
joni mitchell big yellow taxi chords
joni mitchell big yellow taxi chords are essential for guitarists and musicians interested in
playing one of the most iconic songs of the 1970s. This song, originally written and performed by
Joni Mitchell, has captivated audiences with its memorable melody and poignant lyrics. Learning the
chords to "Big Yellow Taxi" not only allows players to perform the tune but also provides insight into
Joni Mitchell’s distinctive songwriting style. This article explores the chord progression, strumming
patterns, and tips for mastering the song on guitar. Additionally, this guide discusses the song's
background and variations to help musicians of all levels. Below is a detailed breakdown of what you
can expect in this article.

Understanding the Song’s Background

Basic Chords for Big Yellow Taxi

Chord Progression and Structure

Strumming Patterns and Techniques

Tips for Playing Like Joni Mitchell

Variations and Cover Versions

Understanding the Song’s Background
"Big Yellow Taxi" is a folk-rock song written and originally recorded by Canadian singer-songwriter
Joni Mitchell in 1970. The song is famous for its environmental message, criticizing urban
development and the loss of natural spaces. Its catchy melody and simple chord structure have made
it a favorite among guitarists, especially those learning to play folk and acoustic music. Knowing the
context of the song enhances the appreciation of the chords and the overall performance.

Basic Chords for Big Yellow Taxi
The foundation of playing "Big Yellow Taxi" lies in mastering its basic chord shapes. The chord
progression is relatively straightforward, making it accessible for beginner and intermediate
guitarists. The primary chords used in the song include:

G major

C major

D major

E minor



A minor

These chords form the backbone of many folk songs and are essential for achieving the authentic
sound of "Big Yellow Taxi." The song is typically played in the key of G major.

Chord Progression and Structure
Joni Mitchell’s "Big Yellow Taxi" follows a simple but effective chord progression that complements
the lyrical content and melody. The song consists of verses and a chorus that alternate with
consistent chord sequences. The general chord progression is as follows:

Verse: G - C - G - D1.

Chorus: C - D - G - Em - C - D - G2.

This sequence repeats throughout the song, creating a rhythmic and melodic flow that is easy to
follow. The use of the E minor chord adds emotional depth, while the transitions between G, C, and
D maintain a bright and upbeat feel. Understanding this progression is crucial for performing the
song smoothly.

Strumming Patterns and Techniques
The strumming pattern in "Big Yellow Taxi" plays a significant role in capturing the song’s lively and
upbeat vibe. Joni Mitchell often employs a folk-style strumming technique that emphasizes rhythm
and dynamics. A common strumming pattern used by guitarists for this song is:

Down, Down-Up, Up, Down-Up

This pattern creates a syncopated rhythm that complements the melody. Players should focus on
maintaining a steady tempo and accentuating the downstrokes to match the song’s energetic feel.
Additionally, incorporating light palm muting during verses can add texture and variation to the
performance.

Tips for Playing Like Joni Mitchell
Joni Mitchell is known for her unique guitar tunings and fingerpicking style, which contribute to her
distinctive sound. While "Big Yellow Taxi" is often played in standard tuning, adopting some of her
techniques can enhance the rendition:

Use of Open Tunings: Experiment with open G or D tunings to add richness to the chords.

Fingerpicking: Incorporate fingerpicking patterns to emulate Joni’s intricate playing style.



Dynamic Variation: Vary strumming intensity to reflect the song’s emotional shifts.

Chord Embellishments: Add hammer-ons and pull-offs within chords to create melodic
interest.

These tips help guitarists capture the essence of Joni Mitchell’s performance and make the song
more engaging.

Variations and Cover Versions
Over the years, "Big Yellow Taxi" has been covered by numerous artists in various styles, from
reggae to pop. Each rendition often features slight modifications in chord arrangements and
rhythms to suit different genres. Some popular variations include:

Altered chord voicings to fit different vocal ranges.

Changing the tempo for a more laid-back or upbeat feel.

Adding instrumental solos or harmonies.

Exploring these variations can provide inspiration for musicians looking to personalize their version
of the song while maintaining the core chord structure. Understanding the original chords and
progression is essential before experimenting with these creative adaptations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for Joni Mitchell's 'Big Yellow Taxi'?
The basic chords for 'Big Yellow Taxi' are G, C, D, and Em, which are commonly used throughout the
song.

How do you play the intro chords of 'Big Yellow Taxi' on
guitar?
The intro of 'Big Yellow Taxi' typically starts with a G chord, followed by a C chord, played with a
steady strumming pattern that sets the upbeat tone of the song.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing 'Big Yellow
Taxi' by Joni Mitchell?
Joni Mitchell often plays with a capo on the 1st fret for 'Big Yellow Taxi' to match the original key
and make chord transitions easier.



Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'Big Yellow Taxi'?
Accurate chord charts for 'Big Yellow Taxi' can be found on music websites like Ultimate Guitar,
Songsterr, and official Joni Mitchell songbooks.

What strumming pattern suits 'Big Yellow Taxi' best for
beginners?
A simple down-down-up-up-down-up strumming pattern works well for beginners playing 'Big Yellow
Taxi,' capturing the song's upbeat rhythm.

Can 'Big Yellow Taxi' chords be played with fingerpicking
style?
Yes, 'Big Yellow Taxi' can be played with fingerpicking by plucking the individual strings of the G, C,
D, and Em chords to create a more intricate and melodic sound.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Joni Mitchell: Big Yellow Taxi Chords and Beyond
This book dives deep into the chord progressions and fingerpicking style of Joni Mitchell, with a
special focus on the iconic song "Big Yellow Taxi." It provides detailed chord diagrams, strumming
patterns, and tips for capturing her unique sound. Ideal for intermediate guitarists looking to expand
their repertoire with classic folk tunes.

2. The Art of Joni Mitchell Guitar: From Big Yellow Taxi to Blue
Explore the musical genius of Joni Mitchell through this comprehensive guide, which includes chord
charts, song analyses, and playing techniques. This book covers "Big Yellow Taxi" extensively,
helping players understand the nuances of her songwriting and guitar work. Perfect for musicians
aspiring to emulate her style.

3. Folk Guitar Essentials: Playing Joni Mitchell’s Big Yellow Taxi
A beginner-friendly resource for learning the essential chords and rhythms in "Big Yellow Taxi." This
book breaks down the song into manageable sections and includes practice exercises. It also offers
background information on Joni Mitchell’s influence in folk music.

4. Joni Mitchell Songbook: Chords, Lyrics, and Guitar Techniques
Featuring a collection of Joni Mitchell’s most beloved songs, including "Big Yellow Taxi," this
songbook offers accurate chord charts and lyric sheets. It includes performance tips and insights
into her songwriting process. A great addition for fans and guitar players alike.

5. Fingerstyle Guitar with Joni Mitchell: Big Yellow Taxi and More
Focused on fingerpicking techniques, this book teaches how to replicate Joni Mitchell’s signature
guitar style. "Big Yellow Taxi" is thoroughly covered, with step-by-step instructions to master the
intricate patterns. Suitable for guitarists looking to enhance their fingerstyle skills.

6. Eco-Songs and Guitar: Learning Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell
This unique book combines environmental themes with guitar instruction, using "Big Yellow Taxi" as



a case study. It includes chord breakdowns and discusses the song’s message about nature and
urbanization. A thoughtful resource for musicians interested in socially conscious music.

7. The Complete Joni Mitchell Chord Encyclopedia
A comprehensive guide to all the chords used across Joni Mitchell’s catalog, with detailed diagrams
and explanations. "Big Yellow Taxi" chords are highlighted to illustrate her innovative use of tuning
and harmony. Ideal for advanced players seeking to deepen their understanding of her music.

8. Guitar Play-Along: Joni Mitchell’s Big Yellow Taxi
This interactive book includes play-along tracks and chord charts for "Big Yellow Taxi," helping
players develop timing and rhythm. It also offers tips on vocal accompaniment and performance.
Great for learners who want to practice with recorded music.

9. Joni Mitchell’s Guitar Legacy: Techniques Behind Big Yellow Taxi
An analytical look at the guitar techniques that define Joni Mitchell’s sound, with a focus on "Big
Yellow Taxi." The book explains alternate tunings, chord voicings, and melodic phrasing used in her
songs. Perfect for guitarists seeking to incorporate her style into their own playing.
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