
king josiah finds the law
king josiah finds the law is a pivotal event in biblical history, marking a
significant religious and cultural turning point for the kingdom of Judah.
This discovery, which occurred during the reign of King Josiah in the 7th
century BCE, led to profound reforms aimed at restoring the worship of Yahweh
and purifying the nation from idolatry. The account of king josiah finds the
law is chronicled primarily in the books of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, where
it is described how a lost scroll, believed to be part of the Mosaic Law, was
uncovered in the Temple. This article explores the historical context,
significance, and consequences of king josiah finds the law, shedding light
on its enduring impact on religious tradition and biblical scholarship.
Readers will also find insights into how this discovery influenced Josiah's
reforms and its theological implications for the people of Judah.
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Historical Context of King Josiah’s Reign
King Josiah ruled the kingdom of Judah during a period marked by political
instability and religious decline. Ascending to the throne at a young age,
Josiah inherited a nation deeply entrenched in idolatrous practices, with
many people worshipping foreign gods and neglecting the covenantal laws
handed down through Moses. The Assyrian empire was waning, and Babylonian
power was on the rise, creating a turbulent geopolitical environment. Within
this context, Josiah’s reign is notable for its emphasis on religious
restoration and national revival. His leadership reflected a commitment to
return Judah to adherence to the laws of Yahweh, which set the stage for the
significant moment when king josiah finds the law.

Political and Religious Climate
The political landscape during Josiah’s reign was fraught with external
threats and internal religious apostasy. Assyria’s decline allowed for
greater autonomy, but also risked invasion from emerging powers such as
Babylon and Egypt. Religiously, syncretism had taken hold, with altars to



Baal and Asherah becoming common throughout Judah. This widespread idolatry
was condemned in the biblical narrative and was a catalyst for Josiah’s
reforms. Understanding this background is crucial to appreciating why the
discovery of the law was so transformative.

The Discovery of the Law Scroll
The key event described as king josiah finds the law involved the uncovering
of a sacred text during renovations of the Temple in Jerusalem. According to
biblical accounts, the high priest Hilkiah found a scroll, often identified
as the Book of the Law, which many scholars believe to be a form of
Deuteronomy or a compilation of Mosaic laws. This discovery was unexpected
and had a profound effect on Josiah and his advisors, revealing how far the
nation had strayed from its foundational religious principles.

The Role of Hilkiah and the Temple Renovation
Hilkiah, the high priest at the time, played a crucial role in the discovery.
The Temple, which had suffered neglect and desecration, was undergoing
repairs, a project initiated by Josiah early in his reign. During this
process, the scroll was found in the Temple’s storage or treasury, hidden or
forgotten for years. The finding was significant because it provided a
tangible connection to the covenantal laws that had been overlooked or
ignored by the populace.

Contents and Authenticity of the Law Scroll
The scroll contained laws and commandments that outlined the covenant between
Yahweh and the people of Israel. Its content emphasized the exclusive worship
of Yahweh, social justice, and ritual purity. The authenticity of this scroll
has been a subject of scholarly debate, but it is widely accepted that it
represented a form of Deuteronomic law that was central to Israelite
religion. This rediscovery served as a catalyst for religious reform and
national renewal.

Religious Reforms Initiated by King Josiah
Upon reading the law, King Josiah was deeply moved and recognized the
necessity of drastic reforms to realign Judah with the covenantal
obligations. The reforms initiated after king josiah finds the law were
expansive, targeting religious, social, and political structures to eradicate
idolatry and restore proper worship. These changes had lasting effects on the
religious landscape of Judah.



Centralization of Worship
One of the primary reforms was the centralization of worship in the Jerusalem
Temple. Josiah ordered the removal and destruction of all local high places,
shrines, and altars where unauthorized worship had taken place. This move was
intended to consolidate religious authority and ensure that sacrifices and
worship practices followed the laws found in the newly discovered scroll.

Eradication of Idolatry
Josiah’s reforms included a thorough purge of pagan idols, including the
destruction of statues and altars dedicated to foreign gods like Baal and
Asherah. This eradication was part of a broader campaign to restore exclusive
devotion to Yahweh as mandated by the law. The king also expelled mediums,
spiritists, and other practitioners of forbidden religious practices.

Renewal of the Covenant
King Josiah convened the people of Judah to hear the reading of the law and
to covenant anew with Yahweh. This public renewal was a significant moment
that symbolized the nation’s recommitment to the commandments and ethical
standards outlined in the law scroll. It emphasized obedience to God as the
foundation for national prosperity and divine favor.

Theological and Cultural Significance
The event when king josiah finds the law carries profound theological and
cultural implications. It highlights the importance of the written word and
the covenant in Israelite religion and establishes a model for religious
reform based on scripture. This discovery also reflects broader themes of
repentance, restoration, and the pursuit of holiness that resonate throughout
biblical literature.

The Role of Scripture in Religious Identity
The rediscovery of the law underscored the centrality of sacred texts in
defining the religious identity of Judah. It demonstrated how scripture could
serve as a corrective tool to address moral and spiritual decline. The law
scroll became a benchmark for evaluating religious practice and societal
behavior, reinforcing the notion that divine guidance was accessible through
written revelation.



Impact on Later Biblical Tradition
King Josiah’s reforms and the discovery of the law significantly influenced
later biblical writers and traditions. The Deuteronomic history, which
includes the books of Deuteronomy through Kings, reflects this period as a
turning point in Israel's narrative. The emphasis on covenant fidelity and
centralized worship shaped the theological outlook of subsequent generations
and informed Jewish and Christian understandings of obedience and covenant.

Legacy of King Josiah Finds the Law
The legacy of king josiah finds the law extends beyond its immediate
historical context, affecting religious thought, biblical interpretation, and
cultural memory. Josiah is remembered as a model king who sought to align his
nation with divine law, setting a precedent for reform and revival that
inspired future leaders and faith communities.

Influence on Religious Reform Movements
Josiah’s example has been cited throughout history as an archetype for
religious reform and renewal. His commitment to scripture and covenant
faithfulness serves as an enduring inspiration for movements aiming to
restore religious purity and ethical conduct.

Historical and Archaeological Perspectives
Modern scholarship and archaeology have sought to contextualize the event of
king josiah finds the law within the broader history of ancient Judah.
Excavations and textual studies contribute to understanding the political,
religious, and social dynamics of the time, offering insights into how the
discovery might have occurred and its impact on Judah’s development.

Rediscovery of ancient texts during temple renovations1.

Josiah’s response leading to national reforms2.

Centralization and purification of worship practices3.

Theological emphasis on covenant and obedience4.

Long-term influence on biblical history and religious thought5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was King Josiah in the Bible?
King Josiah was a king of Judah known for his religious reforms and efforts
to restore the worship of Yahweh during his reign in the 7th century BCE.

What is the significance of King Josiah finding the
law?
The discovery of the law led to major religious reforms in Judah, as Josiah
sought to eliminate idolatry and restore adherence to the covenant with God.

Where was the law found by King Josiah?
The law was found in the temple of Jerusalem during repairs, specifically
during the renovation of the temple under Josiah's orders.

What was the law that King Josiah found?
The law is believed to be a scroll containing parts of the Book of the Law,
likely an early form of Deuteronomy or a similar covenantal text.

How did King Josiah react upon finding the law?
Josiah was deeply moved and distressed, realizing the people had not been
following the covenant, which prompted him to initiate religious reforms.

What reforms did King Josiah implement after finding
the law?
Josiah removed idols and pagan worship sites, reinstituted the Passover
festival, and centralized worship in the Jerusalem temple.

In which biblical book is the account of King Josiah
finding the law recorded?
The account is recorded in 2 Kings 22 and 2 Chronicles 34 in the Old
Testament.

Why is King Josiah’s discovery of the law considered
important in biblical history?
It marked a pivotal moment of religious revival and covenant renewal for
Judah, influencing Jewish worship and identity.



Additional Resources
1. The Discovery of the Lost Law: King Josiah’s Reform
This book delves into the historical and religious significance of King
Josiah's discovery of the Book of the Law in the temple. It explores how this
event sparked a major religious reform in Judah, emphasizing the return to
covenantal fidelity. The author combines archaeological findings with
biblical texts to paint a vivid picture of Josiah’s reign and his impact on
Jewish history.

2. Josiah and the Book of the Covenant
Focusing on the moment King Josiah found the law scroll, this book examines
the political and spiritual ramifications of this discovery. It provides an
in-depth analysis of the reforms Josiah implemented, as well as the broader
context of ancient Near Eastern legal traditions. Readers will gain insight
into how Josiah’s actions shaped the identity of the Jewish people.

3. Restoring the Covenant: Josiah’s Religious Revolution
This narrative explores King Josiah’s efforts to restore the worship of
Yahweh after uncovering the law in the temple. The author discusses the
challenges Josiah faced from entrenched idolatry and social corruption.
Through a detailed study, the book highlights how Josiah’s reforms attempted
to realign Judah with its foundational religious principles.

4. The Book of the Law and the Last Days of Judah
This work situates the discovery of the law within the turbulent final years
of the kingdom of Judah. It examines the political unrest and external
threats that framed Josiah’s reign and reform efforts. The book offers a
nuanced view of how the rediscovery of the law was both a religious awakening
and a response to national crisis.

5. King Josiah: The Reforming Monarch of Judah
A comprehensive biography of King Josiah, this book covers his rise to power
and the transformative discovery of the law. It explores his commitment to
purifying the religious practices of Judah and his attempts to unify the
nation under a renewed covenant. The author draws on biblical and extra-
biblical sources to present a balanced portrait of Josiah’s leadership.

6. The Law Found in the Temple: Archaeology and Josiah’s Reforms
This title investigates the archaeological evidence supporting the biblical
account of Josiah’s reforms. It discusses the discovery of ancient texts and
temple artifacts that shed light on the religious landscape of Judah. The
book bridges the gap between scripture and archaeology, offering a grounded
understanding of Josiah’s discovery.

7. Josiah’s Covenant Renewal: Theology and Practice
Exploring the theological implications of finding the law, this book analyzes
how Josiah’s reforms influenced Jewish worship and identity. It looks at the
covenant renewal ceremony and its significance in reaffirming Israel’s
dedication to God. The author provides a detailed examination of the
religious texts that informed Josiah’s policies.



8. The Rediscovered Law: A Turning Point in Judah’s History
This book presents the discovery of the law as a pivotal moment that
redirected Judah’s history away from decline. It discusses how this event
inspired a wave of social and religious changes aimed at national
restoration. The narrative includes perspectives on the broader ancient Near
Eastern context and its influence on Judah.

9. From Darkness to Light: King Josiah’s Spiritual Revival
Focusing on the spiritual transformation ignited by the discovery of the law,
this book portrays Josiah as a catalyst for revival in Judah. It highlights
the king’s dedication to eradicating pagan practices and reestablishing pure
worship. Through a combination of historical analysis and theological
reflection, the author illustrates the enduring legacy of Josiah’s reforms.
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