john mcphee coming into the country

john mcphee coming into the country is a significant work that explores themes of immigration,
culture, and the American landscape through the lens of one of the most respected nonfiction
writers. This article delves into the background of the book "Coming into the Country," the stylistic
approach of John McPhee, and the impact of his narrative on the understanding of Alaska and its
inhabitants. Readers will gain insight into how McPhee captures the essence of the Alaskan frontier,
blending detailed reportage with literary elegance. Additionally, the discussion covers the broader
implications of immigration and settlement in remote areas, as well as McPhee’s influence on
contemporary nature and travel writing. This comprehensive examination aims to illuminate why
"john mcphee coming into the country" remains a vital work in American literature and
environmental writing. The following sections will guide through the book’s context, themes,
narrative techniques, and legacy.
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Background and Context of John McPhee’s Work

John McPhee is a renowned American writer known for his pioneering contributions to creative
nonfiction. His book Coming into the Country, first published in 1977, offers a vivid portrait of
Alaska during a time of transition and development. The work is the culmination of several trips
McPhee made to Alaska in the early 1970s, where he documented the lives of settlers, Native
Alaskans, and the natural environment. This book is part of McPhee’s larger career dedicated to
exploring distinct American landscapes and cultures with a meticulous eye for detail and narrative
depth.

Historical and Cultural Setting of Alaska

In the 1970s, Alaska was experiencing significant changes due to the discovery of oil and the
construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System. This period marked a shift from a predominantly
wilderness frontier to a more industrial and economically vibrant region. McPhee’s work captures
this moment in Alaskan history, highlighting the tension between preservation and progress. His
observations provide valuable context for understanding the challenges faced by both indigenous
populations and newcomers adapting to the harsh but resource-rich environment.



John McPhee’s Journalistic Roots

Before writing Coming into the Country, McPhee had established himself as a staff writer for The
New Yorker, where he honed his ability to blend factual reporting with literary storytelling. His
background in journalism is evident in the thorough research and attention to detail that permeate
the book. McPhee’s approach to nonfiction emphasizes immersive experience and careful
observation, traits that define his portrayal of Alaskan life.

Exploration of Themes in Coming into the Country

The themes in Coming into the Country revolve around exploration, survival, identity, and the
relationship between humans and nature. McPhee investigates how individuals and communities
negotiate their place within a vast and often unforgiving landscape. The book is structured around
three distinct regions of Alaska, each representing different aspects of the state’s cultural and
environmental diversity.

Human Interaction with the Wilderness

One of the central themes is the interaction between people and the Alaskan wilderness. McPhee
examines how settlers live off the land, relying on hunting, fishing, and trapping, while also
confronting the isolation and difficulties of frontier life. This theme raises broader questions about
sustainability, environmental stewardship, and the human desire to find freedom in remote places.

Alaska’s Diverse Populations

McPhee highlights the coexistence of Native Alaskans, homesteaders, and oil workers, each with
distinct cultures and perspectives. The book explores how these groups maintain their identities
amidst economic and social change. The narrative sheds light on the resilience of indigenous
traditions and the adaptability of newcomers seeking opportunity in Alaska.

Transformation and Development

The impact of industrial development, particularly oil extraction, is a recurring theme. McPhee
presents the pipeline project as both a symbol of progress and a source of conflict, illustrating the
complexities of balancing economic growth with environmental concerns. This theme resonates with
broader debates about resource exploitation and conservation.



Narrative Style and Writing Techniques

John McPhee’s narrative style in Coming into the Country is characterized by meticulous detail, vivid
descriptions, and a balanced tone that combines objectivity with empathy. His writing technique
allows readers to experience Alaska’s landscapes and cultures intimately while maintaining a
journalistic rigor.

Use of Multiple Perspectives

McPhee employs a multiperspective approach, incorporating interviews and personal stories from a
range of Alaskans. This technique enriches the narrative by presenting diverse viewpoints and
creating a nuanced portrait of the region. The voices of hunters, oil workers, and Native elders
contribute to a comprehensive understanding of Alaska’s complexity.

Descriptive and Evocative Language

The author’s descriptive prowess brings the Alaskan environment to life. McPhee’s carefully chosen
words convey the textures, sounds, and moods of the wilderness, enhancing the reader’s immersion.
The evocative language underscores the awe-inspiring beauty and formidable challenges of the
frontier.

Structural Organization

The book is divided into sections focusing on different geographic areas: the Arctic Slope, the
Interior, and the Southeast. This organization mirrors the varied experiences of Alaskans and helps
structure the thematic exploration. McPhee’s narrative flow guides readers through contrasting
landscapes and lifestyles, reinforcing the diversity of the state.

Impact on Environmental and Travel Literature

Coming into the Country has had a lasting influence on environmental writing and travel literature.
McPhee’s blend of factual accuracy and literary craftsmanship set a standard for nonfiction
storytelling about nature and place. The book is frequently cited in discussions about wilderness
preservation and cultural representation.

Influence on Nature Writing

McPhee’s detailed observations and respectful portrayal of the environment have inspired



generations of writers to approach nature writing with both scientific curiosity and artistic
sensitivity. His work demonstrates how nonfiction can engage readers emotionally while informing
them intellectually about ecological issues.

Contribution to Travel and Regional Literature

The book expanded the scope of regional literature by focusing on a part of the United States often
overlooked in mainstream narratives. McPhee’s exploration of Alaska as a distinct cultural and
ecological region helped popularize interest in remote and rugged destinations, influencing travel
writing and tourism literature.

Role in Environmental Awareness

By documenting the complex relationship between development and conservation in Alaska,
McPhee’s work contributed to environmental awareness during a critical period. His balanced
approach encouraged dialogue about responsible resource management and the preservation of
wilderness areas.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

The legacy of john mcphee coming into the country endures in its continued readership and
scholarly attention. The book remains a key text in understanding Alaska’s history and environment,
as well as a model for nonfiction writers exploring place and identity.

Enduring Popularity and Critical Acclaim

Decades after its publication, the book is still regarded as a definitive narrative about Alaska. Critics
praise McPhee’s ability to capture the complexity of the state’s natural and human landscapes. Its
inclusion in academic curricula underscores its importance in American literature.

Relevance to Contemporary Issues

The themes of environmental change, cultural survival, and economic development explored in the
book continue to resonate today. As Alaska faces ongoing challenges related to climate change and
resource exploitation, McPhee’s insights offer valuable perspectives for policymakers,
environmentalists, and the general public.



Influence on Future Writers

John McPhee’s techniques and thematic concerns have influenced many contemporary writers in
nonfiction and environmental genres. His emphasis on immersive reportage and narrative depth
serves as a guide for those seeking to write about complex places and communities with accuracy
and empathy.

e Immersive research and fieldwork

e Balanced portrayal of conflicting interests

e Integration of scientific and cultural knowledge
¢ Use of multiple narrative voices

e Emphasis on environmental ethics and stewardship

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John McPhee, and why is his arrival in the country
significant?

John McPhee is a renowned American writer known for his works on nature, science, and geography.
His arrival in the country is significant because he is expected to conduct research and give lectures
that will contribute to local literary and environmental discussions.

What is the purpose of John McPhee coming into the country?

John McPhee is coming into the country to engage in a series of speaking engagements, workshops,
and research projects focused on environmental conservation and geographical studies.

When is John McPhee scheduled to arrive in the country?

John McPhee is scheduled to arrive in the country in early July 2024 for a month-long visit.

Are there any public events or talks planned with John McPhee
during his visit?

Yes, several public events and talks are planned across major cities, including book signings,
lectures on environmental topics, and interactive workshops with students and writers.



How can people attend John McPhee’s events during his visit
to the country?

People can attend John McPhee’s events by registering online through the official event websites or
purchasing tickets at participating venues. Some events may also be streamed live for wider
accessibility.

Additional Resources

1. Coming into the Country by John McPhee

This seminal work by John McPhee explores the vast and rugged wilderness of Alaska. Through vivid
storytelling and detailed observation, McPhee presents the lives of those who live and work in this
remote land, from hunters and miners to government officials. The book captures the tension
between nature and development, highlighting the beauty and challenges of the Alaskan frontier.

2. Levels of the Game by John McPhee

Though not directly about Alaska, this book showcases McPhee’s narrative style and keen eye for
detail. It covers a tennis match between Arthur Ashe and Clark Graebner, blending sport with
cultural and social commentary. Readers interested in McPhee’s approach to storytelling will find
this a compelling companion to his Alaska writings.

3. The Curve of Binding Energy by John McPhee

This book delves into the world of nuclear physics and energy, illustrating McPhee’s talent for
making complex subjects accessible. While it doesn’t focus on Alaska, it reflects his deep
investigative style and ability to weave science and human interest, qualities evident in his accounts
of the Alaskan wilderness.

4. Oranges by John McPhee

A detailed investigation into the orange industry in Florida, this book highlights McPhee’s skill in
exploring specialized topics with depth and clarity. Its narrative approach is similar to that in
Coming into the Country, making it an interesting read for those who appreciate McPhee’s
methodical storytelling.

5. The Pine Barrens by John McPhee

This exploration of the New Jersey Pine Barrens shares thematic similarities with Coming into the
Country, focusing on a unique and often overlooked American landscape. McPhee examines the
ecology, history, and people of the region, demonstrating his fascination with how humans interact
with their environment.

6. Draft No. 4: On the Writing Process by John McPhee

In this collection of essays, McPhee reveals his insights into writing and storytelling. It provides an
excellent backdrop for understanding how he crafted works like Coming into the Country, offering
aspiring writers and fans a glimpse into his meticulous process.

7. Rising from the Plains by John McPhee

Part of McPhee’s series on geology and landscapes, this book investigates the uplift and formation of
the Rocky Mountains. It shares with Coming into the Country a deep appreciation for natural history
and the shaping forces behind America’s vast terrains.



8. Annals of the Former World by John McPhee

This Pulitzer Prize-winning volume compiles several of McPhee’s geological narratives, including
Rising from the Plains. It offers a broad perspective on North America’s geological makeup,
complementing the environmental themes found in Coming into the Country.

9. Uncommon Carriers by John McPhee
Exploring the world of freight transportation, this book showcases McPhee’s interest in specialized

professions and industries. Like Coming into the Country, it reveals the complexities behind
seemingly straightforward topics through immersive reporting and engaging prose.
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