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ivp bible background commentary new testament is a vital resource for
scholars, pastors, and students seeking deeper understanding of the New
Testament scriptures. This commentary offers extensive cultural, historical,
and linguistic insights that illuminate the context in which the New
Testament was written. By exploring the background of each book, chapter, and
verse, it enhances comprehension and enriches interpretation. The IVP Bible
Background Commentary New Testament is widely respected for its scholarly
rigor combined with accessible explanations, making it an essential tool for
Bible study. This article will explore the origins, structure, and unique
features of the commentary, as well as its practical applications for
biblical research and teaching. Additionally, it will highlight the
significance of understanding the historical and cultural context of the New
Testament writings. The following sections provide a detailed overview and
analysis of this influential work.
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Overview of the IVP Bible Background Commentary
New Testament

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is a comprehensive
reference work designed to offer readers detailed background information on
the New Testament texts. Edited by Craig S. Keener, the commentary was first
published in the 1990s and has since become a staple in biblical scholarship.
It focuses on explaining the social, political, religious, and cultural
factors that influenced the New Testament authors and their audiences. This
commentary serves as an indispensable guide for those aiming to grasp the
original meaning behind the biblical passages by situating them within their
first-century Mediterranean context.

Purpose and Audience

The primary purpose of the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is
to provide relevant background data that helps clarify difficult or obscure
passages. It targets a broad audience, including pastors, seminary students,
scholars, and lay readers who desire a deeper understanding of Scripture. The
commentary’s accessible language and thorough research make it suitable for



both academic study and practical ministry.

Importance in Biblical Studies

This commentary stands out due to its focus on historical and cultural
contexts rather than theological exposition alone. By illuminating the
customs, traditions, and societal norms of the time, it allows readers to
avoid anachronistic interpretations. Consequently, it plays a crucial role in
informed biblical hermeneutics and exegesis.

Historical and Cultural Context in the
Commentary

One of the defining features of the IVP Bible Background Commentary New
Testament is its detailed exploration of the historical and cultural milieu
of the early Christian era. The commentary draws extensively on
archaeological findings, ancient literature, and contemporary historical
sources to reconstruct the world in which the New Testament was written.

Political and Social Environment

The political landscape of the Roman Empire, including governance, legal
systems, and social hierarchies, is thoroughly examined. The commentary
explains how Roman occupation and policies affected Jewish and early
Christian communities. Understanding this political backdrop is essential for
interpreting passages dealing with authority, persecution, and social
dynamics.

Religious and Philosophical Influences

The commentary also addresses the diverse religious beliefs prevalent at the
time, such as Judaism, Hellenistic religions, and emerging Christian
theology. It sheds light on Jewish customs, festivals, and religious
practices that frequently appear in the New Testament. Additionally, it
considers Greco-Roman philosophical ideas that shaped the intellectual
climate of the period.

Cultural Practices and Daily Life

Insights into everyday life, including family structures, social roles,
economic activities, and communal interactions, are provided. This cultural
background helps clarify metaphors, parables, and teachings within the New
Testament, making the text more accessible and meaningful.



Structure and Content of the Commentary

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is organized systematically
to facilitate easy reference and study. It covers every book of the New
Testament and offers verse-by-verse background notes that enrich the reader’s
understanding.

Book-by-Book Arrangement

The commentary is divided according to the canonical order of the New
Testament books. Each book begins with an introduction that outlines its
historical setting, authorship, audience, and major themes. This is followed
by detailed notes on individual passages that highlight relevant background
information.

Use of Primary and Secondary Sources

The commentary extensively references ancient texts such as Josephus, Philo,
the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the writings of early church fathers. It also
incorporates archaeological data and modern scholarly research to provide a
well-rounded perspective.

Features and Highlights

Verse-level background explanations

Clarification of difficult terms and customs

Contextualization of parables and teachings

Comparisons with contemporary historical events

Insights into first-century Mediterranean worldviews

Scholarly Approach and Methodology

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament employs a rigorous
scholarly approach grounded in historical-critical methods. Its methodology
emphasizes objective analysis of historical data and cultural practices
without imposing modern biases.



Interdisciplinary Research

The commentary integrates findings from multiple disciplines including
history, archaeology, anthropology, and linguistics. This interdisciplinary
approach ensures a holistic understanding of the New Testament environment.

Balancing Academic Rigor and Accessibility

While maintaining high academic standards, the commentary is written in clear
and concise language. This balance allows a wide range of readers to benefit
from its insights without needing specialized training.

Addressing Textual Challenges

The commentary carefully addresses textual difficulties, variant readings,
and interpretive challenges by providing historical explanations that clarify
ambiguous or contested passages.

Applications for Bible Study and Teaching

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is an invaluable tool for
enhancing personal study, sermon preparation, and academic research. Its rich
contextual data deepens understanding and encourages more accurate
interpretation of biblical texts.

Enhancing Sermon Preparation

Pastors and teachers use the commentary to provide their congregations with
historical and cultural insights that make Scripture more relatable and
impactful. Background information helps explain unfamiliar customs and
references, fostering greater engagement.

Supporting Academic Research

Seminary students and scholars rely on the commentary for its thorough
documentation and reliable data. It serves as a foundational resource for
essays, theses, and scholarly articles focused on New Testament studies.

Promoting Informed Bible Study

Lay readers and Bible study groups benefit from the commentary’s accessible
explanations, which promote informed discussion and deeper appreciation of
the biblical text.



Key Benefits of Using the IVP Bible Background
Commentary New Testament

Provides historical and cultural context that clarifies Scripture

Bridges the gap between ancient and modern readers

Supports accurate and responsible biblical interpretation

Enhances teaching and preaching with rich background details

Encourages thoughtful engagement with the New Testament text

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament?

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament is a comprehensive
reference work that provides historical, cultural, and social background
information on the books and passages of the New Testament, helping readers
better understand the biblical text in its original context.

Who is the author of the IVP Bible Background
Commentary: New Testament?

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament was authored by Craig S.
Keener, a renowned biblical scholar and professor known for his expertise in
New Testament studies.

How does the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament help in Bible study?

The commentary offers detailed insights into the customs, geography,
politics, and daily life of the New Testament world, which enriches readers'
understanding of scripture by explaining cultural references and historical
settings that are not immediately obvious in the text.

Is the IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament
suitable for beginners?

Yes, the commentary is written in an accessible style that is suitable for
both beginners and advanced students, making it a valuable resource for
pastors, teachers, and anyone interested in deepening their understanding of
the New Testament.



Where can I purchase or access the IVP Bible
Background Commentary: New Testament?

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament is available for purchase
through major book retailers such as Amazon and Christian bookstores, and it
is also accessible in digital formats on platforms like Kindle and Bible
study software.

Additional Resources
1. IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament
This essential commentary offers cultural, historical, and social insights
into the New Testament text. Edited by Craig S. Keener, it provides clear
explanations of ancient customs, political contexts, and religious practices
that illuminate the meaning of Scripture. It is widely used by pastors,
students, and scholars for its detailed yet accessible approach.

2. New Testament Background: Selected Documents by C.K. Barrett
This volume collects important ancient texts that shed light on the social,
religious, and political environment of the New Testament era. Barrett’s
introductions and notes help readers understand the context in which the
early Christian message developed. It is a valuable resource for those
wanting primary source materials alongside commentary.

3. The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the History,
Literature, and Theology of the First Christians by N.T. Wright and Michael
F. Bird
This comprehensive introduction explores the historical and cultural context
of the New Testament writings. It situates the biblical texts within the
political, religious, and social landscapes of the first century. The book is
praised for integrating background information with theological insights.

4. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series
This series provides in-depth verse-by-verse commentary on the books of the
New Testament. Written by leading evangelical scholars, each volume
incorporates historical background, linguistic analysis, and theological
reflection. It is designed for pastors, students, and serious Bible readers
seeking detailed study tools.

5. Backgrounds of Early Christianity by Everett Ferguson
This classic work examines the cultural and religious environment of the
early Christian movement. Ferguson covers Greco-Roman religions, Judaism in
the Second Temple period, and the social customs that influenced the New
Testament authors. The book is a helpful resource for understanding the
milieu in which Christianity emerged.

6. Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations and the New Testament by James H.
Charlesworth
Charlesworth provides a comprehensive overview of the political, social, and
religious world of the Mediterranean region during the New Testament period.
The book includes discussions on Hellenistic culture, Roman rule, and Jewish
traditions, offering crucial background for interpreting the biblical text.
It is useful for scholars and students alike.

7. The Social World of the New Testament: Insights and Models by Jerome H.
Neyrey
This book explores the social structures, group dynamics, and cultural norms



of the New Testament world. Neyrey applies social-scientific methods to
biblical texts, revealing how social context shapes meaning. It is an
excellent resource for those interested in the anthropology and sociology
behind the Scriptures.

8. Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony by Richard
Bauckham
Bauckham challenges modern assumptions about the origins of the Gospels by
emphasizing their connection to eyewitness testimony. He provides background
on the oral culture and historical circumstances that preserved the accounts
of Jesus’ life. This book enhances understanding of the New Testament’s
reliability and context.

9. Dictionary of New Testament Background edited by Craig A. Evans and
Stanley E. Porter
This comprehensive dictionary offers concise entries on the cultural,
historical, and religious background of the New Testament. It covers topics
ranging from ancient customs and geography to political history and
theological concepts. The dictionary is a handy reference for quick
background information on biblical topics.
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