
hunter college writing intensive
courses
hunter college writing intensive courses are a crucial component of the
academic experience at Hunter College, designed to enhance students' writing
skills across various disciplines. These courses emphasize critical thinking,
research proficiency, and effective communication, preparing students for
both academic success and professional careers. Hunter College offers a
diverse selection of writing intensive courses that cater to different majors
and interests, ensuring that students develop strong writing competencies
relevant to their fields. This article explores the structure, requirements,
and benefits of hunter college writing intensive courses, providing a
detailed overview for prospective and current students. Additionally, it
covers enrollment procedures, course examples, and strategies to excel in
these demanding yet rewarding classes. The following sections will guide
readers through everything they need to know about hunter college writing
intensive courses.

Overview of Hunter College Writing Intensive Courses

Course Requirements and Enrollment
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Skills Developed in Writing Intensive Courses

Benefits of Completing Writing Intensive Courses

Strategies for Success in Writing Intensive Courses

Overview of Hunter College Writing Intensive
Courses
Hunter College writing intensive courses are designed to integrate
substantial writing assignments into the curriculum to improve students’
writing proficiency. These courses are embedded within various academic
departments, allowing students to engage in writing tasks that are specific
to their disciplinary contexts. The primary goal is to cultivate advanced
writing skills that are essential for articulating complex ideas clearly and
persuasively.

Such courses typically require frequent writing assignments, including
research papers, analytical essays, and reflective writing. The emphasis is
on developing critical thinking and the ability to construct well-organized,



evidence-based arguments. Hunter College mandates that all undergraduates
complete a certain number of writing intensive courses to fulfill their
degree requirements, underscoring the institution’s commitment to writing
excellence.

Purpose and Objectives
The main purpose of hunter college writing intensive courses is to foster
strong communication skills that transcend academic boundaries. These courses
aim to:

Enhance students’ ability to write clearly and effectively in their
disciplines

Promote critical analysis and synthesis of information

Encourage revision and improvement through iterative feedback

Develop research skills necessary for academic and professional writing

Prepare students for writing tasks in their future careers

Course Requirements and Enrollment
To meet graduation requirements, Hunter College students must complete a
specified number of writing intensive courses, often included within their
major or general education curriculum. These courses are clearly designated
in the course catalog and include a writing intensive attribute.

Enrollment in hunter college writing intensive courses typically follows the
college’s standard registration procedures, with priority given to students
who need the courses to fulfill degree requirements. Students are encouraged
to plan their schedules carefully to accommodate these courses, as they often
involve substantial writing workloads.

Prerequisites and Placement
Most writing intensive courses require students to have completed
foundational composition or English courses before enrolling. Placement in
these courses may depend on prior performance in writing-related classes or
standardized test scores. Hunter College’s writing center and advising
services provide guidance to ensure students enroll in courses suited to
their skill levels.



Examples of Writing Intensive Courses at Hunter
College
Hunter College offers a broad array of writing intensive courses across
multiple departments, including humanities, social sciences, natural
sciences, and professional studies. These courses are tailored to meet the
writing demands of each discipline while maintaining rigorous writing
standards.

Sample Writing Intensive Courses

English 230: Advanced Composition – Focuses on critical analysis and
research-based writing in literature and cultural studies.

History 310: Historical Research and Writing – Emphasizes archival
research and constructing historical arguments.

Political Science 220: Policy Analysis Writing – Develops skills in
writing policy briefs and analytical essays.

Psychology 260: Research Methods and Writing – Combines empirical
research with scholarly writing in psychology.

Biology 270: Scientific Writing – Trains students in writing lab
reports, research papers, and scientific proposals.

Skills Developed in Writing Intensive Courses
Hunter College writing intensive courses equip students with a comprehensive
set of writing and critical thinking skills. These skills are essential not
only for academic success but also for effective communication in
professional settings.

Key Competencies

Analytical Writing: Crafting arguments supported by evidence and sound
reasoning.

Research Proficiency: Conducting thorough research using academic
sources and integrating findings effectively.

Revision Techniques: Utilizing feedback to refine and improve written
work.



Discipline-Specific Writing: Adapting style and format according to the
conventions of various academic fields.

Effective Communication: Conveying complex ideas clearly and
persuasively to diverse audiences.

Benefits of Completing Writing Intensive
Courses
Completing hunter college writing intensive courses offers numerous
advantages that extend beyond fulfilling graduation requirements. These
courses play a pivotal role in shaping well-rounded graduates prepared for
the challenges of the modern workforce and graduate studies.

Academic and Professional Advantages

Improved ability to write research papers and theses required for
advanced degrees

Enhanced communication skills applicable in professional environments

Greater confidence in presenting ideas both in writing and orally

Preparation for standardized exams and professional certifications
requiring essay responses

Development of critical thinking skills valued by employers across
industries

Strategies for Success in Writing Intensive
Courses
Excelling in hunter college writing intensive courses requires dedication,
organization, and a proactive approach to writing. Students who adopt
effective strategies are better positioned to meet the rigorous demands of
these classes.

Tips for Students



Start Early: Begin assignments well in advance to allow ample time for1.
research and revision.

Utilize Campus Resources: Take advantage of Hunter College’s writing2.
center for tutoring and feedback.

Engage with Instructors: Seek clarification and guidance during office3.
hours or via email.

Participate in Peer Review: Collaborate with classmates to gain diverse4.
perspectives on your writing.

Practice Regular Writing: Develop a habit of writing daily to improve5.
fluency and style.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Hunter College writing intensive courses?
Hunter College writing intensive courses are classes designed to improve
students' writing skills through focused assignments, workshops, and feedback
within various disciplines.

How can I identify writing intensive courses at
Hunter College?
Writing intensive courses at Hunter College are typically designated in the
course catalog with a 'W' or indicated as writing intensive, emphasizing
substantial writing components in the syllabus.

Are writing intensive courses required for
graduation at Hunter College?
Yes, Hunter College generally requires students to complete a certain number
of writing intensive courses to fulfill their general education or major
requirements.

Which departments at Hunter College offer writing
intensive courses?
Many departments at Hunter College offer writing intensive courses, including
English, History, Political Science, Psychology, and more, catering to
diverse academic interests.



How do writing intensive courses at Hunter College
benefit students?
These courses enhance critical thinking, research, and communication skills,
preparing students for professional writing demands and graduate studies.

Can non-English majors take writing intensive
courses at Hunter College?
Yes, writing intensive courses are available across various disciplines,
allowing non-English majors to develop strong writing skills relevant to
their fields.

Where can I find more information about writing
intensive courses at Hunter College?
Students can find more information on Hunter College's official website,
academic advising office, or the course catalog, which provides details on
writing intensive course offerings and requirements.

Additional Resources
1. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
This book by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein focuses on teaching students
how to engage in academic conversations by summarizing and responding to
others’ arguments effectively. It provides templates to help students
structure their writing clearly and persuasively. Ideal for writing intensive
courses, it emphasizes critical thinking and argumentative skills.

2. The Elements of Style
Written by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White, this classic guide is essential
for anyone looking to improve their writing clarity and style. It covers
fundamental principles of grammar, composition, and form, making it a
valuable reference for students in Hunter College writing intensive classes.
The concise rules help writers craft clear, concise, and correctly structured
sentences.

3. Writing Analytically
David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen’s book teaches students how to think
critically and write with analytical depth. It breaks down the process of
analysis and argumentation into manageable steps, helping students develop
strong thesis statements and evidence-based reasoning. This book is
particularly suited for courses that emphasize writing as a tool for
thinking.

4. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing with Readings
An expanded version of the original, this edition includes a collection of
readings that illustrate the rhetorical moves discussed in the text. It helps



students practice integrating their ideas with those of others, a key skill
in writing intensive courses at Hunter College. The readings cover diverse
topics, offering ample material for discussion and writing practice.

5. On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction
William Zinsser’s guide is a favorite among students aiming to improve
nonfiction writing skills. It covers principles of good writing such as
clarity, simplicity, and voice, as well as practical advice on different
types of nonfiction writing. This book supports writing intensive courses by
encouraging students to find their unique voice and write with confidence.

6. They Say / I Say Workbook: With Readings
This workbook complements the main “They Say / I Say” textbook by providing
exercises and practice prompts to reinforce key concepts. It is designed to
help students develop their argumentative writing skills through active
engagement and repeated practice. A perfect companion for Hunter College
writing intensive courses aiming to build writing proficiency.

7. Academic Writing for Graduate Students
John M. Swales and Christine B. Feak’s book is tailored for those who want to
master the conventions of academic writing. It includes chapters on essay
organization, paragraph development, and citing sources, which are critical
skills for Hunter College students in writing intensive classes. The book
includes exercises to practice writing clear and coherent academic texts.

8. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 4th Edition
The updated edition offers refined templates and contemporary examples to
help students engage more effectively in academic discourse. It reflects
recent changes in writing pedagogy and includes new chapters on digital
writing and media literacy. This edition is especially useful for Hunter
College students adapting to evolving academic writing standards.

9. Rules for Writers
Authored by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers, this comprehensive handbook
covers grammar, usage, research, and citation styles. It is widely used in
writing intensive courses to provide clear guidelines and quick references
for writing assignments. The book also includes advice on writing different
types of papers, making it a versatile resource for Hunter College students.
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