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in the gloaming alice elliott dark is a poignant short story that explores themes of family, memory, and
reconciliation through the lens of a father and son’s complex relationship. Written by Alice Elliott Dark, the
narrative is celebrated for its emotional depth and subtle storytelling, capturing the nuances of regret and
understanding that often accompany familial bonds. This article delves into the core elements of "In the
Gloaming," examining its plot, characters, thematic significance, and literary style. Additionally, the impact
of Alice Elliott Dark’s writing on contemporary American literature is explored, highlighting why this
story continues to resonate with readers. For those interested in literary analysis, family dynamics in
fiction, or the works of Alice Elliott Dark, this comprehensive overview offers valuable insights. The
following sections break down the story’s major components and its broader cultural relevance.
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Overview of "In the Gloaming" by Alice Elliott Dark
"In the Gloaming" is a short story authored by Alice Elliott Dark, known for its intimate portrayal of a
father’s visit to his terminally ill son. Set during the final hours of the son’s life, the story captures the
emotional tension and unspoken feelings that define their relationship. Alice Elliott Dark’s skillful writing
draws readers into a confined yet deeply expressive setting, illuminating the complexities of human
connection and the passage of time. The title itself, "In the Gloaming," evokes a sense of twilight or the
fading light, metaphorically reflecting the story’s focus on endings and the emotional dusk of reconciliation.

Background of the Author
Alice Elliott Dark is an acclaimed American writer known for her keen insight into human psychology
and relationships. Her works often explore themes of identity, family, and morality, with a focus on



character-driven narratives. "In the Gloaming" remains one of her most noted pieces, frequently included
in literary anthologies and studied for its emotional resonance and craftsmanship.

Context of the Story
The story was originally published in the 1990s and has since gained recognition for its portrayal of a family
grappling with loss and unresolved issues. It provides a snapshot of American familial life while addressing
broader themes of acceptance and forgiveness.

Plot Summary and Key Events
The narrative of "In the Gloaming" revolves around a poignant reunion between a father and his son, who
is dying from AIDS-related complications. The story unfolds in a hospital room where the son is confined,
and the father’s visit initiates a series of reflections and conversations that reveal their strained relationship.
The plot is driven by moments of silence, subtle gestures, and memories that shed light on their past and
present emotional states. Alice Elliott Dark’s storytelling is economical yet powerful, capturing the gravity
of the situation without resorting to melodrama.

Setting and Atmosphere
The confined hospital setting creates an intimate atmosphere that heightens the emotional intensity. The
title’s reference to “gloaming” or twilight further enhances the mood of transition and impending loss,
underscoring the story’s themes of mortality.

Sequence of Events

The father arrives at the hospital to visit his son.1.

Initial awkwardness and emotional distance characterize their interaction.2.

Memories of the son’s youth and their past conflicts surface.3.

The son’s illness and impending death become the unspoken reality between them.4.

A gradual opening of communication and understanding occurs.5.

The story closes with a sense of bittersweet reconciliation and acceptance.6.



Main Characters and Their Development
"In the Gloaming" centers on two primary characters: the father and the son. Their complex relationship is
the heart of the story, with much of the emotional weight carried through their interactions and internal
reflections. Alice Elliott Dark develops these characters with nuance, avoiding stereotypes and allowing
their humanity to emerge through subtle details.

The Son
The son is portrayed as vulnerable yet dignified, confronting his mortality with a mixture of resignation
and quiet strength. His illness, stemming from AIDS, adds a layer of social context to the story, reflecting
the stigma and challenges faced during the era in which the story is set. Despite his condition, the son
displays moments of wit and insight that reveal his inner life.

The Father
The father is depicted as emotionally reserved and burdened by regret. His visit is motivated by a desire to
connect, yet he struggles with expressing his feelings openly. Throughout the story, his character evolves
from distant and defensive to more open and compassionate, highlighting the possibility of healing even in
the face of impending loss.

Themes and Symbolism in "In the Gloaming"
The story’s rich thematic content addresses universal issues related to family, illness, and mortality. Alice
Elliott Dark uses symbolism and thematic layers to deepen the reader’s engagement with the narrative,
making "In the Gloaming" a profound exploration of human experience.

Family and Reconciliation
The central theme focuses on the complexities of familial relationships, particularly the strained bond
between father and son. The story examines how love, misunderstanding, and unspoken emotions coexist,
and how reconciliation is possible even in the final moments of life.

Mortality and Illness
The son’s terminal illness serves as a powerful symbol of vulnerability and the inevitability of death. The



story sensitively portrays the physical and emotional toll of disease, while also emphasizing dignity and
acceptance.

Twilight as a Metaphor
The concept of “gloaming,” or twilight, is a recurring symbol throughout the story. It represents the
transitional phase between life and death, light and darkness, and the emotional liminality experienced by
the characters. This metaphor enriches the narrative’s contemplative tone.

Family estrangement and forgiveness

The impact of illness on identity and relationships

The passage of time and moments of clarity

Emotional restraint and expression

The significance of memory and nostalgia

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Alice Elliott Dark employs a restrained and evocative writing style in "In the Gloaming," using concise
prose to convey deep emotional truths. The narrative is largely introspective, focusing on internal dialogue
and subtle interactions rather than overt action. This approach allows readers to immerse themselves in the
psychological landscape of the characters.

Point of View and Tone
The story is told from a third-person limited perspective, enabling insight into the father’s thoughts and
feelings while maintaining narrative distance. The tone is somber yet tender, reflecting the gravity of the
subject matter alongside moments of warmth.

Use of Dialogue and Silence
Dialogue is sparse but meaningful, with much communicated through pauses and silences. These silences
carry emotional weight, often speaking louder than words. Alice Elliott Dark skillfully balances spoken



exchanges with reflective passages to create a rhythm that mirrors the characters’ emotional states.

Imagery and Symbolic Language
The author uses imagery related to light, shadow, and the natural world to underscore themes of transition
and impermanence. Symbolic elements like the fading daylight enhance the story’s contemplative mood
and thematic depth.

Reception and Influence of Alice Elliott Dark’s Work
"In the Gloaming" has been widely praised by critics and readers for its sensitive portrayal of difficult
subjects and its literary craftsmanship. Alice Elliott Dark’s ability to evoke empathy and provoke reflection
has cemented her reputation as a significant voice in contemporary American fiction. The story continues
to be studied in academic settings and included in anthologies focused on modern short stories and LGBTQ+
literature.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have highlighted the story’s emotional authenticity and its nuanced approach to themes of illness
and family. Alice Elliott Dark’s writing is noted for avoiding clichés and presenting a realistic,
compassionate depiction of human frailty and strength.

Contribution to Literature
The story contributes to broader conversations about the representation of AIDS in literature, the dynamics
of father-son relationships, and the exploration of mortality. It remains an important work for
understanding the cultural and emotional landscapes of the late 20th century.

Legacy and Adaptations
"In the Gloaming" inspired a 1997 television film of the same name, which further extended its reach and
impact. The adaptation brought Alice Elliott Dark’s story to a wider audience, emphasizing its enduring
relevance and emotional power.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'In the Gloaming' by Alice Elliott Dark about?
'In the Gloaming' is a short story by Alice Elliott Dark that explores themes of family, illness, and
reconciliation as it follows a mother visiting her dying son who is suffering from AIDS.

Who is Alice Elliott Dark?
Alice Elliott Dark is an American author known for her literary fiction, including short stories and novels
that often delve into complex human emotions and relationships.

What themes are prominent in 'In the Gloaming'?
'In the Gloaming' prominently features themes such as mortality, family dynamics, acceptance, and the
impact of illness on personal relationships.

When was 'In the Gloaming' published?
'In the Gloaming' was originally published in the late 1980s and has since been included in various
anthologies of contemporary American short stories.

Has 'In the Gloaming' been adapted into other media?
Yes, 'In the Gloaming' was adapted into a television film in 1997, starring Glenn Close and directed by
Christopher Reeve.

What is the significance of the title 'In the Gloaming'?
The title 'In the Gloaming' refers to the twilight or dusk, symbolizing a time of transition and the
emotional and physical decline faced by the characters in the story.

How does Alice Elliott Dark portray the character of the mother in 'In
the Gloaming'?
The mother in 'In the Gloaming' is portrayed as conflicted and emotionally complex, struggling to come to
terms with her son's illness and their strained relationship.

What impact did 'In the Gloaming' have on discussions about AIDS in



literature?
'In the Gloaming' contributed to humanizing the AIDS crisis by focusing on intimate family experiences
and emotional truths rather than just the medical aspects.

Where can I read 'In the Gloaming' by Alice Elliott Dark?
'In the Gloaming' can be found in various literary anthologies and collections of Alice Elliott Dark's work, as
well as some online literary magazines and archives.

What literary style does Alice Elliott Dark use in 'In the Gloaming'?
Alice Elliott Dark employs a poignant and intimate narrative style in 'In the Gloaming,' using detailed
character development and emotional depth to engage readers.

Additional Resources
1. In the Gloaming: Stories by Alice Elliott Dark
This collection of short stories by Alice Elliott Dark explores the complexities of human relationships and
the often hidden emotional landscapes within families. With a keen eye for detail and a compassionate
voice, Dark delves into themes of loss, love, and reconciliation. The stories are marked by their lyrical prose
and deep psychological insight.

2. Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout
A Pulitzer Prize-winning novel composed of interconnected stories centered around Olive Kitteridge, a
retired schoolteacher in a small Maine town. The book explores themes of aging, forgiveness, and the
subtleties of human connection, much like the intricate family dynamics found in Dark’s work. Strout’s
nuanced characters and evocative storytelling make it a compelling read for fans of literary fiction.

3. We Were the Mulvaneys by Joyce Carol Oates
This novel tells the story of a seemingly perfect family torn apart by a devastating event. Oates examines
the fragility of family bonds and the impact of trauma, echoing the emotional depth and dark undertones
present in Dark’s stories. The narrative is both heartbreaking and profound, highlighting resilience and the
search for redemption.

4. The Stories of John Cheever
A classic collection that delves into suburban life and the complexities beneath the surface of everyday
existence. Cheever’s stories often reveal the hidden despair and longing in his characters’ lives, paralleling
the tone and themes found in "In the Gloaming." His masterful storytelling and sharp social commentary
have made him a staple of American literature.

5. Everything Inside by Edwidge Danticat



Danticat’s collection of stories explores themes of love, loss, and the immigrant experience with emotional
intensity and lyrical prose. The characters grapple with personal and cultural challenges, much like the
introspective and intimate narratives in Dark’s work. This book offers a rich exploration of human
resilience and connection.

6. The Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck
Set in post-World War II Germany, this novel follows three women linked by their shared past and the
burdens they carry. The story investigates themes of survival, guilt, and the complexities of female
relationships, resonating with the emotional and moral intricacies present in Dark’s stories. Shattuck’s vivid
characters and historical backdrop create a compelling narrative.

7. Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
Kingsolver’s novel intertwines environmental concerns with a deeply personal story of a woman
confronting change and uncertainty in her life. The book’s exploration of transformation, family, and the
natural world offers a thematic complement to the reflective and poignant tales in "In the Gloaming."
Kingsolver’s rich prose and empathetic storytelling shine throughout.

8. The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman
A haunting tale of love, loss, and moral ambiguity set on a remote Australian island. Stedman’s story
examines the consequences of difficult choices and the complexities of human emotions, akin to the
nuanced character studies found in Dark’s work. The novel’s atmospheric setting and emotional depth
create a memorable reading experience.

9. Close Range: Wyoming Stories by Annie Proulx
This collection of short stories captures the rugged landscape and tough lives of people in Wyoming,
blending stark realism with moments of tenderness. Proulx’s sharp observations and richly drawn
characters evoke the intimate and sometimes unsettling atmosphere similar to that in "In the Gloaming."
Her writing offers a powerful glimpse into the human condition in a distinct regional setting.
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