history of redwood city

history of redwood city is a fascinating journey through time that reveals the rich cultural,
economic, and social development of this vibrant city located in San Mateo County, California. From
its early indigenous inhabitants and Spanish colonial influence to its transformation into a bustling
port and modern tech hub, Redwood City's history is marked by significant events and milestones.
This article explores the origins of Redwood City, its growth during the 19th and 20th centuries, and
its evolution into the dynamic community it is today. Understanding the history of Redwood City
provides valuable insight into the broader historical context of the San Francisco Peninsula and the
Bay Area. The following sections will delve into the city’s indigenous roots, its role in the lumber
industry, the impact of the railroad, and its contemporary developments. This comprehensive
overview aims to offer a detailed and authoritative account of the history of Redwood City,
highlighting key moments that have shaped its identity and growth.
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Early Indigenous and Spanish Period

Indigenous Peoples and Original Inhabitants

The area now known as Redwood City was originally inhabited by the Ohlone people, a Native
American group that lived along the San Francisco Peninsula for thousands of years before European
contact. The Ohlone relied on the abundant natural resources of the region, including the bay, forests,
and fertile lands, for fishing, hunting, and gathering. Their settlements were characterized by
seasonal movements and a deep connection to the environment, which played a significant role in
shaping the early human history of Redwood City and its surroundings.

Spanish Exploration and Mission Era

Spanish explorers arrived in the late 18th century, marking the beginning of European influence in the
region. The Spanish established missions throughout California, including Mission San Francisco de
Asis (Mission Dolores), which was relatively close to present-day Redwood City. Although Redwood
City itself was not the site of a mission, the Spanish colonization efforts impacted the native
populations and land use patterns in the area. The introduction of ranching, agriculture, and European



settlement practices began to alter the landscape significantly during this period.

Development as a Lumber and Port Town

Rise of the Lumber Industry

Redwood City’s location near vast redwood forests made it a prime center for the lumber industry
during the mid-19th century. The city’s name derives from the towering redwood trees that were
extensively harvested for construction and shipbuilding. Logging camps, sawmills, and timber yards
flourished, attracting workers and businesses focused on the exploitation and processing of these
natural resources. The lumber industry was the economic backbone of Redwood City, fostering rapid
growth and establishing its identity as a port town.

Establishment of Redwood City as a Port

Redwood City’s deep-water port on the San Francisco Bay was crucial for shipping lumber and other
goods. As timber was cut and processed, it was transported by ship to markets along the West Coast
and beyond. The port facilities evolved to accommodate increasing trade, positioning Redwood City
as an important commercial hub in the region. This maritime infrastructure supported other industries
as well, including shipbuilding and repair, further strengthening the city’s economic foundation.

Impact of the Railroad and Economic Growth

Arrival of the Railroad

The extension of the railroad to Redwood City in the late 19th century marked a pivotal moment in
the city’s history. Rail connections linked the city to San Francisco, San Jose, and other parts of
California, facilitating the efficient transport of goods and passengers. This connectivity accelerated
Redwood City’s industrial development and urbanization by expanding markets and attracting new
residents and investors.

Economic Diversification and Population Growth

With improved transportation infrastructure, Redwood City began to diversify its economy beyond
lumber. Manufacturing, shipping, and retail sectors expanded, while residential neighborhoods grew
to accommodate an increasing population. The city developed civic institutions and public services,
including schools, libraries, and parks, reflecting its transition from a primarily industrial port town to
a thriving urban center. Economic opportunities attracted a mix of ethnic groups, contributing to the
city’s cultural diversity.



20th Century Urban Expansion and Modernization

Suburban Development and Infrastructure

Throughout the 20th century, Redwood City experienced significant suburban expansion fueled by
post-World War Il population growth and increased automobile ownership. New housing
developments, commercial centers, and public facilities were constructed to meet the needs of a
growing community. Infrastructure improvements such as roads, bridges, and utilities supported this
expansion, transforming Redwood City into a modern suburban city within the San Francisco Bay Area
metropolitan region.

Civic and Cultural Progress

Redwood City also made strides in cultural and civic development during the 20th century. The city
invested in arts, education, and community services, creating venues and programs that enhanced
residents’ quality of life. Efforts to preserve historic sites and natural areas underscored a growing
awareness of the city’s heritage. These initiatives contributed to a balanced growth strategy that
combined modernization with respect for history and environment.

Contemporary Redwood City and Technological
Advances

Technology Sector Growth

In recent decades, Redwood City has emerged as a significant player in Silicon Valley’s technology
landscape. The city has attracted numerous tech companies, startups, and innovation centers,
leveraging its strategic location and skilled workforce. This technological boom has driven economic
growth and urban revitalization, transforming Redwood City into a vibrant, forward-looking
community. The history of Redwood City in this era reflects a shift from traditional industries to
knowledge-based and digital economies.

Urban Renewal and Sustainable Development

Contemporary urban planning in Redwood City emphasizes sustainability, smart growth, and quality
of life. Redevelopment projects focus on mixed-use developments, public transit improvements, and
green spaces. The city’s commitment to environmental stewardship ties back to its historical
relationship with the natural landscape. These efforts illustrate how Redwood City continues to evolve
while honoring its unique past and preparing for future challenges.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the name 'Redwood City'?

Redwood City was named after the redwood trees that were abundant in the area during its early
settlement.

When was Redwood City founded?
Redwood City was founded in 1854.

What role did the lumber industry play in Redwood City's
history?

The lumber industry was central to Redwood City's early economy, with redwood logging and milling
driving growth and development in the 19th century.

How did Redwood City become the county seat of San Mateo
County?

Redwood City was designated the county seat of San Mateo County in 1856 due to its central location
and economic importance.

What historical significance does the San Mateo County
Courthouse hold in Redwood City?

The San Mateo County Courthouse, built in 1910, is a historic landmark in Redwood City symbolizing
its role as the county seat and a center of governance.



How did the arrival of the railroad impact Redwood City's
development?

The arrival of the railroad in the late 19th century boosted Redwood City's economy by improving
transportation of lumber and goods, facilitating trade and population growth.

What are some notable historical landmarks in Redwood City?

Notable historical landmarks in Redwood City include the San Mateo County History Museum, the Fox
Theatre, and the old courthouse, all reflecting the city's rich heritage.

Additional Resources

1. Redwood City: A Historical Overview

This book offers a comprehensive look at the founding and development of Redwood City, from its
early days as a port town to its rise as a technological hub. It covers key events, influential figures,
and the city's evolving landscape, providing readers with a thorough understanding of Redwood City's
past.

2. From Timber to Technology: The Redwood City Story

Tracing the transformation of Redwood City, this book explores the shift from its timber and shipping
industries to becoming part of Silicon Valley's tech boom. The narrative highlights economic changes
and how the community adapted over time, reflecting broader trends in California history.

3. Redwood City and the Peninsula: A Regional History

Focusing on Redwood City's role within the larger San Francisco Peninsula, this book examines
regional interactions, transportation developments, and cultural exchanges. It places Redwood City
within a wider geographical and historical context, shedding light on its significance in the Bay Area.

4. Pioneers of Redwood City: Early Settlers and Their Legacy

This volume delves into the lives of Redwood City's first settlers and their contributions to shaping the
city. Through personal stories and archival research, readers gain insight into the challenges and
triumphs of the pioneer era.

5. Redwood City's Waterfront: Evolution of a Port Town

Detailing the history of Redwood City's waterfront, this book discusses its importance as a shipping
and trading center. It also explores the environmental and economic changes that have affected the
waterfront area over the decades.

6. The Cultural Tapestry of Redwood City

Highlighting the diverse communities that have settled in Redwood City, this book explores
immigration patterns, cultural festivals, and social movements. It illustrates how the city's
multicultural heritage has shaped its identity.

7. Redwood City's Architectural Heritage

This book surveys the architectural styles found in Redwood City, from Victorian homes to modern
public buildings. It emphasizes preservation efforts and the stories behind notable structures, offering
a visual journey through the city's built environment.



8. Economic Growth and Social Change in Redwood City

Examining the interplay between economic development and social dynamics, this book discusses
labor history, education, and urban planning. It provides an analysis of how economic trends have
influenced community life in Redwood City.

9. Redwood City: Stories from the Heart of Silicon Valley

Focusing on Redwood City's role within Silicon Valley, this book narrates the rise of the tech industry
and its impact on the local population. It combines personal anecdotes, business histories, and
technological milestones to portray the city's modern evolution.
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