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john locke two treatises of government 1690 worksheet answers provide essential
insights into one of the most influential works in political philosophy. This article offers a
comprehensive exploration of John Locke’s seminal text, "Two Treatises of Government,"
published in 1690, focusing on common worksheet questions and their detailed answers.
Understanding Locke’s theories on natural rights, the social contract, and the separation
of powers is crucial for students and scholars alike. This guide not only clarifies the key
concepts but also helps learners critically engage with Locke’s arguments through well-
structured answers. The content is optimized to support academic success and deepen
comprehension of Locke’s impact on modern political thought. Below is an organized
layout of the article’s main topics for easy navigation.

e Overview of John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government

e Key Themes and Concepts in the Two Treatises

e Common Worksheet Questions and Detailed Answers

e Application of Locke’s Ideas in Historical and Modern Contexts

e Tips for Effectively Using Worksheet Answers for Study

Overview of John Locke’s Two Treatises of
Government

John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government is a foundational text in political philosophy,
published in 1690. The work is divided into two separate treatises: the first dismantles the
divine right of kings theory, while the second outlines Locke’s vision of civil society based
on natural rights and government by consent. This treatise emerged during a period of
political upheaval in England, influencing the development of liberal democracy. Locke’s
arguments emphasize individual rights, property ownership, and the legitimacy of
governmental authority derived from the governed.

Historical Context of the Treatises

The Two Treatises was written against the backdrop of the English Civil War, the Glorious
Revolution, and the controversies surrounding monarchy and parliament. Locke’s rejection
of absolute monarchy and his advocacy for constitutional government were revolutionary
for the time. His ideas contributed significantly to the intellectual foundations of the
Enlightenment and later inspired political documents such as the American Declaration of



Independence.

Structure and Purpose of the Treatises

The first treatise serves primarily as a critique of Robert Filmer’s Patriarcha, which
argued for the absolute authority of kings. Locke systematically counters these claims,
setting the stage for the second treatise, which offers a positive theory of government. The
second treatise elaborates on the state of nature, natural law, property rights, and the
social contract, proposing a government limited by laws that protect individual freedoms.

Key Themes and Concepts in the Two Treatises

Understanding the major themes in Locke’s Two Treatises of Government is essential for
answering worksheet questions effectively. These themes include natural rights, the social
contract, consent of the governed, and the right to revolution. Locke’s work articulates a
vision of political society that prioritizes liberty and justice through balanced
governmental powers.

Natural Rights and the State of Nature

Locke argues that individuals inherently possess natural rights to life, liberty, and
property prior to the establishment of government. The state of nature is a condition
where these rights exist but lack secure protection. This concept is central to Locke’s
justification for forming political society and government.

The Social Contract and Government by Consent

The social contract, according to Locke, is an agreement among individuals to form a
government that protects their natural rights. Government legitimacy arises from the
consent of the governed, making political authority conditional and accountable.

Separation of Powers and Right to Revolution

Locke advocates for the separation of legislative and executive powers to prevent tyranny.
Additionally, he asserts that citizens retain the right to overthrow a government that fails
to uphold their rights or breaches the social contract.

Common Worksheet Questions and Detailed
Answers

Worksheets based on Locke’s Two Treatises of Government often include questions
designed to test understanding of key principles and their implications. Below are common



questions accompanied by comprehensive answers to facilitate learning.

1. What is the state of nature according to Locke?

Locke describes the state of nature as a pre-political condition where individuals are
free and equal, governed by natural law, which is reason. In this state, people have
natural rights but lack an impartial authority to enforce laws, leading to potential
conflicts.

2. How does Locke justify private property?
Locke asserts that property rights originate from an individual’s labor. By mixing
their labor with natural resources, individuals gain ownership. Property is justified as
long as there is “enough and as good” left for others, ensuring fairness and
sustainability.

3. What role does consent play in Locke’s theory of government?

Consent is fundamental in Locke’s theory; it is the basis of legitimate political
authority. People consent to form governments to protect their natural rights, and
without this consent, governments have no rightful power.

4. Explain Locke’s concept of the right to revolution.

Locke holds that when a government acts against the interests of the people by
violating natural rights or the social contract, citizens have the moral right to revolt
and establish a new government that will protect their liberties.

5. What is the separation of powers, and why is it important?

Locke divides governmental power into legislative and executive branches to prevent
abuses of power. This separation is important to maintain checks and balances,
ensuring no single entity can dominate or oppress citizens.

Application of Locke’s Ideas in Historical and
Modern Contexts

John Locke’s political philosophy has deeply influenced both historical events and
contemporary governance. His principles underpin many democratic systems and human
rights frameworks.



Influence on the American Revolution

Locke’s emphasis on natural rights and government by consent inspired the American
colonists in their struggle against British rule. His ideas are evident in foundational
documents like the Declaration of Independence, which echoes Locke’s language on life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Impact on Modern Democratic Theory

Contemporary democratic governments reflect Locke’s theories through constitutions that
protect individual rights, promote popular sovereignty, and establish checks and balances.
His work remains a reference point in debates about civil liberties and government
accountability.

Continued Relevance in Political Education

Locke’s Two Treatises continues to be a staple in political philosophy education, with
worksheets and study guides facilitating students’ understanding of complex ideas. The
worksheet answers help clarify Locke’s arguments and encourage critical analysis.

Tips for Effectively Using Worksheet Answers for
Study

Utilizing worksheet answers related to John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government can
enhance comprehension and academic performance. The following strategies optimize
their use.

Analyze Rather Than Memorize

Focus on understanding the rationale behind each answer instead of rote memorization.
This approach fosters deeper learning and the ability to apply concepts to new questions.

Connect Themes Across Questions

Recognize how Locke’s ideas interrelate, such as the connection between natural rights
and the right to revolution. Making these connections strengthens overall grasp of the
material.

Practice Writing Responses

Use worksheet answers as models to write your own responses. This practice improves
critical thinking and prepares for essay exams or discussions.



Review Historical Context

Understanding the political and social environment of 17th century England enriches
interpretation of Locke’s arguments and clarifies worksheet answers.

e Engage with primary text excerpts alongside worksheet answers.
¢ Discuss answers with peers or instructors to explore different perspectives.

e Use worksheet questions to self-test knowledge regularly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in John Locke's
Two Treatises of Government?

The main themes include natural rights, the social contract, government by consent, the
right to revolt, and the separation of powers.

How does John Locke justify the right to overthrow a
government in the Two Treatises of Government?

Locke argues that if a government fails to protect the natural rights of life, liberty, and
property, or acts against the common good, citizens have the right to overthrow it.

What is the significance of the state of nature in Locke's
political theory?

In Locke's theory, the state of nature is a pre-political condition where individuals are free
and equal, governed by natural law, and have rights that governments must protect.

How does Locke define property in the Two Treatises of
Government?

Locke defines property as the ownership individuals acquire by mixing their labor with
natural resources, emphasizing that property rights are natural rights.

What is the role of consent in Locke's social contract
theory?

Consent is essential; governments derive their legitimacy from the consent of the
governed, establishing a social contract to protect natural rights.



Why did John Locke write the Two Treatises of
Government?

Locke wrote the treatises to justify the Glorious Revolution and argue against absolute
monarchy, promoting constitutional government and individual rights.

How are Locke's ideas in the Two Treatises influential in
modern democracy?

Locke's ideas on natural rights, government by consent, and the right to revolt influenced
the development of liberal democracy and constitutional republics.

What is Locke's view on the separation of powers in
government?

Locke advocates for dividing government powers to prevent tyranny, typically into
legislative and executive branches, ensuring checks and balances.

How can students effectively answer worksheet
questions on Locke's Two Treatises of Government?

Students should focus on key concepts like natural rights, social contract, consent, and the
right to revolt, using examples and direct quotes to support their answers.

Additional Resources

1. John Locke's Two Treatises of Government: A Critical Guide

This book provides a comprehensive analysis of Locke's seminal work, focusing on the key
themes of natural rights, the social contract, and government legitimacy. It is designed to
help readers understand the philosophical arguments presented in the Two Treatises.
Ideal for students and scholars looking for detailed commentary and contextual
background.

2. Understanding Locke’s Two Treatises of Government: A Student Workbook

A practical workbook designed to accompany readings of Locke’s text, this guide offers
questions, summaries, and exercises to facilitate comprehension. It helps students engage
with Locke’s ideas on political authority and individual rights through structured
activities. The answers and explanations make it a useful resource for classroom use.

3. The Social Contract and Its Critics: Locke, Rousseau, and Beyond

This book explores the development of social contract theory, starting with Locke’s Two
Treatises and extending to later thinkers like Rousseau. It compares different views on
government formation and citizens’ obligations, providing a broader context for Locke's
ideas. Readers gain insight into the historical and philosophical evolution of political
thought.

4. Natural Rights and Government: Locke’s Political Philosophy in Practice



Focusing on Locke’s conception of natural rights and their implications for governance,
this book examines how his theories influenced modern democratic systems. It discusses
the practical applications of Locke’s ideas in constitutional design and human rights law.
The text is accessible to those interested in political theory and legal history.

5. Two Treatises of Government: Annotated Edition

This edition of Locke’s work includes detailed annotations that explain difficult passages
and historical references. It is intended for readers who want a deeper understanding of
the text, with insights into Locke’s language, context, and philosophical arguments. The
annotations help clarify Locke’s intentions and the significance of his ideas.

6. Locke and Liberalism: Foundations of Modern Democracy

An exploration of Locke’s role as a foundational thinker in liberal political philosophy, this
book highlights his influence on concepts like individual liberty, property rights, and
limited government. It traces the impact of the Two Treatises on the development of
democratic institutions. The book is suitable for those studying political philosophy or
history.

7. Philosophy and Authority: Locke’s Critique of Absolute Monarchy

This work analyzes Locke’s arguments against absolute monarchy as presented in the Two
Treatises, emphasizing his defense of constitutional government and the separation of
powers. The book situates Locke’s critique within the political turmoil of 17th-century
England. It offers readers an understanding of the historical context behind Locke’s
political theories.

8. Political Obligation and Consent: Insights from Locke’s Two Treatises

This book delves into Locke’s theories on why individuals consent to government authority
and what obligations arise from that consent. It examines the concepts of tacit and explicit
consent, as well as the right to rebellion. A valuable resource for students of political
philosophy and ethics.

9. Teaching Locke: Lesson Plans and Worksheets for Two Treatises of Government
Designed for educators, this resource provides lesson plans, discussion questions, and
worksheets to facilitate teaching Locke’s Two Treatises. It includes answer keys and tips
for engaging students with Locke’s political ideas. The materials are aimed at high school
and undergraduate courses in government, history, and philosophy.
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