kids say the darndest things art
linkletter

kids say the darndest things art linkletter is a phrase that evokes nostalgia
and highlights the timeless charm of children's candid and often humorous
observations. This iconic expression is most famously associated with Art
Linkletter, a pioneering television host who popularized the concept through
his groundbreaking show titled "Kids Say the Darndest Things." This article
explores the origins of the phrase, the impact of Art Linkletter’s work on
television and popular culture, and how the humor and innocence of children
continue to captivate audiences today. By examining the legacy of "Kids Say
the Darndest Things," readers will gain insight into the unique ways children
perceive the world and express themselves. Additionally, this article delves
into the show's format, its influence on modern media, and the reasons why
such candid child interviews remain popular. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview of these themes.
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Origins of the Phrase and Show

The phrase kids say the darndest things art linkletter traces back to the
mid-20th century when Art Linkletter, a Canadian-American radio and
television personality, began featuring unscripted interviews with children
on his programs. These interviews showcased the spontaneous, innocent, and
often hilarious remarks made by children, capturing their unique perspectives
on life. The phrase itself encapsulated the surprise and delight adults
experienced when hearing children’s unfiltered truths and imaginative
answers. The concept was formalized into a television show, "Kids Say the
Darndest Things," which first aired in the 1950s and became a cultural
phenomenon. It highlighted the charm and unpredictability of children, making
their candidness the focal point of entertainment. This early exposure set
the stage for a new genre of family-friendly programming based on real-life
humor and innocence.

Historical Context

During the post-war era, television was rapidly becoming a dominant medium in
American households. Art Linkletter capitalized on this by introducing
content that was both wholesome and engaging. The emergence of "Kids Say the
Darndest Things" coincided with a societal focus on family wvalues and
childhood innocence. The show's success was partly due to its ability to
portray children’s unvarnished honesty in a way that resonated across



generations. It was a refreshing departure from scripted programming,
emphasizing authenticity and humor derived from genuine interactions.

Development of the Show

The initial concept involved Linkletter interviewing preschool and
elementary—-aged children on various topics, ranging from family life to
broader social issues. The unpredictability of children’s responses created a
natural comedic effect. The show’s development included refining the
interview process to encourage children’s openness without leading them,
preserving the authenticity that made the content so appealing. "Kids Say the
Darndest Things" was eventually syndicated and adapted for various formats,
including specials and revivals in later decades.

Art Linkletter’s Role and Impact

Art Linkletter was not only the host but also the creative force behind "Kids
Say the Darndest Things." His approachable demeanor and skillful interviewing
techniques allowed children to feel comfortable and express themselves
freely. Linkletter’s ability to engage with children and highlight their
perspectives endeared him to audiences and cemented his legacy in television
history. His work extended beyond entertainment, influencing how children
were portrayed in media and contributing to a broader understanding of
childhood psychology.

Interviewing Style

Linkletter’s interviewing style was characterized by warmth, patience, and
humor. He asked simple, clear questions and listened attentively, allowing
children to speak without interruption. This approach encouraged candidness
and spontaneity, which became the hallmark of the show. His genuine interest
in children’s viewpoints created a safe environment, enabling memorable and
often insightful exchanges. This style has influenced subsequent generations
of interviewers and television hosts working with children.

Legacy in Television

Art Linkletter’s pioneering work with "Kids Say the Darndest Things" laid the
groundwork for reality-based television and family-oriented programming that
emphasizes authentic moments. His influence is evident in numerous shows that
feature children’s perspectives or unscripted content. The show’s enduring
popularity led to multiple revivals, including those hosted by other
celebrities who sought to capture the same magic. Linkletter’s contribution
to entertainment and popular culture remains significant, with his name
synonymous with child-focused humor and innocence.

Format and Style of "Kids Say the Darndest
Things"

The format of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" was simple yet effective. It



involved short, unscripted interviews with children, often filmed in a studio
or informal setting. The questions were designed to be open-ended and
accessible to young minds, leading to candid and often humorous responses.
This straightforward style made the show easy to produce and highly engaging
for audiences of all ages.

Typical Interview Topics

The show covered a broad range of topics that children could relate to,
including:

e Family relationships and dynamics

School and education experiences

Personal aspirations and dreams

e Observations about the adult world

Holiday traditions and celebrations

This variety kept the content fresh and allowed children’s unique viewpoints
to shine through. The humor often arose from children’s literal
interpretations or imaginative explanations of these everyday subjects.

Production Elements

The production emphasized minimal editing to preserve the spontaneity of
children’s remarks. The setting was intentionally relaxed, often featuring a
casual seating arrangement to make children feel at ease. The inclusion of
live audience reactions or laughter enhanced the viewing experience, making
the humor more relatable. These elements combined to create a warm, inviting
atmosphere that celebrated childhood innocence.

Influence on Popular Culture and Media

Since its inception, "Kids Say the Darndest Things" has had a lasting impact
on popular culture and media. The show’s format inspired numerous television
programs, books, and comedy routines that highlight children’s unfiltered
honesty. It also contributed to a greater societal appreciation for the
unique insights children can offer. The phrase itself has become part of the
American cultural lexicon, often used to describe surprising or amusing
statements made by children.

Adaptations and Revivals

The original series inspired several adaptations and revivals over the years.
These include television specials, syndicated versions, and modern
reinterpretations hosted by contemporary celebrities. Each iteration sought
to capture the charm and humor of the original while updating the format for
new audiences. The continued demand for such content underscores the timeless
appeal of children’s candidness in entertainment.



Impact on Other Media Forms

Beyond television, the influence of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" extends to
literature, social media, and advertising. Books compiling humorous quotes
from children have been popular, and social media platforms frequently share
similar content that echoes the show's spirit. Advertisers have also utilized
children’s spontaneous remarks to create relatable and engaging campaigns.
The show's legacy is evident in the ongoing celebration of childhood
innocence across various media.

Why Children’s Candidness Resonates

The enduring popularity of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" can be attributed
to the universal appeal of children’s candidness. Their unfiltered
perspectives provide a refreshing contrast to the complexities and often
guarded nature of adult communication. Audiences are drawn to the honesty,
humor, and simplicity of children’s remarks, which often reveal profound
truths in unexpected ways.

Psychological and Social Factors

From a psychological perspective, children’s candidness reflects their
developmental stage, where curiosity and imagination dominate. Their lack of
social filters allows them to express thoughts that adults might censor.
Socially, this honesty fosters connection and empathy, as it reminds adults
of the innocence and wonder of childhood. The humor derived from these
interactions also serves as a stress relief and a source of joy for viewers.

Examples of Memorable Quotes

Throughout the history of "Kids Say the Darndest Things," numerous quotes
have become iconic for their wit and charm. Examples include:

1. "If your parents never had kids, then who did you come from?"
2. "Why do we have to go to bed when the moon is still out?"

3. "My dad says he loves me, but sometimes he yells a lot."

4. "Do all grown-ups tell stories like you do?"

5. "Why can't I have a pet dinosaur?"

These quotes exemplify the natural curiosity and humor that make children’s
perspectives so endearing and entertaining.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Art Linkletter and what is he known for?

Art Linkletter was a Canadian-American radio and television personality, best
known for hosting the show "Kids Say the Darndest Things," where he
interviewed children and shared their humorous and candid responses.

What is the concept behind 'Kids Say the Darndest
Things'?

The concept involves asking children simple questions and showcasing their
honest, funny, and often unexpected answers, highlighting the innocence and
humor in how kids perceive the world.

When did Art Linkletter's 'Kids Say the Darndest
Things' originally air?

The original radio version began in the 1940s, and the television version
aired primarily in the 1950s and 1960s, becoming a popular family show during
that era.

How did Art Linkletter's show impact popular culture?

The show popularized the idea of capturing children's spontaneous and amusing
remarks, influencing other media formats and inspiring later versions and
similar shows centered around children's perspectives.

Are there modern versions of 'Kids Say the Darndest
Things' inspired by Art Linkletter?

Yes, CBS revived the show in the 2010s with host Bill Cosby, and more
recently with Tiffany Haddish, continuing the tradition of featuring
children's humorous and candid responses in a family-friendly format.

Additional Resources

1. Kids Say the Darndest Things by Art Linkletter

This classic book captures the humorous and candid remarks of children as
collected by Art Linkletter. It showcases the innocence and unexpected wisdom
of kids, often leading to hilarious and heartwarming moments. The book is a
delightful read for parents, teachers, and anyone who enjoys the unfiltered
honesty of children.

2. They Say the Darndest Things: A Treasury of Kids' Quotes by Art Linkletter
A compilation of some of the funniest and most insightful things kids have
said over the years. This book highlights the quirky and imaginative
perspectives of children, reminding readers of the joy and simplicity in
seeing the world through young eyes. It’s perfect for light reading and
sharing laughs with family.

3. When Kids Say the Darndest Things by Art Linkletter

This book features a collection of amusing stories and quotes from kids,
capturing their spontaneous and often surprising remarks. Art Linkletter’s
observations celebrate the creativity and honesty that children bring to
everyday conversations. The book offers a nostalgic look at childhood



innocence and humor.

4. Art Linkletter's Kids Say the Darndest Things: The Book of the TV Show by
Art Linkletter

Based on the popular television show, this book gathers memorable moments
where children’s candid comments stole the spotlight. It’s an engaging read
that brings the charm and unpredictability of kids’ conversations from the
screen to the page. Ideal for fans of the show and anyone who appreciates
genuine childhood humor.

5. Darndest Things Kids Say by Art Linkletter

A collection of witty and sometimes profound statements made by children
during interviews and casual chats. This book reveals how kids often say
things that adults might never think of, providing both entertainment and
insight. It’'s a testament to the unique way children view the world.

6. The Best of Kids Say the Darndest Things by Art Linkletter

This volume brings together some of the most cherished and hilarious quotes

from children featured in Art Linkletter’s work. It’s perfect for those who

want a curated selection of the funniest and most touching moments. The book
highlights the timeless appeal of childhood honesty.

7. Laugh with Kids Say the Darndest Things by Art Linkletter

A lighthearted book filled with humorous anecdotes and quotes from children’s
spontaneous remarks. It celebrates the joy and laughter that come from
listening to kids’ unfiltered thoughts. This book is a great gift for anyone
who loves children or enjoys funny real-life stories.

8. Kids Say the Darndest Things: More Fun from the TV Show by Art Linkletter
A follow-up to the original collection, this book features additional funny
and surprising things children have said on the television program. It
continues to showcase the charm and unpredictability of kids’ conversations.
Readers can enjoy more moments of innocence and humor from young minds.

9. Timeless Kids Say the Darndest Things by Art Linkletter

This edition reflects on the enduring nature of children’s candid remarks
across different generations. Art Linkletter presents quotes and stories that
remain relevant and amusing regardless of when they were collected. It’s a
celebration of childhood wit and the universal appeal of kids’ honesty.
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