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jesus the man barbara thiering 2 explores the groundbreaking work of Australian biblical scholar Barbara
Thiering, particularly her second major contribution to the study of the historical Jesus. This article delves
into Thiering’s unique approach to biblical texts, her use of the “pesher” decoding method, and how her work
challenges traditional interpretations of Jesus’ life and ministry. By examining the key themes and controversies
surrounding her findings, the article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the significance of "Jesus the
Man Barbara Thiering 2" within biblical scholarship. Readers will gain insight into the historical context,
Thiering’s methodologies, and the broader implications of her research on both theology and history. The
discussion will be organized into clear sections to facilitate understanding of this complex and often debated
topic.
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Barbara Thiering’s Background and Scholarship

Barbara Thiering was a renowned Australian biblical scholar and theologian known for her innovative
approach to interpreting biblical texts. Her academic career was marked by a deep interest in early Christian
history and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Thiering’s scholarship combined traditional biblical studies with a unique
decoding method that aimed to uncover hidden meanings in ancient scriptures. Her work greatly influenced the
way some scholars and readers understand the narratives surrounding Jesus Christ.

Her second major work, often referred to as "Jesus the Man Barbara Thiering 2," builds upon her initial research
and offers an expanded perspective on the historical Jesus. This book presents her interpretations derived from
the pesher technique, applied to the Gospels and other early Christian writings. Thiering’s background in
theology and biblical languages enabled her to tackle complex texts and propose alternative narratives that
challenge conventional Christian doctrine.

The Pesher Method and Its Application

The pesher method is a form of scriptural interpretation found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, where texts are
decoded to reveal secret or hidden meanings relevant to contemporary events or figures. Barbara Thiering
adapted this method to analyze the New Testament and other early Christian texts, arguing that many
passages contain a coded historical account rather than purely theological messages.

Understanding Pesher Interpretation

Pesher interpretation involves reading a text on multiple levels—surface narrative and an underlying coded
message. This technique was originally used by the Qumran community to interpret Hebrew scriptures in light of
their own historical context. Thiering proposed that the Gospel writers employed a similar coding system to
obscure the true historical details of Jesus’ life, protecting followers from persecution.



Application to the Gospels

Barbara Thiering applied the pesher method to the Gospels, suggesting that many miraculous events and
symbolic stories were actually allegorical codes. By decoding these narratives, she claimed to reveal a more
accurate, historically grounded portrait of Jesus as a man and religious leader. This approach challenges
traditional interpretations that take the Gospel stories at face value.

Key Findings in Jesus the Man Barbara Thiering 2

In her second major work, Thiering presents several key findings that redefine the historical Jesus. Her research
suggests that Jesus was involved in a complex political and religious movement, which the Gospel texts
encoded to avoid detection by Roman authorities and rival Jewish groups.

Jesus as a Historical Figure

Thiering’s work portrays Jesus as a man deeply embedded in the socio-political context of first-century Judea.
She argues that Jesus was a member of a secretive Essene-like sect, and his teachings were aimed at reforming
Jewish society under Roman occupation. This depiction contrasts with the traditional view of Jesus as
primarily a spiritual savior.

Reinterpretation of Miracles and Teachings

According to Thiering, many miracles recorded in the Gospels are symbolic codes rather than literal events. For
example, walking on water or turning water into wine are interpreted as metaphors for spiritual or political
messages encoded in the texts. Her analysis suggests that Jesus’ teachings were meant to be understood by
initiates within his movement rather than the general public.

Secret Histories and Hidden Messages

The book highlights how early Christian texts concealed sensitive information about Jesus and his followers.
Thiering claims that this secrecy was necessary to protect the movement from Roman persecution and internal
betrayal. The pesher decoding reveals a hidden narrative of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection that differs
significantly from orthodox Christian accounts.

Controversies and Criticisms

Barbara Thiering’s interpretations, including those in "Jesus the Man Barbara Thiering 2," have sparked
considerable debate within biblical scholarship. While her work has been praised for its originality and depth, it
has also faced substantial criticism for its speculative nature and methodological assumptions.

Scholarly Reception

Many scholars question the validity of applying the pesher method to the New Testament, arguing that there is
insufficient evidence that the Gospel writers intended their texts to be read as coded messages. Critics also
point out that Thiering’s conclusions often rely on subjective decoding, which can lead to multiple conflicting
interpretations.

Methodological Challenges

Thiering’s approach requires accepting that entire Gospel narratives are allegories rather than
straightforward historical accounts. This challenges centuries of theological tradition and raises questions
about the reliability of biblical texts as historical sources. Critics argue that without independent
corroboration, such decoding remains speculative.



Popular and Religious Responses

Outside academia, Thiering’s work has attracted interest for its novel perspectives on Jesus, but it has also
been controversial among religious communities. Some view it as undermining orthodox Christian beliefs, while
others appreciate the attempt to situate Jesus within his historical context. The debates continue to fuel
discussions about the intersection of faith, history, and biblical interpretation.

Impact on Biblical Studies and Historical Jesus Research

The significance of "Jesus the Man Barbara Thiering 2" extends beyond its immediate conclusions, influencing
broader discussions about how to study the historical Jesus and interpret ancient texts.

Influence on Historical Jesus Scholarship

Thiering’s work has contributed to a growing interest in alternative methods of biblical interpretation that
consider historical, cultural, and political contexts. Her pesher decoding invites scholars to reconsider the
layers of meaning in early Christian writings and to explore the possibility of hidden narratives within
canonical texts.

Contributions to Interdisciplinary Research

By combining biblical studies with ancient Near Eastern history, linguistics, and textual criticism, Thiering’s
research encourages interdisciplinary approaches to religious history. This has opened avenues for
collaboration among historians, theologians, and archaeologists seeking a fuller understanding of Jesus and
early Christianity.

Legacy in Modern Biblical Thought

While not universally accepted, Barbara Thiering’s interpretations remain a notable contribution to modern
biblical thought. Her willingness to challenge orthodox views and explore esoteric methods of interpretation
has inspired further scholarship aimed at uncovering the historical realities behind religious traditions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Barbara Thiering in relation to 'Jesus the Man' series?

Barbara Thiering was a biblical scholar and historian known for her controversial interpretations of the New
Testament, particularly in her 'Jesus the Man' series where she applied the 'Revised Codes' to decode hidden
meanings in biblical texts.



What is the main premise of 'Jesus the Man' by Barbara Thiering?

The main premise of 'Jesus the Man' is that the biblical accounts of Jesus contain a secret coded history that
reveals the true life and teachings of Jesus, which Barbara Thiering decoded using her method called the 'Revised
Codes'.

What is 'Jesus the Man 2' about?

While specific details about 'Jesus the Man 2' are scarce, it is generally understood as a continuation or
expansion of Barbara Thiering's original work, further exploring her theories about Jesus' life through her
unique interpretive method.

How does Barbara Thiering's interpretation of Jesus differ from traditional
views?

Barbara Thiering's interpretation suggests that many biblical events are symbolic codes rather than literal
history, portraying Jesus more as a historical figure whose true story was hidden by early church authorities,
differing from traditional theological narratives.

What is the 'Revised Codes' method used by Barbara Thiering?

The 'Revised Codes' is a hermeneutic method developed by Barbara Thiering to decode the Dead Sea Scrolls and
New Testament texts, revealing hidden historical and theological meanings that challenge conventional
biblical interpretations.

Has Barbara Thiering's work on 'Jesus the Man' been widely accepted by
scholars?

No, Barbara Thiering's work has been met with skepticism and criticism from mainstream biblical scholars who
question the validity and methodology of her 'Revised Codes' and her conclusions about Jesus' life.

Where can one find 'Jesus the Man 2' by Barbara Thiering?

'Jesus the Man 2' can typically be found through academic bookstores, libraries, or online retailers specializing
in religious studies or biblical scholarship books.

What impact has Barbara Thiering's 'Jesus the Man' had on biblical
scholarship?

While not widely accepted, Barbara Thiering's 'Jesus the Man' has sparked discussions and debates about
alternative interpretations of biblical texts and the historical Jesus, encouraging some scholars to reconsider
traditional assumptions.

Are there any documentaries or lectures based on Barbara Thiering's 'Jesus
the Man'?

Yes, there are some documentaries and recorded lectures that discuss Barbara Thiering's theories and her 'Jesus
the Man' series, often presenting her controversial ideas alongside critiques from other scholars.



Additional Resources
1. Jesus the Man: New Interpretations from the Dead Sea Scrolls - Barbara Thiering
This book by Barbara Thiering presents a controversial reinterpretation of the life of Jesus, drawing on her
studies of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Thiering proposes that the scrolls contain hidden codes that reveal new
insights about Jesus’ life and ministry. She challenges traditional Christian narratives by suggesting a
historical Jesus who was deeply involved in the Essene community.

2. The Gospels and the Dead Sea Scrolls - Barbara Thiering
In this work, Thiering explores the connections between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the New Testament Gospels.
She argues that many of the events described in the Gospels can be better understood through the lens of Essene
beliefs and practices. The book offers a fresh perspective on early Christianity and its Jewish roots.

3. Jesus and the Riddle of the Dead Sea Scrolls - Barbara Thiering
Barbara Thiering delves into the mysteries of the Dead Sea Scrolls to uncover hidden messages about Jesus and
his teachings. She suggests that the scrolls reveal a secret history that challenges mainstream Christian
doctrine. This book combines scholarship with intriguing hypotheses about the historical Jesus.

4. Jesus the Man: The Hidden History Unveiled - Barbara Thiering
This title expands on Thiering’s thesis that Jesus was a historical figure whose life has been misunderstood due
to symbolic interpretations. The book offers a detailed analysis of biblical texts alongside the Dead Sea
Scrolls to reconstruct a plausible biography of Jesus. It invites readers to reconsider long-held assumptions
about Jesus’ identity.

5. The Essene Jesus: New Revelations from Ancient Texts - Barbara Thiering
Thiering presents the argument that Jesus was closely affiliated with the Essenes, a Jewish sect known from the
Dead Sea Scrolls. She uses textual analysis to suggest that Jesus’ teachings and actions align with Essene
beliefs. The book provides an alternative view of Jesus’ spiritual and social context.

6. Decoding the Dead Sea Scrolls: Jesus in Context - Barbara Thiering
This book focuses on the methodology Thiering used to interpret the Dead Sea Scrolls, emphasizing her code-
breaking approach. It highlights how these ancient texts shed light on the historical and cultural background
of Jesus. Readers gain insight into the interplay between early Christianity and Jewish sectarianism.

7. The Historical Jesus and the Scrolls: A New Approach - Barbara Thiering
Barbara Thiering offers a reassessment of the historical Jesus by integrating findings from the Dead Sea Scrolls.
She argues that many gospel accounts can be reinterpreted through the scrolls’ revelations. The book
challenges traditional theological perspectives and encourages scholarly debate.

8. Jesus and the Essene Code: Unveiling the Truth - Barbara Thiering
This title delves deeper into Thiering’s controversial theory that Jesus’ life and mission were encoded in the
Essene texts. It explores the implications of decoding these messages for understanding Jesus’ role in history.
The book is a thought-provoking read for those interested in alternative biblical scholarship.

9. The Secret Life of Jesus: Insights from the Dead Sea Scrolls - Barbara Thiering
Thiering reveals what she claims to be a hidden narrative of Jesus’ life based on her study of the Dead Sea
Scrolls. The book presents a narrative that contrasts with canonical gospels, suggesting a more complex and
secretive historical figure. It invites readers to explore a lesser-known dimension of Jesus’ story.
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