honig v doe impact on special
education

honig v doe impact on special education has been a pivotal issue in shaping
the rights and protections afforded to students with disabilities within the
American educational system. This landmark legal case addressed critical
questions regarding the suspension and expulsion of special education
students, emphasizing procedural safeguards and the balance between school
safety and student rights. The decision in Honig v. Doe significantly
influenced how schools implement disciplinary actions under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Understanding the honig v doe impact
on special education is essential for educators, administrators, parents, and
legal professionals involved in special education law and policy. This
article explores the background of the case, its legal implications, and how
it continues to affect the discipline and educational placement of students
with disabilities. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
overview of the case, its rulings, and the ongoing influence on special
education practices.
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Background of Honig v. Doe

The case of Honig v. Doe originated in the early 1980s when two students with
disabilities were suspended from public schools in California due to
behavioral issues related to their disabilities. The plaintiffs challenged
the school district’s authority to unilaterally suspend or expel students
with disabilities without providing appropriate procedural protections. The
case quickly became a significant test of the protections offered under the
Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975, which later evolved into
the IDEA. Honig v. Doe highlighted the tension between maintaining school
order and safeguarding the rights of students with disabilities to receive a



free appropriate public education (FAPE).

Legal Principles Established

The decision in Honig v. Doe established several foundational legal
principles relevant to special education discipline. The U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled that schools cannot exclude students with
disabilities from their educational programs without following strict
procedural safeguards. Specifically, the court held that suspensions or
expulsions based on behavior related to a student’s disability require a
review process to determine if the behavior was a manifestation of the
disability. This ruling reinforced the requirement that schools must conduct
manifestation determinations before removing students from their current
placement for disciplinary reasons.

Manifestation Determination Requirement

The manifestation determination is a critical component introduced by the
court’s decision. This process involves evaluating whether the student’s
misconduct was caused by or had a direct and substantial relationship to
their disability. If the behavior is found to be a manifestation of the
disability, schools must develop or revise the student’s individualized
education program (IEP) rather than simply removing the student from the
educational setting. This safeguard prevents the unjust exclusion of students
due to disability-related behavior.

Protection Against Unilateral Exclusion

Honig v. Doe also emphasized that schools cannot unilaterally exclude
students with disabilities without adhering to IDEA’s procedural protections.
This principle protects students from arbitrary or discriminatory
disciplinary actions and ensures their right to continued education while
addressing behavioral issues.

Impact on Special Education Discipline
Procedures

The honig v doe impact on special education discipline procedures is profound
and continues to influence how schools manage behavioral challenges.
Following the ruling, schools were required to revise their disciplinary
policies to comply with IDEA’s requirements, ensuring that students with
disabilities receive due process and appropriate behavioral interventions.



Development of Behavioral Intervention Plans (BIPs)

As a result of the case, schools increasingly adopted Behavioral Intervention
Plans as part of the IEP process. BIPs are designed to address specific
behavioral challenges proactively, reducing the likelihood of disciplinary
removals and supporting positive behavioral outcomes for students with
disabilities.

Limitations on Disciplinary Removals

The ruling restricts the duration and conditions under which students with
disabilities can be removed from their current educational placement. For
example, removals beyond ten consecutive school days require a manifestation
determination review. This requirement helps prevent extended exclusions
without appropriate procedural review.

Procedural Safeguards and Student Rights

The honig v doe impact on special education extends significantly into
procedural safeguards that protect student rights. IDEA mandates specific
processes to ensure that disciplinary actions do not infringe upon the rights
of students with disabilities.

Right to Due Process

Students and their parents have the right to participate in disciplinary
hearings and appeal decisions related to suspensions or expulsions. The case
reinforced that these rights are essential to protect students from unjust
exclusion and to maintain access to educational services.

Continuity of Educational Services

Even when students are removed from their regular educational setting for
disciplinary reasons, schools are required to provide continued educational
services. This ensures that students with disabilities do not lose access to
their education entirely during disciplinary removals.

Influence on School Policies and Practices

The ruling in Honig v. Doe has directly influenced school district policies
nationwide. Schools have had to implement clear guidelines for handling
disciplinary incidents involving students with disabilities, balancing safety
concerns with legal obligations.



Implementation of manifestation determination reviews in all applicable
cases.

Training for educators and administrators on special education law and
behavioral management.

Development of multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) and positive
behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS).

Collaboration between special education and disciplinary staff to ensure
compliance.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its protections, the honig v doe impact on special education has also
faced challenges. Some educators argue that the restrictions on disciplinary
actions can complicate efforts to maintain safe and orderly schools.
Additionally, disagreements sometimes arise over manifestation determinations
and appropriate behavioral interventions.

Difficulties in Implementation

Schools may struggle with timely and accurate manifestation determinations,
especially when behavioral issues are complex or multifaceted. This can lead
to inconsistencies in how disciplinary decisions are made and implemented.

Balancing Safety and Rights

There is an ongoing tension between ensuring a safe learning environment for
all students and protecting the rights of students with disabilities under
IDEA and the Honig ruling. Schools must navigate this balance carefully to
avoid legal repercussions while addressing behavioral concerns effectively.

Current Relevance and Future Considerations

The honig v doe impact on special education remains highly relevant as
schools continue to refine their approaches to discipline and student rights
under IDEA. Emerging challenges, such as increased awareness of disability-
related behavioral health issues and evolving federal guidance, require
ongoing attention to the principles established by the case.



Integration with Modern Special Education Law

The principles from Honig v. Doe have been integrated into subsequent
amendments of IDEA and related regulations, reinforcing procedural
protections and emphasizing individualized approaches to discipline.

Future Directions in Policy and Practice

Looking forward, schools and policymakers are focusing on preventive and
restorative practices that align with the Honig decision’s intent.
Emphasizing positive behavioral supports and early intervention may reduce
the need for disciplinary removals and support better outcomes for students
with disabilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Honig v. Doe case about in the context
of special education?

Honig v. Doe is a landmark 1988 U.S. Supreme Court case that addressed the
rights of students with disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), particularly concerning the suspension and expulsion of
students with disabilities.

How did Honig v. Doe impact disciplinary actions for
students with disabilities?

The decision in Honig v. Doe established that schools cannot unilaterally
suspend or expel students with disabilities for behavior related to their
disabilities without following specific procedural safeguards, such as
conducting a manifestation determination review.

What protections did Honig v. Doe provide for
students with disabilities?

Honig v. Doe reinforced that students with disabilities must receive a free
appropriate public education (FAPE) and that schools must conduct a
manifestation determination to decide if misbehavior is linked to the
student's disability before imposing significant disciplinary measures.

Did Honig v. Doe influence the development of IDEA
regulations?

Yes, the Honig v. Doe ruling influenced IDEA regulations, particularly the
provisions regarding disciplinary procedures for students with disabilities,



ensuring that schools consider the relationship between behavior and
disability before exclusionary discipline.

How does Honig v. Doe affect the role of
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)?

Following Honig v. Doe, schools are required to review and potentially revise
a student's IEP after disciplinary actions if the behavior is determined to
be a manifestation of the disability, ensuring appropriate behavioral
supports and services are provided.

What are the implications of Honig v. Doe for
parents of children with disabilities?

Honig v. Doe empowers parents by granting them the right to participate in
disciplinary decisions and manifestation determinations, helping protect
their children's educational rights and ensuring fair treatment.

Can schools suspend a student with a disability
indefinitely under Honig v. Doe?

No, Honig v. Doe prohibits indefinite suspension of students with
disabilities for behavior related to their disability without due process,
including a manifestation determination and appropriate procedural
protections.

Additional Resources

1. Honig v. Doe and the Evolution of Special Education Law

This book explores the landmark Honig v. Doe case and its profound impact on
the rights of students with disabilities. It provides a detailed analysis of
the legal precedents set by the case and how it shaped the implementation of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The author also
discusses subsequent court rulings influenced by Honig v. Doe and their
implications for special education policy.

2. Protecting the Rights of Students with Disabilities: Lessons from Honig v.
Doe

Focusing on the protection of disabled students in educational settings, this
book examines how Honig v. Doe established crucial safeguards against
unwarranted suspensions and expulsions. It offers practical guidance for
educators and administrators on maintaining compliance with federal laws
while ensuring student safety and educational access. Case studies illustrate
the challenges and solutions in applying the Honig ruling.

3. Special Education Law: Key Cases and Their Impact
This comprehensive volume includes a dedicated chapter on Honig v. Doe,



detailing the case’s facts, legal arguments, and outcomes. It situates the
case within the broader context of special education law, highlighting its
role in reinforcing the stay-put provision of IDEA. The book is a valuable
resource for legal professionals, educators, and advocates seeking to
understand the judicial landscape of special education.

4. Disability Rights in Schools: From Honig v. Doe to Today

Tracing the history of disability rights in education, this book highlights
the pivotal role of Honig v. Doe in advancing protections for students with
disabilities. It reviews legislative changes and court decisions that
followed the case, emphasizing ongoing challenges in ensuring equitable
education. The author also proposes policy recommendations to strengthen
special education frameworks.

5. Educational Inclusion and Legal Challenges: The Honig v. Doe Case Study
This text analyzes Honig v. Doe as a case study in educational inclusion,
focusing on how legal decisions affect classroom practices. It discusses the
balance between disciplinary actions and the rights of students with
disabilities, offering insights for teachers, school counselors, and legal
practitioners. The book encourages a collaborative approach to resolving
conflicts in special education settings.

6. IDEA and Student Discipline: Insights from Honig v. Doe

Dedicated to the intersection of student discipline and special education
law, this book explains how Honig v. Doe clarified the protections afforded
under IDEA. It examines the "stay-put" provision and its implications for
school disciplinary procedures involving students with disabilities. The
author includes recommendations for policy makers and school districts to
navigate complex disciplinary cases lawfully.

7. Legal Protections for Students with Disabilities: Honig v. Doe in Context
This book situates Honig v. Doe within the broader framework of disability
law, exploring its influence on subsequent legislation and judicial
decisions. It provides a thorough review of the case’s background, legal
reasoning, and the stay-put principle. Readers gain an understanding of how
the case has shaped advocacy strategies and legal protections in special
education.

8. Balancing Discipline and Rights: The Legacy of Honig v. Doe

Focusing on the tension between maintaining school discipline and protecting
student rights, this book assesses the lasting legacy of Honig v. Doe. It
offers perspectives from educators, lawyers, and parents on how the case
transformed disciplinary practices for students with disabilities. The book
also addresses current debates and future directions in special education
discipline policy.

9. Special Education Advocacy: Strategies Informed by Honig v. Doe

This practical guide supports advocates working to uphold the educational
rights of students with disabilities, using Honig v. Doe as a foundational
reference. It outlines effective advocacy techniques, legal arguments, and
procedural safeguards derived from the case. The book is designed to empower



parents, advocates, and educators in navigating disputes related to special
education discipline.
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