HISTORY OF THE HOMECOMING MUM

HISTORY OF THE HOMECOMING MUM TRACES THE FASCINATING EVOLUTION OF A UNIQUE AMERICAN TRADITION CENTERED AROUND
HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS, PARTICULARLY IN TexAS. ORIGINATING IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, THE HOMECOMING MUM HAS
GROWN FROM A SIMPLE FLORAL CORSAGE INTO AN ELABORATE AND HIGHLY PERSONALIZED ACCESSORY SYMBOLIZING SCHOOL
SPIRIT, SOCIAL TIES, AND FESTIVE PRIDE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS OF THE HOMECOMING MUM, ITS CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE, HOW IT TRANSFORMED OVER THE DECADES, AND THE CURRENT TRENDS THAT CONTINUE TO SHAPE ITS
POPULARITY. UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF THE HOMECOMING MUM REVEALS MUCH ABOUT REGIONAL CUSTOMS, YOUTH
CULTURE, AND THE BLENDING OF TRADITION WITH CONTEMPORARY STYLES. THE ARTICLE ALSO EXAMINES THE COMPONENTS
THAT MAKE UP A MODERN MUM AND THE SOCIAL DYNAMICS SURROUNDING ITS EXCHANGE DURING HOMECOMING EVENTS.
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ORIGINS OF THE HOMECOMING MUM

THE HISTORY OF THE HOMECOMING MUM BEGINS IN THE EARLY ]QOOS, ROOTED IN THE BROADER AMERICAN TRADITION OF
HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS. |NITIALLY, MUMS WERE SIMPLE FLORAL CORSAGES WORN BY STUDENTS ATTENDING HOMECOMING
FOOTBALL GAMES AND DANCES. THE CHRYSANTHEMUM FLOWER WAS CHOSEN DUE TO ITS BLOOMING SEASON ALIGNING WITH
AUTUMN AND ITS ASSOCIATION WITH LONGEVITY AND CHEERFULNESS. EARLY MUMS WERE MODEST IN SIZE AND DESIGN, OFTEN
CONSISTING OF A SINGLE BLOOM PINNED TO THE CLOTHING OF THE WEARER.

EARLY FLORAL TRADITIONS

BEFORE THE POPULARITY OF HOMECOMING MUMS, THE USE OF FLOWERS AS ADORNMENTS IN SOCIAL EVENTS WAS COMMON IN
AMERICAN CULTURE. CORSAGES AND BOUTONNIERES WERE STANDARD ACCESSORIES FOR FORMAL OCCASIONS LIKE PROMS AND
WEDDINGS. THE CHRYSANTHEMUM GAINED PROMINENCE IN TEXAS SCHOOLS DURING THE 1920s AND 1930s, LARGELY BECAUSE
THE FLOWER WAS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND DURABLE IN THE FALL SEASON. THESE EARLY MUMS SERVED AS TOKENS OF SCHOOL
PRIDE AND WERE OFTEN EXCHANGED BETWEEN DATES OR CLOSE FRIENDS DURING HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES.

GEOGRAPHICAL ORIGINS

THE TRADITION OF THE HOMECOMING MUM IS MOST CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH TEXAS/ \WHERE IT BECAME A SIGNIFICANT PART
OF HIGH SCHOOL CULTURE. WHILE OTHER STATES CELEBRATED HOMECOMING WITH FLOWERS, THE ELABORATE AND LARGE-SCALE
CREATION OF MUMS AS KNOWN TODAY IS PREDOMINANTLY A TEXAN PHENOMENON. THIS REGIONAL ORIGIN IS TIED TO THE
STRONG COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL SPIRIT CHARACTERISTIC OF TEXAS HIGH SCHOOLS, PROVIDING A FERTILE GROUND FOR THE
CUSTOM TO FLOURISH AND EVOLVE.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND SYMBOLISM

THE HOMECOMING MUM HOLDS DEEP CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AS A SYMBOL OF SCHOOL SPIRIT, FRIENDSHIP, AND YOUTHFUL



CELEBRATION. OVER TIME, IT HAS BECOME MORE THAN A DECORATIVE ACCESSORY, EMBODYING PERSONAL EXPRESSION AND
SOCIAL CONNECTIONS. THE EXCHANGE AND WEARING OF MUMS DURING HOMECOMING WEEK FOSTER A SENSE OF BELONGING AND
COMMUNAL IDENTITY AMONG STUDENTS AND FAMILIES.

EXPRESSION OF SCHOOL SPIRIT

SCHOOL COLORS AND MASCOTS ARE CENTRAL TO THE DESIGN OF HOMECOMING MUMS, MAKING THEM A VIVID DISPLAY OF
LOYALTY AND PRIDE. STUDENTS CUSTOMIZE THEIR MUMS TO PROMINENTLY FEATURE THEIR SCHOOL'S COLORS, LOGOS, AND
THEMES, REINFORCING A COLLECTIVE IDENTITY. THIS PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF SUPPORT CONTRIBUTES TO THE EXCITEMENT AND
UNITY OF HOMECOMING EVENTS.

SoCIAL AND PERSONAL SYMBOLISM

BEYOND REPRESENTING SCHOOL SPIRIT, MUMS OFTEN CARRY PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE. THEY CAN SYMBOLIZE RELATIONSHIPS,
FRIENDSHIPS, OR ROMANTIC CONNECTIONS WHEN EXCHANGED BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS. THE SIZE AND ELABORATENESS OF A MUM
MAY ALSO REFLECT SOCIAL STATUS OR PERSONAL STYLE, TURNING THE ACCESSORY INTO A STATEMENT PIECE AT DANCES AND
PARADES.

EvoLuTioN AND CHANGES OVER TIME

THE HISTORY OF THE HOMECOMING MUM DEMONSTRATES SIGNIFICANT EVOLUTION FROM ITS EARLY 20TH-CENTURY ORIGINS TO
THE EXTRAVAGANT CREATIONS SEEN TODAY. THE TRANSFORMATION REFLECTS CHANGES IN FASHION, MATERIALS, AND
CULTURAL PRACTICES SURROUNDING HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS.

FrROM SIMPLE TO EXTRAVAGANT

INITIALLY SMALL AND MODEST, HOMECOMING MUMS GRADUALLY BECAME LARGER AND MORE ELABORATE. By THE MID-20TH
CENTURY, ADDITIONAL DECORATIVE ELEMENTS SUCH AS RIBBONS, BELLS, TRINKETS, AND LIGHTS WERE INCORPORATED. THiS
SHIFT WAS INFLUENCED BY COMPETITION AMONG STUDENTS TO CREATE THE MOST EYE-CATCHING AND UNIQUE MUMS, PROMPTING
A TREND TOWARD INCREASINGLY EXTRAVAGANT DESIGNS.

INCLUSION OF TECHNOLOGY AND MODERN MATERIALS

MODERN MUMS OFTEN FEATURE LED LIGHTS, BATTERY PACKS, AND VARIOUS SYNTHETIC MATERIALS TO ENHANCE THEIR VISUAL
APPEAL. THESE TECHNOLOGICAL ADDITIONS HAVE TRANSFORMED MUMS INTO DYNAMIC ACCESSORIES THAT STAND OUT DURING
EVENING EVENTS AND PARADES. THE USE OF PLASTIC FLOWERS AND MASS-PRODUCED DECORATIONS HAS ALSO MADE IT EASIER
TO CREATE LARGE, INTRICATE MUMS AT VARYING PRICE POINTS.

CHANGING SoclAL NorMs

THE TRADITION HAS ALSO ADAPTED TO MODERN SOCIAL DYNAMICS, INCLUDING MORE DIVERSE PARTICIPATION ACROSS GENDERS
AND VARYING LEVELS OF FORMALITY. WHILE MUMS WERE ONCE PRIMARILY WORN BY FEMALE STUDENTS, TODAY MANY SCHOOLS
ENCOURAGE ALL STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE, SOMETIMES WITH ALTERNATIVE FORMS LIKE GARTERS FOR HOMECOMING DATES.

CoMPONENTS AND DesIiGN oF MoberN HOMECOMING MuUMSs

UNDERSTANDING THE ELEMENTS THAT COMPOSE A MODERN HOMECOMING MUM PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE TRADITION’S
COMPLEXITY AND CREATIVITY. THE MUM IS A COMPOSITE ACCESSORY THAT COMBINES FLOWERS, RIBBONS, AND DECORATIVE



ACCENTS, EACH WITH SPECIFIC MEANINGS AND FUNCTIONS.

FLorAL BASE

THE CHRYSANTHEMUM REMAINS THE FOUNDATIONAL FLOWER OF THE MUM, CHOSEN FOR ITS SYMBOLIC MEANINGS AND SEASONAL
AVAILABILITY. SOME MUMS INCLUDE FRESH FLOWERS, WHILE OTHERS USE ARTIFICIAL BLOOMS TO ENHANCE DURABILITY AND SIZE.
THE COLOR OF THE CHRYSANTHEMUM TYPICALLY MATCHES THE SCHOOL’S COLORS.

RiBBONS AND ACCENTS

RIBBONS ARE AN ESSENTIAL FEATURE, OFTEN CASCADING FROM THE MUM IN MULTIPLE LAYERS AND COLORS. THEY MAY INCLUDE
PRINTED MESSAGES, SCHOOL NAMES, PLAYER NUMBERS, OR PERSONAL SENTIMENTS. ADDITIONAL DECORATIVE ACCENTS
COMMONLY FOUND ON MUMS INCLUDE:

® BELLS AND WHISTLES
® STUFFED ANIMALS OR MASCOTS

LED LiGHTS

e CHARMS AND TRINKETS

PERSONALIZED NAME TAGS OR PHOTOS

ATTACHMENT METHODS

MUMS ARE TRADITIONALLY PINNED TO CLOTHING OR WORN AROUND THE NECK WITH RIBBONS OR LANYARDS. SOME DESIGNS
INCORPORATE VELCRO, CLIPS, OR BROOCHES FOR EASIER ATTACHMENT AND REMOVAL. THE INCREASING SIZE OF MUMS HAS
NECESSITATED STURDIER CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES TO SUPPORT THE WEIGHT AND COMPLEXITY OF THE ACCESSORY.

CURRENT TRENDS AND REGIONAL V ARIATIONS

TODAY, THE HOMECOMING MUM TRADITION REMAINS VIBRANT, EVOLVING WITH CONTEMPORARY STYLES WHILE MAINTAINING ITS
CORE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. REGIONAL VARIATIONS AND EMERGING TRENDS CONTRIBUTE TO A DIVERSE LANDSCAPE OF MUM
DESIGNS AND PRACTICES.

TEXAS AS THE EPICENTER

TEXAS CONTINUES TO BE THE PRIMARY HUB FOR THE HOMECOMING MUM TRADITION, WHERE IT IS CELEBRATED WITH ENTHUSIASM
ACROSS HIGH SCHOOLS STATEWIDE. THE SCALE AND CREATIVITY SEEN IN TEXAS OFTEN INFLUENCE TRENDS IN NEIGHBORING
STATES, THOUGH THE MUM REMAINS PREDOMINANTLY A TEXAN CUSTOM.

CUSTOMIZATION AND PERSONALIZATION

MODERN MUMS EMPHASIZE PERSONALIZATION, WITH STUDENTS CUSTOMIZING EVERY ELEMENT TO REFLECT INDIVIDUAL TASTES,
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND RELATIONSHIPS. ONLINE AND LOCAL SHOPS OFFER CUSTOM MUM-MAKING SERVICES, CATERING TO THE
DEMAND FOR UNIQUE AND ELABORATE DESIGNS.



ENVIRONMENTAL AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

IN RESPONSE TO CONCERNS ABOUT WASTE AND COST, SOME SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS ARE OPTING FOR MORE SUSTAINABLE OR
MINIMALISTIC MUM DESIGNS. REUSABLE COMPONENTS, ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS, AND SMALLER SIZES ARE BECOMING MORE COMMON TO
BALANCE TRADITION WITH PRACTICALITY.

e EMPHASIS ON LED LIGHTING AND TECHNOLOGY
® EXPANSION OF MUM TRADITION TO INCLUDE GARTERS AND OTHER ACCESSORIES
o GROWING TREND TOWARD INCLUSIVE PARTICIPATION ACROSS GENDERS

® |NCREASED FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY AND AFFORDABILITY

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF THE HOMECOMING MUM TRADITION?

THE HOMECOMING MUM TRADITION ORIGINATED IN TEXAS IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, BEGINNING AS A SIMPLE CORSAGE OF A
CHRYSANTHEMUM FLOWER GIVEN TO STUDENTS DURING HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS.

W/HY ARE CHRYSANTHEMUMS SPECIFICALLY USED FOR HOMECOMING MUMS?

CHRYSANTHEMUMS ARE USED BECAUSE THEY BLOOM IN THE FALL, COINCIDING WITH HOMECOMING SEASON, AND THEY SYMBOLIZE
LOYALTY AND FRIENDSHIP, MAKING THEM IDEAL FOR THE OCCASION.

How DID HOMECOMING MUMS EVOLVE FROM SIMPLE CORSAGES TO ELABORATE
DECORATIONS?

OVER TIME, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES BEGAN ADDING RIBBONS, TRINKETS, AND OTHER EMBELLISHMENTS TO THE MUMS TO
SHOWCASE SCHOOL SPIRIT AND PERSONAL CREATIVITY, LEADING TO THE HIGHLY DECORATIVE AND LARGE DESIGNS SEEN TODAY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COLORS AND ACCESSORIES USED ON HOMECOMING
MUMS?

THE COLORS USUALLY REPRESENT SCHOOL COLORS, WHILE THE ACCESSORIES CAN SYMBOLIZE THE STUDENT'S INTERESTS,
ACHIEVEMENTS, OR RELATIONSHIPS, MAKING EACH MUM A PERSONALIZED AND MEANINGFUL DISPLAY.

ARE HOMECOMING MUMS A TRADITION ONLY IN TEXAS?

W/ HILE HOMECOMING MUMS ARE MOST POPULAR AND WIDELY RECOGNIZED IN TEXAS, SIMILAR FLOWER CORSAGE TRADITIONS
EXIST ELSEWHERE BUT ARE GENERALLY LESS ELABORATE AND NOT AS CULTURALLY INGRAINED.

\W/HEN DID THE TREND OF WEARING LARGE , ELABORATE MUMS BECOME POPULAR?

THE TREND OF WEARING LARGE AND ELABORATE MUMS GAINED POPULARITY IN THE 1970s AND 1980S, GROWING FROM SMALL
CORSAGES TO OVERSIZED, DECORATIVE PIECES OFTEN WORN ON THE CHEST OR AROUND THE NECK.



How DO HOMECOMING MUMS REFLECT CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ASPECTS OF HIGH
SCHOOL LIFE?

HOMECOMING MUMS REFLECT CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ASPECTS BY SHOWCASING SCHOOL PRIDE, PERSONAL IDENTITY, SOCIAL
STATUS, AND CREATIVITY, OFTEN SERVING AS A RITE OF PASSAGE AND A WAY TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY BONDS DURING
HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe OrIGIN OF THE HoMECOMING MuM: A SOUTHERN TRADITION UNVEILED

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE FASCINATING BEGINNINGS OF THE HOMECOMING MUM TRADITION IN THE SOUTHERN UNITED STATES. IT
TRACES THE ROOTS OF THIS FLORAL CUSTOM BACK TO EARLY 20TH-CENTURY TEXAS, DETAILING HOW THE MUM EVOLVED
FROM A SIMPLE CORSAGE INTO A GRAND, ELABORATE DISPLAY. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL
FACTORS THAT HELPED SHAPE THIS UNIQUE HOMECOMING RITUAL.

2. Homecoming Mums: A CULTURAL HISTORY OF TEXAS HiGH ScHooLS

FOCUSING ON TEXAS HIGH SCHOOLS, THIS VOLUME DELVES INTO HOW HOMECOMING MUMS BECAME AN INTEGRAL PART OF
SCHOOL SPIRIT AND COMMUNITY IDENTITY. IT EXAMINES THE CHANGING STYLES, SIZES, AND SYMBOLISM OF MUMS THROUGHOUT
THE DECADES, HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE OF STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND LOCAL BUSINESSES. THE BOOK ALSO CONSIDERS THE MUM
AS A REFLECTION OF BROADER SOCIAL TRENDS AND YOUTH CULTURE.

3. FLorAL TrADITIONS: THE EvoLuTion oF HoMECOMING CORSAGES AND MUMS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF FLORAL TRADITIONS IN AMERICAN HOMECOMINGS, WITH A SIGNIFICANT
FOCUS ON THE RISE OF THE MUM. |T CONTRASTS THE HOMECOMING MUM WITH OTHER FLORAL CUSTOMS ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES, DRAWING ATTENTION TO REGIONAL VARIATIONS. THE NARRATIVE INCLUDES INTERVIEWS WITH FLORISTS AND
TRADITION BEARERS WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE MUM’S POPULARITY.

4. THe ART AND CRAFT OF HoMECOMING Mums: HISTORY, DESIGN, AND MEANING

COMBINING HISTORICAL RESEARCH WITH PRACTICAL DESIGN INSIGHTS, THIS WORK HIGHLIGHTS HOW THE ARTISTIC EXPRESSION
FOUND IN HOMECOMING MUMS HAS EVOLVED OVER TIME. |T DISCUSSES THE SYMBOLISM BEHIND DIFFERENT COLORS, RIBBONS, AND
CHARMS USED IN MUMS AND HOW THESE ELEMENTS REFLECT PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY STORIES. THE BOOK SERVES AS BOTH A
HISTORICAL DOCUMENT AND A GUIDE FOR MUM CREATORS.

5. Homecoming Mum: A SymeoL oF PripeE AND COMMUNITY IN TEXAS

THIS TITLE INVESTIGATES THE SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOMECOMING MUM AS MORE THAN JUST A DECORATIVE ACCESSORY.
[T EXPLORES HOW MUMS SERVE AS SYMBOLS OF PRIDE, SCHOOL LOYALTY, AND COMMUNITY COHESION IN TEXAS TOWNS.
THROUGH PERSONAL STORIES AND HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, THE BOOK REVEALS THE EMOTIONAL AND CULTURAL WEIGHT
CARRIED BY THESE ELABORATE FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS.

6. THE Bic Mum Book: A VISUAL HISTORY oF HOMECOMING MuMs

FEATURING A RICH COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND ILLUSTRATIONS, THIS BOOK VISUALLY CHRONICLES THE
TRANSFORMATION OF HOMECOMING MUMS FROM MODEST CORSAGES TO OVERSIZED FLORAL CREATIONS. THE IMAGES ARE
ACCOMPANIED BY DETAILED CAPTIONS EXPLAINING HISTORICAL CONTEXT, MATERIALS USED, AND REGIONAL DIFFERENCES. THIS
VISUAL APPROACH ALLOWS READERS TO APPRECIATE THE TRADITION’S AESTHETIC DEVELOPMENT.

7. FromM CorSAGES To MuMs: THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF HOMECOMING FLOWERS

THIS SCHOLARLY WORK TRACES THE BROADER SOCIAL HISTORY OF FLOWERS USED IN HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS, WITH A
FOCUS ON THE RISE OF THE MUM. IT ANALYZES HOW CHANGING SOCIAL NORMS, GENDER ROLES, AND YOUTH CULTURE INFLUENCED
THE POPULARITY AND DESIGN OF MUMS. THE BOOK SITUATES THE MUM TRADITION WITHIN THE LARGER FRAMEWORK OF AMERICAN
HIGH SCHOOL RITUALS.

8. Homecoming Mums AND AMERICAN YouTH CUL TURE

THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW HOMECOMING MUMS REFLECT BROADER THEMES IN AMERICAN YOUTH CULTURE, INCLUDING IDENTITY,
FASHION, AND SOCIAL STATUS. |T DISCUSSES THE TRADITION’S ROLE IN FOSTERING PEER RELATIONSHIPS AND SCHOOL SPIRIT, AS
WELL AS ITS COMMERCIALIZATION. THE AUTHOR USES CASE STUDIES AND INTERVIEWS WITH STUDENTS TO PAINT A DETAILED
PICTURE OF THE MUM’S PLACE IN CONTEMPORARY YOUTH LIFE.



Q. THe HisTorY ofF HomecomInG MuMm-MAKING: CRAFTSMANSHIP AND COMMUNITY

FOCUSING ON THE CRAFTSMANSHIP INVOLVED IN CREATING HOMECOMING MUMS, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE COMMUNITY ASPECT
OF MUM-MAKING TRADITIONS. |T SHEDS LIGHT ON THE FLORISTS, FAMILY MEMBERS, AND STUDENTS WHO COLLABORATE TO
PRODUCE THESE ELABORATE CREATIONS. THE NARRATIVE CELEBRATES THE SKILL, CREATIVITY, AND COMMUNAL BONDS THAT THE
MUM TRADITION FOSTERS.
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