
history of ruby falls

history of ruby falls traces the fascinating story of one of the most remarkable natural attractions in the

United States. Located deep within Lookout Mountain near Chattanooga, Tennessee, Ruby Falls is a

stunning underground waterfall that has captivated visitors for nearly a century. This article explores

the origins of Ruby Falls, the adventurous discovery process, the geological significance of the site,

and its development into a popular tourist destination. Understanding the history of Ruby Falls provides

insight into the ingenuity and determination behind uncovering this hidden natural wonder. Additionally,

the article covers the cultural and economic impact of Ruby Falls on the Chattanooga region over time.

Through a detailed examination of its historical timeline, visitors and history enthusiasts alike can

appreciate the legacy of this unique cavern and waterfall. The following sections outline the key

aspects of Ruby Falls’ history and its place in American natural heritage.

Discovery and Early Exploration

Geological Formation of Ruby Falls

Development as a Tourist Attraction

Cultural and Economic Impact

Discovery and Early Exploration

The history of Ruby Falls begins with its discovery in the late 1920s, a time when exploration of

Lookout Mountain was gaining momentum. The falls were found by Leo Lambert, a cave enthusiast

and entrepreneur, who was determined to open a new passageway to the underground waterfall. Prior

to the discovery, Lookout Mountain was known for its extensive cave systems, but the waterfall itself

had remained hidden. Lambert’s work involved blasting and drilling into the mountain to create a

tunnel that would allow access to the cavern containing the waterfall.



Leo Lambert’s Role

Leo Lambert was a pivotal figure in the history of Ruby Falls. As a caver and businessman, he saw

the potential for a spectacular underground attraction. After securing permission and investing

significant effort and resources, Lambert successfully led the team that uncovered the 145-foot

waterfall in 1928. To honor his wife, who was named Ruby, he named the waterfall Ruby Falls.

Lambert’s vision and perseverance were instrumental in transforming the natural feature into a site

accessible to the public.

Initial Challenges and Safety Measures

Opening the cave to visitors involved numerous challenges, including ensuring the safety of explorers

and tourists in an underground environment. Early explorers had to navigate narrow passages,

unstable rock formations, and limited lighting. The construction of safe walkways, lighting systems, and

ventilation was essential to make the cave visitor-friendly. These improvements marked the beginning

of Ruby Falls as a commercial site and set standards for future cave tourism.

Geological Formation of Ruby Falls

The geological story behind Ruby Falls adds depth to its historical importance. The waterfall is located

within a limestone cave, formed over millions of years through natural processes of erosion and water

movement. Understanding the geology helps explain how the falls came to be and why the site

remains a significant geological feature today.

Limestone Cave Formation

The caves of Lookout Mountain, including the chamber housing Ruby Falls, were created by the

dissolution of limestone rock. Rainwater, slightly acidic from absorbing carbon dioxide, seeped through

cracks and fissures in the rock, gradually enlarging them into caves and caverns. This process, known

as chemical weathering, took place over several million years, resulting in the extensive cave system

characteristic of the region.



The Waterfall’s Unique Characteristics

Ruby Falls itself is a rare underground waterfall, with water cascading approximately 145 feet into a

natural pool. The source of the water is a natural spring that feeds into the cave system. Unlike many

waterfalls exposed to the elements, Ruby Falls is sheltered underground, preserving its pristine

condition. Its height and underground location make it one of the tallest and most spectacular

subterranean waterfalls open to the public in the United States.

Development as a Tourist Attraction

After its discovery, Ruby Falls quickly evolved into a major tourist destination. The development

process included installing visitor amenities, marketing the attraction, and expanding the infrastructure

to accommodate growing numbers of tourists. This section reviews the steps taken to transform Ruby

Falls from a hidden natural wonder into a well-known landmark.

Early Tourism and Marketing

In the years following the waterfall’s discovery, promoters highlighted Ruby Falls as a must-see

attraction in the southeastern United States. Advertisements emphasized the thrill of descending deep

into Lookout Mountain to witness the awe-inspiring underground waterfall. Early tours were guided,

providing educational commentary about the cave’s geology and history. This approach helped

establish Ruby Falls as both an entertaining and informative destination.

Infrastructure and Visitor Experience Enhancements

To improve visitor safety and comfort, significant investments were made in infrastructure. Walkways,

staircases, and viewing platforms were constructed to allow easy access to the falls. Electric lighting

was installed to illuminate the cave’s interior and highlight geological formations. Over time, additional

facilities such as gift shops, parking areas, and visitor centers were added to enhance the overall

guest experience.



Recognition and Awards

Ruby Falls has received numerous accolades recognizing it as a premier natural attraction. Its

combination of natural beauty, accessibility, and historical significance has earned it a place among

America’s notable caves and waterfalls. These honors have helped maintain its popularity and ensure

ongoing preservation efforts.

Cultural and Economic Impact

The history of Ruby Falls is also a story of its influence on the local community and economy. The

attraction has played a vital role in Chattanooga’s tourism industry and has contributed to cultural

awareness and education about natural history.

Economic Contributions

Since its opening, Ruby Falls has generated substantial economic benefits for the Chattanooga region.

The influx of tourists supports local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, and retail shops.

Employment opportunities related to the attraction itself range from tour guides to maintenance staff,

contributing to the area's economic stability. Seasonal events and special programs hosted at Ruby

Falls further stimulate local commerce.

Cultural Significance and Education

Ruby Falls serves as an educational resource that promotes understanding of geology, natural history,

and environmental conservation. School groups and visitors learn about cave ecosystems, rock

formations, and the importance of preserving natural landmarks. The site also fosters community pride

by highlighting a unique aspect of Chattanooga’s heritage.

Ongoing Preservation Efforts

Maintaining the integrity of Ruby Falls and its surrounding cave system is a priority for operators and

conservationists. Efforts include monitoring water quality, controlling visitor impact, and conducting

regular maintenance to prevent environmental degradation. These preservation initiatives ensure that



future generations can continue to experience the wonder of Ruby Falls.

Promoting sustainable tourism practices

Collaborating with geological and environmental organizations

Educating the public on conservation importance

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of Ruby Falls and when was it discovered?

Ruby Falls was discovered in 1928 by Leo Lambert, a Chattanooga businessman and cave explorer,

while he was drilling a tunnel to open Lookout Mountain to the public.

Why is Ruby Falls named 'Ruby Falls'?

Ruby Falls was named after Leo Lambert's wife, Ruby Lambert, as a tribute to her when the waterfall

was first opened to the public in 1930.

How was Ruby Falls formed geologically?

Ruby Falls is an underground waterfall formed over thousands of years by the natural erosion of

limestone rock by water seeping through Lookout Mountain.

What makes Ruby Falls historically significant as a tourist attraction?

Ruby Falls is historically significant because it was one of the first major underground waterfalls to be

commercialized and opened to the public, attracting visitors since 1930.



Who was Leo Lambert and what role did he play in the history of Ruby

Falls?

Leo Lambert was a cave explorer and entrepreneur who discovered Ruby Falls and developed it into a

popular tourist destination by creating a tunnel and opening it to the public.

How has Ruby Falls contributed to the local history and economy of

Chattanooga?

Ruby Falls has contributed greatly to Chattanooga's local history and economy by becoming a major

tourist attraction, promoting tourism, creating jobs, and boosting local businesses since its opening.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Ruby Falls: A Geological and Cultural History

This book delves into the natural formation of Ruby Falls, exploring the geological processes that

shaped the cave and waterfall deep within Lookout Mountain. It also examines the cultural significance

of the falls to Native American tribes and early settlers in the region. Richly illustrated with historical

photographs and geological diagrams, it offers a comprehensive overview of Ruby Falls' origins.

2. Discovering the Depths: The Exploration of Ruby Falls

Focusing on the early 20th-century explorations, this book chronicles the discovery of Ruby Falls by

Leo Lambert in 1928. It details the challenges and triumphs of the cave divers and spelunkers who

first mapped the underground waterfall. The narrative captures the adventurous spirit and innovation

that led to Ruby Falls becoming a public attraction.

3. Ruby Falls and the Rise of Tourism in Chattanooga

This volume explores how Ruby Falls contributed to the growth of tourism in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

It traces the marketing strategies and infrastructure developments that transformed the falls into a

major tourist destination. The book also highlights the economic and social impacts of tourism on the



local community.

4. Engineering Marvels Beneath Lookout Mountain: The Construction of Ruby Falls

An in-depth look at the engineering feats involved in making Ruby Falls accessible to the public. The

book covers the construction of tunnels, lighting systems, and visitor facilities inside the cave. It

provides insights into the technological innovations of the early 20th century that made underground

tourism possible.

5. Legends and Lore of Ruby Falls

This book compiles the myths, legends, and folklore surrounding Ruby Falls, from Native American

stories to modern urban legends. It explores how these tales have shaped public perception and

added a mystical aura to the natural wonder. Readers will find a blend of history and storytelling that

brings the falls to life.

6. Ruby Falls Through the Decades: A Photographic History

Featuring a curated collection of photographs spanning nearly a century, this book showcases Ruby

Falls' evolution. It highlights changes in visitor experiences, promotional materials, and the surrounding

environment. The visual history provides a unique perspective on how the attraction has grown and

adapted over time.

7. Women of Ruby Falls: Pioneers and Stewards

Highlighting the often-overlooked contributions of women in the history of Ruby Falls, this book profiles

key female figures who played roles in its discovery, preservation, and promotion. It sheds light on

their leadership and dedication in a male-dominated field. The narrative celebrates their impact on the

legacy of Ruby Falls.

8. The Environmental Impact of Ruby Falls Tourism

This book investigates the ecological consequences of opening Ruby Falls to the public. It discusses

conservation efforts, challenges in balancing tourism with environmental protection, and ongoing

initiatives to preserve the cave’s natural state. The work provides a critical look at sustainable tourism

practices.



9. Ruby Falls in Popular Culture: From Postcards to Films

Examining Ruby Falls' presence in media and popular culture, this book traces its appearances in

postcards, advertisements, movies, and television shows. It analyzes how the falls have been

portrayed and mythologized over time. The study offers insight into the cultural significance of Ruby

Falls beyond its physical location.
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