kingmaker companion guide

kingmaker companion guide serves as an essential resource for players and enthusiasts
of the Kingmaker game, offering in-depth insights and strategies for maximizing the
potential of companions. This guide explores the unique characteristics, abilities, and
optimal builds for various companions encountered throughout the gameplay. It not only
highlights their combat roles but also delves into their storyline relevance and how to
effectively integrate them into a party. The detailed analysis ensures that players can make
informed decisions when selecting and customizing companions. Additionally, this guide
covers tips on managing companion interactions, equipment optimization, and synergy with
player characters. Whether new to Kingmaker or seeking advanced tactics, this
comprehensive companion guide is designed to enhance the overall game experience.
Below is the table of contents outlining the key sections covered in this article.
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Overview of Kingmaker Companions

The Kingmaker companion system introduces a diverse cast of characters who can join the
player’s party, each bringing unique abilities and narrative depth. These companions are
integral not only for combat but also for progressing through the story and unlocking
various quests. Understanding the background, personality, and combat style of each
companion is crucial for effective party composition. Companions vary widely, from
frontline warriors to spellcasters and support roles, allowing players to tailor their party to
preferred strategies. In addition to their functional roles, companions contribute to the
game's immersive storytelling, offering dialogue options and personal quests that enrich
the gameplay experience.

Types of Companions

Kingmaker companions can be broadly categorized based on their combat and utility
functions. These categories include tanks, damage dealers, healers, and utility/support
characters. Each type fulfills a specific role within the party:

e Tanks: Characters who absorb damage and protect allies.

« Damage Dealers: Specialists in dealing high damage either through melee or ranged



attacks.

e Healers: Support characters focused on restoring health and removing negative
effects.

e Utility/Support: Companions who provide buffs, debuffs, or crowd control.

Unlocking and Recruiting Companions

Many companions in Kingmaker are unlocked through story progression or completing
specific quests. Some require unique choices or actions, influencing which companions
become available. It is important to explore thoroughly and engage with NPCs to ensure all
potential allies are discovered. Recruitment often involves dialogue options that reflect the
player's moral and strategic decisions, impacting the companion’s attitude and loyalty.

Companion Roles and Specializations

Each companion in Kingmaker excels in particular roles and can be specialized further
through skill development and equipment. Understanding these roles helps players
optimize party dynamics and achieve balanced team compositions. The specialization
system allows tailoring companions to fit specific combat or support niches.

Frontline Fighters and Tanks

Frontline companions act as the party’s first line of defense, designed to absorb damage
and control enemy movement. These characters typically have high hit points, armor class,
and abilities that provoke or taunt foes. Specializations might include defensive stances,
crowd control techniques, or damage mitigation skills to enhance survivability.

Damage Dealers and DPS

Damage dealers focus on maximizing output against enemies, often through critical hits,
elemental damage, or rapid attacks. Specializations include archery, dual-wielding, or
spellcasting that prioritizes offense. Selecting the right abilities and feats can significantly
increase their effectiveness in combat scenarios.

Healers and Support Casters

Healers maintain party longevity by restoring health and cleansing harmful effects. Support
casters provide buffs that enhance the party’s combat performance or debuffs that weaken
enemies. Specializations may involve improving healing efficiency, expanding buff
durations, or increasing the potency of crowd control spells.

Optimizing Companion Builds

Optimizing companion builds involves carefully selecting class levels, feats, skills, and
attributes to maximize effectiveness in their intended roles. This section outlines strategies



for creating well-rounded and powerful companions tailored to player tactics.

Class Selection and Multiclassing

Choosing the appropriate class for a companion is fundamental to their performance. Some
companions come with fixed classes, while others allow multiclassing to diversify abilities.
Multiclassing can create versatile characters but requires balancing to avoid diluting core
strengths. For example, combining fighter and rogue levels can enhance both survivability
and damage output.

Feats and Skill Prioritization

Feats provide specific combat or utility benefits and should be selected to complement the
companion’s role. Skill points should be invested in areas that enhance their primary
function, such as perception for scouts or lore for magic users. Proper feat and skill
management enables companions to perform optimally in their designated tasks.

Attribute Distribution

Distributing attribute points effectively is essential for maximizing a companion's potential.
Strength and constitution are critical for tanks and melee fighters, while dexterity benefits
ranged attackers and rogues. Intelligence, wisdom, and charisma support spellcasters and
social interactions, respectively. Aligning attribute allocation with the companion’s role
boosts overall effectiveness.

Companion Equipment and Gear

Equipping companions with the right gear significantly influences their combat performance
and survivability. This section details how to select and optimize equipment tailored to each
companion’s strengths and role within the party.

Weapon Choices

Weapon selection depends on the companion’s combat style. Melee fighters benefit from
heavy weapons or shields, while ranged characters require bows or crossbows suited for
distance attacks. Spellcasters often wield staves or wands that enhance magical abilities.
Upgrading weapons with enchantments can further increase damage or add special effects.

Armor and Defensive Items

Armor choice is vital for companions expected to endure frontline combat. Heavy armor
offers maximum protection but may reduce mobility, whereas light armor benefits
dexterity-based characters. Shields also provide additional defense and can be enchanted
for bonuses. Accessories like rings and amulets contribute to resistances or attribute
boosts.

Utility and Consumables

Utility items such as potions, scrolls, and traps support companions in diverse situations.



Healing potions and buffs can turn the tide of battle, while scrolls allow spellcasters to cast
additional spells without expending resources. Proper management of consumables
enhances party sustainability during extended encounters.

Managing Companion Relationships

Companion relationships impact party cohesion, dialogue options, and quest outcomes.
Maintaining positive rapport with companions often unlocks unique storylines and bonuses.
This section explores how to manage interactions and influence companion attitudes
effectively.

Dialogue and Moral Choices

Interacting with companions through dialogue shapes their perceptions of the player
character. Moral decisions during quests can either strengthen or weaken bonds,
influencing companions’ willingness to assist or their performance in combat.
Understanding each companion’s personality and values is key to fostering positive
relationships.

Companion Loyalty and Perks

Loyal companions often provide special perks or bonuses that enhance party capabilities.
Loyalty can be increased by fulfilling personal quests, making favorable choices, and
providing appropriate gifts. Monitoring companion moods and addressing grievances
promptly helps maintain high loyalty levels.

Strategic Tips for Companion Usage

Effective use of companions requires strategic planning and tactical awareness. This
section provides actionable tips for maximizing companion contributions in combat and
exploration.

Party Composition and Synergy

Balancing the party with complementary roles ensures versatility in various scenarios.
Combining tanks with damage dealers and support casters creates a well-rounded team
capable of adapting to different challenges. Synergistic abilities, such as buffs and crowd
control, amplify the overall effectiveness of the party.

Positioning and Tactics

Proper positioning during combat can protect vulnerable companions and optimize damage
output. Tanks should occupy frontline positions to intercept enemies, while ranged and
spellcasting companions remain at a safe distance. Utilizing terrain and choke points
enhances control over engagements.



Resource Management

Managing companion resources like spell slots, stamina, and consumables is critical for
sustained effectiveness. Prioritizing resource use during critical moments and rotating
companions to rest when necessary helps maintain combat readiness. Efficient resource
management prevents party depletion in prolonged encounters.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Kingmaker Companion Guide?

The Kingmaker Companion Guide is a supplementary resource for the Pathfinder Kingmaker
RPG, offering additional rules, character options, and advice to enhance gameplay and
storytelling.

How does the Kingmaker Companion Guide improve the
Kingmaker campaign?

It provides expanded character backgrounds, new feats, spells, and detailed kingdom
management rules, helping players and GMs create a richer and more immersive
experience.

Are there new classes or archetypes introduced in the
Kingmaker Companion Guide?

Yes, the guide introduces several new archetypes and class options tailored to the
Kingmaker setting, allowing for more diverse character builds.

Is the Kingmaker Companion Guide compatible with the
Pathfinder 2nd Edition?

The Kingmaker Companion Guide is primarily designed for Pathfinder 1st Edition, but some
content may be adapted for use with Pathfinder 2nd Edition with adjustments.

Does the Kingmaker Companion Guide include new
monsters or NPCs?

Yes, the guide features additional monsters, NPC profiles, and encounter ideas to expand
the variety of challenges in the Kingmaker campaign.

Where can | purchase or download the Kingmaker
Companion Guide?

The Kingmaker Companion Guide is available for purchase on platforms like Paizo's official
store, DriveThruRPG, and other online retailers that specialize in tabletop RPG materials.



Additional Resources

1. The Kingmaker’s Handbook: Strategies for Political Mastery

This guide delves into the intricate world of political maneuvering and alliance-building,
offering readers practical strategies to influence power structures. It covers negotiation
tactics, persuasion techniques, and the art of subtle manipulation. Ideal for those looking to
master the delicate balance of leadership behind the throne.

2. Companions of the Crown: Allies in the Shadows

Focusing on the pivotal role of companions and advisors, this book explores how trusted
allies can shape the destiny of rulers. Through detailed character studies and scenario
analyses, readers learn how to recruit, manage, and leverage companions effectively. The
narrative highlights the importance of loyalty, trust, and cunning in political games.

3. The Art of Influence: Kingmaker Edition

A comprehensive exploration of influence as a tool for power, this book breaks down
psychological principles and real-world applications relevant to kingmakers. It includes case
studies from history and fantasy alike, illustrating how influence can be wielded to sway
decisions and control outcomes. Readers gain insights into mastering charisma and
strategic communication.

4. Behind the Throne: The Kingmaker’s Role in History

This historical account examines famous kingmakers throughout various eras, revealing
their tactics and the consequences of their actions. It provides a rich context for
understanding the delicate interplay between visible rulers and their unseen power brokers.
The book invites readers to reconsider the nature of authority and leadership.

5. Political Intrigue and the Kingmaker’s Game

Delving into the darker side of politics, this book exposes the intrigues, betrayals, and
secret plots that define the kingmaker’s world. It offers readers practical advice on
navigating danger, identifying threats, and turning crises into opportunities. The narrative is
filled with suspenseful stories and lessons on resilience.

6. Kingmaker’s Toolkit: Essential Resources for Power Brokers

Designed as a practical manual, this book compiles essential tools, from resource
management to legal frameworks, that empower kingmakers to execute their plans
successfully. It includes templates, checklists, and frameworks to assist in campaign
planning and execution. Readers will find it invaluable for organizing complex political
endeavors.

7. Allies and Adversaries: The Dynamics of Court Politics

This book analyzes the complex relationships within royal courts, focusing on the shifting
alliances and rivalries that kingmakers must navigate. It offers strategies for managing
interpersonal dynamics and leveraging conflicts to one’s advantage. The insights help
readers anticipate moves and counter-moves in high-stakes environments.

8. The Kingmaker’s Companion: Roleplaying Guide to Power and Influence

Tailored for roleplayers, this guide provides detailed advice on creating and playing
kingmaker characters in tabletop games. It includes character archetypes, storytelling tips,
and mechanics for influence and negotiation. The book enhances gameplay by adding
depth and realism to political interactions.



9. Shadows of Sovereignty: Tales of the Kingmaker’s Legacy

A collection of short stories and essays that explore the moral complexities and enduring
impact of kingmakers throughout history and fiction. The narratives probe themes of
loyalty, ambition, and sacrifice, offering a nuanced portrayal of those who shape rulers from
behind the scenes. This book invites reflection on the true cost of power.
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