
history of westmoreland county pennsylvania
history of westmoreland county pennsylvania is a fascinating journey through time that reveals
the rich cultural, economic, and political developments of one of Pennsylvania’s oldest counties.
Established in the mid-18th century, Westmoreland County played a pivotal role in the early
expansion of the United States, serving as a frontier for settlers and a strategic location during
several key historical events. This article explores the county’s origins, its growth through the
industrial age, and its lasting legacy in the region. By examining the indigenous peoples, European
settlement, economic transformations, and notable historical landmarks, readers can gain a
comprehensive understanding of how Westmoreland County evolved into the vibrant community it is
today. The history of Westmoreland County Pennsylvania is not only a story of local significance but
also an integral part of the broader American narrative. The following sections will delve into these
aspects in more detail, providing an in-depth overview of this historic county.

Early History and Indigenous Peoples

Formation and Colonial Era

19th Century Growth and Industrialization

20th Century Developments and Modern Era

Historical Landmarks and Cultural Heritage

Early History and Indigenous Peoples
The history of Westmoreland County Pennsylvania begins long before European settlers arrived,
with the land originally inhabited by various Native American tribes. The region was primarily
occupied by the Lenape (Delaware) and Shawnee peoples, who utilized the fertile lands and
abundant waterways for hunting, fishing, and agriculture. These indigenous communities had well-
established trade networks and cultural traditions that shaped the early human history of the area.

Native American Presence
The indigenous peoples of Westmoreland County lived in harmony with the natural environment,
developing intricate social and political systems. Their presence is evident through archaeological
sites, artifacts, and oral histories passed down through generations. The arrival of European settlers
in the 18th century brought significant changes, leading to displacement and conflict.

Impact of European Exploration
European exploration in the region began in the 17th century, with French and English explorers
navigating the Ohio River and its tributaries. The area that would become Westmoreland County was
a critical frontier zone during the colonial period, marked by competition among European powers
and Native American tribes. This era set the stage for the county’s formal establishment and



subsequent development.

Formation and Colonial Era
Westmoreland County was officially established on February 26, 1773, making it the first county
west of the Allegheny Mountains in Pennsylvania. It was named after Westmorland, a historic county
in England, reflecting the British colonial influence. The county’s formation was part of the
westward expansion and settlement efforts following the French and Indian War.

Settlement and Early Development
Early settlers faced numerous challenges, including difficult terrain, conflicts with Native American
tribes, and limited infrastructure. Despite these obstacles, communities began to take shape,
centered around agriculture, trade, and strategic military locations. Forts and trading posts were
established to protect settlers and facilitate commerce.

Role in the American Revolution
During the American Revolution, Westmoreland County was a vital area due to its location on the
frontier. The county contributed troops and supplies to the Continental Army and served as a base
for military operations against British forces and their Native American allies. The period solidified
the county’s importance in the broader struggle for American independence.

19th Century Growth and Industrialization
The 19th century ushered in significant changes for Westmoreland County as it transitioned from a
frontier settlement into a thriving industrial hub. The advent of railroads, coal mining, and steel
production transformed the local economy and population dynamics.

Industrial Expansion
Coal mining became a cornerstone of the county’s economy, with abundant coal deposits fueling the
growth of steel mills and manufacturing industries. The development of railroads connected
Westmoreland to major markets, facilitating trade and migration. Towns such as Greensburg and
Latrobe grew rapidly during this period.

Immigration and Population Growth
The industrial boom attracted waves of immigrants from Europe, including Germans, Italians, Poles,
and Irish, who contributed to the labor force and cultural diversity of the county. This influx led to
the establishment of ethnic neighborhoods, churches, and social organizations, enriching the
community fabric.

Key Economic and Social Developments

Expansion of coal mining operations



Growth of steel and manufacturing sectors

Establishment of educational institutions

Development of transportation infrastructure

Emergence of labor unions and social movements

20th Century Developments and Modern Era
The 20th century saw Westmoreland County adapt to changing economic conditions, including the
decline of traditional industries and the rise of new sectors. The county navigated challenges such as
the Great Depression, World Wars, and suburbanization while maintaining its historical identity.

Economic Shifts and Diversification
As coal mining and steel manufacturing declined in the mid-20th century, Westmoreland County
diversified its economy by expanding into healthcare, education, and service industries. Efforts to
revitalize urban centers and preserve historical sites became prominent during this era.

Community and Cultural Growth
The county invested in cultural institutions, parks, and public services to improve quality of life for
residents. Educational institutions, including community colleges and universities, played a critical
role in workforce development and innovation.

Historical Landmarks and Cultural Heritage
Westmoreland County is home to numerous historical landmarks that reflect its rich past and
cultural heritage. These sites preserve the stories of indigenous peoples, colonial settlers, industrial
pioneers, and modern communities.

Notable Historical Sites

Fort Ligonier – a restored French and Indian War fort

West Overton Village – a historic industrial village and birthplace of Henry Clay Frick

Bushy Run Battlefield – site of a significant battle during Pontiac’s War

Old Courthouse in Greensburg – symbol of early county governance

Latrobe’s Arnold Palmer Regional Airport – honoring the famous golfer’s legacy



Cultural Contributions
The county’s cultural heritage includes festivals, museums, and arts organizations that celebrate its
diverse population and historical milestones. This ongoing commitment to preservation ensures that
the history of Westmoreland County Pennsylvania remains accessible and relevant for future
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania established?
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania was established on February 26, 1773.

What is the origin of the name 'Westmoreland' in
Westmoreland County?
Westmoreland County was named after Westmorland, a historic county in England.

What role did Westmoreland County play in the American
Revolutionary War?
Westmoreland County was a frontier region during the Revolutionary War and was the site of
several skirmishes and Native American conflicts, serving as a strategic area for westward
expansion.

How did the coal industry impact Westmoreland County's
history?
The coal industry, especially bituminous coal mining, was a major economic driver in Westmoreland
County during the 19th and early 20th centuries, leading to population growth and industrial
development.

What is the significance of the Battle of Bushy Run in
Westmoreland County history?
The Battle of Bushy Run, fought in 1763 near present-day Westmoreland County, was a decisive
conflict during Pontiac's War that helped secure British control of the region.

How did Westmoreland County contribute to the steel industry
in Pennsylvania?
Westmoreland County's proximity to Pittsburgh and its natural resources supported the growth of
steel manufacturing and related industries throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.



What historic sites in Westmoreland County reflect its early
American history?
Historic sites such as Bushy Run Battlefield, the Fort Ligonier site, and several colonial-era buildings
in Greensburg reflect Westmoreland County's early American history.

How did transportation developments affect Westmoreland
County's growth?
The construction of canals, railroads, and highways in the 19th and 20th centuries facilitated trade
and migration, significantly contributing to Westmoreland County's economic and population
growth.

What cultural influences shaped Westmoreland County's
development?
Westmoreland County was influenced by Scotch-Irish, German, and English settlers, whose cultural
traditions helped shape the county's social, religious, and architectural heritage.

Additional Resources
1. Westmoreland County: A Pictorial History
This book offers a visual journey through the history of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
featuring photographs, maps, and illustrations that depict the region’s development from its early
settlement to modern times. It highlights key historical events, prominent families, and architectural
landmarks. The pictorial format makes it accessible and engaging for readers interested in local
history.

2. The History of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, with Biographical Sketches of Its Prominent
Men
A comprehensive historical account published in the late 19th century, this volume provides detailed
narratives about the founding and growth of Westmoreland County. It includes biographies of
influential residents who shaped the county’s political, economic, and social landscape. The book
serves as a valuable resource for genealogists and historians alike.

3. Westmoreland County’s Industrial Heritage
This book explores the industrial evolution of Westmoreland County, focusing on coal mining, steel
production, and manufacturing. It discusses how these industries impacted the local economy and
community life from the 19th century through the 20th century. Rich in historical photographs and
personal stories, it captures the spirit of the working-class families who powered the county’s
growth.

4. Pioneers and Patriots: Early Settlers of Westmoreland County
Delving into the lives of the county’s earliest settlers, this book chronicles their struggles,
achievements, and contributions to the region. It covers Native American interactions, frontier life,
and the establishment of towns and farms. The narrative provides insight into the cultural and social
dynamics of early Westmoreland County.



5. Westmoreland County Civil War History
This volume focuses on the role of Westmoreland County during the American Civil War, detailing
local regiments, battles, and civilian contributions. It includes personal letters, diaries, and military
records that bring to life the experiences of soldiers and their families. The book highlights the
county’s strategic importance and the war’s lasting impact on its communities.

6. Historic Homes and Architecture of Westmoreland County
An architectural guide that showcases the diverse styles of historic homes, public buildings, and
churches throughout Westmoreland County. It provides historical context for each structure,
explaining its significance and the stories of those who lived or worked there. The book is an
excellent resource for preservationists and history enthusiasts.

7. Westmoreland County: From Frontier to Suburbia
This book traces the transformation of Westmoreland County from a rugged frontier area to a
modern suburban region. It examines demographic shifts, economic changes, and urban
development throughout the 20th century. Readers gain an understanding of how transportation,
industry, and cultural trends influenced the county’s growth.

8. Legends and Lore of Westmoreland County
A collection of local stories, myths, and folklore that have been passed down through generations in
Westmoreland County. The book captures the colorful characters, mysterious events, and unique
traditions that enrich the county’s cultural heritage. It offers a lighter, more anecdotal perspective
on the region’s history.

9. Westmoreland County’s Role in Pennsylvania’s Whiskey Rebellion
This historical study examines Westmoreland County’s involvement in the Whiskey Rebellion of the
1790s, a pivotal event in early American history. It details the causes of the rebellion, key figures
from the county, and the federal government’s response. The book provides valuable insights into
the political tensions and local resistance that shaped the young nation.
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