
icd 10 code for history of heart attack

icd 10 code for history of heart attack is a critical component in medical documentation and billing,
representing a patient's previous myocardial infarction event. Accurate use of the ICD-10 coding system
ensures proper communication among healthcare providers, facilitates insurance claims processing, and
supports epidemiological tracking. This article explores the specific ICD-10 code relevant to a history of
heart attack, its importance in clinical practice, and additional related codes that may be necessary for
comprehensive patient records. Understanding these codes aids healthcare professionals in maintaining
precise medical histories and optimizing patient care outcomes. The following sections will cover the
definition and application of the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack, coding guidelines, clinical
relevance, and frequently asked questions about coding myocardial infarction history.
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Understanding the ICD-10 Code for History of Heart Attack
The ICD-10 code for history of heart attack is specifically used to indicate that a patient has experienced a
myocardial infarction in the past. This code is essential for documenting the patient's medical history
without implying an active or current heart attack. The official ICD-10-CM code for a history of myocardial
infarction is Z86.73. This falls under the category of codes describing personal history of certain other
diseases.

Definition of Myocardial Infarction
Myocardial infarction, commonly known as a heart attack, occurs when blood flow to a part of the heart
muscle is blocked, causing tissue damage or death. This condition is a leading cause of morbidity and
mortality worldwide. Documenting a history of myocardial infarction is crucial for ongoing patient
management and risk assessment.



Explanation of ICD-10 Code Z86.73
The code Z86.73 describes a personal history of myocardial infarction. It is used when the patient has a
documented past heart attack that is not currently active or being treated as an acute event. This
classification helps differentiate between current conditions and historical health information, which is
important for treatment planning and insurance purposes.

Coding Guidelines and Usage
Proper use of the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack requires adherence to established coding
guidelines. These guidelines ensure that the code is applied accurately in medical records and billing
processes.

When to Use Z86.73
The code Z86.73 should be used when a patient has a documented prior myocardial infarction but is not
currently experiencing an acute cardiac event. It is typically assigned during routine visits, follow-up
appointments, or when assessing risk factors for cardiovascular disease.

Documentation Requirements
Accurate documentation is essential for the correct use of the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack.
Medical records must include clear evidence of a previous myocardial infarction, including dates, clinical
findings, diagnostic tests, or hospital discharge summaries. Without proper documentation, the code cannot
be reliably assigned.

Exclusions and Related Codes
It is important not to confuse Z86.73 with codes representing active myocardial infarction or complications
thereof. For instance, codes in the I21 and I22 series are used for acute myocardial infarction, whereas
Z86.73 strictly indicates a historical event. Additionally, other Z-codes may be applicable for related cardiac
histories, such as heart failure or coronary artery disease.

Clinical Importance of Accurate Coding
Accurate coding of a history of heart attack is vital for clinical decision-making, patient safety, and
healthcare administration. It provides healthcare providers with essential information about the patient's
cardiovascular risk profile and guides preventative and therapeutic strategies.



Impact on Patient Care
Knowing a patient’s history of myocardial infarction influences medication choices, lifestyle
recommendations, and monitoring protocols. For example, patients with a prior heart attack are often
prescribed antiplatelet agents, statins, or beta-blockers to reduce the risk of recurrent events.

Insurance and Reimbursement
Insurance companies rely on ICD-10 codes for claims processing and reimbursement. Correct coding of prior
myocardial infarction ensures that healthcare providers receive appropriate compensation for services
related to cardiac risk management and follow-up care.

Research and Public Health Surveillance
Aggregated data from ICD-10 codes, including Z86.73, contribute to epidemiological studies and public
health initiatives aimed at reducing the burden of cardiovascular disease. Accurate coding helps track
disease prevalence and effectiveness of intervention programs.

Related ICD-10 Codes for Cardiac Conditions
In addition to the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack, several related codes are relevant for
comprehensive cardiac patient records. These codes capture current conditions, complications, and other
aspects of cardiovascular health.

Acute Myocardial Infarction Codes
Active or recent myocardial infarctions are coded under the I21 and I22 series. These codes specify the
type, location, and timing of the infarction, such as:

I21.3 – ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of unspecified site

I22.0 – Subsequent ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of anterior wall

Other Relevant Cardiac History Codes
Additional history codes include:



Z86.79 – Personal history of other diseases of the circulatory system

Z95.1 – Presence of aortocoronary bypass graft

Z95.5 – Presence of coronary angioplasty implant and graft

Heart Failure and Ischemic Heart Disease Codes
Conditions related to heart attack complications or ongoing ischemic heart disease may be coded as:

I50 – Heart failure codes

I25.1 – Atherosclerotic heart disease of native coronary artery

Common Questions About ICD-10 and Heart Attack History
Healthcare providers and coders often have questions regarding the application and interpretation of ICD-10
codes related to myocardial infarction history. Addressing these queries promotes consistent and accurate
coding practices.

Can Z86.73 Be Used for Multiple Past Heart Attacks?
Yes, the code Z86.73 covers any personal history of myocardial infarction regardless of whether the patient
has had one or multiple events. It does not specify the number of occurrences but indicates a past diagnosis.

Is Z86.73 Appropriate if the Patient Has Active Cardiac Symptoms?
No, if the patient is currently experiencing symptoms or complications related to a recent heart attack,
acute myocardial infarction codes (I21 or I22) should be used instead. Z86.73 is reserved for historical
documentation only.

How Does This Code Affect Treatment Planning?
Inclusion of the history of heart attack code ensures clinicians consider secondary prevention measures and
monitor for potential complications, influencing ongoing treatment strategies and patient education.



Are There Any Special Considerations for Coding?
Coding professionals must ensure that the history of myocardial infarction is clearly documented in the
medical record and distinguish it from active conditions or sequelae. Additionally, combining Z86.73 with
other relevant codes, such as those for heart failure, may be necessary for a complete clinical picture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack?
The ICD-10 code for history of heart attack is Z86.74.

What does the ICD-10 code Z86.74 represent?
ICD-10 code Z86.74 represents a personal history of myocardial infarction (heart attack).

When should the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack be used?
The code Z86.74 should be used when documenting a patient's past medical history of myocardial
infarction, not an active or recent heart attack.

Is the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack different from the code for a
current heart attack?
Yes, history of heart attack is coded as Z86.74, whereas a current or recent heart attack is coded under the
I21 or I22 series depending on the timing and specifics.

Can the ICD-10 code for history of heart attack affect patient treatment
plans?
Yes, documenting a history of heart attack with code Z86.74 helps healthcare providers assess risk factors
and tailor treatment and preventive measures accordingly.

Are there any related ICD-10 codes to consider along with history of
heart attack?
Yes, related codes might include I25.2 for old myocardial infarction or other codes for complications or
sequelae of heart attacks.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding ICD-10 Codes: A Guide to Cardiovascular History
This book offers a comprehensive explanation of ICD-10 coding, focusing on cardiovascular conditions such
as a history of heart attack. It breaks down complex medical codes into understandable language for
healthcare professionals and students. The guide also includes practical examples and case studies to enhance
learning and application.

2. Heart Attack History and ICD-10: Clinical Documentation and Coding
Designed for medical coders and clinicians, this book details the importance of accurate documentation for
patients with a history of myocardial infarction. It covers ICD-10 codes relevant to heart attack history and
explains how to ensure compliance with coding standards. The text also highlights common pitfalls and tips
for precise record-keeping.

3. ICD-10 Coding for Cardiology: Focus on Myocardial Infarction
This resource specializes in ICD-10 coding for cardiology, with a particular emphasis on myocardial
infarction and related conditions. It serves as a practical handbook for coding professionals working in
hospitals or outpatient settings. Readers will find step-by-step instructions for coding histories of heart attack
and associated complications.

4. Medical Coding Made Simple: Cardiovascular Cases and ICD-10
Aimed at beginners, this book simplifies medical coding concepts using cardiovascular cases, including those
with heart attack histories. It explains how to navigate the ICD-10 coding system and apply it effectively in
real-world scenarios. The book includes quizzes and exercises to reinforce learning.

5. Cardiovascular Disease Documentation and ICD-10 Coding
This text delves into the detailed documentation required for cardiovascular diseases, such as past
myocardial infarctions, to support accurate ICD-10 coding. It emphasizes the role of thorough clinical notes
in achieving proper reimbursement and quality reporting. The book is a valuable tool for coders, clinicians,
and auditors.

6. Advanced ICD-10 Coding: Cardiovascular and Heart Attack Histories
Targeting experienced coders, this book explores advanced topics in ICD-10 coding related to cardiovascular
health and heart attack histories. It discusses complex scenarios, including secondary diagnoses and sequelae
coding. The book provides insights into coding nuances and regulatory updates.

7. Clinical Insights into Myocardial Infarction and ICD-10 Coding
This publication combines clinical knowledge about myocardial infarction with practical ICD-10 coding
advice. It helps healthcare providers understand the significance of coding accuracy for patient care and
research. The book includes illustrative case studies to demonstrate proper coding techniques.

8. ICD-10 for Cardiac Care: History of Heart Attack and Beyond
Focusing on cardiac care, this book guides readers through ICD-10 codes related to both acute and historical



heart conditions, including previous heart attacks. It aims to improve interdisciplinary communication
among healthcare teams by standardizing coding practices. The text also reviews coding updates and trends.

9. Efficient Medical Coding: Heart Attack Histories in ICD-10
This concise guide offers strategies for efficient and accurate coding of heart attack histories using ICD-10. It
is ideal for busy medical coders seeking to enhance productivity without sacrificing precision. The book
includes checklists and coding tips to streamline the coding process in cardiology departments.
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