
i hate english by ellen levine
i hate english by ellen levine is a compelling short story that explores the complex feelings
students often experience towards learning English. This narrative delves into the frustrations,
challenges, and emotional responses associated with mastering a language that can sometimes feel
alienating or difficult. Ellen Levine’s work resonates with many readers, particularly students who
struggle with English as a subject, by authentically portraying the internal conflict between the
desire to succeed and the resistance against the language itself. This article provides an in-depth
analysis of the story, focusing on its themes, characters, and educational significance. Additionally, it
will discuss the literary techniques employed by Levine and how the story can be used effectively in
classroom settings to encourage empathy and understanding. The following sections will offer a
detailed examination of these aspects, enhancing comprehension and appreciation of the text.
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Overview of "I Hate English" by Ellen Levine
"I Hate English" by Ellen Levine is a short story that captures the struggles of a young student who
despises the English language. The protagonist’s frustration with English classes and assignments is
palpable throughout the narrative. The story is set in a typical school environment, emphasizing the
universal nature of the challenges faced by many students. Levine uses vivid descriptions and
relatable scenarios to depict the protagonist’s emotional turmoil. The narrative is concise yet
powerful, providing insight into the psychological impact of academic pressure and language
barriers. Through this story, readers gain an understanding of how language difficulties can affect a
student’s self-esteem and motivation.

Plot Summary
The story follows a student who expresses a strong dislike for English, primarily due to difficulties in
understanding grammar, vocabulary, and reading comprehension. The student feels alienated in the
classroom and overwhelmed by assignments that seem insurmountable. Despite the negativity, the
story subtly hints at the student’s underlying desire to overcome these obstacles. The plot highlights
moments of conflict between the student and teachers, as well as moments of introspection that
reveal the complexity of the student’s feelings towards English.



Author Background
Ellen Levine is an accomplished author known for her works that address social issues and the
experiences of young people. Her writing style often combines realism with emotional depth, making
her stories accessible and meaningful to a wide audience. "I Hate English" reflects Levine’s
commitment to exploring educational challenges and the emotional lives of students, contributing to
discussions on literacy and language learning.

Themes and Messages in the Story
"I Hate English" by Ellen Levine conveys several important themes that resonate with readers,
particularly those engaged in educational environments. The story addresses the frustration of
language learning, the struggle for self-confidence, and the broader issue of cultural and linguistic
identity. These themes are intricately woven into the narrative, offering a multifaceted perspective
on the student’s experience.

Frustration with Language Learning
The primary theme centers on the frustration and anxiety that accompany learning a new or
challenging language. The protagonist’s repeated expressions of hatred towards English underscore
the emotional toll that academic challenges can take. This theme highlights the difficulties students
face when they encounter language barriers, including feelings of inadequacy and fear of failure.

Self-Confidence and Identity
The story explores how struggles with English can affect a student’s self-esteem. The protagonist’s
negative feelings are not just about the language itself but also about the impact these struggles
have on their sense of identity and worth. This theme reveals the complex relationship between
language proficiency and personal confidence.

Cultural and Linguistic Diversity
While not explicitly stated, the story implicitly touches on issues related to cultural and linguistic
diversity. Many students who dislike English may come from backgrounds where English is not the
first language, adding layers of challenge and identity conflict. "I Hate English" encourages readers
to consider the broader social and cultural contexts that influence language learning experiences.

Character Analysis
The characters in "I Hate English" by Ellen Levine are crafted to reflect authentic student
experiences. The protagonist serves as the central figure through whom readers explore the
emotional and psychological dimensions of language learning difficulties. Supporting characters,
such as teachers and classmates, provide contrasting perspectives that enrich the narrative.



The Protagonist
The protagonist is a student overwhelmed by the demands of English class. Their feelings of hatred
towards English are a manifestation of deeper struggles with comprehension and academic
pressure. The character is portrayed with empathy, allowing readers to understand the internal
conflict rather than simply dismissing the negativity as mere rebellion. Their journey highlights the
challenges many students face in educational systems that may not fully accommodate diverse
learning needs.

Teachers and Peers
The teachers in the story represent the institutional expectations placed on students, often
emphasizing rules and standards that the protagonist finds difficult to meet. Peers may appear
indifferent or critical, reflecting the social dynamics that can exacerbate a student’s feelings of
isolation. These characters contribute to the protagonist’s sense of alienation but also serve as a
backdrop against which the student’s emotions stand out more vividly.

Literary Techniques Used
Ellen Levine employs various literary techniques in "I Hate English" to effectively communicate the
protagonist’s experiences and emotions. These techniques enhance the story’s impact and make it a
valuable text for both literary analysis and educational purposes.

First-Person Narrative
The use of first-person narration allows readers to access the protagonist’s inner thoughts and
feelings directly. This perspective fosters empathy and a deeper understanding of the student’s
struggles. It also creates an intimate connection between the reader and the character, making the
story more engaging and relatable.

Symbolism and Imagery
Levine uses symbolism to represent the protagonist’s complicated relationship with English. For
example, English class may symbolize a battleground where the student fights against confusion and
self-doubt. Vivid imagery helps to convey the emotional intensity of the protagonist’s experiences,
such as descriptions of the classroom environment that feel oppressive or intimidating.

Dialogue and Tone
The dialogue in the story captures authentic student-teacher interactions, revealing tension and
misunderstanding without resorting to stereotypes. The tone is candid and reflective, balancing
frustration with moments of vulnerability. This approach allows the story to address serious themes
without becoming overly didactic.



Educational Importance and Classroom Applications
"I Hate English" by Ellen Levine holds significant educational value, offering educators insight into
the emotional challenges students face with language learning. The story can be integrated into
curricula to promote empathy, discussion, and critical thinking about literacy and diversity.

Encouraging Empathy and Understanding
By presenting a student’s perspective on language struggles, the story encourages teachers and
classmates to develop empathy towards peers who find English difficult. It highlights the importance
of patience, support, and differentiated instruction in fostering a positive learning environment.

Discussion and Critical Thinking
The narrative serves as a catalyst for classroom discussion about the reasons behind language
learning difficulties, including cultural, psychological, and pedagogical factors. Educators can use
guided questions and group activities to help students explore these issues and reflect on their own
attitudes toward English and other languages.

Strategies for Supporting Students
Teachers can draw from the story to implement strategies that support struggling students, such as:

Providing clear and accessible explanations of grammar and vocabulary

Using culturally relevant materials that connect with students’ backgrounds

Encouraging peer collaboration and mentoring

Incorporating positive reinforcement to build confidence

Offering individualized support and accommodations when needed

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'I Hate English' by Ellen Levine?
The main theme of 'I Hate English' by Ellen Levine is the struggle and frustration that students often
face when learning English, highlighting challenges with language barriers and cultural differences.



Who is the target audience for 'I Hate English' by Ellen
Levine?
'I Hate English' is primarily targeted at middle and high school students, educators, and readers
interested in stories about language learning and cultural identity.

How does Ellen Levine portray the protagonist's feelings
towards English in the story?
Ellen Levine portrays the protagonist's feelings towards English as conflicted and challenging,
capturing the frustration and alienation that can come with learning a new language in a different
cultural environment.

What teaching methods or approaches are suggested or
implied in 'I Hate English' for helping students who struggle
with the language?
While 'I Hate English' focuses on the student's perspective, it implies the need for empathy,
patience, and supportive teaching methods that address both language skills and emotional
challenges faced by learners.

Why is 'I Hate English' by Ellen Levine considered relevant in
discussions about multicultural education?
The story is relevant because it sheds light on the personal experiences of students learning English
as a second language, emphasizing the importance of understanding cultural diversity and the
difficulties of language acquisition in educational settings.

Additional Resources
1. Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary
This novel tells the story of Leigh Botts, a boy who writes letters to his favorite author, Mr.
Henshaw, as he navigates the challenges of moving to a new town and dealing with his parents'
divorce. The book explores themes of loneliness, self-expression, and the power of writing to
connect. Leigh’s struggles with school and making friends resonate with readers who find certain
subjects difficult.

2. Frindle by Andrew Clements
Nick Allen is an inventive fifth-grader who decides to challenge the English language by inventing a
new word for "pen"—frindle. The story humorously explores the power of words, creativity, and how
language evolves. It’s a great read for anyone frustrated with traditional schooling or who loves
playful rebellion.

3. Rules by Cynthia Lord
This book follows Catherine, a girl with a brother who has autism, as she creates rules to help him
navigate the world. The novel addresses challenges in communication and understanding, much like



the difficulties faced in learning language and social interactions. It’s a heartfelt story about
acceptance and growth.

4. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
When Opal adopts a stray dog named Winn-Dixie, her life changes as she makes new friends and
learns to open up. This story highlights themes of loneliness, friendship, and the importance of
communication. Readers who dislike traditional English lessons may appreciate this warm,
accessible narrative.

5. Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar
This collection of quirky and humorous tales takes place in an unusual school built sideways with
odd classrooms and even odder students. The book’s playful use of language and absurd situations
make it appealing to kids who feel disconnected from regular school experiences or dislike
conventional English classes.

6. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
August Pullman, a boy with a facial difference, faces the challenges of attending school for the first
time. The novel explores empathy, kindness, and the importance of understanding others, themes
that complement the frustrations and social hurdles depicted in “I Hate English.” It promotes
acceptance and self-confidence.

7. Holes by Louis Sachar
Stanley Yelnats is sent to a juvenile detention center where he must dig holes as part of a mysterious
punishment. The story combines adventure, mystery, and humor, engaging readers who may
struggle with or dislike traditional literary themes. It also emphasizes perseverance and uncovering
hidden truths.

8. Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Ally struggles with dyslexia and has been able to hide her inability to read and write for years. When
a new teacher helps her, Ally begins to realize her potential and gains confidence. This book is
particularly relevant for readers who find English difficult and who might feel frustrated or
misunderstood.

9. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
This novel follows the arrival of Stargirl, an eccentric and free-spirited new student who challenges
the norms of her high school. The book explores themes of individuality, conformity, and the courage
to be different, resonating with readers who feel alienated or frustrated in their academic or social
lives.
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