
in his steps what would jesus do

in his steps what would jesus do is a profound and timeless question that has inspired countless
individuals to live a life of purpose, compassion, and integrity. Rooted in Christian ethics and the
teachings of Jesus Christ, this phrase challenges believers to reflect on their actions and decisions by
considering how Jesus would respond in similar situations. This article explores the origins,
significance, and practical applications of "in his steps what would jesus do," providing a
comprehensive understanding of its role in personal spirituality and ethical behavior. By examining
the biblical foundation, historical context, and modern relevance, readers will gain insights into how
this guiding principle can shape daily life and influence moral choices. The following sections will
delve into the meaning behind the phrase, its cultural impact, and ways to embody these teachings in
contemporary society.
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Understanding the Meaning of "In His Steps What
Would Jesus Do"
The phrase "in his steps what would jesus do" serves as a moral compass for individuals seeking to
align their actions with the example set by Jesus Christ. It encourages self-reflection and
accountability, prompting believers to evaluate their behavior through the lens of Jesus’ teachings
and character. Fundamentally, it calls for emulating Jesus’ virtues such as love, humility, forgiveness,
and compassion in every aspect of life.

Core Principles Behind the Phrase
This guiding question is anchored in several core Christian principles that define Jesus’ earthly
ministry and ethical framework. These include:

Love and Compassion: Demonstrating unconditional love and empathy toward others.

Integrity and Honesty: Upholding truthfulness and moral uprightness.

Service and Sacrifice: Prioritizing others’ needs and selflessly serving the community.



Forgiveness and Grace: Extending mercy and understanding rather than judgment.

By asking "what would Jesus do," individuals are reminded to act in accordance with these principles
rather than personal gain or societal pressures.

The Historical and Biblical Origins
The concept of following Jesus’ example is deeply rooted in Christian scripture and tradition. Although
the exact phrase "what would Jesus do" became popularized in more recent centuries, the underlying
idea is biblically founded and historically significant.

Biblical Foundations
The New Testament contains numerous passages where Jesus’ actions and teachings serve as a
model for believers. Key scriptures emphasize imitation of Christ as a pathway to spiritual maturity:

1 Peter 2:21: "To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,
that you should follow in his steps."

John 13:15: "I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you."

Philippians 2:5: "In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus."

These verses underscore the biblical mandate to live by Jesus’ example, which is the essence of the
phrase “in his steps what would jesus do.”

Historical Development
The phrase gained widespread recognition in the late 19th century with the publication of Charles M.
Sheldon’s novel In His Steps (1896). The novel explores the lives of people who commit to asking
themselves "What would Jesus do?" before making any decision, illustrating how this mindset
transformed their community. This literary work helped popularize the question as a practical tool for
Christian living, embedding it into evangelical culture and beyond.

Practical Applications in Daily Life
Applying "in his steps what would jesus do" in everyday situations requires intentionality and
mindfulness. It involves consistently evaluating choices, attitudes, and behaviors through the
perspective of Jesus’ example.



Decision-Making and Ethical Behavior
When faced with moral dilemmas or challenging circumstances, asking "what would Jesus do"
encourages individuals to prioritize ethical considerations and compassion. This practice can influence
decisions in various areas such as:

Workplace integrity and fairness

Interpersonal relationships and conflict resolution

Community involvement and social justice

Personal habits and lifestyle choices

By integrating this reflective question, individuals foster a lifestyle marked by consistency, kindness,
and moral clarity.

Developing Empathy and Compassion
Emulating Jesus’ steps also means cultivating empathy for others, especially those who are
marginalized or suffering. This approach encourages acts of kindness, listening with patience, and
offering support without conditions. Practicing such compassion has a transformative effect on both
the giver and receiver, reinforcing a cycle of love and grace.

The Cultural Impact and Modern Usage
The phrase "in his steps what would jesus do" has permeated popular culture and religious discourse,
influencing both individual believers and wider communities. It remains a powerful slogan for ethical
reflection and spiritual motivation.

Influence in Contemporary Christianity
Many Christian organizations and movements have adopted the phrase as a rallying call for
discipleship and social action. It serves as a reminder to live authentically according to Christ’s
teachings in a complex modern world. The question also appears frequently in sermons, youth
programs, and religious education as a tool for moral guidance.

Popular Expressions and Media
The abbreviation "WWJD" (What Would Jesus Do) has become a recognizable emblem, often displayed
on bracelets, clothing, and other merchandise. This trend reflects the phrase’s integration into
everyday life and its role as an accessible prompt for ethical decision-making. Additionally, it has
inspired books, music, and multimedia content aimed at encouraging Christian living.



Challenges and Criticisms
Despite its widespread appeal, the concept behind "in his steps what would jesus do" is not without
challenges and critiques. Some question the practicality and interpretation of the phrase in diverse
contexts.

Interpretive Variations
One challenge is the subjective nature of determining what Jesus would do in complex, modern
situations that differ significantly from biblical times. Various Christian traditions and individuals may
interpret Jesus’ teachings differently, leading to diverse conclusions about appropriate actions. This
can sometimes result in conflicting advice or confusion regarding the phrase's application.

Potential for Oversimplification
Critics argue that the question risks oversimplifying ethical decision-making by reducing it to a
catchphrase. In reality, moral choices often require nuanced understanding and consideration of
multiple factors. Relying solely on "what would Jesus do" without deeper theological reflection or
context may lead to superficial or misguided outcomes.

Balancing Faith and Critical Thinking
To address these concerns, it is important to balance faith-driven guidance with thoughtful analysis
and awareness of contemporary realities. Engaging with scripture, community counsel, and prayerful
discernment enhances the meaningful application of "in his steps what would jesus do."

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus
Do?'
The main theme of 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?' is the challenge to live a life modeled after
Jesus Christ by asking the question 'What would Jesus do?' before making decisions.

Who wrote 'In His Steps' and when was it published?
'In His Steps' was written by Charles Sheldon and first published in 1896.

How does the phrase 'What would Jesus do?' influence the
characters in the book?
The phrase prompts the characters to reflect deeply on their actions and make ethical choices that
align with Jesus' teachings, often leading to personal sacrifice and social reform.



Why is 'In His Steps' still relevant in modern times?
The book remains relevant because it encourages individuals to live with integrity and compassion,
applying timeless Christian principles to everyday challenges and moral dilemmas.

What impact did 'In His Steps' have on Christian culture?
'In His Steps' popularized the WWJD (What Would Jesus Do) movement, inspiring believers to consider
Jesus' example in their daily lives and decisions.

How can someone apply the concept of 'What Would Jesus
Do?' today?
Someone can apply this concept by pausing to consider how Jesus might respond to situations
requiring kindness, honesty, forgiveness, and love before acting.

Does 'In His Steps' address social issues of its time?
Yes, the book addresses social issues such as poverty, injustice, and hypocrisy, urging Christians to
take active roles in improving society.

What genre does 'In His Steps' belong to?
'In His Steps' is a Christian novel and inspirational literature that combines storytelling with moral and
spiritual lessons.

Additional Resources
1. In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?
This classic Christian novel by Charles Sheldon explores the transformative power of living by the
principle "What Would Jesus Do?" It follows a group of people in a small town who decide to live their
lives based on what Jesus might do in their daily situations. The book challenges readers to consider
how their faith influences their actions and decisions.

2. The Jesus Creed: Loving God, Loving Others by Scot McKnight
This book delves into the two greatest commandments that Jesus emphasized: love God and love your
neighbor as yourself. Scot McKnight explores how these commandments form the foundation of
Christian ethics and daily living. It encourages readers to embody these principles in practical ways.

3. Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream by David Platt
David Platt challenges believers to live radically for Christ, putting aside comfort and cultural norms to
follow Jesus wholeheartedly. The book draws inspiration from Jesus' teachings, urging readers to
reconsider what it means to truly follow Him in today’s world. It’s a call to live intentionally and
sacrificially.

4. The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
This theological classic examines what it means to be a disciple of Jesus in a modern world.
Bonhoeffer emphasizes the cost involved in truly following Christ, highlighting the need for obedience



and surrender. The book is a profound reflection on living a Christ-centered life.

5. Follow Me: A Call to Die. A Call to Live. by David Platt
In this book, Platt invites readers to consider the radical call of Jesus to "Follow Me." It challenges
Christians to move beyond comfortable faith and embrace a lifestyle of discipleship marked by
sacrifice, commitment, and action. The book is both inspiring and practical for those seeking to live
out their faith authentically.

6. The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? by Rick Warren
Rick Warren’s bestseller guides readers through a 40-day spiritual journey to discover God’s purpose
for their lives. Rooted in biblical principles, the book encourages living a life aligned with God's plan,
much like the call to follow Jesus’s example. It’s widely used for personal growth and church study
groups.

7. Jesus Among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message by Ravi Zacharias
This apologetic work explores the unique claims of Jesus compared to other religious figures. Ravi
Zacharias encourages readers to understand the significance of Jesus’ life and teachings, prompting a
deeper commitment to following Him. It’s a thoughtful resource for those wrestling with faith
questions.

8. The Life You’ve Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People by John Ortberg
Ortberg’s book offers practical guidance on spiritual disciplines that help believers grow closer to
Jesus. It emphasizes transformation through daily practices such as prayer, study, and service,
reflecting the call to live as Jesus did. The book is accessible and encouraging for Christians seeking
deeper spiritual growth.

9. Simply Jesus: A New Vision of Who He Was, What He Did, and Why He Matters by N.T. Wright
N.T. Wright presents a fresh exploration of Jesus’ life and mission, focusing on His impact and
relevance today. The book invites readers to reconsider Jesus’ teachings and how they can be lived
out in contemporary life. It serves as a compelling resource for those wanting to follow Jesus more
intentionally.
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