HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US

HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US TRACES A COMPLEX AND EVOLVING JOURNEY FROM ITS EARLY INTRODUCTION TO ITS CURRENT
STATUS AS ONE OF THE FASTEST-GROWING SPORTS IN THE COUNTRY. UNLIKE MANY TRADITIONAL AMERICAN SPORTS, SOCCER’S
GROWTH IN THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN MARKED BY PERIODS OF RAPID EXPANSION, DECLINE, AND REVIVAL. THE SPORT’S
DEVELOPMENT INCLUDES DIVERSE INFLUENCES, FROM IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES TO MAJOR LEAGUE FORMATIONS AND
INTERNATIONAL SUCCESSES. UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US REVEALS THE CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND
ECONOMIC FACTORS THAT HAVE SHAPED ITS TRAJECTORY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS OF SOCCER IN AMERICA, THE
CHALLENGES IT FACED, MAJOR MILESTONES, AND THE CONTEMPORARY LANDSCAPE OF THE SPORT. KEY MOMENTS SUCH AS THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF PROFESSIONAL LEAGUES, THE IMPACT OF W/ oRLD CUPS, AND THE RISE OF MAJOR LEAGUE Soccer (MLS)
ARE EXAMINED IN DETAIL. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY CONSIDERING THE SPORT’S FUTURE PROSPECTS IN THE UNITED STATES.

EARLY BEGINNINGS OF SOCCER IN THE UNITED STATES

THE GROWTH AND CHALLENGES OF SOCCER IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY

THE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND SOCCER’S REVIVAL

THeE FORMATION AND EVOLUTION oF MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER

Soccer’s CONTEMPORARY LANDSCAPE AND FUTURE IN THE US

EARLY BEGINNINGS OF SOCCER IN THE UNITED STATES

THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US BEGINS IN THE LATE 19 TH CENTURY, WITH THE SPORT INTRODUCED PRIMARILY THROUGH
EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS WHO BROUGHT THEIR PASSION AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE GAME. SOCCER WAS INITIALLY PLAYED IN
SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY IN CITIES WITH LARGE POPULATIONS FROM ENGLAND,
SCOTLAND, [RELAND, AND GERMANY. THE FIRST RECORDED SOCCER GAMES IN THE US DATE BACK To THE 1860s anp 1870s,
WITH VARIOUS AMATEUR CLUBS FORMING TO ORGANIZE MATCHES.

ORIGINS AND INTRODUCTION BY IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES

IMMIGRANT GROUPS PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PLANTING THE ROOTS OF SOCCER IN THE US. THEY ESTABLISHED CLUBS,
LEAGUES, AND TOURNAMENTS THAT HELPED SPREAD THE GAME BEYOND ETHNIC ENCLAVES. THE ARRIVAL OF BRITISH \WORKERS
AND IMMIGRANTS IN INDUSTRIAL CITIES LIKE PHILADELPHIA, New YORK, AND BOSTON FACILITATED THE EARLY ADOPTION OF THE
SPORT. THESE COMMUNITIES OFTEN FORMED TEAMS ASSOCIATED WITH WORKPLACES, SOCIAL CLUBS, OR ETHNIC
ORGANIZATIONS.

ESTABLISHMENT OF EARLY SOCCER ORGANIZATIONS

ONE OF THE EARLIEST FORMAL SOCCER ORGANIZATIONS IN THE US WAS THE AMERICAN FOOTBALL AssociaTion (AFA),
FOUNDED IN 1884. IT AIMED TO STANDARDIZE RULES AND ORGANIZE COMPETITIONS, PRIMARILY IN THE NORTHEASTERN STATES.
LATER, THE UNITED STATES FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION (NOoW THE UNITED STATES SOCCER FEDERATION) WAS ESTABLISHED IN
1913 TO OVERSEE THE SPORT NATIONALLY. THESE ORGANIZATIONS WERE ESSENTIAL IN STRUCTURING THE GAME AND GAINING
INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION.



THE GROWTH AND CHALLENGES OF SOCCER IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY

DURING THE EARLY ]QOOS, THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US WAS CHARACTERIZED BY GRADUAL GROWTH BUT ALSO
SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES. SOCCER COMPETED WITH DOMINANT AMERICAN SPORTS LIKE BASEBALL, FOOTBALL, AND BASKETBALL
FOR ATTENTION AND RESOURCES. DESPITE THESE OBSTACLES, THE SPORT MAINTAINED A LOYAL FOLLOWING, ESPECIALLY AMONG
IMMIGRANT POPULATIONS AND COLLEGE TEAMS.

DevELOPMENT OF ReGIONAL LEAGUES AND COMPETITIONS

SEVERAL REGIONAL LEAGUES EMERGED, INCLUDING THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE (NAFBL) AND THE
AMERICAN SOCCER LEAGUE (ASL ), WHICH ENJOYED PERIODS OF POPULARITY IN THE 1920s AND EARLY 1930s. THeSE
LEAGUES ATTRACTED TALENTED PLAYERS AND HELPED RAISE THE PROFILE OF SOCCER. HOWEVER, FINANCIAL INSTABILITY, LACK
OF WIDESPREAD MEDIA COVERAGE, AND ORGANIZATIONAL DISPUTES HINDERED CONSISTENT GROWTH.

IMPACT oF WORLD EVENTS AND EcoNoMIC FACTORS

THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND W/ ORLD W AR || SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED SOCCER’S EXPANSION. MANY LEAGUES DISSOLVED DUE
TO ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS, AND THE FOCUS OF AMERICAN SPORTS SHIFTED FURTHER AWAY FROM SOCCER. ADDITIONALLY,
SOCCER WAS OFTEN PERCEIVED AS A FOREIGN SPORT, LIMITING ITS APPEAL AMONG MAINSTREAM AMERICAN AUDIENCES. DESPITE
THESE CHALLENGES, GRASSROOTS SOCCER CONTINUED TO FLOURISH, ESPECIALLY IN IMMIGRANT-DENSE URBAN AREAS.

THE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND SOCCER’s REVIVAL

THE INTERNATIONAL STAGE PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN REVITALIZING INTEREST IN SOCCER IN THE US. PARTICIPATION IN THE FIFA
W/ orLD CUP AND HOSTING INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS HELPED RAISE THE SPORT’S PROFILE AND INSPIRED NEW GENERATIONS
OF PLAYERS AND FANS. THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US REFLECTS THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE EVENTS IN TRANSFORMING
PERCEPTIONS AND EXPANDING THE GAME’S REACH.

US PARTICIPATION IN EARLY WorLD Cups

THE UNITED STATES MADE A NOTABLE IMPRESSION BY REACHING THE SEMIFINALS IN THE INAUGURAL FIFA WorLd Cup IN
1930. ALTHOUGH SOCCER’S POPULARITY REMAINED LIMITED, THIS ACHIEVEMENT DEMONSTRATED THE COUNTRY’S POTENTIAL
ON THE GLOBAL STAGE. SUBSEQUENT W oRLD CUP APPEARANCES WERE SPORADIC BUT CONTRIBUTED TO SUSTAINING INTEREST
IN THE SPORT.

HosTING THE 1994 FIFA WorLb Cup

THe 1994 FIFA N orLb CuP, HOSTED BY THE UNITED STATES, MARKED A TURNING POINT IN THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE
US. THE TOURNAMENT ATTRACTED LARGE CROWDS AND \WIDESPREAD MEDIA ATTENTION, SHOWCASING SOCCER’S APPEAL TO A
BROAD AUDIENCE. THE SUCCESS OF THIS EVENT LED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER AS A PROFESSIONAL
LEAGUE DESIGNED TO CAPITALIZE ON THE GROWING INTEREST IN THE SPORT.

THeE FORMATION AND EvoLUTION oF MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER

THE CREATION OF MAJor LEAGUE Soccer (MLS) IN 1996 WAS A LANDMARK MOMENT IN THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US.
MLS PROVIDED A STABLE, PROFESSIONAL PLATFORM FOR THE SPORT TO GROW DOMESTICALLY, ATTRACTING INTERNATIONAL
STARS AND DEVELOPING AMERICAN TALENT. THE LEAGUE’S EVOLUTION HAS BEEN INTEGRAL TO SOCCER’S INCREASING
POPULARITY AND COMMERCIAL SUCCESS.



MLS INCEPTION AND EARLY YEARS

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER BEGAN WITH TEN TEAMS AND FACED INITIAL CHALLENGES SUCH AS LOW ATTENDANCE AND LIMITED MEDIA
COVERAGE. HO\X/EVER, THE LEAGUE FOCUSED ON BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE, YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, AND FAN ENGAGEMENT. THE
INTRODUCTION OF SOCCER-SPECIFIC STADIUMS AND IMPROVED MARKETING STRATEGIES HELPED MLS GAIN A FOOTHOLD IN THE
COMPETITIVE AMERICAN SPORTS MARKET.

ExPANSION AND GROWTH OF THE LEAGUE

MLS HAS EXPANDED STEADILY, GROWING TO OVER 25 TEAMS BY THE EARLY 2020s. THE LEAGUE HAS ATTRACTED HIGH-
PROFILE INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS AND HAS BECOME A CRITICAL PATHWAY FOR AMERICAN PLAYERS ASPIRING TO COMPETE AT
THE HIGHEST LEVELS. ADDITIONALLY, MLS HAS FOSTERED INTENSE RIVALRIES AND VIBRANT FAN CULTURES, CONTRIBUTING TO
THE SPORT’S BROADER CULTURAL INTEGRATION IN THE US.

INCREASED INVESTMENT IN YOUTH ACADEMIES
® PARTNERSHIPS WITH INTERNATIONAL CLUBS
® ENHANCED BROADCAST DEALS AND MEDIA PRESENCE

e DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN'S SOCCER AND RELATED LEAGUES

Soccer’s CONTEMPORARY LANDSCAPE AND FUTURE IN THE US

ToDAY, THE HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE US IS MARKED BY UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH IN PARTICIPATION, VIEWERSHIP, AND
COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES. SOCCER HAS BECOME EMBEDDED IN THE AMERICAN SPORTS FABRIC, WITH MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER,
THE NATIONAL \WOMEN’S Soccer LEAGUE (NW/SL), AND YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAMS THRIVING NATIONWIDE. THE SPORT’S
FUTURE LOOKS PROMISING AS IT CONTINUES TO EXPAND ITS FAN BASE AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

POPULARITY AND PARTICIPATION TRENDS

SOCCER IS NOW ONE OF THE MOST PLAYED SPORTS AMONG AMERICAN YOUTH, REFLECTING ITS WIDESPREAD APPEAL. THE
GROWTH OF SOCCER-SPECIFIC STADIUMS, IMPROVED COACHING, AND INCREASED MEDIA COVERAGE HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS
TREND. ADDITIONALLY, MULTICULTURAL INFLUENCES AND GLOBAL CONNECTIVITY HAVE ENRICHED SOCCER’S PRESENCE IN THE US.

UPcoMING EVENTS AND PROSPECTS

THE UNITED STATES IS SET TO Co-HOST THE 2026 FIFA WorLd Cup, ALONG WITH CANADA AND MEXICO, WHICH IS
EXPECTED TO FURTHER ELEVATE THE SPORT’S PROFILE DOMESTICALLY. THIS EVENT, COMBINED WITH ONGOING INVESTMENTS IN
GRASSROOTS AND PROFESSIONAL SOCCER, SIGNALS A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR THE GAME. CONTINUED FOCUS ON DIVERSITY,
INCLUSION, AND DEVELOPMENT WILL BE CRUCIAL IN SUSTAINING SOCCER’S MOMENTUM IN THE US.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\X/HEN WAS SOCCER FIRST INTRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATES?

SOCCER WAS FIRST INTRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, WITH ORGANIZED MATCHES AND CLUBS



FORMING IN THE 1860s anp 1870s.

\WHAT ROLE DID THE UNITED STATES SOCCER FEDERATION PLAY IN THE HISTORY OF
SOCCER IN THE US?

Founpep IN 1913, THE UNITED STATES SOCCER FEDERATION HAS BEEN THE GOVERNING BODY RESPONSIBLE FOR ORGANIZING
THE NATIONAL TEAMS, PROMOTING THE SPORT, AND DEVELOPING SOCCER INFRASTRUCTURE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

How pip THE 1994 FIFA WorLd CUP IMPACT THE POPULARITY OF SOCCER IN THE
uUsS?

THE 1994 FIFA \WorLd CUP, HOSTED BY THE UNITED STATES, SIGNIFICANTLY BOOSTED SOCCER'S POPULARITY BY EXPOSING
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS TO HIGH-LEVEL INTERNATIONAL SOCCER AND LEADING TO THE CREATION OF MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
(MLS) N 1996.

\W/HAT CHALLENGES DID SOCCER FACE IN GAINING POPULARITY IN THE US COMPARED TO
OTHER SPORTS?

SOCCER FACED CHALLENGES SUCH AS COMPETITION FROM ESTABLISHED SPORTS LIKE AMERICAN FOOTBALL, BASEBALL, AND
BASKETBALL, LIMITED MEDIA COVERAGE, AND LACK OF PROFESSIONAL LEAGUES UNTIL THE 1990s, WHICH SLOWED ITS GROWTH
IN THE US.

How HAS MAJor LEAGUE Soccer (MLS) CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SOCCER IN THE UNITED STATES?

SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 1996, MLS HAS PROVIDED A PROFESSIONAL PLATFORM FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS,
HELPED GROW YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAMS, INCREASED FAN ENGAGEMENT, AND ELEVATED THE OVERALL STANDARD AND VISIBILITY
OF SOCCER IN THE US.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Soccer IN A FooTBALL WoORLD: THE STORY OF AMERICA’S FORGOTTEN GAME

THIS Book BY DAVID W/ ANGERIN EXPLORES THE EARLY HISTORY OF SOCCER IN THE UNITED STATES, A PERIOD WHEN THE SPORT
STRUGGLED TO FIND ITS FOOTING AMIDST THE DOMINANCE OF AMERICAN FOOTBALL AND BASEBALL. |T DELVES INTO THE
CULTURAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS THAT SHAPED THE GAME'S DEVELOPMENT AND HIGHLIGHTS KEY FIGURES AND TEAMS THAT LAID
THE GROUNDWORK FOR MODERN AMERICAN SOCCER. THIS NARRATIVE OFFERS A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF SOCCER'S CHALLENGES
AND TRIUMPHS IN THE U.S. FROM THE LATE 19TH CENTURY THROUGH THE MID-20TH CENTURY.

2. AmericAN Soccer: HisTory, CuLTuRE, CLASS

WRITTEN BY ROGER ALLAWAY AND STEVE W AGG, THIS BOOK EXAMINES SOCCER'S PLACE WITHIN AMERICAN SOCIETY,
FOCUSING ON ITS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND THE CLASS DYNAMICS INFLUENCING ITS GROWTH. |T PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW OF HOW SOCCER EVOLVED FROM IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES TO A MAINSTREAM SPORT. THE AUTHORS ANALYZE THE
INTERSECTIONS OF ETHNICITY, IDENTITY, AND SPORT, OFFERING INSIGHTS INTO THE DIVERSE ROOTS OF U.S. soccer.

3. Soccer IN AMERICA: THE BEAUTIFUL GAME

GEOFFREY DOUGLAS OFFERS A COMPELLING NARRATIVE TRACING THE RISE OF SOCCER IN THE UNITED STATES FROM OBSCURITY
TO ITS CURRENT POPULARITY. THE BOOK COVERS PIVOTAL MOMENTS SUCH AS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PROFESSIONAL LEAGUES
AND THE IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS HOSTED IN THE U.S. [T ALSO PROFILES INFLUENTIAL PLAYERS AND COACHES
\WHO HELPED POPULARIZE THE SPORT NATIONW/IDE.

4. WHen FooTsALL WaS Soccer: THE EARLY YEARS OF AMERICA’S FORGOTTEN GAME, 1869-1969

BY RICHARD W/. POUND, THIS BOOK DIVES INTO THE CENTURY-LONG HISTORY OF SOCCER BEFORE IT GAINED WIDESPREAD
RECOGNITION IN THE U.S. |T DETAILS THE SPORT’S EARLY RULES, COMPETITIONS, AND THE GRADUAL SHIFT FROM BEING CALLED
“FOOTBALL” TO “SOCCER.” THE NARRATIVE SHEDS LIGHT ON THE SPORT’S STRUGGLE FOR LEGITIMACY AND THE COMMUNITIES



THAT KEPT IT ALIVE DURING ITS FORMATIVE YEARS.

5. THe UNITED STATES OF SOCCER: THE HISTORY, POLITICS, AND FUTURE OF AMERICA’S GAME

THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW SOCCER INTERSECTS WITH AMERICAN POLITICS AND SOCIETY, ADDRESSING ISSUES SUCH AS
IMMIGRATION, RACE, AND GLOBALIZATION. |T PROVIDES A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW ALONGSIDE CONTEMPORARY ANALYSIS, MAKING
IT RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING BOTH THE PAST AND FUTURE TRAJECTORY OF SOCCER IN THE U.S. THE AUTHOR ARGUES
THAT SOCCER REFLECTS BROADER SOCIAL CHANGES IN THE COUNTRY.

6. GoAL: A CULTURAL HisTorY OF AMERICAN SOCCER

JEFFREY HILL’S WORK FOCUSES ON THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF SOCCER IN AMERICA, TRACING ITS EVOLUTION THROUGH MEDIA,
FANDOM, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS KEY MOMENTS THAT CHANGED PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS AND
INCREASED THE SPORT’S VISIBILITY. |IT ALSO EXAMINES HOW SOCCER HAS INFLUENCED AND BEEN INFLUENCED BY AMERICAN
IDENTITY AND POPULAR CULTURE.

7. OFFsIDE: SOCCER AND AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM

THIS BoOK BY ANDREI S. MARKOVITS AND STEVEN L. HELLERMAN CRITIQUES THE NOTION THAT SOCCER IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH
AMERICAN SPORTS CULTURE. THEY EXPLORE THE HISTORICAL RESISTANCE TO SOCCER AND HOW THE SPORT HAS GRADUALLY
CARVED OUT ITS PLACE IN A NATION DOMINATED BY OTHER ATHLETIC TRADITIONS. THE AUTHORS USE HISTORICAL DATA AND
CULTURAL ANALYSIS TO ARGUE FOR SOCCER’S GROWING ACCEPTANCE IN THE U.S.

8. THE AMERICAN SoCCER GUIDE: HISTORY, RECORDS, AND STATS

A COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE BOOK THAT COMPILES HISTORICAL DATA, RECORDS, AND STATISTICS RELATED TO SOCCER IN THE
UNITED STATES. IT SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR FANS AND RESEARCHERS INTERESTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
SPORT AT VARIOUS LEVELS, FROM AMATEUR LEAGUES TO PROFESSIONAL COMPETITIONS. THE GUIDE CONTEXTUALIZES THE
NUMBERS WITH NARRATIVE INSIGHTS INTO KEY EVENTS AND MILESTONES.

9. Kickorr: How Soccer SHAPED AMERICA

THIS BOOK TRACES THE TRANSFORMATIVE ROLE OF SOCCER IN AMERICAN SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW THE
SPORT HAS UNITED DIVERSE COMMUNITIES AND INFLUENCED YOUTH DEVELOPMENT. |T COVERS THE GROWTH OF SOCCER
INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING YOUTH PROGRAMS, COLLEGIATE SOCCER, AND PROFESSIONAL LEAGUES. THE AUTHOR EMPHASIZES
SOCCER’S CONTRIBUTION TO AMERICAN DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION THROUGH SPORT.
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