how to draw with pastels

how to draw with pastels is a valuable skill for any artist looking to explore vibrant colors and
expressive textures. Pastels offer a unique medium that combines the qualities of drawing and
painting, allowing for rich, luminous artwork. This article covers the essential techniques, materials,
and tips needed to master pastel drawing. Understanding the different types of pastels and how to
prepare your workspace can significantly improve your results. Additionally, learning blending
methods and fixing your work properly ensures longevity and vibrancy. The following sections will
guide through supplies, foundational techniques, advanced methods, and maintenance practices for
pastel artwork.

Essential Materials for Drawing with Pastels

Basic Techniques for Using Pastels

Advanced Pastel Drawing Methods

Maintaining and Fixing Pastel Artwork

Essential Materials for Drawing with Pastels

Having the right materials is crucial when learning how to draw with pastels. The quality and type of
supplies can dramatically affect the final outcome. This section outlines the basic tools and materials
needed to start pastel drawing effectively.

Types of Pastels

There are several types of pastels available, each with distinct characteristics. Soft pastels are the
most common and offer vibrant colors and easy blending. Hard pastels are firmer and allow for fine
details and sharp lines. Oil pastels have a creamy texture and a different blending style due to their
oil base. Selecting the right type depends on the desired effect and the artist’s preference.

Choosing the Right Paper

Paper selection plays a significant role in pastel drawing. Pastel papers have a textured surface, often
called "tooth," that helps hold the pigment in place. Popular choices include sanded paper, pastel
mat, and textured heavyweight paper. The paper color can also impact the artwork’s mood, with
toned papers providing a mid-tone base.



Additional Tools and Supplies

Besides pastels and paper, several other tools assist in pastel drawing:

Blending tools such as tortillons, blending stumps, or soft cloths

Fixatives to preserve the artwork and prevent smudging

Gloves or finger cots to protect hands from pigment stains

Easels or drawing boards for proper support

Brushes for removing excess pastel dust

Basic Techniques for Using Pastels

Mastering fundamental pastel techniques is essential for creating successful pastel drawings. This
section focuses on the basic methods enabling control over the medium and effective color
application.

Applying Pastels

How to draw with pastels efficiently begins with understanding how to apply the pigment. Artists can
use the side of a pastel stick to cover large areas quickly or the tip for detailed lines. Layering colors
builds depth and richness. Light pressure results in softer, translucent layers, while heavier pressure
produces more intense color.

Blending and Smudging

Blending pastel colors creates smooth transitions and gradients. Common blending techniques
include using fingers, blending stumps, or soft cloth to gently smudge the pigment. Avoid over-
blending to retain texture and vibrancy. Experimentation with blending can yield various effects, from
soft backgrounds to detailed shading.

Creating Texture

Pastels are excellent for producing texture in drawings. Techniques such as cross-hatching, stippling,
and scumbling add visual interest. The rough surface of pastel paper naturally enhances these
textures, contributing to the tactile quality of the artwork.



Advanced Pastel Drawing Methods

Once familiar with basic pastel techniques, artists can explore advanced methods to elevate their
pastel drawings. This section delves into layering strategies, color mixing, and compositional tips.

Layering and Glazing

Layering involves applying multiple layers of pastel to create depth and luminosity. Glazing is a
technique where a thin layer of one color is applied over another to alter the color effect subtly. Both
techniques require patience and an understanding of color theory to achieve harmonious results.

Color Mixing and Harmonies

Pastels allow for direct color mixing on the paper surface. Combining complementary colors can
enhance vibrancy, while analogous colors create harmony. Understanding warm and cool colors helps
in developing mood and atmosphere in pastel drawings.

Compositional Techniques

Effective composition is vital in pastel artwork. Using focal points, balanced color distribution, and
thoughtful placement of elements guides the viewer’s eye. Preliminary sketches can assist in planning
the layout before applying pastels.

Maintaining and Fixing Pastel Artwork

Preserving pastel drawings is crucial due to the medium’s delicate nature. This section covers the
best practices for maintaining and protecting pastel artwork to ensure longevity.

Using Fixatives

Fixatives are sprays designed to secure pastel pigment to the paper, reducing smudging and dusting.
It is important to use fixatives sparingly and test on a small area first, as excessive use can alter
colors and texture. Work in a well-ventilated area when applying fixatives.

Storage and Framing

Proper storage involves keeping pastel drawings flat and covered with glass or acrylic glazing to
protect from dust and damage. Using acid-free mats and backing materials prevents deterioration.
Framing under UV-protective glass also helps to preserve colors from fading.



Cleaning and Touch-Ups

Regularly dusting pastel artworks with a soft brush removes loose pigment. Touch-ups can be
performed by lightly adding pastel to faded areas, but care must be taken to blend seamlessly with
the original layers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic types of pastels used for drawing?

The basic types of pastels are soft pastels, hard pastels, and oil pastels. Soft pastels have vibrant
colors and blend easily, hard pastels are firmer and good for fine details, while oil pastels have a
creamy texture and do not blend as easily as soft pastels.

How do | prepare my paper for pastel drawing?

To prepare your paper, use a textured or pastel-specific paper that can hold the pigment well. You
can also apply a pastel ground or fixative spray lightly to create a toothy surface that grips the pastel
better and prevents smudging.

What techniques can | use to blend pastel colors effectively?

Common blending techniques include using your fingers, blending stumps, soft cloth, or brushes. You
can also layer colors lightly and use cross-hatching or circular motions to blend them seamlessly for
smooth transitions.

How do | fix and protect a pastel drawing?

Use a workable fixative spray designed for pastels to lightly spray your artwork. This helps to set the
pastel and prevent smudging. Be sure to spray in a well-ventilated area and apply several light coats
rather than one heavy coat for best results.

What are some tips for creating depth and texture in pastel
drawings?
To create depth, use layering and vary pressure to achieve different tones and values. Incorporate

contrasting colors and highlights to enhance dimensionality. For texture, experiment with different
strokes, use textured paper, and try scratching techniques or adding mixed media elements.

Can beginners use pastels, and what are some starter tips?

Yes, beginners can definitely use pastels. Start with a limited color palette to understand blending and
layering. Use soft pastels for easier blending and experiment on scrap paper first. Keep your hands
clean and use fixatives to protect your work.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering Pastel Techniques: A Comprehensive Guide to Drawing with Soft Pastels

This book offers an in-depth exploration of soft pastel materials and techniques, guiding artists
through the basics to advanced methods. It includes step-by-step tutorials on blending, layering, and
creating texture to bring pastel artworks to life. Perfect for beginners and intermediate artists looking
to refine their skills.

2. The Pastel Artist’s Handbook: Essential Skills and Techniques for Drawing with Pastels

A practical guide that covers the fundamentals of pastel drawing, this handbook emphasizes color
theory, composition, and various application techniques. It also provides tips on choosing the right
paper and tools to achieve vibrant, lasting results. The book features numerous exercises to build

confidence and creativity.

3. Expressive Pastel Drawing: Techniques for Capturing Mood and Movement

Focused on developing expressive and dynamic pastel artworks, this book teaches artists how to
convey emotion and motion using pastel strokes and color layering. It includes projects that
encourage experimentation with different styles and approaches. Ideal for artists interested in adding
energy and life to their pastel creations.

4. Pastels: A Complete Guide to Materials and Techniques

This comprehensive resource covers all types of pastels, including soft, hard, and oil pastels, detailing
their unique properties and uses. It offers practical advice on blending, fixing, and preserving pastel
drawings. The book also features inspiring examples from professional pastel artists.

5. Drawing Landscapes with Pastels: Step-by-Step Techniques for Realistic Effects

Specializing in landscape art, this book provides detailed instructions for capturing natural scenes
with pastels. It teaches how to depict depth, light, and atmosphere through careful color selection and
layering. Readers will find guided projects ranging from simple skies to complex forest scenes.

6. Portraits in Pastel: Capturing Likeness and Expression

This title focuses on the art of pastel portraiture, covering anatomy basics, skin tones, and facial
features. It includes demonstrations on achieving realistic textures and lifelike expressions. The book
is suited for artists eager to master the challenging but rewarding field of pastel portraits.

7. The Art of Soft Pastels: Techniques for Vibrant and Textured Drawings

Dedicated to soft pastel artistry, this book explores methods for creating vivid colors and rich
textures. It discusses layering strategies, tool usage, and creative effects to enhance pastel works.
With plenty of visual examples, it inspires artists to push the boundaries of their pastel drawings.

8. Pastel Essentials: Tools, Techniques, and Projects for Beginners

Designed for newcomers, this beginner-friendly guide introduces the basic tools and simple
techniques needed to start drawing with pastels. It offers easy-to-follow projects that build
foundational skills and confidence. The book also covers maintenance and care of pastel materials.

9. Creative Pastel Drawing: Innovative Approaches and Mixed Media Techniques

Encouraging experimentation, this book explores combining pastels with other media such as
charcoal, ink, and watercolor. It presents innovative techniques to create unique textures and effects.
Perfect for artists looking to expand their creative toolkit and explore mixed media pastel art.
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