1 bury my heart at wounded knee

i bury my heart at wounded knee is a seminal work that explores the tragic
history of Native Americans in the United States, focusing on the systematic
dispossession and destruction of their culture and lives. This phrase
originates from the title of Dee Brown’s influential 1970 book, which brought
widespread attention to the brutal treatment of Indigenous peoples during the
19th century. The book details key events such as the Indian Wars, forced
relocations, and massacres, with a particular emphasis on the Wounded Knee
Massacre of 1890. Understanding the historical context of "I Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee" provides insight into the broader narrative of American
expansionism and its devastating impact on Native American communities. This
article will delve into the background and significance of the book, the
historical events it covers, and its enduring legacy in American history and
culture.
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Background and Author of I Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee

Dee Brown and the Motivation Behind the Book

Dee Brown was an American historian and author who sought to shed light on
the often overlooked and misrepresented history of Native Americans.
Published in 1970, I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee was motivated by a desire
to present a comprehensive and truthful account of the Native American
experience during the westward expansion of the United States. Brown’s
research combined historical documents, eyewitness accounts, and oral
histories to create a vivid narrative that challenged the prevailing myths of
American progress and manifest destiny.



Significance of the Title

The title, i bury my heart at wounded knee, is a poignant metaphor derived
from a speech by Lakota Sioux chief Henry Seatle. It symbolizes the deep
sorrow and loss experienced by Native Americans as their land, culture, and
lives were destroyed. The reference to Wounded Knee highlights the massacre
that became a tragic emblem of this suffering.

Historical Context and Key Events

Westward Expansion and Native American Displacement

The history covered in I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee spans the mid-19th
century, a period marked by aggressive American expansion into Native
American territories. This era saw the implementation of policies such as the
Indian Removal Act and the establishment of reservations. Native peoples were
forcibly relocated, often under brutal conditions, leading to widespread
suffering and death.

Indian Wars and Resistance

Throughout this period, Native American tribes engaged in numerous conflicts
to defend their homelands. These Indian Wars were characterized by battles,
skirmishes, and campaigns led by both Native leaders and the U.S. military.
Key figures such as Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse, and Geronimo are central to
the narrative, epitomizing the resistance efforts against encroachment and
cultural eradication.

Government Policies and Assimilation Efforts

Federal policies aimed at assimilating Native Americans into Euro-American
culture included the establishment of Indian boarding schools and the
outlawing of traditional practices. These measures sought to erase Indigenous
identities and replace them with Western norms, further contributing to
cultural loss and trauma.

The Wounded Knee Massacre

Events Leading to the Massacre

The Wounded Knee Massacre occurred on December 29, 1890, near Wounded Knee



Creek in South Dakota. It was the culmination of tensions between the U.S.
government and the Lakota Sioux, exacerbated by the spread of the Ghost Dance
movement—a spiritual revival that alarmed authorities. The attempt to disarm
a group of Lakota resulted in a violent confrontation.

The Massacre and Its Aftermath

The massacre resulted in the deaths of approximately 150 to 300 Lakota men,
women, and children. It marked a brutal end to the Indian Wars and symbolized
the tragic consequences of military and governmental oppression. The event
remains one of the darkest chapters in U.S. history and is a central focus of
the book I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.

Recognition and Memorialization

Wounded Knee has since become a site of remembrance and reflection. Various
Native American groups and activists commemorate the massacre to honor the
victims and raise awareness about Indigenous rights and history.

Impact and Legacy of the Book

Changing Perspectives on Native American History

I bury my heart at wounded knee played a pivotal role in transforming public
understanding of Native American history. By presenting a narrative centered
on Indigenous experiences and injustices, the book challenged Eurocentric
historical accounts and contributed to a broader reevaluation of American
history.

Influence on Scholarship and Activism

The book inspired increased scholarly interest in Native American studies and
motivated activists to advocate for Indigenous rights. It became a
foundational text in academic courses and discussions around colonialism,
cultural genocide, and historical memory.

Criticism and Controversies

Despite its acclaim, some critics have pointed out that the book’s narrative
style and selective focus may oversimplify complex histories. Nonetheless,
its overall contribution to raising awareness and fostering dialogue remains
widely acknowledged.



Contemporary Relevance and Cultural
Significance

Ongoing Issues for Native American Communities

The themes explored in I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee continue to resonate
today as Native American communities face challenges related to sovereignty,
cultural preservation, and social justice. The book’s historical insights
inform contemporary discussions about reparations, land rights, and treaty
enforcement.

Representation in Media and Education

The story of Wounded Knee and the broader Native American experience have
been depicted in various films, documentaries, and educational programs,
often drawing inspiration from Dee Brown’s work. This has helped to keep the
history alive and accessible to new generations.

Commemorations and Cultural Revival

Efforts to revive Indigenous languages, traditions, and ceremonies are part
of a growing movement to reclaim Native identity and heritage. The
remembrance of events like Wounded Knee serves as a catalyst for cultural
pride and resilience.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' about?

'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' is a historical account that details the
systematic displacement and destruction of Native American tribes in the late



19th century United States, focusing on the injustices faced by indigenous
peoples during westward expansion.

Who wrote 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee'?

The book was written by Dee Brown, an American author and historian, and was
first published in 1970.

Why is 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' considered
important?

It is important because it provides a Native American perspective on U.S.
history, highlighting the abuses and broken treaties suffered by indigenous
peoples, which had often been overlooked or marginalized in mainstream
history.

What historical events are covered in 'Bury My Heart
at Wounded Knee'?

The book covers events such as the Sand Creek Massacre, the Battle of Little
Bighorn, and the Wounded Knee Massacre, among others, illustrating the
violent conflicts between Native Americans and the U.S. government.

Has 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' been adapted
into other media?

Yes, it was adapted into a television film in 2007, which dramatizes the
events described in the book and brings the historical narrative to a broader
audience.

What impact did 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' have
on public awareness?

The book raised awareness about the historical mistreatment of Native
Americans and contributed to a broader dialogue about indigenous rights and
historical reconciliation in the United States.

Is 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' used in
education?

Yes, it is often included in high school and college curricula to teach about
Native American history and the consequences of U.S. expansionist policies.

What is the significance of the title 'Bury My Heart



at Wounded Knee'?

The title symbolizes the deep sorrow and loss experienced by Native
Americans, referencing the Wounded Knee Massacre as a poignant and tragic
event marking the end of armed Native resistance in the U.S.

Additional Resources

1. Empire of the Summer Moon

This book by S.C. Gwynne chronicles the rise and fall of the Comanche tribe,
one of the most powerful Native American groups in the 19th century. It also
explores the life of Cynthia Ann Parker, a white woman captured and
assimilated into the Comanche tribe. The narrative provides a detailed look
at the clash between Native American culture and expanding American settlers.

2. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

Written by Dee Brown, this seminal work offers a poignant and comprehensive
history of Native Americans in the American West during the late 19th
century. It focuses on the systematic displacement and destruction of
indigenous tribes as the U.S. government expanded westward. The book is told
largely from the perspective of Native Americans themselves.

3. Blood and Thunder: An Epic of the American West

Walter Borneman’'s book tells the story of Kit Carson, a famous frontiersman,
and his complicated role in the conquest of the West. It explores the broader
conflict between Native Americans and American expansionists. The narrative
delves into the violence and cultural upheaval of the era.

4. The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee

David Treuer offers a powerful counter-narrative to the traditional history
presented in “I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.” He argues that Native
American cultures did not end with the 19th century but continue to thrive
today. The book is both a history and a celebration of contemporary Native
American life.

5. Crazy Horse: The Lakota Warrior’s Life and Legacy

This biography by Stephen Ambrose explores the life of Crazy Horse, one of
the most iconic Native American leaders. It highlights his role in resisting
U.S. government policies and his leadership during the Battle of Little
Bighorn. The book provides insight into Lakota culture and resistance.

6. Native American Testimony: A Chronicle of Indian-White Relations from
Prophecy to the Present, 1492-2000

Edited by Peter Nabokov, this collection compiles firsthand accounts from
Native Americans spanning over five centuries. The testimonies reveal
personal experiences with colonization, displacement, and cultural survival.
It offers an intimate look at history from indigenous perspectives.

7. American Holocaust: The Conquest of the New World
David E. Stannard’s work examines the devastating impact of European



colonization on Native American populations. He documents the widespread
violence, disease, and cultural destruction that amounted to a genocide. The
book challenges readers to reconsider the history of the Americas.

8. Geronimo: His Own Story

This autobiography, told through S.M. Barrett’s interviews with the Apache
leader Geronimo, provides a firsthand account of the struggles faced by
Native Americans in the Southwest. Geronimo recounts his battles against the
U.S. military and his efforts to preserve his people’s way of life. The book
is a significant personal perspective on resistance.

9. We Are Still Here: American Indians in the Twentieth Century

Edited by Peter Iverson, this collection of essays explores the experiences
of Native Americans throughout the 20th century. It covers issues such as
sovereignty, cultural revival, and political activism. The book highlights
the resilience and ongoing struggles of indigenous peoples in modern America.
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