
icd 10 code for history cva
icd 10 code for history cva is a critical classification used in medical coding to indicate a
patient's past occurrence of cerebrovascular accident (CVA), commonly known as a stroke.
Accurate coding is essential for proper documentation, billing, and patient care
coordination. This article delves into the specifics of the ICD-10 coding system related to
history of CVA, explaining the importance of these codes, how to apply them correctly, and
their impact on clinical and administrative processes. Understanding the nuances of these
codes helps healthcare professionals and coders ensure compliance with coding standards
and optimize patient records. Additionally, the article covers related conditions, coding tips,
and the role of these codes in managing stroke survivors' long-term care. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of the topic for medical coding specialists,
healthcare providers, and administrative personnel.

Understanding ICD-10 Codes and Their Purpose

Defining History of CVA in Medical Coding

Specific ICD-10 Codes for History of CVA

Guidelines for Using ICD-10 Codes for History of CVA

Clinical Importance of Documenting History of CVA

Common Coding Challenges and Solutions

Understanding ICD-10 Codes and Their Purpose
The International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10), is a globally
recognized system used to classify and code diagnoses, symptoms, and procedures
recorded in conjunction with hospital care in the United States and internationally. ICD-10
codes are essential for accurate medical billing, statistical analysis, clinical research, and
healthcare quality improvement. They provide a standardized language for reporting
medical conditions, including cerebrovascular accidents and their sequelae.

ICD-10 coding enables healthcare providers to communicate patient diagnoses effectively
to payers, regulatory agencies, and other medical professionals. This system facilitates
tracking disease prevalence, evaluating treatment outcomes, and guiding reimbursement.
Understanding ICD-10 codes, especially those related to neurological conditions such as
stroke, is vital to ensure accurate patient records and optimize healthcare delivery.

Defining History of CVA in Medical Coding
History of CVA refers to a documented past occurrence of a cerebrovascular accident or



stroke, in which the patient experienced a transient or permanent neurological deficit due
to impaired blood flow to the brain. Medical coding for history of CVA indicates that the
patient has had a stroke previously but may not currently be presenting with acute
symptoms.

In clinical practice, documenting the history of CVA is important for risk assessment,
treatment planning, and prognosis. From a coding perspective, it differentiates between
active stroke cases and those with resolved or residual effects. This distinction affects
clinical management and reimbursement coding, emphasizing the need to select the
appropriate ICD-10 codes.

Specific ICD-10 Codes for History of CVA
The ICD-10 coding system includes specific codes to represent a history of cerebrovascular
accident. The primary code used to document a history of stroke is Z86.73, which stands
for “Personal history of transient ischemic attack (TIA) and cerebral infarction.” This code
indicates that the patient has experienced a stroke or TIA in the past but is not currently
diagnosed with an acute cerebrovascular event.

Other related ICD-10 codes for history of CVA include:

Z86.74 – Personal history of subarachnoid hemorrhage

Z86.79 – Personal history of other diseases of the circulatory system, which can be
used in cases related to cerebrovascular events not classified elsewhere

It is important to select the most precise code that accurately reflects the patient’s medical
history to ensure correct documentation and billing.

Guidelines for Using ICD-10 Codes for History of
CVA
Proper usage of ICD-10 codes for history of CVA requires adherence to official coding
guidelines established by authoritative bodies such as the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) and the American Hospital Association (AHA). These guidelines specify when
and how to assign history codes versus codes for current conditions.

When to Use History Codes
History codes like Z86.73 should be used when the patient has a documented past stroke
or TIA but is not currently receiving treatment for an acute episode. This includes cases
where the patient is asymptomatic or is being treated for residual deficits or complications
related to the prior stroke.

When Not to Use History Codes
If a patient is currently experiencing an acute stroke or related cerebrovascular condition,



coding should reflect the active diagnosis rather than a history code. Using history codes
inappropriately can lead to incorrect reimbursement or clinical misinterpretation.

Documentation Requirements
Accurate clinical documentation is essential to justify the use of history of CVA codes.
Medical records should clearly indicate the patient’s prior stroke history, current status, and
any residual neurological deficits. Coders must review the documentation carefully to apply
the correct ICD-10 code.

Clinical Importance of Documenting History of
CVA
Documenting a history of CVA in patient records is crucial for multiple reasons. Clinically, it
helps healthcare providers monitor stroke survivors for potential complications such as
recurrent strokes, cognitive impairment, or physical disabilities. It also informs medication
management, such as the use of antiplatelet or anticoagulant therapy.

From an administrative perspective, accurate coding of history of CVA assists in risk
stratification and quality reporting. It ensures that healthcare organizations capture the full
scope of patient health status, which can influence quality metrics and reimbursement
models. Furthermore, it supports research efforts aimed at understanding stroke outcomes
and improving care strategies.

Common Coding Challenges and Solutions
Coding for history of CVA can present challenges due to ambiguous or incomplete clinical
documentation, confusion between active and historical conditions, and overlap with other
neurological diagnoses. Addressing these issues requires ongoing coder education and
collaboration with clinical staff.

Challenge: Lack of clear documentation distinguishing between current and past
stroke events.

Solution: Encourage clinicians to specify “history of CVA” or “prior stroke” explicitly
in medical records.

Challenge: Misuse of active stroke codes when the condition is historical.

Solution: Train coders on ICD-10 guidelines to select appropriate Z codes for history.

Challenge: Overlapping diagnoses such as transient ischemic attacks versus strokes.

Solution: Review clinical notes thoroughly and use combined codes like Z86.73 that
encompass both TIA and cerebral infarction history.



Implementing these solutions helps improve coding accuracy, compliance, and the quality
of patient data related to cerebrovascular disease.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for history of cerebrovascular
accident (CVA)?
The ICD-10 code for history of cerebrovascular accident (CVA) is Z86.73.

When should the ICD-10 code Z86.73 be used?
The ICD-10 code Z86.73 should be used to indicate a personal history of cerebrovascular
disease or stroke, typically when the patient is not currently experiencing an acute stroke
but has a documented past event.

Is there a difference between ICD-10 codes for history
of CVA and current CVA?
Yes, history of CVA is coded as Z86.73, while an acute or current cerebrovascular accident
is coded under the I60-I69 range depending on the type and location of the stroke.

Can the ICD-10 code for history of CVA be used for
outpatient visits?
Yes, Z86.73 can be used in outpatient settings to document a patient's past
cerebrovascular accident during routine visits or follow-ups.

Are there any specific guidelines for coding history of
CVA in ICD-10?
Yes, according to ICD-10 guidelines, Z86.73 is used to indicate a personal history of
cerebrovascular disease when the condition is resolved and no longer active, but relevant
to the patient's medical history.

How does coding history of CVA affect patient care and
insurance claims?
Coding history of CVA with Z86.73 helps healthcare providers recognize past stroke events,
influencing ongoing care plans and risk assessments. It also ensures accurate
documentation for insurance claims and secondary prevention measures.



Additional Resources
1. ICD-10 Coding for Stroke and Cerebrovascular Diseases
This comprehensive guide focuses on accurate ICD-10 coding for stroke and related
cerebrovascular conditions, including history of cerebrovascular accident (CVA). It provides
detailed explanations of coding rules, conventions, and guidelines, making it an essential
resource for medical coders and healthcare professionals. The book includes case studies
and examples to enhance understanding of complex coding scenarios.

2. Stroke and Cerebrovascular Disease: Clinical and Coding Perspectives
This book bridges the gap between clinical knowledge of stroke and the practical aspects of
medical coding. It covers the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and management of stroke, along
with detailed ICD-10 coding instructions for history of CVA. Ideal for clinicians and coders
alike, it helps improve documentation accuracy and coding compliance.

3. Mastering ICD-10-CM Coding: Neurological Conditions Including History of CVA
Designed for both beginners and experienced coders, this book offers an in-depth look at
ICD-10-CM coding for neurological conditions, emphasizing history of cerebrovascular
accidents. It breaks down complex coding guidelines into clear, manageable sections and
provides quizzes and exercises to reinforce learning. The text also highlights common
coding errors and tips for avoiding them.

4. Clinical Neurology and ICD-10 Diagnosis Coding
This resource combines clinical neurology insights with practical ICD-10 diagnosis coding
instructions. It thoroughly discusses cerebrovascular diseases, including the history of CVA,
and how to accurately reflect these conditions in medical records. The book is a valuable
tool for healthcare providers seeking to improve diagnostic documentation and coding
accuracy.

5. ICD-10-CM Coding Workbook for Neurological Disorders
A hands-on workbook that focuses on ICD-10-CM coding for neurological disorders such as
stroke, transient ischemic attacks, and history of CVA. It contains numerous practice
scenarios, coding exercises, and answer keys to help coders sharpen their skills. The
practical format makes it an excellent companion for coding professionals preparing for
certification exams.

6. Stroke Rehabilitation and ICD-10 Coding Essentials
This book explores the intersection of stroke rehabilitation and ICD-10 coding, with
particular attention to patients with a history of CVA. It discusses rehabilitation protocols,
functional outcomes, and how to document these aspects accurately for coding purposes.
The text is useful for rehabilitation specialists, coders, and healthcare administrators.

7. Essentials of ICD-10 Coding for Vascular and Cerebrovascular Disorders
Focusing on vascular health, this book provides thorough coverage of ICD-10 coding
principles related to cerebrovascular disorders, including history of CVA. It explains the
classification system, coding tips, and documentation requirements to ensure compliance
and reimbursement accuracy. The book is suitable for coders, billers, and healthcare
providers.

8. Neurology ICD-10-CM Coding Guide: History of Stroke and Related Conditions
This guide offers a detailed approach to coding neurological conditions, with a special focus



on history of stroke (CVA) and associated diagnoses. It includes updated ICD-10-CM codes,
clinical definitions, and coding scenarios that reflect real-world medical documentation. The
book supports accurate coding to facilitate patient care and billing processes.

9. Medical Coding for Cerebrovascular Accidents: ICD-10-CM and Beyond
A focused manual that addresses the nuances of coding cerebrovascular accidents and
their history using ICD-10-CM. It provides explanations of medical terminology, coding
guidelines, and payer requirements related to stroke history. The book also examines
emerging trends and updates in coding standards to keep professionals current.
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