hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu

hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu stands as one of the most influential and iconic works in
the realm of horror literature. Written by H.P. Lovecraft in 1926 and first published in 1928,
this short story introduced readers to the cosmic horror genre and the terrifying mythos
surrounding the ancient entity known as Cthulhu. The narrative’s blend of mystery, folklore,
and supernatural dread has captivated audiences for nearly a century, cementing its place
in literary history. This article explores the origins, plot, themes, and cultural impact of "The
Call of Cthulhu," while highlighting its significance within Lovecraft's broader mythos and
the horror genre. For enthusiasts and scholars alike, understanding this masterpiece offers
critical insights into Lovecraftian horror and its lasting appeal.
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Background and Publication History

hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu was penned during the early 20th century, a period
marked by Lovecraft's development of his distinctive cosmic horror style. The story was
originally published in the pulp magazine Weird Tales in 1928. Lovecraft’s inspiration
stemmed from his fascination with ancient civilizations, forbidden knowledge, and the
insignificance of humanity in the vast cosmos. This work laid the foundation for what would
later become the Cthulhu Mythos, a shared fictional universe that several authors have
expanded upon.

Writing Context

Lovecraft wrote "The Call of Cthulhu" while struggling financially and battling personal
hardships, yet the story reflects his complex worldview and philosophical musings on
existential dread. His correspondence with other writers and fans helped popularize the
mythos and encouraged collaborative storytelling.

Publication Details

The story first appeared in the February 1928 issue of Weird Tales. Despite a modest initial
reception, it gradually gained recognition and acclaim, influencing numerous writers and



creators across various media.

Plot Summary

The narrative of hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu unfolds through a series of intertwined
accounts, documents, and testimonies collected by the protagonist, Francis Wayland
Thurston. The story is presented as a reconstruction of events surrounding a mysterious
cult and an ancient cosmic entity.

The Discovery

The story begins with the death of Thurston’s great-uncle, Professor Angell, who leaves
behind strange notes and a bas-relief depicting a monstrous figure. Intrigued, Thurston
investigates further, uncovering disturbing evidence of a cult worshiping the entity known
as Cthulhu.

The Cult and the Awakening

The narrative reveals that Cthulhu, a gigantic cosmic being, lies dormant beneath the
Pacific Ocean in the sunken city of R’lyeh. The cult’s rituals aim to awaken this eldritch god,
whose rise would bring madness and destruction to humanity.

The Climax

The climax centers on a sailor’'s harrowing encounter with the resurfaced city of R’lyeh and
the brief awakening of Cthulhu itself. The story ends with an ambiguous fate, emphasizing
the fragile nature of human sanity in the face of incomprehensible cosmic horrors.

Themes and Literary Significance

hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu explores profound themes that have shaped the horror
genre and continue to resonate with readers. Its literary significance lies in its introduction
of cosmic horror, a subgenre that highlights humanity’s insignificance in an indifferent
universe.

Cosmic Indifference and Insignificance

Lovecraft’s story emphasizes the vastness and alien nature of the cosmos, suggesting that
human beings are powerless and irrelevant in the grand scheme. The awakening of Cthulhu
symbolizes the return of ancient forces beyond human comprehension or control.



Madness and Knowledge

The pursuit of forbidden knowledge leads characters to insanity, a recurring motif in
Lovecraft’'s works. The story warns against the dangers of uncovering truths that shatter
one’s perception of reality.

Fear of the Unknown

The narrative skillfully uses ambiguity and partial revelations to evoke a sense of dread and
mystery. The unknown elements surrounding Cthulhu and the cult intensify the horror,
allowing readers’ imaginations to fill in the terrifying gaps.

Characters and Mythology

The characters and mythological elements in hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu contribute
to its enduring mystique and depth. The story’s structure relies on multiple perspectives to
build a complex, layered mythology.

Francis Wayland Thurston

The protagonist and narrator who pieces together the fragmented accounts left by his
great-uncle. His investigation serves as the reader’s guide into the dark world of Cthulhu.

Professor Angell

The deceased scholar whose research into ancient cultures and strange phenomena
initiates the story’s events.

Cthulhu and the Cult

Cthulhu is depicted as a cosmic entity of immense power, described as part octopus, part
dragon, and part humanoid. The cultists worship this being in secret, believing in its
eventual return to dominate the Earth.

Mythos Elements

e R’'lyeh: The sunken city where Cthulhu lies dormant.
e The Necronomicon: A fictional grimoire referenced in the story.

e Other cosmic entities: The story hints at a pantheon of ancient gods beyond human
understanding.



Cultural Impact and Adaptations

The influence of hp lovecraft the call of cthulhu extends far beyond literature,
permeating popular culture, games, films, and music. Its mythos has inspired countless
adaptations and interpretations.

Literary Influence

Many authors have drawn upon Lovecraft’'s themes and mythos, expanding the Cthulhu
universe and contributing to the shared lore. The story is often cited as foundational to
modern horror and speculative fiction.

Film and Television

Adaptations vary from direct retellings to works inspired by the central themes of cosmic
horror. Though challenging to translate visually, the story’s atmosphere and concepts have
appeared in numerous media.

Games and Role-Playing

The Call of Cthulhu role-playing game, first released in 1981, is a seminal tabletop RPG that
immerses players in Lovecraftian horror. Video games also frequently incorporate Cthulhu
Mythos elements.

Music and Popular Culture

The figure of Cthulhu and the story’s motifs have influenced music genres, especially metal
and psychedelic rock, while references to the mythos appear in comics, art, and more.

Key Adaptations and Influences

e The Call of Cthulhu (2005) silent film adaptation
e Call of Cthulhu tabletop RPG
e References in popular video games such as Bloodborne and Eternal Darkness

e Numerous literary pastiches and expansions by other authors



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of H.P. Lovecraft's 'The Call
of Cthulhu'?

The central theme of 'The Call of Cthulhu' is cosmic horror, emphasizing humanity's
insignificance in the face of ancient, incomprehensible, and malevolent cosmic entities.

When was 'The Call of Cthulhu' first published?

‘The Call of Cthulhu' was first published in the pulp magazine Weird Tales in 1928.

Who is the narrator of 'The Call of Cthulhu'?

The story is narrated by Francis Wayland Thurston, a professor who pieces together various
accounts and evidence related to the Cthulhu cult.

What is the significance of the statue of Cthulhu in the
story?

The statue of Cthulhu symbolizes the ancient alien god worshipped by cultists; it represents
the eerie and otherworldly nature of the entity and serves as a physical manifestation of
the mythos.

How does Lovecraft build suspense and horror in 'The
Call of Cthulhu'?

Lovecraft builds suspense through fragmented narratives, mysterious clues, and the
gradual revelation of the terrifying truth about Cthulhu, combined with a tone of dread and
the unknown.

What impact has 'The Call of Cthulhu' had on popular
culture?

‘The Call of Cthulhu' has profoundly influenced horror literature, games, movies, and other
media, popularizing the Cthulhu Mythos and cosmic horror genre.

What is the role of the Cthulhu cult in the story?

The Cthulhu cult worships the ancient entity Cthulhu, attempting to awaken it; their rituals
and activities highlight human madness and the dangers of forbidden knowledge.

How does 'The Call of Cthulhu' reflect Lovecraft's
worldview?

The story reflects Lovecraft's cosmicism philosophy, portraying humanity as insignificant



and vulnerable in an indifferent universe filled with powerful, unknowable beings.

Are there any real-world inspirations behind 'The Call of
Cthulhu'?

Lovecraft drew inspiration from mythology, ancient cultures, and his own nightmares,
combining these elements to create the unique mythology and atmosphere of 'The Call of
Cthulhu.'

Additional Resources

1. The Shadow Over Innsmouth

This novella by H.P. Lovecraft explores the eerie town of Innsmouth, where the protagonist
uncovers dark secrets about the townsfolk's sinister pact with deep-sea entities. Much like
"The Call of Cthulhu," it delves into the theme of forbidden knowledge and cosmic horror.
The story combines elements of mystery, dread, and the unknown, creating a chilling
atmosphere.

2. At the Mountains of Madness

In this novella, explorers in Antarctica discover ancient ruins and uncover the terrifying
history of an alien civilization. Lovecraft masterfully builds a sense of cosmic insignificance
and existential dread, similar to the mood in "The Call of Cthulhu." The narrative reveals
hidden horrors lurking beneath the surface of our world.

3. The Dunwich Horror

Set in a rural town, this story follows the strange events surrounding the monstrous
offspring of a human and a supernatural entity. It explores themes of hereditary evil and
the influence of dark cosmic forces. The tale shares the eerie and unsettling tone
characteristic of Lovecraft’s mythos.

4. The Colour Out of Space

This story involves a meteorite that crashes on a farm, releasing an alien presence that
causes bizarre and terrifying changes to the environment and people. The narrative focuses
on the incomprehensible and otherworldly nature of the entity, echoing the cosmic horror
found in "The Call of Cthulhu." It’'s a haunting exploration of how alien forces disrupt reality.

5. The Whisperer in Darkness

Mixing science fiction with horror, this tale features correspondence between a professor
and a recluse who claims to have encountered extraterrestrial beings in Vermont. The story
delves into themes of paranoia, alien invasion, and the limits of human understanding,
paralleling the cosmic dread in Lovecraft’'s work.

6. The Case of Charles Dexter Ward

This novel follows a young man’s obsession with his ancestor’s occult practices, leading him
into contact with dark and forbidden knowledge. It explores the dangers of delving too
deeply into the occult and the supernatural, much like the exploration of forbidden lore in
"The Call of Cthulhu." The story builds suspense through a slow unraveling of mystery.

7. The Haunter of the Dark



A writer becomes obsessed with an ancient church and the mysterious entity known as the
Haunter of the Dark. The story captures the theme of curiosity leading to doom, a hallmark
in Lovecraft’s mythos. It also features the idea of dark gods and forbidden knowledge
threatening human sanity.

8. The Outsider

This short story follows a solitary figure who escapes from an underground dwelling only to
confront a shocking revelation about his own identity. It explores themes of isolation,
identity, and existential horror, resonating with Lovecraft’s style of psychological and
cosmic terror.

9. The Festival

Set during a strange winter festival in a New England town, this story reveals ancient rites
and the presence of eldritch forces beneath the surface of the seemingly normal world. Like
"The Call of Cthulhu," it emphasizes the thin veil between our reality and the unknown
horrors lurking beyond. The narrative is rich with atmosphere and a sense of impending
doom.
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