
killing mr griffin study guide
killing mr griffin study guide offers a comprehensive resource for students,
educators, and readers seeking an in-depth understanding of the novel by Lois
Duncan. This guide provides detailed analyses of the plot, characters,
themes, and literary devices used throughout the book. It is designed to
enhance comprehension and critical thinking about the story’s complex moral
dilemmas and the consequences of peer pressure and manipulation. By exploring
the motivations behind the characters’ actions and the novel’s social
commentary, this study guide aids in fostering meaningful classroom
discussions and individual reflection. Furthermore, the guide includes
summaries, discussion questions, and relevant vocabulary to support readers
at all levels. The following sections will cover the plot summary, character
analysis, themes and motifs, and suggested discussion topics to enrich the
reading experience.
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Plot Summary
The plot of Killing Mr. Griffin revolves around a group of high school
students who conspire to kidnap their strict and authoritative English
teacher, Mr. Griffin. The plan is intended as a prank to teach him a lesson,
but things quickly spiral out of control, leading to tragic consequences. The
story unfolds through multiple perspectives, highlighting the psychological
and emotional turmoil experienced by the characters. The narrative explores
themes of guilt, responsibility, and the impact of peer pressure on decision-
making. The suspenseful and dramatic progression keeps readers engaged while
prompting reflection on ethical boundaries.

Beginning of the Story
The novel opens by introducing the main characters and setting the stage for
the conflict. Mark Kinney, a rebellious student, leads the plan to kidnap Mr.



Griffin to punish him for his harsh teaching methods. His girlfriend, Susan
McConnell, and other classmates are reluctantly drawn into the scheme. The
initial kidnapping is meant to be a harmless scare, but the situation
escalates beyond their control.

Climax and Resolution
As the group holds Mr. Griffin captive, tensions rise and alliances shift.
The prank turns deadly when Mr. Griffin suffers a fatal accident during the
ordeal. The characters must then confront the consequences of their actions,
dealing with fear, remorse, and attempts to cover up the crime. The
resolution reveals the unraveling of their plans and the ultimate justice for
Mr. Griffin.

Character Analysis
Understanding the motivations and development of the characters is essential
to grasping the novel’s message. Each character represents different aspects
of adolescent psychology and moral conflict. Their interactions and
transformations provide insight into the complexities of human behavior under
pressure.

Mark Kinney
Mark is the ringleader of the kidnapping plot. His rebellious nature and
desire for control drive the central conflict. Mark’s character arc reveals
the dangers of unchecked authority and the consequences of manipulating
others for personal gain. His charisma masks underlying insecurity and fear.

Susan McConnell
Susan is Mark’s girlfriend who struggles between loyalty to Mark and her own
moral compass. She experiences significant internal conflict as events spiral
out of control. Susan’s character embodies themes of peer influence, guilt,
and the struggle for autonomy.

Mr. Griffin
Mr. Griffin is portrayed as a strict, demanding teacher whose authoritarian
style alienates his students. Despite his flaws, he is a victim of the
students’ reckless actions. His character prompts readers to consider the
complexities of authority figures and the consequences of misunderstanding.



Other Key Characters

David Ruggles – A reluctant participant who struggles with the morality
of the plan.

Joyce Cooper – A character caught between peer pressure and her
conscience.

Mark’s friends – Their varying degrees of involvement highlight
different responses to group dynamics.

Themes and Motifs
The novel explores several central themes that resonate with adolescent
readers and educators alike. These themes provide a framework for analyzing
the characters’ decisions and the story’s moral lessons.

Peer Pressure and Conformity
One of the dominant themes is the influence of peer pressure in shaping
behavior. The characters’ decisions are heavily impacted by their desire to
fit in and avoid conflict within the group. This theme encourages readers to
reflect on the power of social dynamics in real-life situations.

Morality and Consequences
The story examines the ethical dilemmas faced by the characters and the far-
reaching consequences of their actions. It challenges readers to consider
accountability, the nature of justice, and the impact of choices made under
duress.

Authority and Rebellion
The tension between authority figures and rebellious youth is central to the
narrative. Mr. Griffin’s strictness clashes with the students’ desire for
autonomy, highlighting the complexities of respect, discipline, and
communication.

Fear and Guilt
The psychological effects of fear and guilt permeate the novel, influencing
character behavior and driving the plot forward. These emotions serve as



catalysts for character development and thematic exploration.

Literary Devices
Lois Duncan employs various literary techniques to enhance the storytelling
and engage readers. Recognizing these devices helps deepen understanding of
the novel’s structure and themes.

Multiple Perspectives
The narrative is told through different characters’ viewpoints, providing a
multifaceted understanding of events. This technique allows readers to see
the complexity of the situation and the varying motivations behind actions.

Foreshadowing
Foreshadowing is used to build suspense and hint at the tragic outcome.
Subtle clues throughout the text prepare readers for the climax and
underscore the inevitability of consequences.

Symbolism
Objects and events in the novel carry symbolic weight, such as the kidnapping
itself representing the loss of control and the dangers of impulsivity.

Discussion Questions
Engaging with critical questions enhances comprehension and encourages
analytical thinking. These questions are suitable for classroom discussions
or individual reflection.

What motivates the characters to participate in the kidnapping, and how1.
do their motivations change over time?

How does peer pressure influence the decisions made by the group?2.

In what ways does Mr. Griffin's teaching style contribute to the3.
conflict?

What ethical issues does the novel raise about responsibility and4.
justice?

How do fear and guilt impact the characters' behavior after the5.



kidnapping?

What role does communication play in the development and resolution of6.
the story?

Vocabulary and Language
The novel features vocabulary and expressions relevant to high school
settings and legal/ethical discussions. Familiarity with these terms supports
better understanding of key concepts and themes.

Conspiracy – a secret plan by a group to do something unlawful or
harmful.

Manipulation – controlling or influencing someone cleverly or unfairly.

Accountability – the fact or condition of being responsible for one’s
actions.

Peer pressure – influence from members of one’s peer group to behave in
a certain way.

Remorse – deep regret or guilt for a wrong committed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The main theme of 'Killing Mr. Griffin' is the consequences of peer pressure
and the moral dilemmas faced by teenagers when they make unethical decisions.

Who are the primary characters involved in the plot
of 'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The primary characters include Mark Kinney, Susan McConnell, David Ruggles,
Betsy Cline, and Mr. Griffin, the strict high school teacher.

What motivates the students to kidnap Mr. Griffin in
the story?
The students decide to kidnap Mr. Griffin as a misguided prank because they



are frustrated and intimidated by his strict and demanding teaching style.

How does 'Killing Mr. Griffin' explore the
consequences of actions?
The novel shows that the students' prank spirals out of control, leading to
unintended tragic consequences, highlighting how reckless actions can have
serious and irreversible outcomes.

What role does Susan McConnell play in the story?
Susan McConnell is a central character who begins to question the morality of
the group's actions and ultimately tries to rectify the situation.

How does the setting influence the events in
'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The high school setting creates a pressure-cooker environment where peer
influence and adolescent rebellion contribute to the characters’ decisions
and the escalation of the plot.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Killing Mr.
Griffin'?
Readers learn about the importance of personal responsibility, the dangers of
peer pressure, and how ethical choices impact lives.

How does the author build suspense throughout
'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The author uses multiple perspectives, escalating conflicts, and the mystery
surrounding Mr. Griffin's fate to maintain suspense and engage readers.

Additional Resources
1. Deathwatch by Robb White
This novel explores the tense psychological drama between two boys stranded
in the desert. As survival instincts kick in, the lines between friend and
foe blur, creating an intense atmosphere similar to the moral dilemmas in
*Killing Mr. Griffin*. The story delves into themes of power, guilt, and the
consequences of violence.

2. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
A classic tale of boys stranded on an uninhabited island, *Lord of the Flies*
examines the descent into savagery and loss of innocence. The novel addresses
group dynamics, leadership struggles, and the darker sides of human nature,



paralleling the psychological tension found in *Killing Mr. Griffin*.

3. We Were Liars by E. Lockhart
This suspenseful novel revolves around a group of privileged teenagers whose
secrets lead to tragic consequences. The story’s exploration of deception,
guilt, and the impact of peer pressure resonates with the themes of
manipulation and morality in *Killing Mr. Griffin*.

4. Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
Centering on a high school student’s suicide and the reasons behind it, this
book tackles serious issues like bullying, responsibility, and the effects of
one’s actions on others. Its exploration of teen psychology and consequences
of cruelty connects closely to the ethical questions in *Killing Mr.
Griffin*.

5. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
This novel portrays a high school student’s struggle against an oppressive
secret society. Themes of conformity, power, and resistance are central,
mirroring the conflicts and moral challenges faced by characters in *Killing
Mr. Griffin*.

6. Jennifer’s Body by Megan Fox
Though more supernatural in nature, this novel (and its film adaptation)
explores themes of betrayal and the darker side of teenage relationships. The
manipulation and consequences that unfold complement the psychological
thriller aspect of *Killing Mr. Griffin*.

7. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
This powerful book follows a high school girl dealing with trauma and finding
her voice. It addresses themes of silence, courage, and healing, which
provide a poignant contrast to the violence and secrecy depicted in *Killing
Mr. Griffin*.

8. Pretty Little Liars by Sara Shepard
This series delves into secrets, lies, and the dangerous consequences of
deceit among a group of teenage girls. The suspense and exploration of trust
and betrayal relate closely to the study of group dynamics and moral
ambiguity in *Killing Mr. Griffin*.

9. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
A classic novel about teenage gangs and the struggles between social groups,
*The Outsiders* touches on themes of loyalty, violence, and identity. Its
portrayal of conflicted youth and the search for justice aligns with many of
the themes present in *Killing Mr. Griffin*.
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