
i will arise and go to jesus history

i will arise and go to jesus history is a phrase deeply rooted in Christian hymnody and spirituality, evoking
themes of repentance, redemption, and the longing for reconciliation with Christ. This phrase originates from a
cherished hymn written in the 19th century and has since become a staple in many worship services and personal
devotions. Understanding the history behind "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" offers insight into the cultural and
theological contexts that shaped its creation and enduring popularity. This article explores the hymn's origin,
the author’s background, its biblical inspiration, and its impact on Christian worship throughout the years.
Additionally, the historical significance of the hymn’s message will be examined in relation to the broader
Christian experience.
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Origin and Authorship of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"

The hymn "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" was penned by William Hunter in 1845. Hunter was a Baptist minister
and hymn writer whose works reflected deep personal faith and a heartfelt desire to inspire repentance and
spiritual renewal. The hymn’s lyrics express a sinner’s resolve to leave behind a life of sin and return to Jesus,
emphasizing themes of forgiveness and grace.

William Hunter: The Hymn Writer

William Hunter was an influential figure in 19th-century American Christian circles, known primarily for his
contributions to hymnody. His compositions were marked by simplicity and emotional depth, aimed at encouraging
believers toward repentance and devotion. "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" remains his most enduring work,
reflecting his theological emphasis on the possibility of redemption for all.

Composition and Publication

The hymn was first published in 1845 in a collection of spiritual songs. Its straightforward language and
memorable refrain quickly gained popularity among various Christian denominations, particularly in the Baptist
tradition. The text’s focus on personal commitment and return to Christ resonated with believers during a time
of religious revival in the United States.

Biblical Foundations and Theological Themes



The phrase "I will arise and go to Jesus" draws inspiration from the Parable of the Prodigal Son found in the
Gospel of Luke, chapter 15. This parable illustrates the themes of repentance, forgiveness, and unconditional
love, which are central to the hymn’s message.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

In the parable, a wayward son decides to leave his father’s house and live a life of sin. Eventually, recognizing
his mistakes, he resolves to return home, saying, "I will arise and go to my father." The father welcomes him
with open arms, symbolizing God’s boundless mercy toward repentant sinners. Hunter’s hymn echoes this
narrative, inviting believers to a similar spiritual return.

Theology of Repentance and Grace

The hymn underscores the doctrines of repentance and grace as foundational Christian beliefs. The act of
“arising” signifies a conscious decision to turn away from sin, while “going to Jesus” represents the acceptance
of divine forgiveness and salvation. This theological framework encourages believers to rely on Jesus’
redemptive power rather than their own merits.

Historical Context and Spread of the Hymn

The mid-19th century was a period marked by religious revivalism in America, known as the Second Great
Awakening. This movement fostered renewed interest in personal faith and evangelism, creating fertile ground for
hymns like "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" to flourish.

Second Great Awakening Influence

The hymn emerged during a time when camp meetings and revival services attracted large audiences seeking
spiritual renewal. Hymns that emphasized personal response to Christ’s call were especially effective in these
settings. Hunter’s hymn, with its clear invitation to repent and return to Jesus, became a favorite for both
public worship and private reflection.

Geographical and Denominational Spread

Originally popular in Baptist circles, "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" transcended denominational boundaries
and became widely sung across Protestant communities. Its simple yet profound message made it adaptable to
various musical styles and worship traditions.

Musical Adaptations and Influence

Over time, "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" has been set to numerous tunes, enhancing its appeal and accessibility.
The hymn’s adaptability to different musical arrangements has contributed greatly to its endurance in
Christian hymnals worldwide.



Traditional Tunes and Variations

The most commonly used melody for the hymn is known as "I Will Arise," a traditional American folk tune that
complements the hymn’s heartfelt lyrics. Various arrangements range from simple a cappella renditions to more
elaborate choir and instrumental performances.

Contemporary Christian Music Incorporations

In modern times, many contemporary Christian artists have incorporated the hymn’s lyrics or themes into
worship songs and albums. This ongoing reinterpretation keeps the hymn relevant and meaningful for new
generations of believers.

Legacy and Modern Usage in Christian Worship

The enduring legacy of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" lies in its powerful message of hope and redemption, which
continues to inspire Christians around the world. Its presence in hymnals and worship services attests to its
significant role in Christian devotional life.

Use in Worship and Devotion

The hymn is frequently used during altar calls, revival meetings, and personal devotions. Its simple invitation
to arise and return to Jesus provides comfort and encouragement to those seeking spiritual renewal or
reconciliation.

Impact on Christian Culture

The hymn’s themes have permeated Christian literature, sermons, and teaching, often cited as a classic example
of the call to repentance. It has also influenced other hymns and spiritual songs that emphasize the journey
back to faith and the assurance of God’s love.

Reasons for Continued Popularity

Clear and relatable message of repentance and grace

Simple yet profound lyrical composition

Adaptability to various musical styles and worship settings

Strong biblical foundation based on the Prodigal Son parable

Emotional resonance with believers’ personal spiritual journeys



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

The hymn 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' is a traditional American folk hymn that originated in the 19th century.
It is often attributed to early American revivalist movements and has been passed down through oral tradition
before being formally published.

Who wrote the lyrics to 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

The exact author of the lyrics to 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' is unknown, as it is considered a traditional
folk hymn. It likely emerged from the collective contributions of early American Christians during revival
periods.

What is the historical significance of 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' in
Christian worship?

Historically, 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' has been significant in American Christian worship as a song of
repentance and renewal. It reflects themes of returning to faith and has been popular in revival meetings and
camp gatherings.

How has 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' influenced modern Christian music?

The hymn has influenced modern Christian music by inspiring contemporary worship songs that focus on themes of
repentance, redemption, and personal commitment to Jesus. Its simple, heartfelt lyrics and melody continue to
resonate in many church settings.

Are there notable recordings or versions of 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

Yes, there are numerous notable recordings of 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' by various artists and gospel
groups. It has been featured in traditional hymnals and recorded by southern gospel artists, bluegrass
musicians, and contemporary Christian singers.

What themes are emphasized in the lyrics of 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

The lyrics emphasize themes of repentance, forgiveness, returning to faith, and the comforting presence of Jesus.
It portrays a personal decision to leave past mistakes behind and seek spiritual restoration through Jesus.

Additional Resources
1. The History and Hymnody of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
This book delves into the origins and historical context of the beloved hymn "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus." It
explores the background of its composer and the cultural and religious climate in which the hymn was written.
Readers will gain insight into how this hymn has inspired generations of believers and its role in Christian
worship traditions.

2. Voices from the Past: The Story Behind "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
Focusing on the personal story of the hymn's author, this book uncovers the life experiences and spiritual
journey that led to the creation of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus." It highlights the hymn’s message of
repentance, forgiveness, and redemption. The narrative also traces the hymn’s spread through revival meetings
and church hymnals.

3. American Folk Hymns: The Legacy of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"



This work situates the hymn within the broader tradition of American folk hymns, examining its musical style
and lyrical themes. The author discusses how "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" reflects the religious fervor of
its time and has been preserved through oral and written traditions. The book also includes various renditions
and adaptations of the hymn.

4. Worship through the Ages: The Enduring Message of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
Offering a theological perspective, this book analyzes the hymn’s lyrics and their spiritual significance. It
explores how the hymn encapsulates core Christian doctrines such as grace, repentance, and reconciliation. The
author also reflects on the hymn’s role in worship services across different denominations.

5. From Revival to Hymnal: The Journey of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
This historical account traces the hymn’s journey from early revival meetings to its inclusion in numerous
hymnals worldwide. The book details the socio-religious movements that popularized the hymn and the key
figures who championed its message. It also examines the hymn’s impact on community worship and individual
faith.

6. Hymns of Hope: Exploring "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
A devotional study guide that invites readers to meditate on the themes of the hymn. Each chapter includes
historical background, theological insights, and practical applications for personal spiritual growth. The
book encourages believers to embrace the hymn’s call to arise and return to Jesus in daily life.

7. The Composer’s Heart: The Life Behind "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
This biography of the hymn’s composer provides a detailed look at their life, faith struggles, and inspirations. It
highlights how personal experiences shaped the heartfelt lyrics of the hymn. The book also explores the
composer’s broader contributions to Christian music.

8. Grace and Redemption in Song: The Theology of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
Focusing on the hymn’s doctrinal messages, this book offers an in-depth theological analysis of its lyrics. It
discusses themes such as repentance, grace, and divine forgiveness within the context of Christian theology. The
author also considers the hymn’s relevance in contemporary Christian worship.

9. Sing Unto the Lord: The Cultural Impact of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
This book examines the cultural and societal influence of the hymn beyond the church. It explores how "I Will
Arise and Go to Jesus" has been used in various social movements, community gatherings, and even secular
contexts. The author provides examples of the hymn’s enduring power to unite and inspire diverse audiences.
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