
history of the greenbrier
history of the greenbrier traces the fascinating evolution of one of America's most iconic
resorts, nestled in the Appalachian Mountains of West Virginia. From its origins as a
mineral springs destination to its transformation into a grand hotel and a secret Cold War
bunker, the Greenbrier's past is rich with cultural, architectural, and political significance.
This article explores the resort’s development, notable events, and its unique role in
American history. Key highlights include the early settlement period, the rise of the
Greenbrier as a premier luxury hotel, its use during World War II and the Cold War, and
its ongoing legacy today. Understanding the history of the Greenbrier reveals much about
regional growth, tourism trends, and national security strategies throughout the 20th
century. The following sections provide a detailed examination of these pivotal moments
and their impact.

Origins and Early History

The Greenbrier as a Luxury Resort

The Greenbrier During Wartime

Post-War Expansion and Modern Developments

The Greenbrier’s Legacy and Cultural Impact

Origins and Early History
The history of the Greenbrier begins in the 18th century when the area was first settled by
European colonists. The region was originally inhabited by Native American tribes who
valued the natural mineral springs for their purported healing properties. Early settlers
recognized the therapeutic benefits of the springs, which soon attracted visitors seeking
health and relaxation. The name “Greenbrier” derives from the dense thickets of
greenbrier plants native to the area.

Native American and Early Settler Use
Before European settlement, local tribes such as the Shawnee frequented the Greenbrier
region, utilizing the mineral springs for medicinal purposes and as a gathering place. With
the arrival of settlers in the mid-1700s, the springs gained broader recognition. Settlers
established rudimentary facilities to accommodate travelers, marking the beginnings of
the area’s hospitality industry.



Development of Mineral Springs Resorts
By the early 19th century, the Greenbrier mineral springs had become a popular
destination among the American elite. Small inns and bathhouses were constructed,
emphasizing the health benefits of the sulfur-rich waters. This era set the stage for the
Greenbrier’s evolution into a full-fledged resort.

The Greenbrier as a Luxury Resort
The transformation of the Greenbrier into a luxury resort began in the mid-19th century
with the construction of the original hotel and expansion of guest amenities. The resort
capitalized on its scenic mountain setting, mineral springs, and tranquil environment to
attract wealthy visitors from across the country. Over time, the Greenbrier became
synonymous with opulence and refined Southern hospitality.

Construction of the Grand Hotel
In 1913, The Greenbrier Hotel was completed, designed to accommodate the increasing
number of affluent guests. The grand neoclassical architecture and extensive grounds
offered a luxurious retreat. The hotel featured elegant ballrooms, golf courses, and spa
facilities, solidifying its reputation as a premier destination.

Notable Guests and Social Events
Throughout its history, the Greenbrier welcomed numerous prominent figures, including
U.S. presidents, politicians, and celebrities. The resort hosted lavish social events, political
retreats, and exclusive gatherings, contributing to its high profile nationally. This era
highlighted the Greenbrier’s role as both a luxury resort and a social hub.

The Greenbrier During Wartime
The resort’s history took a dramatic turn during World War II when it was repurposed to
support the war effort. Its remote location and extensive facilities made it an ideal site for
government use. This period introduced a covert chapter in the Greenbrier’s history that
remained classified for decades.

World War II Military Hospital
During the Second World War, the Greenbrier was converted into a military hospital,
treating wounded soldiers returning from combat. The hotel’s spacious accommodations
and serene environment provided a therapeutic setting for recovery. This adaptation
demonstrated the resort’s flexibility and patriotic contribution.



The Cold War Bunker
Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of the history of the Greenbrier is the construction of a
secret Cold War bunker beneath the resort. Built in the late 1950s, the bunker was
designed to house the United States Congress in the event of a nuclear attack. The facility
remained undisclosed to the public until the early 1990s, underscoring the Greenbrier’s
unique place in national defense history.

Post-War Expansion and Modern Developments
After World War II, the Greenbrier resumed its operations as a luxury resort, undergoing
significant expansions and modernizations to meet changing guest expectations.
Investment in amenities, infrastructure, and marketing helped the resort maintain its
status amid growing competition in the hospitality industry.

Renovations and New Amenities
The mid-20th century saw the addition of state-of-the-art golf courses, tennis courts, and
spa services. The Greenbrier also expanded its conference facilities, appealing to both
leisure and business travelers. These improvements reflected broader trends in resort
development across the United States.

Ownership Changes and Preservation Efforts
The Greenbrier experienced several ownership transitions, each bringing new strategies
for growth and preservation. Efforts to maintain the historical integrity of the hotel and
grounds have been balanced with modernization initiatives. Preservation groups and local
stakeholders have played key roles in sustaining the resort’s heritage.

The Greenbrier’s Legacy and Cultural Impact
The history of the Greenbrier resonates beyond its immediate geographic area, influencing
tourism, architecture, and American culture. Its unique blend of natural beauty, luxury
hospitality, and historical intrigue continues to captivate visitors and historians alike.

Influence on Resort Culture
The Greenbrier helped set standards for luxury resorts in the Appalachian region and
throughout the United States. Its emphasis on wellness, recreation, and high-end service
contributed to the development of modern resort concepts. Many contemporary resorts
draw inspiration from the Greenbrier’s model.



The Greenbrier in Popular Culture
References to the Greenbrier appear in literature, film, and television, often highlighting
its elegance and secret history. The resort’s Cold War bunker has been the subject of
documentaries and books, adding to public fascination. This cultural presence perpetuates
the Greenbrier’s status as an American icon.

Key Highlights of the Greenbrier’s History

18th-century origins as a mineral springs site

Transformation into a luxury hotel in the early 1900s

Conversion to a military hospital during World War II

Construction of a secret Cold War bunker for Congress

Post-war expansions and modern resort amenities

Ongoing preservation and cultural significance

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of The Greenbrier
resort?
The Greenbrier is a historic luxury resort in West Virginia, known for its rich history
dating back to 1778 and its role as a retreat for presidents, dignitaries, and celebrities.

How did The Greenbrier get its name?
The Greenbrier was named after the greenbrier plants native to the region, and the area
was originally settled due to the natural springs that attracted visitors seeking healing
waters.

What role did The Greenbrier play during the Cold War?
During the Cold War, The Greenbrier housed a secret bunker known as 'The Bunker' or
'Project Greek Island,' designed to shelter members of the U.S. Congress in case of a
nuclear attack.



When was The Greenbrier first established as a resort?
The Greenbrier was established as a resort in the 1770s, with formal development
beginning in the 1850s, growing into a premier destination for luxury and recreation.

Which U.S. presidents have visited The Greenbrier?
Several U.S. presidents have visited The Greenbrier, including Dwight D. Eisenhower,
John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan, who used it as a retreat during their terms.

How has The Greenbrier evolved over the years?
The Greenbrier has evolved from a modest mineral spa to a world-class resort, expanding
its facilities to include golf courses, a casino, and extensive amenities while preserving its
historic charm.

Additional Resources
1. The Greenbrier: America's Resort
This book delves into the rich history of The Greenbrier, a luxurious resort nestled in the
Allegheny Mountains of West Virginia. It explores the resort's origins in the 18th century
and its evolution into a premier destination for presidents, celebrities, and travelers. The
narrative highlights its architectural grandeur and the cultural significance it holds in
American leisure history.

2. Secret Bunkers and Mountain Hideaways: The Greenbrier's Cold War Legacy
Focusing on The Greenbrier's unique role during the Cold War, this book reveals the
fascinating story of the underground bunker built to house Congress in the event of a
nuclear attack. It offers insights into the secret government operations and the resort's
transformation from a luxury getaway to a strategic military site.

3. Greenbrier Ghost: Legend and History from West Virginia
This book explores the folklore and historical events surrounding the Greenbrier region,
including the famous Greenbrier Ghost case. It combines documented history with local
legends, providing a captivating look at how the area's past intertwines with supernatural
tales and community identity.

4. The Greenbrier Sporting Legacy: Hunting and Fishing Through the Ages
Detailing the outdoor traditions that have shaped The Greenbrier's reputation, this book
covers the history of hunting, fishing, and sporting culture in the region. It discusses how
these activities have influenced local society, economy, and conservation efforts from early
settlers to the present day.

5. Architectural Treasures of The Greenbrier
This book offers an in-depth look at the distinctive architecture of The Greenbrier resort
and surrounding historic buildings. It traces the styles and architects that contributed to
its unique charm, highlighting preservation efforts and the importance of maintaining its
historic integrity.



6. From Frontier to Resort: The Greenbrier Valley in American History
Charting the transformation of the Greenbrier Valley, this book covers its development
from a rugged frontier area to a thriving resort destination. It details key historical
moments, including settlement patterns, economic changes, and the impact of tourism on
the region’s cultural landscape.

7. The Greenbrier and the Civil War
This volume explores The Greenbrier's role and experiences during the American Civil
War. It covers battles, troop movements, and the impact of the war on local communities,
providing a detailed account of how the conflict shaped the region’s history.

8. Hospitality and Heritage: The Greenbrier’s Social History
Focusing on the social aspects of The Greenbrier, this book examines the resort’s role as a
gathering place for social elites and its influence on Southern hospitality traditions. It also
discusses the staff’s stories and the evolving social dynamics over the decades.

9. The Greenbrier’s Natural History and Conservation
This book highlights the natural environment surrounding The Greenbrier, detailing its
flora, fauna, and conservation efforts. It links environmental preservation with the resort’s
history, emphasizing the balance between development and nature stewardship in the
region.
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