
how to make origami snowflakes

how to make origami snowflakes is a delightful craft that combines the
traditional Japanese art of paper folding with the festive spirit of winter.
This guide explores the step-by-step process of creating beautiful, intricate
snowflakes using origami techniques. Whether for holiday decorations,
classroom projects, or simply as a creative pastime, learning how to make
origami snowflakes offers both relaxation and artistic satisfaction. The
article covers essential materials, basic folding techniques, and various
design ideas to suit different skill levels. Additionally, tips on selecting
the right paper and enhancing your snowflakes with patterns will be provided.
By following this comprehensive overview, readers will gain confidence in
crafting unique and elegant paper snowflakes. Below is a structured outline
to navigate through the detailed instructions and creative suggestions.

Materials Needed for Origami Snowflakes

Basic Folding Techniques

Step-by-Step Guide to Making Origami Snowflakes

Design Variations and Advanced Patterns

Tips for Enhancing Your Origami Snowflakes

Materials Needed for Origami Snowflakes
Before diving into how to make origami snowflakes, it is crucial to gather
the appropriate materials. The choice of paper and tools can significantly
affect the final appearance and ease of folding. Understanding the materials
needed will prepare crafters for a smooth and enjoyable experience.

Choosing the Right Paper
Origami paper is typically thin, square, and easy to fold, which makes it
ideal for crafting snowflakes. Although traditional origami paper comes in
various colors and patterns, white or light-colored paper is preferred for
snowflakes to mimic real snow's purity. The standard size for origami paper
is 6 by 6 inches, but smaller or larger squares can be used depending on the
desired snowflake size.



Additional Tools and Supplies
While origami primarily relies on folding, some tools enhance the process and
the final product. Scissors are necessary for cutting patterns into the
folded paper, a pencil aids in marking folding lines, and a ruler helps
ensure precise folds. Optional supplies include decorative elements like
glitter or markers for embellishment after folding.

Square origami paper (6x6 inches recommended)

Scissors for cutting patterns

Pencil and ruler for precise folds

Optional decorative materials (glitter, markers)

Basic Folding Techniques
Understanding fundamental origami folds is essential when learning how to
make origami snowflakes. These basic techniques form the foundation on which
more intricate designs are built. Familiarity with folding methods ensures
accuracy and neatness in the final snowflake.

Valley and Mountain Folds
The two primary folds in origami are valley and mountain folds. A valley fold
involves folding the paper towards oneself, creating a valley shape, while a
mountain fold folds the paper away, forming a peak. Mastery of these folds
allows for precise manipulation of the paper.

Squash Fold and Pleat Fold
The squash fold is used to flatten a folded flap by opening it and pressing
it down, often creating a triangular shape. The pleat fold involves folding
the paper back and forth in an accordion manner, useful for creating layered
effects in snowflakes.

Creasing and Alignment
Accurate creasing and alignment are vital for symmetry in origami snowflakes.
Sharp creases can be achieved by running a fingernail or a non-sharp tool
along the fold. Ensuring edges and corners line up perfectly contributes to
the intricate patterns typical of snowflakes.



Step-by-Step Guide to Making Origami Snowflakes
This section provides a detailed, stepwise method for crafting a classic
origami snowflake. The instructions combine folding and cutting techniques,
resulting in a delicate and symmetrical design.

Folding the Paper
Start with a square piece of paper. Fold the square diagonally to form a
triangle, then fold the triangle in half again to create a smaller triangle.
Depending on the desired complexity, you may fold the triangle into thirds,
overlapping the edges to form a cone shape. This multi-fold structure sets
the stage for cutting symmetrical patterns.

Cutting the Snowflake Pattern
Using scissors, carefully cut small shapes along the edges of the folded
paper. Common shapes include triangles, diamonds, and semicircles. The cuts
should be symmetrical on both sides to maintain balance in the unfolded
snowflake. Avoid cutting all the way across the folded edges to keep the
snowflake intact.

Unfolding and Revealing the Snowflake
After completing the cuts, gently unfold the paper to reveal the full
snowflake pattern. Take care to avoid tearing during this step. The result is
a unique snowflake with intricate geometric patterns that resemble real snow
crystals.

Fold square paper diagonally to form a triangle.1.

Fold the triangle in half to make a smaller triangle.2.

Fold the triangle into thirds to create a cone shape.3.

Cut shapes along the edges without cutting through the folds.4.

Carefully unfold the paper to reveal the snowflake.5.

Design Variations and Advanced Patterns
Once comfortable with basic snowflake folding and cutting, exploring advanced
patterns can elevate the craft. Different folding techniques and cut designs



can produce a variety of snowflake styles, from simple elegance to complex
artistry.

Six-Point and Eight-Point Snowflakes
Traditional snowflakes often have six points, reflecting natural symmetry.
For six-point snowflakes, folding the paper into sixths before cutting is
essential. Eight-point snowflakes require folding into eighths. Adjusting the
folding angle alters the number of points and overall pattern complexity.

Incorporating Curved Cuts and Negative Space
Advanced designs may include curved cuts and strategic negative space to
create lace-like effects. Using rounded scissors or precision blades can
enhance the delicacy of the patterns. Negative space, or areas where no cuts
are made, contributes to the snowflake's visual balance and intricacy.

Layered and 3D Snowflakes
Layering multiple origami snowflakes or incorporating folding techniques that
add dimension can create three-dimensional effects. These snowflakes stand
out as decorations, casting interesting shadows and adding texture to
displays.

Tips for Enhancing Your Origami Snowflakes
Beyond folding and cutting, several tips can improve the appearance and
durability of origami snowflakes. These enhancements contribute to making the
craft project both visually appealing and long-lasting.

Selecting Paper for Different Effects
Experimenting with different paper types, such as metallic, translucent, or
patterned paper, can change the snowflake’s aesthetic. Thinner paper allows
for more delicate cuts, while thicker paper provides sturdiness. Choosing
paper based on the intended use—whether for ornaments or window
decorations—optimizes the final result.

Using Decorative Techniques
Adding glitter, embossing, or coloring can personalize snowflakes. Applying
adhesive glitter or using metallic markers highlights the snowflake’s
details. These decorative techniques are especially popular during holiday



seasons and craft fairs.

Preserving and Displaying Snowflakes
To maintain shape and prevent damage, origami snowflakes may be lightly
sprayed with a fixative or laminated. Display methods include hanging with
thread, attaching to cards, or mounting on windows. Proper preservation
ensures that the snowflakes retain their beauty over time.

Choose paper based on desired delicacy and durability.

Apply glitter or color to enhance patterns.

Use fixatives or lamination for preservation.

Display snowflakes using string, cards, or frames.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make origami snowflakes?
To make origami snowflakes, you need square sheets of paper (preferably thin
and easy to fold), scissors, and optionally a pencil for marking folds.

What is the easiest way to start folding an origami
snowflake?
Start by folding a square piece of paper diagonally to form a triangle, then
fold it in half again to create a smaller triangle. This base fold helps
create symmetrical snowflake patterns when cut.

How do I create intricate patterns on origami
snowflakes?
After folding your paper into a small triangle, use scissors to make small
cuts and shapes along the edges. When you unfold the paper, these cuts form
symmetrical and intricate snowflake designs.

Can I use colored paper for origami snowflakes?
Yes, colored paper or patterned paper can make your origami snowflakes more
visually appealing and festive. Just ensure the paper is thin enough to fold
easily.



How do I prevent origami snowflakes from tearing
while cutting?
Use sharp scissors and fold the paper neatly to avoid thick layers. Make
small, careful cuts and avoid cutting too close to the folds to prevent
tearing.

Are there any special folding techniques for making
3D origami snowflakes?
Yes, 3D origami snowflakes often involve multiple folded units assembled
together. Techniques like modular origami, where you fold several identical
units and join them, are used to create 3D snowflakes.

Can I recycle paper to make origami snowflakes?
Absolutely! Using recycled paper like old magazines, scrap paper, or used
printer paper is a great way to make origami snowflakes eco-friendly and
unique.

Additional Resources
1. Folding Winter Magic: A Guide to Origami Snowflakes
This book offers step-by-step instructions for creating intricate origami
snowflakes suitable for all skill levels. With clear diagrams and helpful
tips, readers can learn how to transform simple paper into beautiful winter
decorations. It also explores various folding techniques and paper types to
achieve stunning effects.

2. Snowflake Origami: Crafting Delicate Paper Wonders
Designed for beginners and experienced folders alike, this guide focuses on
making delicate snowflake designs using origami methods. The book includes
detailed illustrations and creative ideas for personalizing each snowflake.
It also provides insights into the cultural history of origami and its
seasonal significance.

3. The Art of Origami Snowflakes: From Simple to Complex
This comprehensive book covers a wide range of snowflake patterns, from basic
folds to advanced designs. It emphasizes precision and creativity,
encouraging readers to experiment with shapes and sizes. The author shares
tips on cutting and folding to achieve symmetrical and elegant snowflakes.

4. Winter Whimsy: Origami Snowflakes for Holiday Decor
Perfect for holiday enthusiasts, this book teaches how to make festive
origami snowflakes to decorate homes and gifts. It includes themed patterns
inspired by winter motifs and offers advice on combining colors and textures.
Readers can find projects suitable for family activities and seasonal crafts.



5. Origami Snowflakes: A Step-by-Step Folding Adventure
This book breaks down the folding process into easy-to-follow steps, making
it ideal for children and beginners. It features a variety of snowflake
designs, each with clear instructions and helpful hints. The author
encourages creativity by suggesting ways to modify patterns and use different
paper types.

6. Paper Snowflakes and Origami: A Creative Winter Craft
Combining traditional paper cutting with origami folding, this book presents
unique methods for making snowflakes. It showcases 3D designs and layered
snowflakes that add depth and texture to decorations. The book also offers
ideas for using snowflakes in cards, ornaments, and window displays.

7. Elegant Origami Snowflakes: Mastering the Craft
Aimed at serious origami enthusiasts, this book delves into complex snowflake
designs that require advanced folding techniques. It provides detailed
diagrams and explanations to help readers master precision folding. The
author also discusses paper selection and finishing touches to enhance the
elegance of each snowflake.

8. Origami Snowflake Workshop: Creative Folding for Winter Fun
This interactive guide encourages readers to explore their creativity through
a variety of snowflake projects. It includes tips on customizing designs and
experimenting with colors and patterns. The book is filled with inspirational
ideas for using snowflakes in winter celebrations and crafts.

9. Simple Origami Snowflakes: Quick and Easy Winter Crafts
Focusing on simplicity and speed, this book offers quick-fold snowflake
patterns ideal for last-minute decorations. It's perfect for beginners or
those looking for fun, accessible projects. The instructions are
straightforward, making it easy to produce beautiful snowflakes with minimal
materials and effort.
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