how many questions are on the cpc exam

how many questions are on the cpc exam is a common query among medical coding
professionals preparing for certification. Understanding the structure and content of the Certified
Professional Coder (CPC) exam is crucial for effective preparation and success. This exam,
administered by the AAPC, evaluates a candidate's knowledge of medical coding, billing, and
documentation standards. The number of questions, time limits, and the types of questions are
essential components that test takers should be familiar with. Additionally, insights into the exam
format, scoring criteria, and subject areas covered can significantly improve study strategies. This
article explores all these details to provide a comprehensive guide on the CPC exam, focusing
primarily on how many questions are included and related exam logistics.
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Overview of the CPC Exam Structure

The Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam is a standardized test designed to assess the
proficiency of medical coders in various coding systems and healthcare regulations. The exam covers
a broad range of topics, including CPT, ICD-10-CM, HCPCS Level II codes, and medical terminology.
It is intended to validate an individual's ability to accurately assign codes for medical procedures
and diagnoses in compliance with regulatory guidelines. Typically, the exam is administered in a
proctored environment, either in-person or online, and requires candidates to bring official medical
coding manuals. Understanding the overall structure of the exam helps candidates manage their
time and focus their studies effectively.

Number of Questions on the CPC Exam

The central question of how many questions are on the CPC exam is straightforward: the CPC exam
consists of 150 multiple-choice questions. Each question is designed to evaluate the candidate's
practical knowledge and application of coding principles. The questions cover various coding
scenarios and require detailed understanding of medical documentation. Out of these 150 questions,
a small number may be pilot questions that do not affect the final score but are used by the AAPC to
test new content. Candidates should be prepared to answer all questions accurately within the
allotted time.

Key points about the number of questions include:



¢ The exam includes 150 questions in total.
¢ Questions are multiple-choice format.
e Pilot questions may be embedded and do not count toward the final score.

¢ All questions cover a range of medical coding topics.

Types of Questions and Exam Content

The CPC exam questions are designed to test comprehensive knowledge in medical coding and
billing. The majority of questions are multiple-choice, focusing on real-world coding scenarios and
requiring the application of coding guidelines. The content is divided into several key areas:

CPT Coding

CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) coding questions form a significant portion of the exam.
These questions assess the candidate’s ability to code medical procedures and services accurately
based on documentation.

ICD-10-CM Coding

ICD-10-CM (International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision, Clinical Modification) questions
test diagnostic coding skills. Candidates must demonstrate proficiency in selecting the appropriate
diagnosis codes.

HCPCS Level II Coding

HCPCS (Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System) Level II codes are used for products,
supplies, and services not included in CPT. Questions in this category evaluate understanding of
these alphanumeric codes.

Medical Terminology and Guidelines

This section includes questions on medical terminology, anatomy, and coding guidelines, ensuring
candidates understand the language and regulations essential for accurate coding.

e Multiple-choice questions based on real coding scenarios
¢ Questions covering CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS Level II

e Focus on medical terminology and official coding guidelines



Time Limits and Scoring

The CPC exam is timed, with candidates given 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete all 150 questions.
Time management is crucial, as the exam covers a vast array of topics and requires careful analysis
of each question. The scoring is based on the number of correct answers, with a passing score
typically set at 70% or higher. The inclusion of pilot questions means that candidates should focus on
answering every question to the best of their ability, as these do not negatively impact the score. The
exam results are usually available shortly after completion, allowing candidates to promptly assess
their performance.

e Total exam duration: 5 hours and 40 minutes
 Passing score: approximately 70%
e Scores based on correct answers only

¢ Pilot questions do not affect the final score

Preparation Tips for the CPC Exam

Proper preparation is essential for success on the CPC exam. Understanding how many questions
are on the CPC exam and the types of questions asked helps in designing an effective study plan.
Candidates should focus on mastering coding manuals, practicing with sample questions, and
becoming familiar with medical terminology and coding guidelines. Time management during
practice exams can also help build stamina for the lengthy test. Utilizing official AAPC resources,
attending coding workshops, and joining study groups are beneficial strategies for preparation.

e Study all relevant coding manuals thoroughly

e Practice with multiple-choice questions similar to the exam
e Focus on weak areas such as ICD-10-CM or HCPCS codes
e Improve time management skills for the exam duration

¢ Use official AAPC study guides and resources

Frequently Asked Questions

How many questions are on the CPC exam?

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.



Are all 150 questions on the CPC exam scored?

No, out of the 150 questions, 15 are pretest questions that do not count toward the final score.

What is the duration of the CPC exam with 150 questions?

The CPC exam is 5 hours and 40 minutes long, allowing ample time to complete all 150 questions.

How many scored questions are there on the CPC exam?

There are 135 scored questions on the CPC exam; the remaining 15 are unscored pretest questions.

Do the number of questions on the CPC exam change
frequently?

The number of questions on the CPC exam has been stable at 150 for some time, with 135 scored
and 15 pretest questions.

Is the CPC exam multiple choice only?

Yes, all 150 questions on the CPC exam are multiple-choice format.

Are the pretest questions on the CPC exam mixed in with
scored questions?

Yes, the 15 pretest questions are randomly distributed among the 150 questions and are not
identified to the test taker.

What topics do the 150 questions on the CPC exam cover?

The CPC exam questions cover medical coding topics including anatomy, medical terminology,
coding guidelines, and specific coding systems like ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS.

How many questions must I answer correctly to pass the CPC
exam?

You must correctly answer approximately 70% of the 135 scored questions to pass the CPC exam,
though the exact passing score is set by the AAPC.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding the CPC Exam: Number of Questions and Structure Explained

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam, focusing
on the exact number of questions and the exam format. It breaks down each section of the test and
explains how many questions you can expect in each part. Ideal for first-time test takers, it helps
reduce anxiety by providing clarity on what to expect.



2. The Complete Guide to CPC Exam Questions: How Many and What to Expect

Designed for aspiring medical coders, this guide dives into the specifics of the CPC exam question
count and types. It provides detailed explanations of question distribution and offers tips on how to
manage time effectively during the exam. The book also includes sample questions to familiarize
readers with the exam style.

3. CPC Exam Essentials: Navigating the Number of Questions and Exam Sections

This resource focuses on the essential details of the CPC exam, specifically the number of questions
in each section and their weighting. It helps candidates prepare strategically by understanding
which areas require more attention based on question volume. The book also highlights recent
updates to the exam format.

4. Mastering the CPC Exam: A Breakdown of the Question Count and Content

Mastering the CPC exam involves knowing not just the content but also the structure, which this
book emphasizes. It provides a clear breakdown of how many questions are included in the exam
and what subjects they cover. Readers will find practical advice on pacing and prioritizing study
topics.

5. What to Know About CPC Exam Questions: Quantity, Format, and Tips

This concise guide focuses on the quantity of questions on the CPC exam and the format they take,
including multiple choice and scenario-based questions. It also offers test-taking strategies tailored
to handling the number of questions efficiently. Perfect for busy professionals who want a quick yet
thorough overview.

6. CPC Exam Question Count: Insights and Preparation Strategies

This book presents insights into the CPC exam’s question count, helping candidates understand the
exam'’s scope and scale. It discusses how the number of questions influences study plans and exam-
day strategies. Additionally, it features testimonials from successful test takers who share how they
managed the exam’s demands.

7. Demystifying the CPC Exam: How Many Questions and How to Prepare

Demystifying the CPC exam, this book clarifies the exact number of questions and the format
candidates will face. It provides a step-by-step guide to preparing for the exam with consideration of
the question volume. The book also includes practice quizzes that mirror the actual exam’s length
and style.

8. The CPC Exam Question Guide: Counting Questions and Crafting Success

This guide zeroes in on the number of questions on the CPC exam and offers strategies for success
based on that knowledge. It explains how understanding the question count can improve time
management and reduce test anxiety. Sample question breakdowns help readers develop a targeted
study plan.

9. CPC Exam FAQs: Number of Questions and How to Tackle Them

Answering frequently asked questions, this book focuses specifically on how many questions appear
on the CPC exam and the best ways to handle them. It provides clear, straightforward answers and

practical advice for test-takers. The book is designed to boost confidence by removing uncertainties
about the exam format.
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