
how were the 12 apostles formed
how were the 12 apostles formed is a fundamental question in the study of Christian origins and
New Testament history. The formation of the 12 apostles marks a pivotal moment in the ministry of
Jesus Christ and the establishment of the early Church. This article explores the historical, theological,
and scriptural context in which Jesus selected his closest followers, known as the apostles.
Understanding the process behind how these men were chosen offers insights into their roles, the
symbolism of the number twelve, and their collective mission. The discussion includes an overview of
the criteria Jesus used, the significance of their backgrounds, and the impact their formation had on
the spread of Christianity. The article is organized to first clarify the biblical narrative, then delve into
the individual apostles’ backgrounds, followed by the theological implications of their selection, and
finally the legacy of the twelve apostles.
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The Biblical Account of the Formation of the 12
Apostles
The primary source for understanding how were the 12 apostles formed comes from the New
Testament Gospels, particularly Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. These texts describe Jesus’ deliberate
selection of twelve men to serve as his closest disciples and emissaries. The process begins with Jesus
calling ordinary individuals from various walks of life to follow him. The Gospels recount that Jesus
first called fishermen, a tax collector, and others who were familiar with Jewish customs and society.
The selection was not random but purposeful, with Jesus preparing these men for a unique role in his
ministry.

Jesus’ Initial Call to Discipleship
Jesus’ initial call to discipleship involved inviting individuals to leave their previous occupations and
follow him. For example, Simon Peter and his brother Andrew were called while fishing by the Sea of
Galilee. Jesus promised to make them “fishers of men,” indicating their new mission to gather
followers for his teachings. This moment marked the beginning of their transformation from ordinary
citizens to spiritual leaders.



Formal Appointment of the Twelve
After gathering a larger group of followers, Jesus formally appointed twelve men to be apostles. This
appointment is described in passages such as Mark 3:13-19 and Luke 6:12-16, where Jesus spends
the night in prayer before choosing them. This act highlights the spiritual significance and
intentionality behind the formation of the twelve apostles.

The Significance of the Number Twelve in Biblical
Tradition
The choice of twelve apostles is deeply symbolic and rooted in Jewish tradition. The number twelve
often represents completeness, authority, and divine governance. Understanding this symbolism
helps clarify why Jesus selected exactly twelve individuals to serve as his foundational followers.

Connection to the Twelve Tribes of Israel
The most prominent biblical reference to the number twelve is the twelve tribes of Israel, descended
from the twelve sons of Jacob. These tribes constituted the nation of Israel, and the number twelve
symbolized God’s covenant people as a whole. By choosing twelve apostles, Jesus symbolically
reconstituted the people of God into a new spiritual community.

Symbolism of Completeness and Authority
In biblical numerology, twelve signifies completeness and divine authority. The twelve apostles
collectively represented the foundation of the Church, entrusted with spreading Jesus’ teachings and
continuing his mission. This number conveyed a sense of wholeness and divine endorsement for their
role.

Criteria and Process of Selection by Jesus
The process of how were the 12 apostles formed involved specific criteria that Jesus used to select
these men. Rather than choosing based on social status or religious pedigree, Jesus selected
individuals with diverse backgrounds and demonstrated faith. The selection process also involved
prayer and divine guidance, emphasizing the spiritual nature of the appointment.

Diversity of Backgrounds
The apostles came from various social and occupational backgrounds, including fishermen (Peter,
Andrew, James, John), a tax collector (Matthew), and others less specifically described. This diversity
highlighted the inclusive nature of Jesus’ ministry and the universality of the gospel message.



Spiritual Readiness and Faith
Jesus prioritized qualities such as faith, willingness to follow, and openness to spiritual transformation.
The Gospels narrate instances where Jesus tested or taught the apostles to prepare them for their
roles. Their faith in Jesus as the Messiah was a crucial factor in their selection.

Jesus’ Prayer and Divine Guidance
Before selecting the twelve, Jesus spent time in prayer, seeking divine guidance for his choice. This
emphasizes that the formation of the apostles was not merely a human decision but a spiritual act
aligned with God’s will.

Profiles of the Original 12 Apostles
Understanding how were the 12 apostles formed also involves knowing who they were individually.
Each apostle brought unique traits and experiences that contributed to their collective mission.

Simon Peter: A fisherman, often recognized as the leader of the apostles.1.

Andrew: Peter’s brother and fellow fisherman, known for bringing others to Jesus.2.

James the Greater: Son of Zebedee, part of Jesus’ inner circle.3.

John: Brother of James, also part of the close inner circle, known for his writings.4.

Philip: Known for his role in spreading the gospel.5.

Bartholomew (Nathanael): Recognized for his sincerity and faith.6.

Matthew: A former tax collector, author of the Gospel of Matthew.7.

Thomas: Known for initial doubt but later strong faith.8.

James the Less: Possibly a relative of Jesus, lesser-known among the twelve.9.

Thaddaeus (Jude): Sometimes called Jude, known for his question to Jesus at the Last Supper.10.

Simon the Zealot: Former zealot, indicating a background of political activism.11.

Judas Iscariot: The apostle who later betrayed Jesus.12.



The Role and Mission Given to the Apostles
After their formation, the twelve apostles were entrusted with specific roles and missions that shaped
the early Christian movement. Their responsibilities extended beyond mere discipleship to leadership
and evangelism.

Preaching and Teaching
The apostles were commissioned to preach the gospel, teach Jesus’ message, and make disciples of
all nations. Their teachings formed the foundation of Christian doctrine and practice.

Miracles and Healing
According to the New Testament, the apostles were empowered to perform miracles and healings.
These acts validated their authority and demonstrated the presence of God’s kingdom.

Establishing the Early Church
The apostles played a critical role in organizing the early Christian community, appointing leaders,
and resolving doctrinal disputes. Their leadership ensured the spread and sustainability of Christianity
after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.

The Legacy and Influence of the 12 Apostles in
Christianity
The formation of the 12 apostles has left an enduring legacy that continues to influence Christian
theology, ecclesiology, and tradition. Their example and teachings remain central to Christian faith
and practice.

Foundation of Church Authority
The apostles are regarded as the foundational pillars of the Church, with apostolic succession forming
the basis for ecclesiastical authority in many Christian denominations. Their leadership set standards
for doctrine and governance.

Inspiration for Missionary Work
The apostles’ missionary journeys and evangelistic zeal inspire Christian missions worldwide. Their
commitment to spreading the gospel exemplifies the Church’s ongoing call to outreach.



Canonical Writings and Teachings
Several apostles authored New Testament books, including the Gospels and epistles, which provide
theological insights and practical guidance for believers. These writings continue to shape Christian
belief and ethics.

Frequently Asked Questions

How were the 12 apostles chosen by Jesus?
Jesus personally selected the 12 apostles from among his early followers to be his closest disciples
and to spread his teachings.

What criteria did Jesus use to form the group of 12 apostles?
Jesus chose individuals who showed faith, dedication, and a willingness to follow him, many of whom
were fishermen or ordinary people.

Were the 12 apostles all from the same background?
No, the 12 apostles came from various backgrounds, including fishermen, a tax collector, and zealots,
reflecting diverse walks of life.

Did the apostles receive any special training when they were
formed?
Jesus taught and trained the apostles through his teachings, miracles, and example over the course of
his ministry.

Why did Jesus choose specifically 12 apostles?
The number 12 symbolized the 12 tribes of Israel, signifying a foundation for a renewed spiritual
community.

Were the 12 apostles the first disciples of Jesus?
No, Jesus had other disciples before, but the 12 apostles were chosen as his primary group for
leadership and mission.

How long did it take for Jesus to form the 12 apostles?
The formation was a gradual process during the early part of Jesus’ public ministry as he called and
gathered them.



Did the apostles know each other before Jesus formed the
group?
Some apostles, like Peter and Andrew or James and John, were brothers and knew each other before
joining Jesus.

What was the role of the 12 apostles after being formed?
Their role was to learn from Jesus, witness his ministry, and later spread his teachings and establish
the early Christian church.

Additional Resources
1. The Formation of the Twelve Apostles: Origins and Early Ministry
This book explores the historical and spiritual context in which the twelve apostles were chosen by
Jesus. It delves into the backgrounds of each apostle, their initial encounters with Jesus, and how their
diverse experiences shaped the foundation of the early Church. The author combines biblical
scholarship with archaeological insights to provide a comprehensive view of their formation.

2. Called to Follow: The Story of the Twelve Apostles
"Called to Follow" offers a narrative account of how Jesus selected his closest followers. The book
highlights the personal transformations of the apostles from ordinary fishermen, tax collectors, and
zealots into devoted disciples. It also examines the cultural and religious environment of first-century
Palestine that influenced their calling.

3. Discipleship and Mission: Understanding the Twelve Apostles
Focusing on the themes of discipleship and mission, this book analyzes the apostolic training and
commissioning by Jesus. It discusses the teachings, trials, and experiences that forged the apostles
into leaders of the early Christian movement. Readers gain insight into the spiritual and practical
challenges they faced.

4. From Followers to Leaders: The Making of the Twelve Apostles
This work investigates the transition of the apostles from followers of Jesus to leaders of the early
Church. Through careful examination of scripture and historical records, it uncovers how their faith
and leadership skills developed over time. The book also addresses the significance of their roles in
spreading Christianity.

5. The Twelve Apostles: Formation, Faith, and Fellowship
A scholarly yet accessible book, it covers the communal and relational aspects of the apostles’
formation. It explores how fellowship among the twelve and their shared faith experiences
contributed to their unity and effectiveness. The author also reflects on the apostolic model for
contemporary Christian communities.

6. Jesus and the Twelve: The Birth of Apostolic Leadership
This book presents a detailed study of Jesus' selection process for his apostles and the theological
implications of their appointment. It examines the qualities Jesus sought in his disciples and how
these influenced their future ministry. Historical context and biblical narratives are woven together to
deepen understanding.



7. The Apostolic Circle: Formation and Function of the Twelve
Focusing on the group dynamics and functional roles within the twelve apostles, this book sheds light
on how they operated as a team. It highlights the diversity among the apostles and how their unique
gifts contributed to their collective mission. The text also explores the early Church’s reliance on
these foundational leaders.

8. Chosen by Christ: The Early Days of the Twelve Apostles
This book narrates the early experiences of the apostles from their calling through the resurrection of
Jesus. It emphasizes their initial doubts, growth in faith, and the pivotal moments that solidified their
commitment. The author provides context regarding the political and social challenges they faced.

9. Pathways to Apostleship: Formation of the First Disciples
"Pathways to Apostleship" examines the personal journeys of each apostle toward becoming Christ’s
closest followers. It combines historical research with theological reflection to understand the
significance of their formation. The book also discusses how their early training influenced the spread
of Christianity worldwide.
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