill' guitar tab include the
solo section?

Yes, comprehensive 'Looks That Kill' guitar tabs usually include the solo
section, detailing the lead guitar parts played by Mick Mars.

What tuning is used for 'Looks That Kill' by Motley
Crie?

The song 'Looks That Kill' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B
e).

Can beginners learn 'Looks That Kill' using guitar
tabs?

Beginners can attempt 'Looks That Kill' using guitar tabs, but some parts may
be challenging; it's recommended to start with simplified versions or
practice specific sections gradually.

Are there any video tutorials that complement the
'Looks That Kill' guitar tab?

Yes, many guitar instructors have created video tutorials on platforms like
YouTube that walk through 'Looks That Kill' using tabs, which can be very
helpful for learning the song.



Additional Resources

1. Looks That Kill Guitar Tab: Ultimate Guide for Beginners

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to playing "Looks That Kill" by
Motley Crie. It includes detailed tablature, chord breakdowns, and step-by-
step instructions to help beginners master the riffs and solos. The guide
also features tips on tone settings and playing techniques specific to the
song.

2. Mastering 80s Metal Guitar: Looks That Kill Edition

Focused on the iconic 80s metal sound, this book dives deep into the guitar
work behind "Looks That Kill." It provides advanced guitar tabs along with
insights into Eddie Van Halen-style techniques and classic metal guitar
effects. Players will learn how to capture the energy and style of the era
through this detailed transcription.

3. Looks That Kill: Guitar Tab and Solo Analysis

This book breaks down the guitar solos and riffs of "Looks That Kill" with
precise tablature and in-depth analysis. It explains the theory behind the
solos, including scales, phrasing, and articulation, making it ideal for
intermediate and advanced guitarists. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of the song’s musical structure.

4. The Art of 80s Metal Guitar: Featuring Looks That Kill

A celebration of 80s metal guitar playing, this book features "Looks That
Kill" among other classic tracks. It includes guitar tabs, playing tips, and
historical context about the genre and band. It’'s perfect for players who
want to explore the stylistic nuances of 80s metal guitar.

5. Looks That Kill Guitar Tab Collection: Riffs and Rhythms

This collection focuses on the powerful riffs and rhythms that define "Looks
That Kill." With clear tablature and rhythm notation, the book helps
guitarists master timing and groove. Additional exercises are provided to
build speed and precision in playing fast metal riffs.

6. Electric Metal Guitar Techniques: Looks That Kill Tutorial

This instructional book emphasizes the electric guitar techniques used in
"Looks That Kill," such as palm muting, alternate picking, and vibrato. It
includes tab examples and practice routines designed to build technical
skills. The tutorial approach makes it accessible for guitarists aiming to
improve their metal playing.

7. Looks That Kill: Complete Guitar Tab and Backing Tracks

Alongside detailed tablature, this book offers downloadable backing tracks to
play along with. It’'’s ideal for guitarists who want to rehearse the song in a
band-like setting. The book also includes tips on gear and tone to replicate
the original sound authentically.

8. Metal Guitar Legends: Motley Crie’s Looks That Kill
This biography-style book explores the making of "Looks That Kill," featuring
interviews with band members and guitarists. It contains exclusive guitar



tabs and anecdotes about the song’s recording process. Fans of Motley Crie
will appreciate the blend of history and technical detail.

9. Speed and Precision: Playing Looks That Kill Guitar Solos

Focused on the challenging solos in "Looks That Kill," this book helps
guitarists develop speed and accuracy. It breaks down the solos into
manageable sections with detailed tabs and practice tips. Exercises on finger
dexterity and picking techniques are included to help players reach
performance level.
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