how great is our god lyrics

how great is our god lyrics is a phrase that resonates deeply within the contemporary Christian
music community. This worship song, famously written by Chris Tomlin, has become a staple in
churches and Christian gatherings worldwide, celebrated for its powerful message and heartfelt
praise. The lyrics of "How Great Is Our God" articulate the majesty and sovereignty of God in a way
that inspires awe and reverence. Understanding the lyrics not only enhances the worship experience
but also provides insight into the theological themes embedded within the song. This article explores
the meaning, impact, and lyrical content of "How Great Is Our God," along with its influence on
modern worship music and its use in various Christian contexts.
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Overview of "How Great Is Our God" Lyrics

The lyrics of "How Great Is Our God" are a profound expression of worship that focus on the greatness
and majesty of God. Written by Chris Tomlin, the song is structured around a simple yet powerful
chorus that repeats the central theme, emphasizing God's greatness in all creation. The words affirm
God's sovereignty over the universe, highlighting His eternal nature and the splendor of His presence.
This section provides a detailed examination of the key lines and phrases within the lyrics, illustrating
how they contribute to the overall message of praise and reverence.

Key Lines and Their Significance

The song opens with imagery that portrays God as supreme over all things:

* "The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty" - This line evokes the image of God as a royal
figure, majestic and radiant.

e "Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice" - An invitation for all creation to celebrate the
glory of God.

e "He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide" - A depiction of God's holiness and power
over darkness.



These lyrics set the tone for the song’s focus on God’s magnificence and inspire worshippers to reflect
on His greatness.

Theological Themes in the Song

At the core of "How Great Is Our God" lyrics are deep theological themes that emphasize God’s
omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience. The song encapsulates essential Christian beliefs
about God’s nature and His relationship with creation. This section explores these theological
concepts as presented in the lyrics, providing context for their significance in Christian worship.

God’s Sovereignty and Majesty

The lyrics repeatedly declare God’s supremacy over all things, underscoring His role as the Creator
and Sustainer of the universe. Phrases such as "Name above all names" highlight the unique and
exalted status of God in Christian doctrine.

The Eternity and Immensity of God

Lines like "Age to age You reign" emphasize God'’s eternal reign beyond human timeframes, reflecting
the belief in His unchanging and everlasting nature.

The Personal Nature of God

Despite the grandeur, the lyrics also remind worshippers that God is intimately involved in the lives of
individuals, as seen in the repeated affirmation of "How great is our God," indicating a close and
personal relationship.

Structure and Composition of the Lyrics

The lyrical structure of "How Great Is Our God" is designed for congregational singing, featuring a
repetitive and memorable chorus that encourages participation. This section analyzes the song’s

composition, focusing on the arrangement of verses, chorus, and bridge, and how these elements
work together to reinforce the song’s message.

Verse and Chorus Arrangement

The song typically follows a pattern where each verse builds imagery of God’s greatness, followed by
a chorus that serves as a powerful declaration of praise. The chorus is concise and easy to remember,
making it ideal for corporate worship settings.



Use of Repetition

Repetition is a key lyrical device used effectively in this song. The phrase "How great is our God" is
repeated multiple times to engrain the central theme in the minds of worshippers and to evoke a
sense of awe and wonder.

Simple and Poetic Language

The language used in the lyrics is both accessible and poetic, balancing theological depth with
simplicity. This approach allows the song to be embraced by a wide audience, from casual listeners to
devout worshippers.

Impact and Popularity in Worship Settings

"How Great Is Our God" lyrics have had a significant impact on contemporary Christian worship music,
becoming one of the most sung songs in churches globally. This section discusses the reasons behind
its popularity and how the lyrics contribute to its effectiveness as a worship anthem.

Emotional and Spiritual Connection

The song’s lyrics foster a strong emotional and spiritual connection by focusing on universal themes
of God’s greatness and faithfulness. This connection helps congregations engage deeply during
worship.

Use in Various Denominations and Events

The song transcends denominational boundaries and is used in a variety of worship events, including
Sunday services, youth gatherings, and large-scale Christian conferences. Its lyrical content is
versatile, making it suitable for diverse worship styles.

Recognition and Awards

"How Great Is Our God" has been recognized with numerous awards and accolades within the
Christian music industry, further cementing its status as a modern worship classic.

Variations and Covers of the Song

Over the years, "How Great Is Our God" lyrics have been adapted and covered by many artists and
worship groups, each bringing their unique style to the song. This section explores some notable
variations and their impact on the song’s dissemination.



Different Musical Arrangements

Artists have produced acoustic, orchestral, and contemporary pop versions of the song,
demonstrating its adaptability. Each arrangement maintains the core lyrical message while offering a
fresh listening experience.

Translations and Global Reach

The lyrics have been translated into numerous languages, contributing to the song’s global reach and
enabling worshippers worldwide to sing praises in their native tongues.

Notable Covers

Several well-known Christian artists and worship bands have covered the song, often incorporating
additional verses or bridges that complement the original lyrics, expanding its theological depth and
musical richness.

e Powerful imagery and poetic language

e Theological depth and worshipful focus

» Repetitive and memorable chorus structure
* Wide acceptance across denominations

 Global influence through translations and covers

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the lyrics of '"How Great Is Our
God"?

'How Great Is Our God' expresses awe and reverence for God's greatness, emphasizing His power,
majesty, and the beauty of His creation.

Who wrote the song 'How Great Is Our God'?

The song 'How Great Is Our God' was written by Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, and Ed Cash.

What are the main themes in the lyrics of 'How Great Is Our



God'?

The main themes include God's omnipotence, majesty, love, and the call to worship Him as the one
true God.

How do the lyrics of '"How Great Is Our God' inspire
worshippers?

The lyrics inspire worshippers by highlighting God's greatness and encouraging praise and adoration
for His mighty works and eternal nature.

Can you provide the chorus lyrics of '"How Great Is Our God'?

Yes, the chorus goes: 'How great is our God, sing with me, How great is our God, and all will see how
great, how great is our God."'

Why is 'How Great Is Our God' popular in church worship
services?

'How Great Is Our God' is popular because its simple yet powerful lyrics and melody resonate with
congregations, making it easy to sing and deeply meaningful.

Are there different versions of the lyrics for '"How Great Is Our
God'?

Yes, some versions include additional verses or a bridge, but the core lyrics remain consistent across
most renditions.

What biblical references are reflected in the lyrics of '"How
Great Is Our God"?

The lyrics reflect biblical themes such as God's creation (Genesis), His sovereignty (Psalm 145), and
His eternal nature (Isaiah 40).

How do the lyrics of 'How Great Is Our God' emphasize God's
creation?

The lyrics mention the splendor of the King and the beauty of creation, pointing to the heavens and
earth as evidence of God's greatness.

Is 'How Great Is Our God' suitable for all ages in worship
settings?

Yes, the lyrics are simple, clear, and uplifting, making the song suitable for worshippers of all ages.



Additional Resources

1. The Power of Worship: Understanding "How Great Is Our God"

This book explores the profound lyrics of "How Great Is Our God," diving into the themes of worship,
reverence, and the majesty of God. It provides readers with a deeper appreciation of the song's
message and encourages personal reflection on God's greatness. Through biblical insights and
practical applications, the book helps believers enhance their worship experience.

2. Echoes of Praise: The Theology Behind "How Great Is Our God"

"Echoes of Praise" delves into the theological foundations found within the song "How Great Is Our
God." The author examines scripture passages that inspired the lyrics and discusses the attributes of
God highlighted in the song. This book is ideal for those seeking to enrich their understanding of
worship music from a doctrinal perspective.

3. Singing His Majesty: The Impact of "How Great Is Our God" in Contemporary Worship

This book analyzes the influence of "How Great Is Our God" on modern Christian worship practices
worldwide. It traces the song's rise in popularity and its role in uniting diverse congregations through
shared expressions of faith. Readers will gain insight into how worship music shapes communal and
individual spirituality.

4. Lyrics of Praise: A Devotional Journey Through "How Great Is Our God"

"Devotional Journey" offers a day-by-day reflection based on the lyrics of "How Great Is Our God."
Each chapter focuses on a specific line or phrase, providing scripture references, prayers, and
meditations. This format helps readers internalize the song’s message and grow in their relationship
with God.

5. How Great Is Our God: Stories of Transformation Through Worship

This collection shares testimonies from individuals whose lives have been changed by singing "How
Great Is Our God." Through personal narratives, the book illustrates the power of worship to heal,
inspire, and strengthen faith. It serves as a testament to the song’s enduring impact across different
cultures and backgrounds.

6. The Art of Praise: Crafting Worship Songs Like "How Great Is Our God"

For songwriters and worship leaders, this book breaks down the creative process behind "How Great
Is Our God." It covers songwriting techniques, lyrical themes, and musical arrangements that make
the song powerful and memorable. Readers will find practical advice for composing worship songs
that resonate deeply with congregations.

7. God'’s Greatness in Song: Exploring the Biblical Roots of "How Great Is Our God"

This book connects the lyrics of "How Great Is Our God" to their biblical origins, highlighting passages
that celebrate God’s majesty and sovereignty. It provides a comprehensive study of scripture related
to God’s greatness, enriching readers' understanding of the song’s spiritual context. The book is a
valuable resource for pastors and Bible teachers.

8. Worship Beyond Words: Experiencing God’s Greatness Through "How Great Is Our God"

"Worship Beyond Words" emphasizes the experiential aspect of singing "How Great Is Our God." It
encourages readers to move beyond intellectual appreciation to a heartfelt encounter with God’s
presence during worship. The book offers practical guidance on cultivating a worshipful lifestyle that
echoes the song’s declaration of God'’s greatness.

9. How Great Is Our God: The Story Behind the Song



This book tells the inspiring story of the creation of "How Great Is Our God," including interviews with
the songwriters and insights into their creative journey. It reveals the challenges and inspirations that
shaped the song and its global impact. Readers will gain a behind-the-scenes look at one of the most
beloved worship songs of our time.
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