I write what i like by steve biko

i write what i like by steve biko is a powerful collection of writings that played a significant role in
shaping the Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa during the apartheid era. This compilation
encapsulates the thoughts, philosophies, and activism of Steve Biko, a key anti-apartheid activist who
used his pen as a weapon against racial oppression. The writings emphasize self-awareness, pride,
and the psychological liberation of black people under a system designed to demean and divide. This
article explores the historical context, central themes, and lasting impact of i write what i like by
steve biko, highlighting how his essays and speeches inspired a generation and continue to resonate
today. Additionally, it examines the style and structure of Biko’s prose and the relevance of his ideas
in contemporary discussions on race and identity. The following sections provide a detailed overview
of the book’s significance and its role in South African history.
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Historical Context of i write what i like by steve biko

The book i write what i like by steve biko emerged during a turbulent period in South African history
marked by apartheid, a system of institutionalized racial segregation and discrimination. Steve Biko
was a medical student turned activist who became the intellectual force behind the Black
Consciousness Movement in the late 1960s and early 1970s. This movement sought to empower
black South Africans psychologically and politically, encouraging them to reject the inferiority imposed
by apartheid policies.

During this era, black people in South Africa faced severe restrictions on their freedoms, including
limitations on movement, education, and political expression. Biko’s writings were a direct response
to these oppressive conditions, aiming to awaken pride and solidarity among the oppressed. The
essays compiled in i write what i like were originally published in the magazine "Black Review," which
Biko edited, serving as a platform to articulate the frustrations and aspirations of black South
Africans.

The Rise of the Black Consciousness Movement

The Black Consciousness Movement, closely associated with Biko’s writings, emphasized the
psychological liberation of black individuals as a precursor to political freedom. Biko argued that black
people had internalized a sense of inferiority imposed by apartheid, which needed to be overcome for
effective resistance. His writings encouraged self-definition, self-respect, and unity among black



communities.

Oppressive Environment and Censorship

Under apartheid, the government actively suppressed dissenting voices through censorship, arrests,
and violence. Despite these risks, Biko's writings boldly challenged the status quo. i write what i like
by steve biko reflects this defiant spirit, providing insight into the intellectual resistance that fueled
the anti-apartheid struggle.

Core Themes in i write what i like by steve biko

The essays and articles compiled in i write what i like by steve biko revolve around several
interrelated themes that define the Black Consciousness ideology and Biko’s vision for a liberated
South Africa.

Psychological Liberation and Black Identity

A central theme in Biko's writings is the psychological emancipation of black people from feelings of
inferiority and self-doubt. He emphasized the importance of black people reclaiming their identity,
culture, and history as a foundation for political activism. Biko’s assertion that black is beautiful
sought to instill pride and counter the pervasive narratives of racial inferiority.

Unity and Collective Empowerment

Unity among black South Africans was another key focus. Biko believed that collective strength was
essential for overcoming apartheid. His writings called for solidarity across ethnic and tribal lines,
promoting a unified black identity that transcended divisions imposed by colonial and apartheid
regimes.

Critique of Apartheid and Systemic Racism

Biko's essays offer a sharp critique of apartheid’s systemic racism and its dehumanizing effects. He
exposed the economic, social, and political inequalities sustained by apartheid policies and argued for
the dismantling of these oppressive structures. His work highlighted how apartheid was not just a
political problem but a moral and psychological crisis.

Empowerment Through Education and Awareness

Education and consciousness-raising were vital tools in Biko's strategy for change. He promoted the
idea that knowledge of one’s history and rights was crucial for empowerment. i write what i like by
steve biko serves both as a call to intellectual engagement and a resource for understanding the
philosophy of Black Consciousness.



Impact and Legacy of Steve Biko’s Writings

Steve Biko’s writings in i write what i like had a profound impact on the anti-apartheid movement and
continue to influence discussions on race, identity, and social justice worldwide. His ideas helped
shape the consciousness of a generation committed to ending racial oppression in South Africa.

Influence on the Anti-Apartheid Movement

Biko’s writings provided an ideological framework for resistance activists and organizations. By
emphasizing black pride and self-reliance, he inspired many to challenge the apartheid regime with
renewed vigor. His death in police custody in 1977 further galvanized international attention and
intensified the struggle against apartheid.

Global Recognition and Inspiration

Beyond South Africa, Biko's philosophy and writings have resonated with marginalized groups and
civil rights movements globally. His emphasis on psychological liberation and identity politics has
influenced activists fighting racial and social injustices worldwide.

Enduring Symbol of Resistance

Today, Steve Biko remains a symbol of courage, intellectual resistance, and the quest for justice. i/
write what i like by steve biko continues to be studied in academic settings and cited in social justice
discourse, demonstrating the enduring relevance of his vision.

Writing Style and Structure in i write what i like by
steve biko

The writing style found in i write what i like by steve biko is characterized by its clarity, directness,
and passionate tone. Biko's prose combines intellectual rigor with accessible language, making
complex political and philosophical ideas understandable to a broad audience.

Use of Persuasive and Emotive Language

Biko employs persuasive rhetoric to engage readers emotionally and intellectually. His use of
evocative language and compelling arguments aims to inspire action and self-reflection. This style
effectively communicates the urgency of the anti-apartheid struggle.

Structure and Organization of Essays

The essays are organized thematically but also reflect a chronological progression of thought and
activism. Each piece builds upon previous ideas, reinforcing the core messages of Black



Consciousness and resistance. The structure allows readers to follow the evolution of Biko's
philosophy clearly.

Integration of Personal Experience and Political Analysis

Biko often intertwines personal anecdotes with broader political analysis, grounding his arguments in
lived experience. This approach enhances the authenticity and impact of his message, making the
writings relatable and powerful.

Contemporary Relevance of i write what i like by steve
biko

Despite being written in a specific historical context, i write what i like by steve biko remains highly
relevant in contemporary discussions about race, identity, and social justice. Biko’s insights continue
to inform debates on systemic racism and empowerment strategies worldwide.

Application in Modern Social Justice Movements

Modern movements for racial equality and human rights draw upon Biko’s emphasis on psychological
empowerment and identity reclamation. His work offers valuable lessons on the importance of self-
definition and unity in confronting oppression.

Educational Importance and Academic Study

Academic institutions include Biko's writings in curricula related to African studies, political science,
and social justice. The book offers critical perspectives that deepen understanding of apartheid and
similar systems of oppression.

Inspiration for Cultural and Political Dialogue

Discussions about race relations, cultural pride, and political activism often reference Biko's ideas. His
advocacy for black dignity and self-respect continues to inspire individuals and communities seeking
meaningful change.

Psychological liberation as a foundation for freedom

Unity across ethnic and cultural divides

Resistance to systemic oppression through intellectual engagement

Promotion of education as a tool for empowerment



e The enduring legacy of courage and activism

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'l Write What I Like' by Steve Biko about?

'l Write What | Like' is a collection of Steve Biko's writings that articulate the philosophy of the Black
Consciousness Movement, focusing on black liberation, identity, and resistance against apartheid in
South Africa.

Who was Steve Biko and why is he significant?

Steve Biko was a South African anti-apartheid activist and leader of the Black Consciousness
Movement. He is significant for inspiring black South Africans to embrace pride in their identity and
resist oppression.

What themes are explored in ‘'l Write What I Like'?

The book explores themes such as black identity, psychological liberation, racial oppression,
resistance to apartheid, and the importance of self-awareness and unity among black South Africans.

How did 'l Write What | Like' influence the anti-apartheid
movement?

‘I Write What I Like' galvanized black South Africans by promoting psychological empowerment and
encouraging active resistance, which strengthened the broader anti-apartheid movement.

When was 'l Write What I Like' published?

'l Write What | Like' was first published posthumously in 1978, compiling Steve Biko's essays and
writings from the early 1970s.

What is the significance of the title 'l Write What I Like'?

The title reflects Steve Biko's unapologetic and fearless approach to writing about black oppression
and liberation, emphasizing honesty and personal conviction regardless of political consequences.

How does Steve Biko address psychological liberation in 'l
Write What | Like'?

Biko emphasizes that true liberation begins with mental emancipation from feelings of inferiority
imposed by apartheid, encouraging black people to develop self-respect and confidence.



Is 'l Write What I Like' still relevant today?

Yes, 'l Write What | Like' remains relevant as it addresses issues of racial identity, social justice, and
empowerment that continue to resonate globally in struggles against oppression and inequality.

Additional Resources

1. Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela

This autobiography chronicles Nelson Mandela’s life, from his early years in rural South Africa to his
27 years of imprisonment and eventual presidency. It provides a vivid account of the struggle against
apartheid and the personal sacrifices made for justice and equality. Like Steve Biko's work, it
highlights the resilience and determination of those fighting systemic oppression.

2. Black Skin, White Masks by Frantz Fanon

Fanon’s seminal work explores the psychological effects of colonization on Black people and the
complexities of identity in a racially divided world. It delves into issues of racism, alienation, and the
internalization of oppression. This book complements Biko’s themes by analyzing the mental
liberation necessary for true freedom.

3. Decolonising the Mind by Ngligi wa Thiong'o

Nglgi wa Thiong'o discusses the impact of colonialism on African literature and culture, advocating
for the use of indigenous languages as a means of reclaiming identity. The book argues that cultural
liberation is essential for political independence. Its focus on reclaiming African identity resonates
deeply with the ideas in Biko’s writings.

4. The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon

This influential text examines the violent dynamics of colonialism and the path toward decolonization.
Fanon discusses the role of revolutionary violence, national consciousness, and the pitfalls of post-
colonial leadership. It provides a theoretical framework that aligns with the activism and philosophy
espoused by Steve Biko.

5. Country of My Skull by Antjie Krog

Antjie Krog's powerful narrative recounts her experiences as a reporter during South Africa’s Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. The book captures the complex emotions and stories of victims and
perpetrators of apartheid-era crimes. It offers insight into the aftermath of the struggle that Biko was
part of, emphasizing healing and understanding.

6. Born a Crime by Trevor Noah

Trevor Noah’s memoir provides a humorous yet poignant look at growing up mixed-race during
apartheid and post-apartheid South Africa. His personal stories highlight the absurdities and cruelties
of racial segregation. This book complements Biko's political activism by showing the lasting personal
impact of apartheid policies.

7. In My Father’s House by Ngugi wa Thiong'o

This autobiographical work traces Ngugi’s childhood and his awakening to the realities of colonial
oppression in Kenya. It reflects on the importance of cultural heritage and education in the fight
against colonialism. The themes of identity, resistance, and self-discovery echo those in Biko’s essays.

8. Am | Not a Man and a Brother? by Albert Memmi
Memmi’s analysis of colonial relationships focuses on the dehumanizing effects of colonization on



both the oppressor and the oppressed. The book is a critical exploration of identity, complicity, and
resistance. It provides philosophical context to Biko’s message of Black consciousness and self-
empowerment.

9. The Black Consciousness Reader edited by Lewis R. Gordon

This collection of essays and writings includes key texts from Steve Biko and other Black
Consciousness thinkers. It explores themes of liberation, identity, and psychological freedom in the
context of apartheid South Africa. The reader offers a comprehensive understanding of the movement
that Biko helped to shape.
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