how to make a lanyard with paracord

how to make a lanyard with paracord is a practical skill that combines creativity and
utility. Paracord lanyards are popular for their durability, versatility, and aesthetic appeal,
making them ideal for carrying keys, ID badges, or small tools. This article provides a
comprehensive, step-by-step guide on crafting a paracord lanyard, covering essential
materials, knot techniques, and finishing tips. Whether for personal use or gifting,
understanding how to make a lanyard with paracord enhances your DIY capabilities and
allows customization to fit specific needs. The instructions include detailed descriptions of
the cobra stitch, the king cobra weave, and other popular patterns. Additionally, safety and
maintenance advice ensure your paracord lanyard remains functional and attractive over
time. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this guide.

* Materials Needed for Making a Paracord Lanyard

e Basic Techniques for Paracord Weaving

e Step-by-Step Guide to Making a Simple Paracord Lanyard
e Advanced Patterns and Designs

e Finishing and Securing the Lanyard

e Tips for Maintenance and Care

Materials Needed for Making a Paracord Lanyard

Gathering the right materials is the first crucial step in learning how to make a lanyard with
paracord. The quality and type of supplies directly impact the durability and appearance of
the finished product. This section outlines the essential tools and materials required to get
started efficiently and professionally.

Paracord Types and Lengths

Paracord, also known as parachute cord, comes in various types, but the most common for
lanyards is Type lll, also called 550 paracord. It has a strength rating of 550 pounds and is

flexible enough for intricate weaving. For a standard lanyard, approximately 8 to 10 feet of
paracord is recommended, depending on the weave pattern and desired length.

Hardware and Accessories

In addition to paracord, several hardware components are necessary to complete a lanyard.
These include:



e Split rings: For attaching keys or badges.

e Swivel clips or lobster clasps: Used for easy attachment and detachment.
¢ Plastic or metal buckles: Optional, for adjustable lanyards.

e Scissors: To cut the paracord cleanly.

e Lighter or heat source: For melting and sealing the ends of the paracord to prevent
fraying.

Work Surface and Tools

A flat, stable work surface is essential for maintaining tension and control during weaving.
Additionally, a paracord jig or clips can be helpful but are not mandatory. Having a ruler or
measuring tape ensures accurate cord length measurements.

Basic Techniques for Paracord Weaving

Understanding fundamental knotting and weaving techniques is essential when learning
how to make a lanyard with paracord. The quality of the weave affects both the strength
and aesthetics of the lanyard. This section introduces basic skills and common knots used
in paracord crafts.

The Cobra Stitch

The cobra stitch is the most widely used knot in paracord projects. It is simple, strong, and
creates a flat, wide band ideal for lanyards. This stitch involves alternating loops of cord
around a central core, producing a symmetrical pattern that lies flat against the wrist or
neck when worn.

The King Cobra Weave

The king cobra weave is essentially an extended cobra stitch, doubling the thickness and
strength of the lanyard. It creates a more pronounced, textured appearance and is well
suited for heavier-duty applications or a more decorative look.

Securing and Finishing Knots

Properly securing the ends of the paracord is crucial to prevent unraveling. Techniques
include melting the cord ends with a lighter to fuse the fibers and using whipping knots or
glue for added security. Consistent tension during weaving also helps maintain the integrity
of the pattern.



Step-by-Step Guide to Making a Simple Paracord
Lanyard

This section provides a detailed, step-by-step process on how to make a lanyard with
paracord using the cobra stitch. Following these instructions ensures a strong, functional
lanyard suitable for everyday use.

1. Measure and Cut: Measure the desired length of the lanyard, typically around 18
inches for neck wear, and cut approximately 8-10 feet of paracord.

2. Prepare the Cord: Use a lighter to melt and seal the ends of the paracord to prevent
fraying.

3. Attach Hardware: Fold the paracord in half and attach a split ring or swivel clip at
the midpoint, creating a loop.

4. Start the Cobra Stitch: Begin weaving the cobra stitch by crossing the left cord over
the center strands, then the right cord over the left cord, under the center strands,
and through the loop created by the left cord.

5. Continue Weaving: Repeat the cobra stitch pattern, alternating sides, maintaining
firm and even tension throughout.

6. Finish the Lanyard: When the desired length is reached, trim excess cord and melt
the ends to secure.

7. Attach Additional Hardware: Add any additional clips or rings as needed for
functionality.

Advanced Patterns and Designs

For those interested in more intricate and visually striking lanyards, exploring advanced
weaving patterns can elevate the craftsmanship. This section discusses several popular
designs beyond the basic cobra stitch.

The Solomon Bar

The Solomon bar, also known as the square knot weave, offers a textured and compact
pattern. It is slightly more complex but creates a sturdy lanyard with a distinctive look.

The Trilobite Weave

The trilobite weave is a multi-strand pattern that produces a thick, rounded lanyard. It



requires additional paracord strands and careful tension management but results in a
durable and elegant design.

Using Multiple Colors

Incorporating different colored paracords is a common technique to create patterns and
personalized designs. Techniques include alternating colors within the weave or using
contrasting colors to highlight specific sections.

Finishing and Securing the Lanyard

Proper finishing techniques are essential for durability and professional appearance when
learning how to make a lanyard with paracord. This section outlines methods to secure the
ends and add final touches.

Melting and Sealing Ends

Using a lighter or heat source, carefully melt the cut ends of the paracord until they fuse.
Press the molten end against a flat, heat-resistant surface to flatten and secure it. This
prevents unraveling and sharp edges.

Adding Buckles and Clips

Plastic or metal buckles can be integrated into the lanyard for adjustable length or quick
release. Clips such as swivel hooks enhance functionality, allowing easy attachment of keys
or badges.

Trimming Excess Cord

After securing the ends, trim any excess cord close to the sealed area. Accurate trimming
ensures a neat finish without compromising the integrity of the knots.

Tips for Maintenance and Care

Maintaining a paracord lanyard extends its lifespan and preserves its appearance. Proper
care involves regular cleaning, inspection, and storage techniques tailored for paracord
materials.

Cleaning Paracord Lanyards

Paracord can be cleaned with mild soap and water. It is best to hand wash to avoid damage



from harsh detergents or machine agitation. After washing, air dry the lanyard thoroughly
to prevent mold or mildew.

Inspecting for Wear and Tear

Regularly examine the lanyard for fraying, loose knots, or hardware loosening. Early
detection allows for timely repairs, such as re-weaving sections or replacing clips, ensuring
continued safety and reliability.

Proper Storage

Store paracord lanyards in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight to prevent UV
damage and color fading. Avoid storing them under heavy objects to maintain the shape
and integrity of the weave.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do | need to make a lanyard with
paracord?

To make a paracord lanyard, you need paracord (usually 550 cord), a buckle or keyring,
scissors, a lighter to melt the ends, and optionally a measuring tape and a fid or needle for
threading.

How do | measure the right length of paracord for a
lanyard?

A general rule is to use about one foot of paracord for every inch of finished lanyard length.
For a standard lanyard around 18 inches long, use approximately 18 feet of paracord.

What is the easiest paracord knot or weave for
beginners making a lanyard?

The Cobra weave is one of the easiest and most popular knots for beginners to create
durable and attractive paracord lanyards.

Can | make a paracord lanyard without a buckle?

Yes, you can make a lanyard using just paracord and a keyring or clip, tying the ends
securely or using a loop knot instead of a buckle.



How do | finish the ends of a paracord lanyard to
prevent fraying?

After cutting the paracord, carefully melt the ends with a lighter and press them flat with a
non-flammable surface to seal and prevent fraying.

Are there different styles or patterns for making
paracord lanyards?

Yes, popular patterns include the Cobra weave, King Cobra, Solomon bar, and fishtail braid,
each offering unique looks and levels of complexity.

How long does it typically take to make a paracord
lanyard?

For beginners, making a basic paracord lanyard can take about 20 to 30 minutes, while
more advanced patterns might take longer.

Can | customize my paracord lanyard with colors or
accessories?

Absolutely! You can use different colored paracords, add beads, charms, or attach clips to
personalize your lanyard to your style.

Additional Resources

1. Paracord Lanyard Mastery: Step-by-Step Guides for Beginners

This book offers clear, detailed instructions for making a variety of paracord lanyards,
perfect for beginners. It covers essential tools, knot techniques, and pattern variations.
Readers will learn how to create durable and stylish lanyards suited for everyday carry and
outdoor use.

2. The Ultimate Paracord Lanyard Handbook

Explore a comprehensive collection of lanyard designs and crafting methods in this all-in-
one guide. It includes tips on selecting the right paracord, finishing techniques, and creative
customization ideas. Ideal for hobbyists seeking to expand their paracord crafting skills.

3. DIY Paracord Lanyards: Crafting Functional and Fashionable Accessories

This book focuses on the balance between practical use and aesthetic appeal in paracord
lanyards. It provides easy-to-follow projects that range from simple braids to intricate
weaves. Readers will find inspiration for personalizing their lanyards with beads, charms,
and color combinations.

4. Paracord Projects for Everyday Carry: Lanyards and Beyond

A versatile guide that not only covers lanyard making but also other useful paracord
projects. It emphasizes creating strong, reliable lanyards suitable for keys, ID badges, and
outdoor gear. The book also includes tips on safety and durability testing.



5. Knots and Weaves: Crafting Paracord Lanyards with Confidence

This instructional book breaks down essential knots and weaving techniques for lanyard
creation. Through detailed illustrations and photos, readers gain a solid understanding of
how to execute each step. It's perfect for those who want to master the art of paracord
knotting.

6. Survival Style: Making Paracord Lanyards for Outdoor Enthusiasts

Designed with survivalists and outdoor lovers in mind, this book teaches how to make
lanyards that double as emergency gear. It includes tutorials on incorporating survival
knots and quick-release features. Readers will appreciate practical advice on using
paracord in wilderness scenarios.

7. Creative Paracord Lanyards: Unique Designs and Techniques

Featuring innovative patterns and uncommon styles, this book inspires crafters to push the
boundaries of paracord lanyard making. It covers advanced techniques like spiral wraps
and multi-strand braids. Step-by-step guidance helps users achieve professional-looking
results.

8. Paracord Lanyards Made Easy: A Beginner’s Crafting Guide

This beginner-friendly guide simplifies the lanyard-making process with straightforward
instructions and minimal materials. It includes troubleshooting tips and suggestions for
practice projects. Perfect for anyone new to paracord crafting who wants quick success.

9. The Art of Paracord: Lanyards, Bracelets, and More

While covering a range of paracord accessories, this book dedicates significant sections to
lanyard construction. It explores design principles, color theory, and finishing touches to
elevate your creations. Suitable for crafters looking to develop artistic flair alongside
technical skills.
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