
how to make a ouija board

how to make a ouija board is a fascinating topic that combines creativity,
craftsmanship, and a touch of mystique. A Ouija board, also known as a spirit
board, is traditionally used to communicate with spirits by spelling out
messages. This article will explore the detailed process of creating a Ouija
board, including the materials needed, design considerations, and step-by-
step instructions. Additionally, it will cover the necessary tools for making
the planchette, tips for decorating the board, and important safety
precautions to keep in mind. Whether for personal use, decoration, or as a
unique gift, understanding how to make a Ouija board can be both a rewarding
and engaging experience. The following sections will guide you through every
aspect of this creative endeavor.

Materials Needed for Making a Ouija Board

Designing and Preparing the Ouija Board Surface

Creating the Planchette

Decorating and Finishing the Ouija Board

Using the Ouija Board Safely and Responsibly

Materials Needed for Making a Ouija Board

Gathering the right materials is the first step in learning how to make a
Ouija board. Choosing quality components will ensure the board is durable and
visually appealing. The materials required are generally easy to find and
affordable, making this a feasible DIY project for many enthusiasts.

Essential Materials

To construct a traditional Ouija board, the following items are typically
necessary:

Wooden board: A flat, smooth surface such as plywood, MDF, or a pre-cut
wooden panel measuring around 18 by 12 inches is ideal.

Paint or markers: Acrylic paint, permanent markers, or paint pens for
creating the lettering and design elements.

Planchette materials: Thin wood, cardboard, or plastic to craft the
pointer piece used during the session.

Sandpaper: For smoothing the edges and surface of the board and
planchette.

Sealant or varnish: To protect the finished design and extend the
lifespan of the board.



Ruler and pencil: For precise measurements and layout planning.

Paintbrushes or fine-tip pens: For detailed artwork and lettering.

Optional Decorative Materials

Additional materials can be used to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the Ouija
board, including:

Stencils for consistent lettering

Colored paints or metallic markers

Decorative stickers or decals

Wood burning tools for engraving

Glitter or sealant with shimmer effects

Designing and Preparing the Ouija Board Surface

The design phase is crucial when learning how to make a Ouija board, as it
determines the readability and functionality of the board. A well-planned
layout enhances usability and contributes to the board’s traditional look and
feel.

Layout and Lettering

The classic Ouija board includes the alphabet arranged in two rows, the
numbers 0 through 9, the words “YES,” “NO,” and “GOODBYE,” and sometimes
decorative motifs. Planning these elements with precision is essential.

Start by lightly sketching the alphabet in an arc or straight rows,
ensuring even spacing.

Place the “YES” and “NO” options in the upper corners or near the top.

Position the numbers 0-9 in a line beneath the letters.

Include “GOODBYE” centered at the bottom of the board.

Consider adding decorative elements such as sun and moon symbols or
borders.

Preparing the Board

Before applying any paint or ink, the wooden surface must be properly
prepared:



Sand the board thoroughly to create a smooth, even surface free of
splinters.

Wipe away dust with a clean cloth.

Apply a base coat of paint or primer if desired to create a uniform
background.

Allow the base coat to dry completely before proceeding with the
lettering and design.

Creating the Planchette

The planchette is a critical component of the Ouija board, serving as the
movable pointer during communication sessions. It must be lightweight,
smooth, and easy to maneuver.

Planchette Materials and Shape

Typically, the planchette is heart-shaped or triangular with rounded edges.
It can be made from thin wood, sturdy cardboard, or plastic. The size should
be comfortable for fingers to rest on and move smoothly across the board.

Steps to Build the Planchette

Draw the planchette shape on your chosen material, approximately 3-41.
inches wide.

Cut out the shape carefully using scissors or a craft knife.2.

Sand the edges to prevent rough spots or splinters.3.

Cut a small window or hole in the center to allow for viewing the4.
letters beneath.

Optionally, paint or decorate the planchette to match the board’s style.5.

Decorating and Finishing the Ouija Board

Once the layout and planchette are prepared, the next step is to finalize the
design and protect the board. Finishing touches can enhance the board’s
visual appeal and durability.

Painting and Lettering Techniques

Using fine-tip brushes or paint pens, trace over the penciled letters and
numbers. Consistency in font style and size is important for clarity and



aesthetic harmony. Some creators opt for calligraphy or vintage typeface
styles to evoke an antique look.

Applying Protective Coatings

After the paint has dried, apply a sealant or varnish to protect the surface
from wear and moisture. Matte or gloss finishes are available depending on
personal preference. Multiple coats may be necessary for optimal protection.

Additional Decorative Elements

To further personalize the Ouija board, consider adding:

Engraved designs or symbols using a wood burning tool

Metallic or glow-in-the-dark paint accents

Border embellishments with intricate patterns

Small gemstones or beads affixed around the edges

Using the Ouija Board Safely and Responsibly

Understanding how to make a Ouija board includes awareness of safe and
respectful usage. While many treat the board as a game or novelty, others
approach it with spiritual caution.

Preparation and Environment

Choose a quiet, comfortable space free from distractions. Some users prefer
dim lighting or candlelight to create ambiance. It is important to remain
calm and focused during use.

Guidelines for Use

Ensure all participants are respectful and open-minded.

Place fingers lightly on the planchette to allow smooth movement.

Ask clear, simple questions to facilitate responses.

Avoid using the board alone or in negative emotional states.

Always close the session by moving the planchette to “GOODBYE.”

By following these steps and precautions, the experience of using a self-made
Ouija board can remain a controlled and intriguing activity. Crafting the



board is as much about artistry as it is about tradition and respect for the
practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a homemade Ouija
board?

To make a homemade Ouija board, you need a flat board or sturdy cardboard,
markers or paint to draw the letters and numbers, a planchette or pointer
(which can be a small piece of wood or plastic), and optionally some
decorative elements.

How do I design the layout of a Ouija board?

The Ouija board layout typically includes the alphabet from A to Z arranged
in two semicircular rows, numbers 0 to 9 below the letters, the words 'YES'
and 'NO' in the upper corners, and 'GOODBYE' at the bottom center.

Can I use any type of board to make a Ouija board?

Yes, you can use various materials such as wood, cardboard, or thick poster
board. Wood is preferred for durability and a traditional feel, but cardboard
is easier and quicker for a DIY project.

What is a planchette and how do I make one for my
Ouija board?

A planchette is a small, heart-shaped pointer used to navigate the board. You
can make one from a small piece of wood or sturdy cardboard with a hole or
transparent window in the middle to highlight letters as it moves.

Is it necessary to seal or finish the surface of my
homemade Ouija board?

Sealing or finishing the board with varnish or clear acrylic spray can
protect the surface and make it smoother for the planchette to glide. It's
optional but recommended for a better experience.

How do I ensure the letters and numbers on my Ouija
board are clear and easy to read?

Use bold, contrasting colors for the letters and numbers, such as black on a
light background. Stencils or printed templates can help achieve neat and
uniform lettering.

Can I customize the design of my Ouija board?

Absolutely! Many people personalize their boards with unique artwork, colors,
spiritual symbols, or fonts to make the board more visually appealing and
meaningful.



Are there any safety tips I should follow when making
or using a Ouija board?

When making the board, use non-toxic materials and work in a well-ventilated
area if using paints or sealants. When using the board, approach it with
respect, avoid using it alone, and follow common Ouija etiquette.

How long does it typically take to make a homemade
Ouija board?

Depending on the materials and level of detail, making a Ouija board can take
anywhere from 30 minutes to a few hours, especially if you include drying
time for paints or finishes.

Where can I find templates or guides to help me make
a Ouija board?

Many websites offer free printable Ouija board templates that you can use
directly or as a guide. Craft and spiritual forums also provide step-by-step
tutorials and design ideas.

Additional Resources
1. Crafting the Spirit: A Beginner’s Guide to Making Your Own Ouija Board
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to creating a personalized
Ouija board from scratch. It covers essential materials, design options, and
the spiritual considerations involved in crafting your own board. Readers
will also find tips on safely using their homemade Ouija board for
communication.

2. The Art of the Ouija: Handmade Boards and Their Mystical Uses
Focusing on the artistic and mystical elements, this book guides readers
through designing and building Ouija boards with unique aesthetic styles. It
explores the symbolism behind different board layouts and how to imbue the
board with spiritual energy. Practical crafting instructions are paired with
historical context.

3. DIY Ouija Boards: Step-by-Step Instructions for Crafting Your Own Spirit
Board
A hands-on manual that walks readers through each step of making a Ouija
board using everyday materials. It includes detailed diagrams, tips for
vernier planchette construction, and advice on customizing the board for
personal use. The book also addresses safety and etiquette when using the
board.

4. Secrets of the Ouija: Building and Using Boards for Spiritual
Communication
This book delves into both the construction and the spiritual practices
associated with the Ouija board. It offers detailed guidance on materials
selection, board layout, and planchette creation. Additionally, it discusses
how to prepare oneself and the environment for effective and safe
communication.

5. Handcrafted Ouija: Creating Your Own Portal to the Spirit World
Emphasizing craftsmanship, this title teaches readers how to create a Ouija



board that is both functional and beautiful. It includes woodworking
techniques, painting methods, and ways to personalize the board with symbols
or inscriptions. The book also shares stories of successful communications
using handcrafted boards.

6. Ouija Board Making for Beginners: Materials, Methods, and Mysticism
Designed for novices, this book breaks down the Ouija board-making process
into simple, manageable steps. It explains the significance of each
component, from the board’s surface to the planchette design. The book also
provides insights into the history and cultural impact of Ouija boards.

7. Spirit Boards Unveiled: A Guide to Creating and Connecting with Ouija
Boards
Combining practical instructions with spiritual guidance, this book walks
readers through making their own Ouija board and planchette. It highlights
various crafting materials and discusses how to imbue the board with personal
energy. Readers will also find advice on interpreting messages and
maintaining spiritual safety.

8. The Complete Ouija Crafting Handbook: Design, Build, and Communicate
A thorough resource for those interested in the full process of Ouija board
creation, from design concepts to building techniques. The book covers
multiple styles of boards and planchettes, including traditional and modern
variations. It also includes protocols for initiating and concluding Ouija
sessions safely.

9. Making Your Own Ouija Board: A Practical and Spiritual Guide
This book blends practical crafting advice with spiritual preparation needed
for effective Ouija use. It guides readers through selecting materials,
assembling the board, and creating a planchette, while also addressing how to
set intentions and protect oneself spiritually. The guide aims to empower
users to make meaningful connections through their custom boards.
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