
lift every voice and sing hymnal 2

lift every voice and sing hymnal 2 represents a significant cultural and spiritual work that continues to

resonate in various religious and musical contexts. This hymn, often regarded as the Black national

anthem, has found a place in many modern hymnals, including the notable Hymnal 2. The

incorporation of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" into Hymnal 2 highlights its enduring importance and the

way it bridges historical, cultural, and theological themes. This article explores the origins, significance,

and impact of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" within Hymnal 2, detailing its lyrical content, musical

arrangement, and usage in worship settings. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how

this hymn contributes to contemporary hymnody and the broader cultural landscape.
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Historical Background of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"

The hymn "Lift Every Voice and Sing" was originally written as a poem by James Weldon Johnson in

1900 and later set to music by his brother, J. Rosamond Johnson. It was first performed publicly in

1900 as a tribute to Abraham Lincoln's birthday and quickly became a powerful voice of hope and

resilience for African Americans. Over the decades, it evolved into a symbol of the struggle for civil

rights and social justice. Its lyrics reflect themes of perseverance, faith, and freedom, making it a

profound piece for spiritual and communal expression.



The Inclusion of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" in Hymnal 2

Hymnal 2 is a widely used worship resource in many Protestant denominations, known for its diverse

and inclusive selection of hymns. The decision to include "Lift Every Voice and Sing" in Hymnal 2

underscores the hymn’s relevance to contemporary worship and its recognition as an essential part of

American religious music. This inclusion reflects a broader movement to acknowledge and honor

African American spiritual heritage within mainstream hymnody. Hymnal 2 presents the hymn in a form

that respects its original message while fitting the musical and liturgical style of the hymnal.

Process of Inclusion

The inclusion process involved consultations with musicologists, theologians, and representatives from

African American faith communities. This ensured that the hymn’s presentation in Hymnal 2 was both

respectful and authentic. Editors aimed to maintain the hymn’s traditional melody while adapting the

arrangement to suit congregational singing and worship settings.

Placement and Presentation

In Hymnal 2, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" is typically placed among hymns that emphasize social

justice, hope, and liberation. The presentation includes clear notation, lyrics, and sometimes a brief

historical note, helping worship leaders and congregants appreciate the hymn’s significance.

Musical and Lyrical Analysis

The musicality and lyrical content of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" contribute to its enduring power. The

melody, composed by J. Rosamond Johnson, combines elements of traditional spirituals with classical

hymnody, creating a stirring and memorable tune. The lyrics, penned by James Weldon Johnson, are

rich with poetic imagery and biblical allusions, invoking themes of struggle, faith, and triumph.

Musical Composition

The hymn features a moderate tempo and a memorable, singable melody that encourages

congregational participation. Its harmonic structure is straightforward but effective, supporting the



emotive quality of the lyrics. The arrangement in Hymnal 2 often includes harmonizations suitable for

choir and organ accompaniment, enhancing its worship setting appeal.

Lyrical Themes

The lyrics of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" articulate a narrative of enduring faith amidst adversity. Key

themes include:

Historical perseverance through oppression and hardship

Hope for a future of freedom and equality

Faith in divine justice and guidance

Communal solidarity and upliftment

These themes align closely with the broader messages found in Hymnal 2, making the hymn a

meaningful addition to its repertoire.

Significance in Worship and Cultural Contexts

"Lift Every Voice and Sing" holds a dual role as both a religious hymn and a cultural anthem. Within

worship, it serves as a powerful expression of faith and hope, resonating deeply with congregants who

identify with its message of liberation and divine justice. Culturally, it embodies the African American

experience and the quest for equality, making it a song of unity and empowerment beyond the church

walls.

Role in Religious Services

In many churches that use Hymnal 2, this hymn is featured during special occasions such as Black

History Month, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and other events focused on social justice and

reconciliation. It provides a spiritual foundation for reflecting on past struggles and inspiring future



action.

Cultural Impact

Beyond the church, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" has been embraced as a symbol of African American

heritage and resilience. Its inclusion in Hymnal 2 represents acknowledgment of this cultural

importance within religious music traditions, fostering greater awareness and respect among diverse

worship communities.

Usage and Impact in Contemporary Religious Services

The presence of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" in Hymnal 2 has shaped its use in contemporary worship,

promoting inclusivity and cultural awareness. The hymn is often chosen for its ability to engage

congregations emotionally and spiritually, fostering a sense of shared history and hope.

Common Settings for Performance

This hymn is frequently sung during:

Worship services celebrating African American heritage and history

Ecumenical gatherings focused on racial reconciliation

Festivals and events promoting social justice and peace

Choir performances and special musical presentations within the church

Educational and Liturgical Benefits

Using "Lift Every Voice and Sing" in worship also serves an educational purpose, introducing

congregants to important historical and cultural narratives. Liturgically, it supports themes of hope,



liberation, and divine faithfulness, enriching the spiritual life of the community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal 2'?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal 2' is a contemporary hymnal published by the National Baptist

Publishing Board, serving as a sequel to the original 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' hymnal. It includes

new hymns, gospel songs, and worship materials that reflect modern worship styles and themes.

How does 'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal 2' differ from the original

hymnal?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal 2' expands on the original by incorporating contemporary gospel

music, updated arrangements, and additional worship resources. It aims to address the evolving

musical and spiritual needs of African American churches while maintaining the heritage of the original

hymnal.

Who is the intended audience for 'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal

2'?

The hymnal is primarily intended for African American congregations, especially within Baptist

churches, but it is also used by a wide range of Christian communities seeking culturally relevant and

diverse worship music.

Where can I purchase 'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal 2'?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal 2' can be purchased through the National Baptist Publishing Board

website, Christian bookstores, and various online retailers such as Amazon.



Are there digital or online versions of 'Lift Every Voice and Sing

Hymnal 2' available?

As of now, there are limited digital versions available. Some churches and organizations may offer

digital access or apps incorporating selections from the hymnal, but the primary format remains printed

copies.

Additional Resources

1. Lift Every Voice: The History of the African American National Anthem

This book explores the origins and significance of the song "Lift Every Voice and Sing," often referred

to as the Black national anthem. It delves into the historical context in which James Weldon Johnson

wrote the lyrics and how the song has been embraced as a symbol of hope, resilience, and unity

within the African American community. Readers will gain insight into the cultural impact and enduring

legacy of this powerful hymn.

2. Hymnal Heritage: The Stories Behind Lift Every Voice and Sing 2

Focusing on the second edition of the "Lift Every Voice and Sing" hymnal, this book provides an in-

depth look at the selections included and their theological, cultural, and musical significance. It also

highlights contributions from African American composers and hymn writers, emphasizing the hymnal’s

role in worship and community identity. This resource is invaluable for choir directors, worship leaders,

and scholars of sacred music.

3. Voices of Freedom: Music and the African American Church

This book examines the role of music in the African American church, with particular attention to

hymns such as those found in "Lift Every Voice and Sing 2." It discusses how music serves as a tool

for spiritual expression, cultural heritage, and social activism. The narrative includes historical

developments, key figures in gospel and hymnody, and the continuing influence of sacred music in

contemporary worship.



4. Sing with a New Song: Contemporary African American Hymnody

Highlighting modern contributions to African American hymnody, this book explores new compositions

alongside traditional hymns like those in "Lift Every Voice and Sing 2." It features interviews with

composers, analysis of musical styles, and reflections on the evolving nature of worship music in black

congregations. Readers will discover how contemporary hymns blend tradition with innovation.

5. Black Sacred Music: A Cultural History

Offering a comprehensive cultural history of black sacred music, this book situates the "Lift Every

Voice and Sing" hymnal within a broader narrative of spirituals, gospel, and hymn traditions. It traces

the development of sacred music from slavery through the civil rights movement to the present day.

The book also explores the social and political messages embedded in these songs and their role in

community cohesion.

6. The Power of Song: Hymns that Shaped the African American Experience

This collection highlights influential hymns and spiritual songs, including selections from "Lift Every

Voice and Sing 2," that have shaped African American religious and cultural life. Each chapter

provides historical background, lyrical analysis, and personal stories related to specific hymns. The

book underscores the enduring power of music to inspire faith and social change.

7. Lift Every Voice and Sing 2: A Companion Guide

Designed as a practical companion, this guide offers insights into the hymns featured in the second

edition of the "Lift Every Voice and Sing" hymnal. It includes background information on hymn writers,

theological themes, and suggestions for worship use. Ideal for pastors, musicians, and educators, this

book helps deepen understanding and appreciation of the hymnal’s contents.

8. Echoes of Hope: African American Hymns in Worship and Culture

This book explores the role of African American hymns in both worship settings and broader cultural

expressions. It discusses how hymns from "Lift Every Voice and Sing 2" and similar collections serve

as vehicles for hope, resilience, and identity. The narrative incorporates historical context, personal

testimonies, and musical analysis to illuminate the hymns’ significance.



9. The Soul of the Church: Music, Faith, and African American Identity

Focusing on the intersection of music and identity, this book examines how hymnals like "Lift Every

Voice and Sing 2" contribute to the spiritual life and cultural identity of African American congregations.

It analyzes the theological messages and musical styles that resonate within these communities. The

book also considers the future of African American sacred music in a changing religious landscape.
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