
i need thee every hour hymn lyrics
i need thee every hour hymn lyrics resonate deeply within Christian worship and
personal devotion, capturing the essence of continual dependence on divine grace. This
beloved hymn has been a source of comfort and spiritual encouragement for countless
believers worldwide. Understanding the lyrics, their meaning, and the hymn’s historical
context enriches the worship experience and highlights its enduring relevance. This article
explores the full lyrics of "I Need Thee Every Hour," delves into the background of the
hymn, examines its theological significance, and provides insight into its use in worship
and devotion. The following sections offer a comprehensive guide to this cherished hymn
and its spiritual impact.

The Full Lyrics of "I Need Thee Every Hour"

Historical Background and Authorship

Theological Themes in the Hymn

The Hymn’s Role in Worship and Devotion

Popular Versions and Musical Settings

The Full Lyrics of "I Need Thee Every Hour"
The hymn "I Need Thee Every Hour" is composed of several verses and a repeated chorus
that emphasize the believer’s constant need for God’s presence and help. Its simple yet
profound wording makes it accessible for congregational singing and personal meditation.
Below are the complete lyrics to the hymn, which remain a staple in many hymnals and
worship services.

Complete Hymn Lyrics
The lyrics of "I Need Thee Every Hour" consist of four verses and a recurring chorus that
reinforces the theme of continual reliance on divine support.

Verse 1: I need Thee every hour, Most gracious Lord; No tender voice like Thine Can
peace afford.

Chorus: I need Thee; oh, I need Thee; Every hour I need Thee! Oh, bless me now, my
Savior, I come to Thee.

Verse 2: I need Thee every hour; Stay Thou nearby; Temptations lose their power
When Thou art



Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the hymn 'I Need Thee Every Hour'?

'I Need Thee Every Hour' was written by Annie Sherwood Hawks in 1872.

What is the main theme of the hymn 'I Need Thee
Every Hour'?

The main theme of the hymn is the believer's constant dependence on God's
presence and help every hour of the day.

Can you provide the full lyrics of 'I Need Thee Every
Hour'?

Yes, the hymn begins with: 'I need Thee every hour, Most gracious Lord; No tender
voice like Thine Can peace afford...'. For the full lyrics, it is best to consult a hymnal
or trusted online source.

What is the significance of the phrase 'I need Thee
every hour' in the hymn?

The phrase emphasizes the continual and urgent need for God's guidance, comfort,
and strength throughout every moment of life.

Are there any popular renditions or recordings of 'I
Need Thee Every Hour'?

Yes, many artists and church choirs have recorded this hymn, including traditional
gospel singers and contemporary Christian artists.

What meter is 'I Need Thee Every Hour' written in?

'I Need Thee Every Hour' is typically written in 8.7.8.7 meter, which is common for
many traditional hymns.



Is 'I Need Thee Every Hour' commonly used in
worship services today?

Yes, it remains a popular hymn in many Christian denominations and is frequently
sung during worship services and prayer meetings.

What Bible verses inspired the lyrics of 'I Need Thee
Every Hour'?

The hymn reflects themes from verses such as Psalm 46:1 ('God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present help in trouble') and John 15:5 ('Apart from me you can do
nothing').

How can I find sheet music for 'I Need Thee Every
Hour'?

Sheet music for 'I Need Thee Every Hour' can be found in many hymnals, online
hymn websites, and music sheet retailers.

What is the historical context of the hymn 'I Need
Thee Every Hour'?

Written in the 19th century by Annie Hawks, the hymn reflects a period of revival
and personal piety in American Protestantism, emphasizing personal reliance on
God.

Additional Resources

1. "The Story Behind 'I Need Thee Every Hour'"
This book delves into the history and origin of the beloved hymn "I Need Thee Every
Hour." It explores the life of the hymn's author, Annie S. Hawks, and the
circumstances that inspired her to write these heartfelt lyrics. Readers will gain
insight into the hymn’s impact on Christian worship and its enduring popularity
through the years.

2. "Hymns of Comfort and Hope: Exploring Classic Christian Hymns"
A comprehensive guide to some of the most cherished hymns, including "I Need Thee
Every Hour." The book examines the theological themes and emotional depth found



in these songs. It offers reflections and background stories that enhance
understanding and appreciation for hymnody in personal and communal worship.

3. "Timeless Hymns for Troubled Times"
This collection focuses on hymns that provide solace and encouragement during
difficult moments, featuring "I Need Thee Every Hour" prominently. The author
discusses how these hymns have been sources of strength for believers facing trials.
Each chapter includes the lyrics, background, and suggested devotional uses.

4. "Voices of Faith: The Poets and Hymnwriters of the 19th Century"
An exploration of the lives and works of influential hymnwriters from the 1800s,
including Annie S. Hawks. This book places "I Need Thee Every Hour" within the
broader context of 19th-century hymnody and religious expression. It reveals the
cultural and spiritual influences that shaped these enduring songs.

5. "Hymn Lyrics and Their Biblical Foundations"
This study connects popular hymn lyrics, such as those from "I Need Thee Every
Hour," to their scriptural roots. Readers will discover how biblical texts inspired
hymnwriters and how these hymns reflect key Christian doctrines. The book serves
as a resource for pastors, worship leaders, and anyone interested in the theological
depth of hymns.

6. "The Power of Hymns in Spiritual Renewal"
Focusing on the role of hymns in personal and corporate spiritual growth, this book
highlights the emotional and devotional impact of songs like "I Need Thee Every
Hour." It includes testimonies and case studies of individuals who found renewed
faith through hymn singing. Practical advice for incorporating hymns into daily
devotionals is also provided.

7. "Sing to the Lord: A Guide to Classic Hymns and Their Meanings"
This guide offers detailed explanations of classic hymns, including "I Need Thee
Every Hour," breaking down the lyrics and their significance. It helps readers
understand the message behind the words and the context of their writing. The book
is ideal for worship leaders and hymn enthusiasts seeking deeper engagement.

8. "Hymns of the Heart: Devotional Reflections on Favorite Songs"
A devotional book that uses beloved hymns as a foundation for daily meditation and
prayer. Each reflection is based on the lyrics of hymns like "I Need Thee Every
Hour," providing spiritual encouragement and insight. The book aims to connect the
timeless messages of hymns with contemporary Christian life.

9. "Annie S. Hawks and the Legacy of 'I Need Thee Every Hour'"
A biographical work focusing on the life of Annie S. Hawks, the hymnwriter behind "I
Need Thee Every Hour." It explores her personal faith journey, challenges, and the
legacy she left through her music. Readers will appreciate the intimate portrait of a
woman whose hymn continues to inspire generations.
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