
kenneth scott latourette a history of
christianity
kenneth scott latourette a history of christianity stands as one of the most comprehensive and
authoritative works chronicling the development and influence of Christianity from its origins to the
modern era. This seminal text by Kenneth Scott Latourette meticulously explores the historical,
cultural, and theological dimensions of Christianity across centuries and continents. As a foundational
resource, it provides scholars, students, and readers interested in religious history with a detailed
narrative and analysis of Christianity's evolution. The book covers key periods such as the early
church, medieval Christianity, the Reformation, and the expansion of Christianity worldwide. This
article will delve into the significance of Kenneth Scott Latourette's work, its structure, major themes,
and its lasting impact on the study of Christian history. Below is a guide to the main sections covered
in this discussion.

Overview of Kenneth Scott Latourette’s Life and Scholarship

Structure and Scope of A History of Christianity

Key Themes and Contributions

Historical Periods Covered in the Work

Impact and Legacy in Christian Historiography

Overview of Kenneth Scott Latourette’s Life and
Scholarship
Kenneth Scott Latourette was a distinguished American historian and missionary whose academic
career spanned much of the 20th century. His expertise in religious history, particularly Christian
history, gained him international recognition. Latourette’s scholarly work was characterized by a
thorough approach to documenting Christianity’s global expansion and its interaction with various
cultures. He was particularly noted for his ability to synthesize vast historical data into accessible and
engaging narratives. Latourette’s background as a missionary informed his perspective, giving him a
unique vantage point to analyze Christianity not only as a religion but also as a transformative
cultural force.

Structure and Scope of A History of Christianity
A History of Christianity by Kenneth Scott Latourette is organized into multiple volumes, each devoted
to different eras and aspects of Christian history. The work is comprehensive, tracing Christianity from
its Jewish roots through its formative centuries, medieval developments, the Reformation, and into
the modern age. Latourette’s approach is chronological but also thematic, addressing theological,



social, and institutional changes over time. The scope of the text is global, highlighting Christianity’s
spread across Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

Volume Breakdown
The multi-volume set is typically divided as follows:

Volume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation

Volume 2: The Reformation to the Present Day

Supplementary volumes and later editions include updates and expanded coverage of global
Christianity

This structure allows readers to understand both continuity and change within Christian history,
providing a detailed chronological framework combined with thematic insights.

Key Themes and Contributions
Latourette’s A History of Christianity emphasizes several key themes that have shaped the
development of Christianity over two millennia. Among these are the interaction between Christianity
and culture, the role of missionary activity, theological developments, and the church’s socio-political
influence. The work highlights the dynamism of Christianity as it adapted to diverse cultural contexts
while maintaining core doctrinal beliefs.

Major Contributions to Christian Historiography

Comprehensive Global Perspective: Unlike earlier Eurocentric histories, Latourette included
significant attention to Christianity’s growth in Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

Integration of Theology and History: The book balances doctrinal discussions with historical
narrative, offering readers insight into how beliefs influenced historical events and vice versa.

Use of Primary Sources: Latourette drew extensively from original texts and documents,
enriching his historical accounts with authentic voices from different periods.

Accessibility: The writing style is scholarly yet readable, making the work valuable for both
experts and general readers.

Historical Periods Covered in the Work
The breadth of Kenneth Scott Latourette’s A History of Christianity encompasses numerous critical



phases in Christian history. Each period is analyzed in depth, revealing the complexities and
transformations that Christianity underwent.

The Early Church and Apostolic Age
This section explores the origins of Christianity, including the life of Jesus, the missionary journeys of
the apostles, and the establishment of early Christian communities amid Roman persecution.
Latourette details the theological foundations laid during this era and the formation of the New
Testament canon.

Medieval Christianity
The medieval period is examined with attention to the growth of the institutional church, monastic
movements, the Crusades, and scholastic theology. Latourette discusses the church’s political power
as well as its role in cultural and intellectual life.

The Reformation and Counter-Reformation
Latourette provides a balanced account of the Protestant Reformation, highlighting figures such as
Martin Luther and John Calvin, alongside the Catholic Counter-Reformation efforts. The religious,
political, and social upheavals of this period are analyzed in detail.

Modern Christianity and Global Expansion
The final volumes consider the rise of evangelical movements, missionary expansion, denominational
diversification, and Christianity's role in contemporary society. Latourette addresses both challenges
and growth in the 19th and 20th centuries, including ecumenical efforts and the impact of
secularization.

Impact and Legacy in Christian Historiography
Kenneth Scott Latourette’s A History of Christianity has had a profound and lasting impact on the
study of Christian history. Its comprehensive scope and global perspective set new standards for
scholarship in this field. The work remains a foundational reference for historians, theologians, and
students of religion worldwide.

Influence on Subsequent Scholarship
Latourette’s methodology and emphasis on global Christianity paved the way for more inclusive and
multidisciplinary approaches in religious studies. His integration of cultural, social, and theological
analysis encouraged historians to view Christianity as a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon. The
work’s continued relevance is evident in its frequent citation and use in academic curricula.



Educational and Ecumenical Importance
Beyond academia, A History of Christianity has supported ecumenical dialogue by fostering a deeper
understanding of Christian diversity and history. It serves as an educational tool that promotes
awareness of Christianity’s complex heritage and its contributions to global civilization.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Kenneth Scott Latourette?
Kenneth Scott Latourette was a prominent American historian and scholar known for his extensive
work on the history of Christianity.

What is 'A History of Christianity' by Kenneth Scott Latourette
about?
'A History of Christianity' is a comprehensive work that traces the development of Christianity from its
beginnings to the modern era, covering theological, cultural, and historical aspects.

When was 'A History of Christianity' first published?
The first edition of 'A History of Christianity' was published in 1937.

Why is Kenneth Scott Latourette's 'A History of Christianity'
considered important?
Latourette's work is considered important because it provides one of the most thorough and detailed
historical accounts of Christianity, widely used by scholars and students.

How many volumes are in Kenneth Scott Latourette's 'A
History of Christianity'?
The original work was published in multiple volumes, with some editions containing up to seven
volumes covering different historical periods.

What makes Latourette's approach to the history of
Christianity unique?
Latourette's approach is unique due to his emphasis on the global expansion of Christianity and his
balanced treatment of various denominations and cultural contexts.

Is 'A History of Christianity' by Latourette suitable for



beginners?
While comprehensive, the work can be dense and detailed, making it more suitable for advanced
students or those with some background in Christian history.

Has 'A History of Christianity' by Kenneth Scott Latourette
been updated or revised?
Yes, the work has undergone several revisions and updates since its original publication to
incorporate new research and perspectives.

Additional Resources
1. A History of Christianity: The Early Church to the Reformation by Kenneth Scott Latourette
This comprehensive work by Latourette covers the development of Christianity from its beginnings in
the first century through the Reformation. It explores the theological, cultural, and political influences
that shaped the early church and its spread across the Roman Empire and beyond. The book is known
for its scholarly depth and accessible narrative style.

2. The Story of Christianity: Volume 1 - The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation by Justo L.
González
This volume provides a detailed account of Christianity's origins, growth, and transformation up to the
Reformation. González offers insights into key figures, doctrinal developments, and historical
contexts, making it a valuable companion to Latourette’s work. The narrative is engaging and
accessible for both students and general readers.

3. A New History of Christianity by Paul Johnson
Paul Johnson’s book offers a broad overview of Christianity’s history, from its inception to the modern
era. It emphasizes the social and political aspects of the faith’s development, complementing
Latourette’s more ecclesiastical focus. The book is notable for its clear prose and critical perspective.

4. The Church in History by B.K. Kuiper
This book traces the global history of the Christian church, examining its theological evolution and
institutional growth. Kuiper’s work is often recommended alongside Latourette’s for those interested
in a detailed narrative of the church’s past. It balances scholarly rigor with readable storytelling.

5. Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years by Diarmaid MacCulloch
MacCulloch’s extensive history spans from the ancient roots of Christianity through to the 21st
century. The book integrates archaeological findings, cultural history, and theological discussions,
providing a richly textured understanding of the faith’s development. It is a modern complement to
Latourette’s earlier scholarship.

6. The Rise of Christianity by Rodney Stark
This book analyzes the factors that contributed to Christianity’s rapid growth in the Roman Empire.
Stark uses sociological and historical methods to explain how Christianity spread and established
itself as a dominant religion. The work offers a different angle from Latourette’s more traditional
historical narrative.

7. A Concise History of the Christian World Mission by John M. Swete



Focusing on the missionary movement within Christianity, this book traces the expansion of the faith
across continents. It highlights key missionary figures and moments that shaped the global church,
complementing Latourette’s coverage of Christian history. The concise format makes it ideal for quick
reference.

8. Christianity and the Roman Empire: Background Texts by Ralph Martin Novak
This collection of primary sources provides historical context for the early Christian church during the
Roman Empire. It includes writings from church fathers, emperors, and other contemporary figures,
giving readers direct access to the voices that shaped early Christianity. It serves as a valuable
resource alongside Latourette’s historical analysis.

9. The Reformation: A History by Diarmaid MacCulloch
MacCulloch offers an in-depth study of the Reformation period, a pivotal era covered extensively by
Latourette. The book explores the theological debates, political upheavals, and cultural changes that
defined the movement. It is praised for its detailed research and engaging narrative.
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