les choses georges perec

les choses georges perec is a seminal work of French literature that has
captivated readers and critics alike since its publication. This novel,
written by Georges Perec, delves deeply into consumer culture, existential
themes, and the complexities of urban life in the mid-20th century. Through
its vivid portrayal of material possessions and the human condition, les
choses georges perec offers a unique perspective on how objects shape
identity and social status. The book’s innovative narrative style and
thematic richness have made it a subject of extensive literary analysis and
discussion. This article explores the context, themes, narrative techniques,
and legacy of les choses georges perec, providing a comprehensive overview of
its significance in modern literature. Readers will gain insight into Perec’s
critique of consumerism and the nuanced symbolism embedded in the text, as
well as an understanding of its place within the broader framework of French
literary movements.
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Background and Author

Georges Perec, a prominent figure in French literature, is renowned for his
innovative approach to writing and his membership in the Qulipo group, a
collective of writers and mathematicians who explore constrained writing
techniques. Born in 1936, Perec’s personal history, marked by the loss of his
parents during World War II, deeply influenced his literary work. Les choses,
published in 1965, was his debut novel and immediately established him as a
significant voice in post-war French literature. The book reflects the socio-
economic climate of the 1960s, particularly the rise of consumer culture and
the proliferation of material goods in urban centers like Paris.

Georges Perec’s Literary Influence

Perec’s work is characterized by meticulous attention to detail and a
fascination with the everyday. His participation in Oulipo encouraged
experimentation with form and structure, which is evident in les choses. The



novel’s focus on objects and their significance reveals Perec’s broader
interest in how language and narrative shape reality. His literary style has
influenced numerous contemporary writers and continues to be studied for its
originality and depth.

Historical Context of Les Choses

Les choses was written during a period of rapid economic growth and social
change in France, known as the Trente Glorieuses, or the Glorious Thirty
years post-World War II. This era saw an expansion of the middle class and a
surge in consumer goods availability, which forms the backdrop of the novel.
Perec critiques this burgeoning consumerism by illustrating how material
possessions come to dominate personal identity and social interactions.

Plot Overview of Les Choses

Les choses centers on two young protagonists, Jérbéme and Sylvie, a couple
living in Paris who aspire to a comfortable, affluent lifestyle. The
narrative closely follows their desires, frustrations, and the accumulation
of material goods, highlighting the tension between aspiration and reality.
The novel unfolds as a detailed account of their lives, focusing on their
relationship with objects and the social expectations tied to consumer
culture.

Main Characters and Their Aspirations

Jérome and Sylvie represent the emerging middle class of the 1960s, seeking
happiness through possessions and social status. Their dreams revolve around
acquiring a range of goods—from furniture to household appliances—that
symbolize success and stability. However, these aspirations are complicated
by economic limitations and the ephemeral nature of satisfaction derived from
material things.

Plot Development and Key Events

The story progresses through a series of everyday episodes that reveal the
characters’ evolving relationship with their environment and each other. As
they accumulate “things,” their lives become increasingly defined by these
objects, which paradoxically fail to provide the fulfillment they seek. The
narrative ultimately exposes the emptiness underlying consumerist values and
the alienation it produces.



Themes and Symbolism

Les choses is rich in themes that explore the intersection of material
culture and human identity. Central to the novel is the critique of
consumerism and the ways in which possessions shape self-perception and
social dynamics. Perec uses symbolism extensively to underscore these ideas,
employing objects as metaphors for broader existential concerns.

Consumerism and Materialism

The novel offers a sharp examination of consumer society, portraying how
individuals equate happiness and success with the accumulation of goods. This
materialism is shown to be a double-edged sword, providing temporary
satisfaction while ultimately leading to dissatisfaction and a sense of
emptiness. Perec’s depiction serves as a commentary on the societal pressures
to conform to consumerist ideals.

Existential Alienation

Beyond the critique of materialism, les choses delves into existential
themes, particularly the alienation individuals experience in a commodified
world. The characters’ obsession with possessions masks deeper questions
about meaning, purpose, and connection. Objects become symbols of this
alienation, representing both the characters’ desires and their disconnection
from authentic experience.

Symbolic Role of Objects

Objects in les choses are not merely background elements but function as
symbols that reflect the characters’ inner lives and societal conditions.
Items like furniture, clothing, and household appliances signify status and
identity, yet also highlight the impermanence and superficiality of these
markers. Perec’s detailed descriptions transform everyday things into
carriers of complex meaning.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Perec’s narrative style in les choses is notable for its precision, attention
to detail, and innovative structure. The novel employs a restrained,
objective tone that contrasts with the emotional undercurrents of the
characters’ experiences. This approach amplifies the themes of alienation and
consumerism by emphasizing the mundane aspects of daily life.



Descriptive Precision

The prose in les choses is marked by meticulous descriptions of objects and
environments, which serve both aesthetic and thematic purposes. Perec’s
attention to detail creates a vivid portrait of 1960s Parisian life and the
material culture that defines it. This precision also functions as a
narrative device, drawing readers’ focus to the significance of the “things”
that populate the characters’ world.

Use of Constrained Writing Techniques

Influenced by his involvement with Oulipo, Perec incorporates elements of
constrained writing that shape the novel’s form and content. While les choses
is more conventional than some of his later works, it still reflects an
experimental ethos through its structural choices and linguistic economy.
These techniques contribute to the novel'’s distinctive voice and intellectual
rigor.

Objective Narration and Perspective

The narrative voice maintains an objective stance, often describing scenes
and objects with clinical detachment. This narrative distance enhances the
themes of alienation and detachment, as the characters’ inner worlds are
filtered through the lens of materiality. The perspective encourages readers
to critically engage with the social critique embedded in the text.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, les choses georges perec has been widely acclaimed for
its insightful commentary and formal innovation. The novel has been the
subject of numerous scholarly studies and remains a cornerstone of
discussions about consumerism in literature. Its legacy extends beyond
France, influencing writers and thinkers interested in the relationship
between objects and identity.

Initial Reception

Les choses was well received upon release, earning praise for its originality
and depth. Critics highlighted Perec’s skillful portrayal of contemporary
life and his nuanced exploration of consumer culture. The novel was awarded
the prestigious Prix Renaudot in 1965, cementing its status as a major
literary achievement.



Long-Term Influence

The novel’'s impact persists in literary and cultural studies, particularly in
analyses of postmodern consumerism and urban life. Perec’s work has inspired
a range of authors and artists who explore similar themes of materiality,
memory, and identity. Les choses remains relevant for its prescient insights
into the dynamics of possession and desire.

Key Contributions to Literature

Innovative use of detailed description to convey thematic depth

Critical examination of consumer culture in post-war Europe

Integration of existential themes with social critique

Influence on subsequent experimental and postmodern literature

Enduring relevance to studies of material culture and identity

Frequently Asked Questions

Qu'est-ce que « Les Choses » de Georges Perec ?

« Les Choses » est un roman publié en 1965 par Georges Perec qui explore la
vie quotidienne de deux jeunes personnages, Jérome et Sylvie, et leur
relation avec les objets et la société de consommation dans les années 1960.

Quels sont les themes principaux abordés dans « Les
Choses » ?

Les themes principaux incluent la société de consommation, le matérialisme,
1'aliénation, le désir, et la quéte de sens dans une société moderne dominée
par les objets.

Comment Georges Perec décrit-il la relation entre
les personnages et les objets dans « Les Choses » ?

Perec montre que les objets occupent une place centrale dans la vie des
personnages, symbolisant leurs aspirations, leurs désirs et parfois leur
aliénation, reflétant ainsi la société consumériste.



Quelle est la structure narrative de « Les Choses »
?

Le roman est structuré en deux parties principales : la premiére décrit la
vie quotidienne de Jérome et Sylvie, tandis que la seconde analyse plus
profondément leur relation avec les objets et la société.

Pourquoi « Les Choses » est-il considéré comme un
roman emblématique de la littérature francaise
contemporaine ?

Parce qu'il offre une critique incisive de la société de consommation des
années 1960 et utilise un style innovant qui méle description minutieuse et
réflexion sociologique.

Quel impact « Les Choses » a-t-il eu sur la carriere
de Georges Perec ?

« Les Choses » a lancé la carriere de Perec en tant qu'écrivain reconnu, lui
valant le Prix Renaudot en 1965 et établissant son style unique axé sur
l'exploration des objets et du quotidien.

Comment « Les Choses » reflete-t-il la société
francaise des années 1960 ?

Le roman illustre la montée du consumérisme, les aspirations matérielles et
le changement des modes de vie dans la France d'aprés-guerre, marquée par la
croissance économique et la modernisation.

Georges Perec utilise-t-il des techniques
littéraires particulieres dans « Les Choses » ?

Oui, Perec utilise une écriture précise et descriptive, combinée a une
analyse sociologique, pour capturer la relation complexe entre les individus
et les objets dans une société consumériste.

Peut-on considérer « Les Choses » comme une critique
sociale ?

Absolument, le roman est une critique sociale qui interroge les valeurs
matérielles, la superficialité des désirs et la perte d'identité liée a la
domination des objets dans la vie moderne.



Additional Resources

1. Life: A User's Manual by Georges Perec

This novel by Georges Perec is a detailed exploration of the lives of the
inhabitants of a single Parisian apartment block. The book intricately weaves
together various stories, objects, and memories, offering a mosaic of human
experience. It shares Perec's fascination with everyday details and the
complexity hidden within ordinary life, much like in "Les Choses."

2. W, or the Memory of Childhood by Georges Perec

In this semi-autobiographical work, Perec contrasts memories of childhood
with a fictional narrative about a mysterious island society. The book delves
into themes of memory, loss, and identity, providing insight into Perec’s
unique narrative style and his preoccupation with the structures that shape
human existence.

3. A Void (La Disparition) by Georges Perec

This experimental novel is famous for being written entirely without the
letter "e." It showcases Perec's linguistic ingenuity and his interest in
constraints and form. The story itself is a suspenseful mystery, but the real
intrigue lies in the novel’s playful and challenging use of language.

4. The Book of Lists by Georges Perec

Co-authored with other writers, this book compiles a variety of lists
covering numerous topics, reflecting Perec’s fascination with categorization
and the minutiae of daily life. It provides an unconventional and
entertaining way to explore human knowledge and quirks, echoing the
observational style found in "Les Choses."

5. Species of Spaces by Georges Perec

This essay explores the concept of space in everyday life, examining the
physical and psychological dimensions of the environments we inhabit. Perec’s
reflections encourage readers to notice the overlooked details of ordinary
spaces, aligning with the themes of consumerism and material culture in "Les
Choses."

6. Things: A Story of the Sixties by Georges Perec (English translation of
Les Choses)

This is the English translation of "Les Choses," focusing on a young couple's
obsession with material possessions in post-war France. It critically
examines consumer culture and the pursuit of happiness through objects,
making it essential reading for understanding Perec’s critique of modern
life.

7. The Art and Life of Georges Perec by David Bellos

This biography provides an in-depth look at Perec’s life, work, and the
cultural context in which he wrote. Bellos explores Perec’s unique literary
techniques and his engagement with themes such as memory, absence, and the
mundane, offering valuable insights into "Les Choses" and related works.

8. Invisible Cities by Italo Calvino



Though not by Perec, this novel shares a similar fascination with detailed
descriptions of everyday spaces and the human imagination. Calvino’s poetic
exploration of imagined cities complements Perec’s attention to the material
world, making it a compelling companion for readers interested in the themes
of "Les Choses."

9. The Mezzanine by Nicholson Baker

This novella captures the minutiae of everyday life through the detailed
observations of a man riding an escalator during his lunch break. Like Perec,
Baker focuses on the small, often overlooked aspects of daily existence,
highlighting the significance of ordinary objects and routines in shaping
human experience.
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