INVERTED MINORS LARRY COHEN

INVERTED MINORS LARRY COHEN IS A FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPT IN ADVANCED CONTRACT BRIDGE BIDDING STRATEGIES,
PARTICULARLY POPULARIZED BY LARRY COHEN, A RENOWNED BRIDGE EXPERT AND AUTHOR. THIS TECHNIQUE INVOLVES USING
MINOR SUIT BIDS IN AN INVERTED MANNER TO CONVEY SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT HAND STRENGTH AND DISTRIBUTION,
ALLOWING PARTNERS TO COMMUNICATE MORE EFFECTIVELY AND REACH OPTIMAL CONTRACTS. UNDERSTANDING INVERTED
MINORS, AS TAUGHT BY L ARRY COHEN, CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE A PLAYER’S COMPETITIVE EDGE BY CLARIFYING INTENTIONS
DURING AUCTION SEQUENCES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, PRINCIPLES, AND APPLICATIONS OF INVERTED MINORS IN
BRIDGE, DETAILING HOW LARRY COHEN’S APPROACH REFINES THIS BIDDING TREATMENT. ADDITIONALLY/ IT COVERS PRACTICAL
EXAMPLES, COMMON VARIATIONS, AND STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS TO HELP PLAYERS INTEGRATE INVERTED MINORS INTO THEIR
REPERTOIRE.
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LARRY COHEN’S APPROACH TO INVERTED MINORS

® APPLICATIONS AND EXAMPLES OF INVERTED MINORS
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UNDERSTANDING INVERTED MINORS IN BRIDGE

INVERTED MINORS REFER TO A BIDDING CONVENTION IN CONTRACT BRIDGE WHERE THE TYPICAL MEANINGS OF MINOR SUIT BIDS ARE
“INVERTED” TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION AND BIDDING ACCURACY. TRADITIONALLY, A SINGLE RAISE OF A MINOR SUIT OPENING
IS WEAK AND A DOUBLE RAISE IS STRONG. HO\X/EVER/ INVERTED MINORS REVERSE THESE MEANINGS: A SINGLE RAISE SHOWS A
STRONG HAND WITH SUPPORT, AND A DOUBLE RAISE IS PREEMPTIVE AND WEAK.

BAsic PRrRINCIPLES OF INVERTED MINORS

THE CORE IDEA BEHIND INVERTED MINORS IS TO USE THE SINGLE RAISE OF A MINOR SUIT OPENING AS A FORCING BID, SHOWING AT
LEAST INVITATIONAL STRENGTH OR BETTER, USUALLY 10+ POINTS AND 3+ CARD SUPPORT. THE DOUBLE RAISE, CONVERSELY
IS A WEAK JUMP RAISE, TYPICALLY SHOWING FEWER THAN 7 POINTS AND A GOOD FIT BUT INSUFFICIENT STRENGTH FOR A GAME
INVITATION. THIS INVERSION HELPS PARTNERSHIPS DISTINGUISH BETWEEN STRONG AND WEAK HANDS MORE CLEARLY AND
ALLOWS FOR MORE PRECISE BIDDING SEQUENCES.

1

How INVERTED MINORS DIFFER FROM STANDARD RAISES

UNDER STANDARD BIDDING TREATMENTS, A SINGLE RAISE OF A MINOR SUIT OPENING IS WEAK AND NON-FORCING, WHILE A JUMP
RAISE IS STRONG AND FORCING. INVERTED MINORS CHANGE THIS DYNAMIC BY MAKING THE SINGLE RAISE FORCING AND
INVITATIONAL OR BETTER, WHILE THE JUMP RAISE BECOMES A \WEAK PREEMPTIVE BID. THIS REVERSAL PROVIDES THE PARTNERSHIP
WITH MORE ROOM TO EXPLORE GAME POSSIBILITIES AND SLAM INTEREST WITHOUT PREMATURELY PASSING OR MISSING VALUABLE
BIDDING SPACE.



LARRY COHEN’S APPROACH TO INVERTED MINORS

L ARRY COHEN, A DISTINGUISHED BRIDGE AUTHOR AND TEACHER, HAS EXTENSIVELY ADVOCATED FOR THE USE OF INVERTED
MINORS IN HIS BIDDING THEORIES AND WRITINGS. HIS APPROACH EMPHASIZES CLARITY, ACCURACY, AND PARTNERSHIP
UNDERSTANDING WHEN EMPLOYING INVERTED MINORS TO OPTIMIZE BIDDING OUTCOMES. COHEN’S TEACHING PLACES GREAT
IMPORTANCE ON THE NUANCES OF HAND EVALUATION, COMMUNICATION, AND THE SUBSEQUENT BIDDING SEQUENCES THAT
FOLLOW INVERTED MINOR RAISES.

PHILOSOPHY BEHIND LARRY COHEN’Ss METHOD

COHEN’S PHILOSOPHY ON INVERTED MINORS IS GROUNDED IN THE BELIEF THAT BETTER COMMUNICATION LEADS TO IMPROVED
CONTRACTS AND FEWER MISUNDERSTANDINGS. HIS METHOD ENCOURAGES PLAYERS TO EMBRACE THE FORCING NATURE OF THE
SINGLE MINOR RAISE AND TO USE IT AS A PLATFORM FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION. HE STRESSES THE NEED FOR PARTNERSHIPS TO
AGREE ON THE STRENGTH RANGES AND FOLLOW-UP BIDS TO MAXIMIZE THE CONVENTION’S EFFECTIVENESS.

TpPicAL BIDDING SEQUENCES IN COHEN’S SYSTEM

IN LARRY COHEN’S VERSION OF INVERTED MINORS, AFTER A MINOR SUIT OPENING (1] or 1] ), A siNGLE RAISE (1] —2F] or
17l -2FF] RESPONSES) SHOWS A STRONG HAND WITH AT LEAST 10 POINTS AND SUPPORT. THE PARTNERSHIP THEN USES
SUBSEQUENT BIDS TO CLARIFY HAND STRENGTH AND DISTRIBUTION. A JUMP RAISE SIGNALS A WEAK HAND WITH A GOOD FIT,
AIMING TO PREEMPT OPPONENTS AND MAKE T HARDER FOR THEM TO FIND THEIR BEST CONTRACT. COHEN PROVIDES DETAILED
GUIDELINES FOR REBIDS AND CONTINUATIONS, ENSURING THE PARTNERSHIP REMAINS ON THE SAME PAGE THROUGHOUT THE
AUCTION.

APPLICATIONS AND EXAMPLES OF INVERTED MINORS

IMPLEMENTING INVERTED MINORS IN PRACTICAL PLAY ENHANCES BOTH COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTIVE AUCTION
STRATEGIES. THIS SECTION ILLUSTRATES HOW INVERTED MINORS WORK IN REAL BRIDGE SCENARIOS AND EXPLAINS THE
REASONING BEHIND VARIOUS BIDDING DECISIONS WITHIN THIS FRAMEW ORK.

ExAMPLE 1: INVITATIONAL SINGLE RAISE

CONSIDER A ] OPENING BY PARTNER AND A HAND WITH 11 HIGH CARD POINTS AND THREE DIAMONDS. USING INVERTED MINORS,
A 2 RESPONSE IS FORCING AND INVITATIONAL, INDICATING INTEREST IN GAME AND SUPPORT FOR DIAMONDS. THIS BID HELPS
OPENER EVALUATE WHETHER TO PROCEED TOWARD GAME OR EXPLORE OTHER OPTIONS BASED ON ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
EXCHANGED.

ExAMPLE 2: PREEMPTIVE JUMP RAISE

W/ITH A WEAK HAND AND GOOD MINOR SUIT SUPPORT, A JUMP RAISE (E.G./ 3 OVER -| ) IS USED AS A PREEMPTIVE ACTION TO
DISRUPT OPPONENTS AND COMMUNICATE LIMITED STRENGTH WITH A GOOD FIT. THIS JUMP RAISE DISCOURAGES FURTHER BIDDING
FROM THE OPPONENTS AND HELPS THE PARTNERSHIP SETTLE IN A SAFER CONTRACT.



LisT oF CoMMON SITUATIONS TO USE INVERTED MINORS

® \X/HEN HOLDING INVITATIONAL OR STRONGER HANDS WITH AT LEAST THREE-CARD SUPPORT FOR THE MINOR SUIT.
® \X/HEN HOLDING WEAK HANDS WITH GOOD SUPPORT, AIMING TO PREEMPT OPPONENTS.

® \W/HEN SEEKING TO EXPLORE SLAM POSSIBILITIES AFTER A STRONG RAISE.

® \X/HEN NEEDING TO CLARIFY HAND STRENGTH AND DISTRIBUTION EARLY IN THE AUCTION.

® \X/HEN COMPETING AGAINST OPPONENTS’ INTERFERENCE AND NEEDING PRECISE COMMUNICATION.

BENEFITS AND STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS

THE USE OF INVERTED MINORS, PARTICULARLY AS ADVOCATED BY L ARRY COHEN/ OFFERS MULTIPLE STRATEGIC ADVANTAGES IN
BRIDGE BIDDING. T HIS BIDDING TREATMENT IMPROVES ACCURACY, FACILITATES GAME AND SLAM BIDDING, AND ENHANCES
DEFENSIVE STRATEGIES AGAINST OPPONENTS.

IMPROVED COMMUNICATION AND CLARITY

INVERTED MINORS PROVIDE A CLEAR, STRUCTURED WAY TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN STRONG AND WEAK HANDS WITH MINOR
SUIT SUPPORT. THIS CLARITY REDUCES THE RISK OF MISBIDS AND ALLOWS THE PARTNERSHIP TO NAVIGATE AUCTIONS WITH
GREATER CONFIDENCE AND PRECISION.

BeTTER GAME AND SLAM EXPLORATION

BECAUSE THE SINGLE RAISE IS FORCING AND INVITATIONAL OR BETTER, PARTNERSHIPS CAN MORE EFFECTIVELY INVESTIGATE GAME
AND SLAM POTENTIAL WITHOUT PREMATURELY PASSING. THIS LEADS TO HIGHER SCORING CONTRACTS AND BETTER
EXPLOITATION OF COMBINED HAND STRENGTH.

CoMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES

INVERTED MINORS ALSO SERVE AS A COMPETITIVE TOOL BY ALLOWING WEAK HANDS TO MAKE PREEMPTIVE JUMP RAISES,
DISRUPTING OPPONENTS’ BIDDING SPACE AND MAKING IT HARDER FOR THEM TO FIND THEIR OPTIMAL CONTRACTS. THIS TACTICAL
USE CAN INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF CONTESTED AUCTIONS SIGNIFICANTLY.

CoMMON V ARIATIONS AND PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS

W/HILE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF INVERTED MINORS REMAIN CONSISTENT, VARIOUS PARTNERSHIPS, INCLUDING THOSE
FOLLOWING LARRY COHEN’S TEACHINGS, ADAPT THE CONVENTION TO SUIT THEIR STYLE AND PREFERENCES. ESTABLISHING CLEAR
AGREEMENTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESS.



V ARIATIONS IN STRENGTH REQUIREMENTS

SOME PARTNERSHIPS ADJUST THE POINT COUNT REQUIREMENTS FOR FORCING RAISES OR WEAK JUMP RAISES BASED ON THEIR
OVERALL BIDDING PHILOSOPHY. FOR EXAMPLE, SOME MAY REQUIRE 1 1+ POINTS FOR A SINGLE RAISE TO BE FORCING, WHILE
OTHERS ACCEPT 10+ POINTS. SIMILARLY, THE DEFINITION OF “WEAK” JUMP RAISES CAN VARY BETWEEN FEWER THAN 7 POINTS
OR SLIGHTLY MORE.

AGREEMENTS ON SUBSEQUENT BIDS

PARTNERSHIPS MUST AGREE ON HOW TO HANDLE REBIDS AFTER INVERTED MINOR RAISES. COMMON AGREEMENTS INCLUDE USING
2NT AS AN INVITATIONAL BID, CUE BIDS TO SHOW CONTROL OR SLAM INTEREST, OR NEW SUIT BIDS TO DESCRIBE DISTRIBUTION.
LARRY COHEN EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE AGREEMENTS TO AVOID CONFUSION AND MAXIMIZE THE CONVENTION’S
UTILITY.

LisT oF ESSENTIAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS FOR INVERTED MINORS

® EXACT POINT RANGES FOR FORCING SINGLE RAISES AND WEAK JUMP RAISES.

MEANING OF 2NT AND OTHER REBIDS FOLLOWING INVERTED MINOR RAISES.

e USE OF CUE BIDS OR CONTROL-SHOWING BIDS AFTER INVERTED MINOR RESPONSES.
® HANDLING INTERFERENCE FROM OPPONENTS DURING THE AUCTION.

o CLARIFICATION OF HAND TYPES SUITABLE FOR USING INVERTED MINORS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE INVERTED MINORS IN LARRY COHEN BIDDING SYSTEM?

INVERTED MINORS IN THE LARRY COHEN BIDDING SYSTEM ARE A METHOD OF SHOWING A STRONG HAND WITH AT LEAST 5 CARDS
IN A MINOR SUIT AFTER AN OPENING BID, WHERE THE RESPONDER BIDS THE MINOR SUIT AT THE TWO-LEVEL TO INDICATE STRENGTH
AND INTEREST IN GAME, RATHER THAN A SIMPLE PREFERENCE OR WEAK HAND.

How DO INVERTED MINORS IMPROVE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PARTNERS IN LARRY
COHEN'S SYSTEM?

INVERTED MINORS IMPROVE COMMUNICATION BY ALLOWING THE RESPONDER TO SHOW A STRONG, GAME-FORCING HAND WITH

SUPPORT FOR THE MINOR SUIT, WHILE A SIMPLE RAISE IS USED FOR A WEAK HAND. THIS HELPS THE PARTNERSHIP ACCURATELY
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN INVITATIONAL AND FORCING HANDS.

\W/HEN SHOULD YOU USE INVERTED MINORS ACCORDING TO LARRY COHEN'S TEACHINGS?

ACCORDING TO LARRY COHEN/ YOU SHOULD USE INVERTED MINORS WHEN RESPONDING TO YOUR PARTNER'S MINOR SUIT OPENING
IF YOU HAVE 10 OR MORE POINTS AND SUPPORT FOR THAT MINOR, INDICATING A STRONG HAND AND INTEREST IN EXPLORING
GAME OR SLAM POSSIBILITIES.



\WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SIMPLE RAISE AND AN INVERTED MINOR RAISE IN
LARRY COHEN'S METHODS?

IN LARRY COHEN'S METHODS, A SIMPLE RAISE OF THE MINOR SUIT OPENING IS WEAK AND SHOWS LIMITED VALUES (LESS THAN 10
POINTS), WHILE AN INVERTED MINOR RAISE (BIDDING THE MINOR AT THE T\X/O‘LEVEL) SHOWS A STRONG HAND (]O"F POINTS)
AND IS FORCING, INVITING GAME EXPLORATION.

ARE INVERTED MINORS USED ONLY AFTER MINOR SUIT OPENINGS IN LARRY CoHEN's
SYSTEM?

YES, INVERTED MINORS ARE SPECIFICALLY USED AFTER A PARTNER OPENS WITH A MINOR SUIT (] OR ] ) TO DIFFERENTIATE
BETWEEN WEAK AND STRONG SUPPORT RAISES, HELPING THE PARTNERSHIP FIND THE BEST CONTRACT EFFICIENTLY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. INVERTED MINORS AND THEIR APPLICATIONS BY LARRY COHEN

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF INVERTED MINOR CHORDS, FOCUSING ON THEIR THEORY AND PRACTICAL USAGE.
LARRY COHEN EXPLORES HOW INVERTED MINORS CAN ADD COLOR AND TENSION TO HARMONIC PROGRESSIONS. MUSICIANS WILL
FIND DETAILED EXAMPLES AND EXERCISES TO MASTER THESE CHORDS IN VARIOUS MUSICAL CONTEXTS.

2. THE ART OF INVERTED MINORS: TECHNIQUES AND THEORY BY LARRY COHEN

LARRY COHEN DELVES INTO THE NUANCES OF INVERTED MINOR CHORDS, EXPLAINING THEIR CONSTRUCTION AND VOICE-LEADING
POSSIBILITIES. THE BOOK INCLUDES NUMEROUS MUSICAL EXCERPTS FROM CLASSICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PIECES,
DEMONSTRATING HOW INVERTED MINORS ENHANCE HARMONIC RICHNESS. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR COMPOSERS AND
ARRANGERS LOOKING TO DEEPEN THEIR HARMONIC VOCABULARY.

3. UNDERSTANDING INVERTED MiNor CHORDS WiITH LARRY COHEN

THIS INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDE BREAKS DOWN THE CONCEPT OF INVERTED MINOR CHORDS INTO ACCESSIBLE LESSONS. L ARRY COHEN
PRESENTS CLEAR EXPLANATIONS AND PRACTICAL TIPS FOR IDENTIFYING AND USING THESE CHORDS EFFECTIVELY. THE BOOK IS
SUITABLE FOR BOTH BEGINNERS AND ADVANCED MUSICIANS AIMING TO IMPROVE THEIR HARMONIC UNDERST ANDING.

4. CREATIVE HARMONY: EXPLORING INVERTED MINORS BY LARRY COHEN

IN THIS VOLUME, LARRY COHEN ENCOURAGES COMPOSERS AND PERFORMERS TO EXPERIMENT WITH INVERTED MINOR CHORDS TO
CREATE UNIQUE HARMONIC TEXTURES. THE TEXT DISCUSSES MODAL INTERCHANGE, CHORD SUBSTITUTIONS, AND VOICE LEADING
TECHNIQUES INVOLVING INVERTED MINORS. READERS WILL GAIN INSPIRATION FOR INCORPORATING THESE CHORDS INTO JAZZ, POP,
AND CLASSICAL COMPOSITIONS.

5. JAzz HARMONY ESSENTIALS: INVERTED MINORS BY L ARRY COHEN

FOCUSING ON JAZZ HARMONY, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF INVERTED MINOR CHORDS WITHIN JAZZ PROGRESSIONS. L ARRY
COHEN PROVIDES DETAILED ANALYSES OF STANDARD TUNES AND IMPROVISATION STRATEGIES USING THESE CHORDS. THE BOOK
IS AN INVALUABLE TOOL FOR JAZZ STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS SEEKING TO EXPAND THEIR HARMONIC TOOLKIT.

6. Abvancep CHORD VOICINGS: INVERTED MINORS AND BEyonD BY LARRY COHEN

LARRY COHEN PRESENTS ADVANCED METHODS FOR VOICING INVERTED MINOR CHORDS IN VARIOUS MUSICAL STYLES. THE WORK
COVERS CHORD EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, AND SMOOTH VOICE LEADING TO CREATE SOPHISTICATED HARMONIC MOVEMENTS. |T
IS IDEAL FOR EXPERIENCED MUSICIANS AIMING TO ENHANCE THEIR ARRANGING AND COMPOSING SKILLS.

7. PrACTICAL GUIDE TO INVERTED MINORS IN PoPULAR MusIC BY LARRY COHEN

THIS PRACTICAL MANUAL EXPLORES HOW INVERTED MINOR CHORDS FUNCTION IN POPULAR MUSIC GENRES. LARRY COHEN
ANALYZES HIT SONGS AND PROVIDES EXERCISES TO HELP MUSICIANS INCORPORATE THESE CHORDS INTO THEIR PLAYING AND
SONGWRITING. THE BOOK BRIDGES THEORY WITH REAL-WORLD APPLICATION FOR CONTEMPORARY MUSIC MAKERS.

8. FroM THEORY TO PRACTICE: INVERTED MINORS WiITH LARRY COHEN

LARRY COHEN BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN HARMONIC THEORY AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION IN THIS BOOK FOCUSED ON INVERTED
MINOR CHORDS. STEP-BY-STEP LESSONS GUIDE READERS THROUGH CONSTRUCTING, IDENTIFYING, AND USING THESE CHORDS IN
VARIOUS HARMONIC CONTEXTS. IT IS A VALUABLE WORKBOOK FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE.



9. ExpLORING HARMONIC DEPTH: INVERTED MiNor CHORDS BY LARRY COHEN

THIS TEXT EXPLORES THE EMOTIONAL AND TONAL IMPACT OF INVERTED MINOR CHORDS IN MUSIC COMPOSITION AND
PERFORMANCE. LARRY COHEN DISCUSSES HOW THESE CHORDS CAN EVOKE MOOD AND TENSION WHEN SKILLFULLY APPLIED. THE
BOOK INCLUDES BOTH THEORETICAL INSIGHTS AND CREATIVE EXERCISES TO INSPIRE MUSICIANS AT ALL LEVELS.
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