
intermediate english grammar for esl
learners
intermediate english grammar for esl learners plays a crucial role in advancing language
proficiency beyond the basics. At this stage, learners begin to understand more complex sentence
structures, verb tenses, and grammatical nuances that enable effective communication in diverse
contexts. This article explores essential intermediate grammar topics tailored for ESL learners,
helping to bridge the gap between elementary understanding and advanced mastery. Key areas
include verb tense usage, sentence construction, modal verbs, conditionals, and passive voice. Each
section provides clear explanations and examples to facilitate comprehension and application.
Mastery of these grammatical elements is vital for ESL learners aiming to achieve fluency and
accuracy. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered in detail to guide the
learning process.
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Understanding Verb Tenses in Intermediate English
Verb tenses are fundamental for expressing time and continuity in English. Intermediate English
grammar for ESL learners emphasizes mastering the variety of tenses beyond the simple present and
past. This includes perfect tenses, progressive forms, and their combinations, which are essential for
conveying precise timing and aspect.

Present Perfect and Present Perfect Continuous
The present perfect tense connects past actions with the present moment, often used to describe
experiences or changes over time. The present perfect continuous emphasizes the duration or
ongoing nature of an action.

Examples:

She has visited London three times.

They have been studying English for two hours.



Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous
Past perfect is used to indicate that an action was completed before another past event. The past
perfect continuous highlights the duration of a past activity before another past moment.

Examples:

He had finished his homework before dinner.

We had been waiting for an hour when the bus arrived.

Future Tenses
Intermediate learners should understand different ways to express the future, including "will," "going
to," and the present continuous for planned events.

She will call you tomorrow.

We are going to visit the museum next week.

I am meeting my friends tonight.

Complex Sentence Structures
Building complex sentences is a vital skill for intermediate learners to communicate more detailed
and nuanced ideas. This involves combining independent and dependent clauses using conjunctions
and relative pronouns.

Compound and Complex Sentences
Compound sentences link two independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions like "and," "but,"
and "or." Complex sentences include one independent clause and at least one dependent clause
introduced by subordinating conjunctions such as "because," "although," or "since."

Example of a compound sentence:

I wanted to go to the park, but it started raining.

Example of a complex sentence:

Although it was raining, we decided to go outside.



Relative Clauses
Relative clauses add extra information about a noun using pronouns like "who," "which," or "that."
They help ESL learners create more descriptive sentences.

Example:

The book that I borrowed was very interesting.

Modal Verbs and Their Uses
Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that express ability, possibility, permission, or obligation. Intermediate
ESL learners must understand their various forms and uses to communicate intentions and attitudes
effectively.

Common Modal Verbs
Some frequently used modal verbs include "can," "could," "may," "might," "must," "shall," "should,"
"will," and "would." Each serves different grammatical and pragmatic purposes.

Expressing Ability, Permission, and Advice

Can and could: ability and permission (e.g., She can swim; Could I leave early?).

May and might: possibility or polite permission (e.g., It may rain; May I use your phone?).

Should: advice or recommendation (e.g., You should study more).

Expressing Obligation and Necessity

Must: strong obligation or necessity (e.g., You must wear a seatbelt).

Have to: external obligation (e.g., I have to go to work).

Conditionals: Types and Functions
Conditionals are sentences that describe cause and effect or hypothetical situations. They are crucial
for intermediate English grammar for ESL learners to express possibilities, consequences, and unreal



circumstances.

Zero Conditional
Used for general truths and facts. The structure is "If + present simple, present simple."

Example: If you heat water, it boils.

First Conditional
Expresses real possibilities in the future. The structure is "If + present simple, will + base verb."

Example: If it rains, we will stay home.

Second Conditional
Used for hypothetical or unlikely situations in the present or future. The structure is "If + past simple,
would + base verb."

Example: If I won the lottery, I would travel the world.

Third Conditional
Describes unreal situations in the past and their imagined results. The structure is "If + past perfect,
would have + past participle."

Example: If she had studied harder, she would have passed the exam.

The Passive Voice Explained
The passive voice shifts the focus from the subject performing the action to the object receiving the
action. It is an important grammatical structure for intermediate English grammar for ESL learners,
especially in formal writing and when the doer is unknown or irrelevant.

Forming the Passive Voice
The passive voice is formed by combining the verb "to be" with the past participle of the main verb.
The tense of "to be" changes according to the tense of the active sentence.

Example (present simple): The letter is written by the secretary.

Uses of the Passive Voice

To emphasize the action or result rather than the doer.



When the subject is unknown or unimportant.

In formal or scientific writing.

Common Passive Voice Mistakes
Intermediate learners often confuse active and passive structures or misuse verb tenses. Careful
practice and attention to verb forms help avoid these errors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main tenses ESL learners should focus on at the
intermediate level?
Intermediate ESL learners should focus on mastering present perfect, past perfect, future perfect, and
the continuous forms of present, past, and future tenses to express ongoing actions and completed
actions in different time frames.

How can ESL learners effectively use modal verbs in
intermediate English grammar?
At the intermediate level, learners should practice modal verbs like can, could, may, might, must,
shall, should, will, and would to express ability, possibility, permission, obligation, and advice, paying
attention to their correct placement and meaning in sentences.

What role do conditionals play in intermediate English
grammar for ESL learners?
Conditionals are important for expressing hypothetical situations, possibilities, and consequences.
Intermediate learners should understand zero, first, second, and third conditionals and how to use
them correctly to talk about real and unreal situations.

How can ESL learners improve their use of relative clauses in
intermediate grammar?
Learners should practice using defining and non-defining relative clauses with relative pronouns like
who, whom, whose, which, and that to add extra information about people, things, and places,
making their speech and writing more detailed and precise.

Why is mastering phrasal verbs important for intermediate



ESL learners, and how can they learn them?
Phrasal verbs are commonly used in everyday English and can change the meaning of a verb
completely. Intermediate learners should study common phrasal verbs, understand their meanings in
context, and practice using them in sentences to improve fluency and comprehension.

Additional Resources
1. Practical English Grammar for Intermediate ESL Learners
This book offers clear explanations and numerous examples tailored specifically for intermediate ESL
students. It covers essential grammar topics such as tenses, modals, conditionals, and sentence
structure. Each chapter includes exercises to reinforce learning and improve practical usage in daily
communication.

2. Intermediate English Grammar in Use
Designed for self-study, this book provides comprehensive grammar explanations alongside practice
exercises. It focuses on common grammar challenges faced by ESL learners at the intermediate level.
The layout allows learners to progress at their own pace while building confidence in using English
accurately.

3. English Grammar Workbook for Intermediate Students
This workbook emphasizes hands-on practice, with a wide variety of exercises focusing on
intermediate grammar points. It helps learners identify and correct common mistakes while
strengthening their understanding of verb forms, articles, and sentence connectors. Ideal for
classroom use or individual study.

4. Mastering English Grammar: Intermediate Level
A detailed guide that covers complex grammar topics such as passive voice, reported speech, and
relative clauses. The book integrates cultural notes and contextual examples to make learning more
engaging for ESL learners. It also includes quizzes and review sections to test comprehension.

5. Everyday English Grammar for Intermediate Learners
This book focuses on the application of grammar in everyday conversations and writing. Its practical
approach helps learners use grammar naturally in social and professional situations. The text is
supplemented with dialogues, real-life examples, and interactive exercises.

6. Intermediate ESL Grammar Practice Book
Offering a balanced mix of theory and practice, this book targets key grammar structures relevant to
intermediate ESL learners. It provides clear explanations followed by varied exercises, including
multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blanks, and sentence rewriting. The book is suitable for both classroom
instruction and self-study.

7. Step-by-Step English Grammar for Intermediate Students
This book breaks down complex grammar topics into manageable steps, making it easier for learners
to grasp difficult concepts. It includes detailed examples and progressive exercises to build
confidence gradually. The approach supports consistent improvement and retention of grammar
rules.

8. Grammar Essentials for Intermediate ESL Learners
A concise yet thorough grammar guide that covers all essential intermediate grammar points. It is



designed to help learners solidify their foundation and prepare for more advanced study. The book
includes summaries, practical tips, and review questions for effective revision.

9. Intermediate English Grammar: A Student's Guide
This guide offers a student-friendly explanation of grammar with emphasis on clarity and usability. It
includes numerous examples drawn from authentic English usage, helping learners understand
context and nuance. Exercises at the end of each chapter encourage active practice and self-
assessment.
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