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literary devices in educated by tara westover play a crucial role in shaping the
narrative and deepening the reader’s understanding of the memoir. Tara Westover’s
"Educated" is a powerful account of her journey from a strict, isolated upbringing in rural
Idaho to earning a PhD from Cambridge University. Throughout the memoir, Westover
employs a variety of literary devices to convey themes of identity, family conflict,
resilience, and self-discovery. These devices enhance the emotional impact and provide
insight into the complexities of her experiences. This article will explore the prominent
literary techniques used in "Educated," including symbolism, imagery, metaphor, and
narrative structure. Additionally, the discussion will highlight how these devices contribute
to the memoir’s overall effectiveness and thematic depth. The following sections provide a
detailed examination of each literary device and its role within Westover’s storytelling.

Symbolism in Educated

Imagery and Descriptive Language

Metaphors and Similes

Narrative Structure and Point of View

Theme Development through Literary Devices

Symbolism in Educated
Symbolism is a powerful literary device in "Educated" that Tara Westover uses to represent
larger ideas and themes beyond the literal events described. Symbols in the memoir help
readers grasp the emotional and psychological states of the author as she navigates her
challenging environment and personal transformation.

The Mountain as a Symbol
The mountains surrounding Westover’s childhood home symbolize both protection and
isolation. They represent the physical and ideological boundaries imposed by her family’s
worldview, as well as the daunting challenges she must overcome to expand her horizons.
The mountains are simultaneously a refuge and an obstacle, illustrating the dual nature of
her upbringing.

Education as Liberation
Education itself serves as a central symbol throughout the memoir. It represents freedom,
empowerment, and the possibility of reinvention. Westover contrasts her initial lack of
formal schooling with the transformative power of learning, making education a metaphor
for breaking away from the constraints of her past.



Imagery and Descriptive Language
Westover’s use of vivid imagery and descriptive language immerses readers in her world,
making abstract emotions and experiences tangible. This literary device enhances the
memoir’s emotional resonance and helps convey the stark contrasts between her past and
present.

Visual and Sensory Imagery
Throughout "Educated," detailed descriptions of the Idaho landscape and household
settings create a strong sense of place. Westover’s sensory imagery—touch, sight,
sound—enables readers to feel the harshness of her environment as well as moments of
beauty and clarity. The imagery also underscores themes of confinement and liberation.

Emotional Imagery
Westover employs emotional imagery to depict internal struggles and family dynamics.
Scenes describing fear, confusion, and hope are rendered with descriptive language that
evokes empathy and deep understanding. This use of imagery connects readers to the
psychological complexity of her journey.

Metaphors and Similes
Metaphors and similes in "Educated" enrich the narrative by drawing creative comparisons
that clarify abstract concepts and emotional states. These devices contribute to the
memoir’s lyrical quality and deepen its thematic impact.

Metaphorical Language
Westover often uses metaphor to describe her relationship with her family and her evolving
identity. For example, references to “breaking chains” or “climbing walls” symbolize her
efforts to escape restrictive beliefs and assert independence. These metaphors emphasize
the struggle and resilience central to her story.

Similes Enhancing Understanding
Similes provide vivid comparisons that make complex feelings more relatable. Westover’s
use of similes such as “like a bird learning to fly” captures moments of vulnerability and
growth, helping readers visualize her transformation in an accessible way.

Narrative Structure and Point of View
The memoir’s narrative structure and Westover’s choice of point of view are essential
literary devices that shape how the story unfolds and how readers engage with it. The
structure reflects the tension between memory and self-awareness, while the point of view
offers an intimate perspective.



Nonlinear Narrative Elements
While generally chronological, "Educated" incorporates nonlinear elements such as
flashbacks and reflective passages. These shifts in time help emphasize key moments of
realization and contrast past and present states of mind. The structure supports the theme
of self-reinvention by illustrating how the past continually informs the present.

First-Person Point of View
Westover’s use of the first-person perspective provides a direct and personal account of her
experiences. This narrative voice establishes authenticity and emotional immediacy,
allowing readers to connect deeply with her struggles and triumphs. The intimate point of
view is crucial to the memoir’s impact.

Theme Development through Literary Devices
Literary devices in "Educated" are intricately linked to the development of the memoir’s
central themes. The interplay of symbolism, imagery, metaphor, and narrative structure
reinforces messages about identity, family, and resilience.

Identity and Self-Discovery
The devices used in the memoir highlight the theme of identity as Westover grapples with
conflicting influences and her own evolving sense of self. Symbolism such as education as
liberation and metaphors related to transformation underscore the journey of self-
discovery.

Family Conflict and Forgiveness
The literary techniques also illuminate the complexity of family relationships, portraying
both love and pain. Imagery and narrative structure reveal the tension between loyalty and
independence, capturing the nuanced process of forgiveness and separation.

Resilience and Empowerment
Resilience is a pervasive theme enhanced by Westover’s careful use of metaphor and vivid
descriptions of hardship and perseverance. The memoir’s literary devices collectively
convey the empowering message that one can overcome adversity through learning and
determination.

Summary of Key Literary Devices in Educated

Symbolism: Mountains, education, and other symbols represent confinement and
freedom.

Imagery: Vivid sensory and emotional descriptions immerse readers in Westover’s
experience.



Metaphors and Similes: Creative comparisons clarify complex emotions and
themes.

Narrative Structure: Nonlinear elements and first-person point of view shape the
storytelling.

Theme Development: Literary devices reinforce themes of identity, family, and
resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key literary devices used in 'Educated'
by Tara Westover?
Tara Westover employs several literary devices in 'Educated,' including imagery, metaphor,
symbolism, and memoir-style narrative to vividly portray her journey from an isolated
upbringing to academic success.

How does Tara Westover use imagery in 'Educated' to
enhance the reader's understanding?
Westover uses vivid imagery to depict her harsh childhood environment and the emotional
landscape she navigates, helping readers visualize the physical and psychological
challenges she faces.

What role does symbolism play in 'Educated' by Tara
Westover?
Symbolism is used to represent larger themes such as freedom and knowledge, with
elements like books symbolizing education and escape from her restrictive past.

How does the memoir format serve as a literary device
in 'Educated'?
The memoir format allows Westover to provide a personal and introspective account of her
life, creating an intimate connection with readers and offering an authentic perspective on
her experiences.

Can you identify examples of metaphor in 'Educated'
and their significance?
Westover uses metaphors to convey complex emotions and concepts; for example,
describing education as a form of awakening or liberation emphasizes its transformative
power in her life.



In what way does Tara Westover's use of tone
contribute to the overall impact of 'Educated'?
The tone shifts throughout the memoir from confusion and fear to empowerment and
clarity, mirroring Westover's personal growth and engaging readers emotionally.

How does Tara Westover use contrast as a literary
device in 'Educated'?
Westover contrasts her isolated, strict upbringing with the expansive, questioning
environment of academia to highlight the challenges and growth she experiences in
reconciling these two worlds.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Memoir: Literary Devices in Tara Westover’s Educated
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the literary techniques Westover employs in
Educated. It examines narrative structure, symbolism, and themes of identity and
resilience. Readers gain insight into how memoirs harness literary devices to create
emotional impact and authenticity.

2. Symbolism and Metaphor in Contemporary Memoirs
Focusing on recent memoirs including Educated, this book analyzes the use of symbolism
and metaphor to convey complex personal experiences. It highlights how these devices
enrich the narrative and deepen readers’ understanding of the author’s journey.

3. Narrative Voice and Perspective: A Study of Educated by Tara Westover
This work delves into Westover’s unique narrative voice and shifting perspectives
throughout Educated. It discusses how her storytelling choices shape the memoir’s tone
and influence readers’ emotional engagement.

4. The Role of Imagery in Personal Narratives
Examining imagery across various personal narratives, this book illustrates how vivid
descriptions bring stories to life. Using Educated as a key example, it demonstrates how
imagery enhances themes of memory, trauma, and transformation.

5. Exploring Themes of Education and Identity in Memoirs
This title investigates central themes in Educated and similar memoirs, focusing on
education as a transformative force. It explores how literary devices highlight the tension
between self-discovery and familial loyalty.

6. Foreshadowing and Flashbacks: Structural Techniques in Educated
This book studies Westover’s use of foreshadowing and flashbacks to build suspense and
provide context. It reveals how these structural elements contribute to the memoir’s
emotional depth and narrative coherence.

7. Character Development through Dialogue and Description in Educated
Focusing on character portrayal, this book analyzes how Westover uses dialogue and



descriptive language to develop complex characters. It shows the impact of these literary
devices on reader empathy and understanding.

8. Memoir as Social Commentary: Literary Devices in Educated
This text explores how Educated employs literary devices to critique social issues such as
education, religion, and family dynamics. It highlights the memoir’s role in sparking broader
conversations through personal storytelling.

9. Metafiction and Self-Reflection in Modern Memoirs
This book investigates moments of self-reflection and metafictional techniques in Educated
and other memoirs. It discusses how these devices invite readers to question the nature of
memory and truth in autobiographical narratives.
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