
i am mark schultz chords

i am mark schultz chords is a sought-after phrase among musicians and worship
leaders aiming to master this popular contemporary Christian song. Mark
Schultz’s heartfelt lyrics paired with accessible guitar chords create a
powerful worship experience. This article presents a comprehensive guide to
the song’s chord progressions, strumming patterns, and tips for playing it
effectively on guitar or piano. Additionally, there are insights on the
song’s structure and key to help musicians perform with confidence. Whether
preparing for worship services or personal practice, understanding the i am
mark schultz chords will enhance the musical presentation and deepen the
worship experience.
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Understanding the Song Structure
The song “I Am” by Mark Schultz follows a classic contemporary Christian
music structure that is both easy to follow and emotionally impactful.
Familiarity with the song’s sections—verses, choruses, and bridge—helps in
mastering the chord changes and timing. The typical layout includes an intro,
multiple verses, repeating choruses, and a bridge that emphasizes the song's
message. Recognizing these parts allows musicians to anticipate chord
progressions and transitions, improving overall performance quality.

Song Key and Tempo
"I Am" is commonly played in the key of D major, making it accessible for
most guitarists and pianists. The tempo is moderate, around 72-76 beats per
minute, which supports a reflective and worshipful mood. This tempo allows
for expressive strumming and dynamic playing, critical for conveying the
song’s emotional depth.

Verse and Chorus Breakdown
The verses typically introduce the theme with softer dynamics, while the
chorus builds intensity, emphasizing the song’s core message. The bridge
provides a moment of musical and lyrical climax. Understanding these shifts
is crucial for applying i am mark schultz chords correctly and effectively.



Basic Chords for "I Am" by Mark Schultz
Mastering the fundamental chords is essential for playing “I Am” smoothly.
The song uses common chords that are beginner-friendly but can also be
enriched with variations for advanced players. The basic chords serve as the
foundation for the entire song.

List of Primary Chords

D Major (D)

G Major (G)

A Major (A)

B Minor (Bm)

F# Minor (F#m)

Em (E Minor)

These chords form the harmonic backbone of “I Am.” Each chord is used to
complement the vocal melody and convey the emotional tone of the lyrics.

Chord Fingerings and Tips
For guitarists, proper fingering of these chords ensures smooth transitions
and clear sound. For instance, the B minor chord, often a barre chord, can be
played as a simplified version for beginners. Pianists can focus on the root,
third, and fifth of each chord to maintain harmonic clarity.

Chord Progressions and Variations
The chord progressions in “I Am” contribute significantly to its uplifting
and worshipful ambiance. The song’s progressions are repetitive enough to be
memorable yet dynamic through subtle variations.

Common Verse Progression
The verses often follow a progression like D – G – Bm – A. This sequence
supports the lyrical message while maintaining a steady rhythm. The movement
from the tonic (D) to the subdominant (G), then to the minor chord (Bm), and
finally the dominant (A) creates a satisfying musical flow.

Chorus Progression
The chorus utilizes a progression such as G – D – A – Bm, which lifts the
song’s energy and emphasizes the emotional core. This progression highlights



the song’s declaration of faith and identity in Christ, matching the lyrical
intensity.

Variation Techniques
To add depth to the i am mark schultz chords, musicians can incorporate:

Suspended chords (e.g., Asus4, Dsus2) to add tension and release

Seventh chords (e.g., A7, Dmaj7) for richer harmonies

Alternate voicings to create texture

These variations can be used sparingly to maintain the song’s integrity while
enhancing musical interest.

Strumming and Playing Techniques
Playing “I Am” effectively requires attention to strumming patterns and
dynamics. The right technique helps to convey the song’s contemplative and
worshipful mood.

Recommended Strumming Patterns
A common strumming pattern for this song is a slow 4/4 time rhythm,
emphasizing downstrokes with occasional upstrokes to maintain flow:

Down – Down – Up – Up – Down – Up1.

Down – Down – Down – Up – Down – Up2.

These patterns accommodate the moderate tempo and allow for expressive
dynamics.

Dynamic Playing Tips
Musicians should focus on dynamics by playing softer during verses and
increasing intensity during choruses. Palm muting on guitar and varying touch
on piano can help achieve this effect. Additionally, incorporating
fingerpicking in verses can add intimacy before transitioning back to
strumming.

Tips for Performing "I Am"
Confidence and expressiveness are key when performing “I Am” by Mark Schultz.
Proper preparation and understanding of the chords and structure enhance the
worship experience.



Practice Suggestions

Use a metronome to maintain consistent tempo

Practice chord transitions slowly before increasing speed

Sing along to ensure chord changes align with lyrics

Record practice sessions to evaluate dynamics and timing

Accompaniment and Arrangement Ideas
For worship teams, combining guitar with piano, strings, or percussion
enriches the arrangement. Layering harmonies and adding subtle instrumental
fills can elevate the song’s emotional impact. Adjusting key to suit vocal
range is also common practice to accommodate different singers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'I Am' by Mark
Schultz?
The basic chords for 'I Am' by Mark Schultz are G, D, Em, and C.

How do you play the intro chords of 'I Am' by Mark
Schultz on guitar?
The intro chords are typically played as G, D, Em, and C with a gentle
strumming pattern to match the song's ballad style.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing 'I
Am' by Mark Schultz?
Yes, placing a capo on the 2nd fret is common to match the original key and
make chord transitions easier.

Can beginners easily learn the chords for 'I Am' by
Mark Schultz?
Yes, the song uses basic open chords like G, D, Em, and C, which are great
for beginners.



Where can I find the official chord sheet for 'I Am'
by Mark Schultz?
Official chord sheets can be found on music publishing sites like Musicnotes
or on Mark Schultz's official website.

What strumming pattern suits 'I Am' by Mark Schultz
chords best?
A slow, steady down-down-up-up-down-up strumming pattern complements the
emotional tone of the song.

Are there any simplified chord versions of 'I Am' by
Mark Schultz?
Yes, simplified versions often use just G, C, D, and Em chords without barre
chords for easier play.

How can I transition smoothly between the chords in
'I Am' by Mark Schultz?
Practice chord changes slowly at first, focusing on finger placement and
minimizing finger movement for smooth transitions.

Is there a piano chord version available for 'I Am'
by Mark Schultz?
Yes, piano chord sheets typically include chords like G, D, Em, and C, and
can be found on sheet music websites or piano tutorial channels.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Guitar Chords: A Comprehensive Guide to Playing Popular Songs
This book offers an in-depth look at guitar chords, including those used in
contemporary Christian music like "I Am" by Mark Schultz. It breaks down
chord progressions, finger placements, and strumming patterns to help players
of all levels. Readers can expect practical exercises and song examples to
enhance their playing skills.

2. Worship Guitar Essentials: Chords and Techniques for Modern Worship Songs
Focused on worship music, this book covers essential chords and techniques
for songs by artists such as Mark Schultz. It provides detailed chord charts,
tips for smooth transitions, and guidance on how to accompany congregational
singing effectively. The book is ideal for guitarists looking to lead worship
or enhance their worship band skills.



3. Christian Songbook for Guitar: Chords, Lyrics, and Arrangements
A collection of popular Christian songs, including "I Am" by Mark Schultz,
this book features chord diagrams and lyrics for easy playing. It caters to
beginners and intermediate players, offering simplified arrangements and
suggestions for chord variations. The songbook is a valuable resource for
personal worship and group performances.

4. The Art of Playing Contemporary Christian Music on Guitar
This instructional book delves into the stylistic elements of contemporary
Christian guitar music. Through examples like Mark Schultz’s songs, it
teaches chord voicings, rhythm patterns, and songwriting insights. Players
will gain a better understanding of how to interpret and perform emotionally
resonant worship songs.

5. Fingerstyle Guitar for Worship: Techniques and Arrangements
Designed for guitarists interested in fingerstyle playing, this book includes
arrangements of worship songs featuring chord embellishments and melodic
lines. It showcases songs similar in style to "I Am" by Mark Schultz, helping
players add depth and texture to their worship music. Step-by-step tutorials
guide readers through fingerpicking patterns and chord transitions.

6. Guitar Chord Bible: Over 500 Chords for Worship and Beyond
An extensive reference guide, this book provides a vast array of chords
suitable for worship songs and other genres. It includes common chord shapes
used in songs like "I Am" and explains how to combine chords to create smooth
progressions. Musicians will find it useful for expanding their chord
vocabulary and enhancing their arrangements.

7. Playing by Ear: Developing Your Ability to Learn Worship Songs
This book emphasizes the skill of learning songs by ear, using examples from
popular worship music including Mark Schultz’s repertoire. It offers
exercises to train the ear in recognizing chord changes, melodies, and
rhythms. Ideal for guitarists who want to become more independent and
versatile musicians.

8. Strumming Patterns for Worship Guitarists: Enhancing Your Rhythmic Skills
Focusing on rhythm, this book explores various strumming patterns tailored
for worship songs like "I Am." It breaks down complex rhythms into manageable
exercises and shows how different patterns affect the feel of a song.
Guitarists will improve their timing and ability to support worship music
dynamically.

9. Songwriting and Arranging for Worship Guitarists
This guide helps worship guitarists compose and arrange their own songs,
inspired by artists like Mark Schultz. It covers chord progressions, lyrical
themes, and arrangement techniques that resonate with worship audiences.
Readers will learn to craft meaningful songs that are both musically engaging
and spiritually uplifting.
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