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john rawls justice as fairness a restatement 3 presents a refined overview of one of the most
influential theories in political philosophy. This work elaborates on Rawls's concept of justice as
fairness, emphasizing the principles that govern the basic structure of society. The restatement
addresses key philosophical debates, clarifies Rawls's original ideas, and responds to critiques by
providing a more precise articulation of his theory. This article examines the core components of
justice as fairness, its theoretical framework, and the significance of the third restatement in
contemporary discourse. Readers will gain insight into the principles of equal liberty, the difference
principle, and the original position, central to understanding Rawls's vision of a just society. The
following sections will explore the historical context, main principles, and implications of Rawls’s
restatement, providing a comprehensive analysis of this foundational text.

Theoretical Foundations of Justice as Fairness

Core Principles in Rawls’s Restatement

The Original Position and Veil of Ignorance

Differences and Developments in the Third Restatement

Critiques and Responses

Implications for Contemporary Political Philosophy

Theoretical Foundations of Justice as Fairness
The theory of justice as fairness is John Rawls’s attempt to establish a framework for evaluating
social institutions and their distribution of rights and duties. Rooted in social contract theory, it
reconceptualizes justice as a matter of fairness rather than utilitarian calculations or historical
entitlement. Rawls proposed that principles of justice are those everyone would agree to under fair
conditions, laying the groundwork for a moral and political philosophy focused on equality and
liberty. The restatement 3 builds on these foundations by clarifying ambiguities and reinforcing the
normative force of his principles.

Historical Context and Philosophical Influences
Rawls’s theory emerges from a tradition of liberal thought influenced by Kantian ethics, social
contract theory, and utilitarian critiques. His work responds to the limitations of utilitarianism by
emphasizing individual rights and the importance of fairness in social cooperation. Justice as
fairness presents a unique synthesis designed to respect pluralism and moral diversity within
democratic societies.



Justice as a Social Contract
At its core, justice as fairness treats the principles of justice as an agreement among free and equal
persons. This contractualist approach ensures that the rules governing society are mutually
acceptable and justifiable to all members, particularly those in the least advantaged positions. The
restatement 3 refines this contractual framework by addressing interpretative challenges and
reinforcing the idea of reciprocity.

Core Principles in Rawls’s Restatement
The restatement 3 of justice as fairness articulates two fundamental principles that structure
Rawls’s vision of justice. These principles guide the design of institutions and ensure that social
cooperation benefits all individuals fairly. Understanding these principles is essential to grasping the
practical and ethical implications of Rawls’s theory.

The Principle of Equal Liberty
This principle asserts that each person has an equal right to the most extensive basic liberties
compatible with similar liberties for others. It prioritizes political freedoms, freedom of thought, and
protection of personal rights. Rawls’s restatement emphasizes that these liberties are non-negotiable
and form the foundation of a just society.

The Difference Principle
The difference principle permits social and economic inequalities only if they benefit the least
advantaged members of society. It is a distinctive feature of Rawls’s theory, contrasting sharply with
strict egalitarianism. The restatement clarifies the application of this principle, highlighting its role
in promoting social cooperation and mitigating unfair disadvantages.

Priority Rules and Lexical Ordering
Rawls establishes a lexical order between the principles, ensuring that the principle of equal liberty
takes precedence over the difference principle. This ordering protects fundamental rights while
allowing for inequalities only when they improve the position of the least well-off. The restatement 3
explicates these priority rules to prevent conflicts between competing principles.

The Original Position and Veil of Ignorance
The original position is a hypothetical scenario where individuals choose principles of justice without
knowledge of their social status or personal characteristics. This thought experiment ensures
impartiality and fairness by removing bias. The veil of ignorance, a central device in this model,
obscures relevant information to promote equitable decision-making.



Rationale Behind the Original Position
The original position serves as a method for deriving just principles by simulating conditions of
fairness. Rawls argues that rational individuals behind the veil of ignorance would select principles
that safeguard equal liberties and provide social and economic benefits to the worst-off, reflecting a
commitment to fairness.

Applications and Limitations
The restatement 3 addresses critiques concerning the realism and applicability of the original
position. It emphasizes the model’s role as a normative tool rather than a descriptive account,
reinforcing its value in guiding institutional design and moral reasoning.

Differences and Developments in the Third
Restatement
Justice as fairness: a restatement 3 introduces refinements and clarifications that enhance the
coherence and applicability of Rawls’s theory. These developments respond to earlier criticisms and
evolving philosophical debates, ensuring the theory remains relevant and robust.

Clarifications of Key Concepts
The third restatement elaborates on the nature of social primary goods, the scope of equal liberties,
and the interpretation of the difference principle. These clarifications address ambiguities and
strengthen the conceptual framework of justice as fairness.

Emphasis on Reciprocity and Stability
Rawls highlights the importance of reciprocity in social cooperation, emphasizing that principles of
justice must be acceptable to all reasonable citizens. The restatement also explores the conditions
under which a just society can achieve stability over time, integrating considerations of political
legitimacy.

Critiques and Responses
John Rawls’s justice as fairness has been subject to extensive philosophical scrutiny. The third
restatement engages with prominent critiques, providing responses that reinforce the theory’s
validity and address concerns about its assumptions and implications.

Responses to Utilitarian Critiques
Rawls counters utilitarianism’s potential to sacrifice individual rights for aggregate welfare by



prioritizing basic liberties. The restatement underscores the moral importance of protecting
individuals and ensuring fairness, even when it may conflict with maximizing overall utility.

Addressing Claims of Idealization
Some critics argue that the original position is overly idealized and detached from real-world
complexities. The restatement acknowledges these critiques but defends the model’s normative
utility, emphasizing its role in articulating principles for just institutions rather than describing
actual decision-making processes.

Debates on the Difference Principle
The difference principle’s allowance of inequalities has sparked debate regarding its feasibility and
ethical justification. Rawls’s restatement clarifies the principle’s intent to improve the condition of
the least advantaged and situates it within a broader framework of fair cooperation.

Implications for Contemporary Political Philosophy
The third restatement of justice as fairness continues to influence debates in political theory, ethics,
and public policy. Its articulation of justice principles offers a normative standard for evaluating
social institutions and addressing issues of inequality and rights.

Influence on Modern Liberal Thought
Rawls’s theory shapes contemporary liberalism by emphasizing individual rights, fairness, and social
cooperation. The restatement reinforces these themes, providing a coherent framework that informs
debates on welfare, equality, and democratic governance.

Applications to Policy and Social Justice
The principles outlined in the restatement guide discussions on healthcare, education, economic
redistribution, and civil rights. Policymakers and scholars draw on justice as fairness to advocate for
policies that protect liberties and promote social equity.

Future Directions and Continuing Relevance
As societies confront new challenges related to diversity, globalization, and technological change,
Rawls’s justice as fairness remains a foundational reference point. The third restatement ensures the
theory’s adaptability and ongoing significance in evolving political contexts.

Theory grounded in social contract and fairness
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Use of original position and veil of ignorance for impartiality

Clarifications and refinements in the third restatement

Engagement with critiques and defense of normative framework

Impact on contemporary political thought and policy

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of John Rawls' 'Justice as Fairness: A
Restatement'?
'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' focuses on refining and clarifying Rawls' original theory of
justice, emphasizing the principles of justice as fairness through a more accessible and precise
presentation.

How does 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' differ from
Rawls' original work 'A Theory of Justice'?
The restatement simplifies and revises some arguments from 'A Theory of Justice,' addressing
criticisms and elaborating on the idea of justice as fairness with clearer language and updated
philosophical insights.

What are the two principles of justice outlined in 'Justice as
Fairness: A Restatement'?
The two principles are: 1) Each person has an equal right to the most extensive basic liberties
compatible with similar liberties for others. 2) Social and economic inequalities are to be arranged
so that they are both reasonably expected to be to everyone’s advantage and attached to positions
open to all.

How does Rawls use the 'original position' in the restatement?
Rawls uses the 'original position' as a hypothetical social contract scenario where individuals choose
principles of justice behind a 'veil of ignorance,' unaware of their own social status or natural
abilities, ensuring impartiality.

What role does the 'veil of ignorance' play in 'Justice as
Fairness: A Restatement'?
The 'veil of ignorance' ensures that principles of justice are chosen without bias or self-interest, as



individuals do not know their own place in society, promoting fairness and equality.

Does 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' address criticisms of
Rawls' earlier theory?
Yes, the restatement responds to several critiques by clarifying concepts, refining arguments, and
addressing concerns about the applicability and coherence of the theory of justice as fairness.

How is the concept of fairness central to Rawls' theory in this
restatement?
Fairness is central because Rawls argues that justice principles must be chosen under conditions
that ensure impartiality, making justice a matter of fair terms of social cooperation among free and
equal persons.

What impact has 'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' had on
contemporary political philosophy?
'Justice as Fairness: A Restatement' has reinforced Rawls’ influence by providing a clearer, more
accessible articulation of his theory, continuing to shape debates on justice, equality, and political
liberalism.

Additional Resources
1. Justice as Fairness: A Restatement by John Rawls
This book is a concise restatement of Rawls's theory of justice originally presented in his seminal
work, "A Theory of Justice." It clarifies and refines the principles of justice as fairness, emphasizing
the original position and the two principles of justice. The restatement is essential for anyone
seeking a clear and accessible understanding of Rawls’s later thoughts.

2. Political Liberalism by John Rawls
In this work, Rawls expands on the idea of justice as fairness in the context of a pluralistic society.
He explores how a stable and just society of free citizens can exist despite divergent moral and
philosophical doctrines. The book addresses the challenges of political consensus and proposes the
concept of overlapping consensus.

3. The Idea of Justice by Amartya Sen
Sen critiques Rawls's theory by emphasizing comparative justice over ideal justice. He argues for a
more practical approach to justice that focuses on real-world inequalities and injustices. This book
offers a complementary perspective that broadens the discussion initiated by Rawls.

4. Rawls: A Theory of Justice and Its Critics by Samuel Freeman
This book provides a comprehensive overview of Rawls's theory alongside various critiques and
interpretations. Samuel Freeman, a leading Rawls scholar, defends and elaborates on the theory of
justice as fairness. It’s an excellent resource for understanding the debates surrounding Rawls’s
work.



5. Justice and the Social Contract: Essays on Rawlsian Political Philosophy edited by Jon Mandle
A collection of essays that explore different aspects of Rawls’s theory, focusing on the social contract
tradition. The contributors analyze justice as fairness in relation to contemporary political issues and
theories. This volume deepens the reader’s grasp of Rawlsian philosophy in practice.

6. Justice as Fairness: A Restatement by Erin Kelly
Erin Kelly provides an insightful introduction and commentary to Rawls's restatement, helping
readers engage with the text more critically. The book highlights key themes and situates the work
within the broader context of political philosophy. It serves as a valuable guide for students and
scholars alike.

7. Rawls and Habermas: Reason, Pluralism, and the Claims of Political Philosophy by Thomas
McCarthy
This comparative study examines the relationship between Rawls’s justice as fairness and
Habermas’s discourse ethics. McCarthy investigates how both thinkers address pluralism and
rational justification in democratic societies. The book offers a rich dialogue between two influential
contemporary philosophers.

8. Justice as Fairness: A Restatement and Its Critics by Various Authors
This edited volume gathers critical responses to Rawls’s restatement of justice as fairness. The
essays discuss the strengths and limitations of the theory and propose modifications or alternatives.
It is an important resource for engaging with ongoing scholarly discussions about Rawls’s legacy.

9. Justice and Fairness: John Rawls and the Philosophy of Equality by Jon Elster
Elster critically examines Rawls’s conception of justice as fairness with a focus on equality and
distributive justice. The book addresses potential tensions within Rawls’s framework and explores its
implications for social and economic policy. It is a thoughtful analysis for those interested in the
practical applications of Rawlsian theory.
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