
history of oral roberts university

history of oral roberts university traces the development of one of America's distinctive private Christian
institutions dedicated to higher education. Founded by the evangelist Oral Roberts in 1963, Oral Roberts
University (ORU) has grown from a modest theological school into a comprehensive university offering a
wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs. This article explores the origins, growth, and
significant milestones in the history of Oral Roberts University, highlighting its mission, campus
development, and academic evolution. Additionally, it examines the university's unique spiritual emphasis
and its impact on both students and the broader community. The history of Oral Roberts University reflects
a blend of faith-based education and academic rigor, making it a notable institution in the landscape of
American Christian universities. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered in
this article.

Founding and Early Years

Campus Development and Expansion

Academic Programs and Growth

Spiritual Emphasis and Campus Life

Challenges and Modernization

Founding and Early Years

Oral Roberts’ Vision and Mission
The history of Oral Roberts University begins with the vision of its founder, Oral Roberts, a prominent
Pentecostal evangelist known for his healing ministry and media outreach. In 1963, Roberts envisioned an
institution that would combine rigorous academic education with a strong spiritual foundation. His mission
was to "Raise up a generation of Spirit-empowered leaders to impact the world." This vision laid the
groundwork for a university that not only focused on intellectual growth but also emphasized personal
spiritual development and service.



Establishment and Initial Enrollment
Oral Roberts University was officially established in 1963 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The university opened its
doors to students in 1965 with a small inaugural class. Initially, the focus was on theological education and
training ministers, but the institution quickly expanded its academic offerings. The early years were
marked by a pioneering spirit, with faculty and students committed to integrating faith and learning in a
distinctive way that set ORU apart from other Christian colleges at the time.

Campus Development and Expansion

Original Campus and Architectural Features
The original campus of Oral Roberts University was thoughtfully designed to reflect the university’s
spiritual ethos and commitment to excellence. One of the most iconic features of the campus is the Prayer
Tower, a 200-foot structure symbolizing the university’s dedication to prayer and spiritual connection. The
campus architecture blends modern design with symbolic Christian elements, creating an environment
conducive to both scholarship and worship.

Growth Through the Decades
As enrollment increased, the university expanded its facilities to accommodate growing academic and
residential needs. New buildings were added, including classrooms, dormitories, a library, and athletic
facilities. These developments allowed ORU to broaden its program offerings and attract a diverse student
population. The campus today spans over 140 acres, featuring state-of-the-art technology and resources that
support the university’s educational mission.

Academic Programs and Growth

Expansion of Degree Offerings
Over the years, Oral Roberts University expanded its academic programs beyond theology to include arts
and sciences, business, education, health sciences, and engineering. The introduction of graduate programs
and professional degrees marked a significant milestone in the institution's history, reflecting its
commitment to academic excellence and relevance in a changing world. This growth has allowed ORU to
serve a wide range of students with diverse career goals and academic interests.



Accreditation and Academic Recognition
Securing accreditation was a crucial step in the history of Oral Roberts University, affirming the quality
and credibility of its academic programs. The university is regionally accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission, and many of its individual programs hold specialized accreditations. This recognition has
helped ORU establish itself as a respected institution within the higher education community, attracting
students nationally and internationally.

Spiritual Emphasis and Campus Life

Integration of Faith and Learning
The history of Oral Roberts University is deeply intertwined with its commitment to integrating faith
with education. The university’s curriculum and campus culture emphasize spiritual growth alongside
academic achievement. Chapel services, prayer groups, and ministry opportunities are integral to student
life, fostering a community where faith is actively practiced and encouraged. This spiritual emphasis is a
defining characteristic of ORU and continues to shape its identity.

Student Life and Extracurricular Activities
Campus life at ORU extends beyond the classroom, offering a variety of extracurricular activities that
support the holistic development of students. These include athletics, student government, cultural events,
and service projects. Participation in these activities helps students develop leadership skills, build
community, and live out the university’s mission of service and spiritual empowerment.

Challenges and Modernization

Financial and Institutional Challenges
Like many private institutions, Oral Roberts University has faced financial challenges and periods of
institutional change throughout its history. These challenges have prompted administrative restructuring,
fundraising efforts, and strategic planning to ensure long-term sustainability. Despite these hurdles, ORU
has maintained its commitment to its founding principles while adapting to the evolving landscape of
higher education.



Recent Developments and Future Directions
In recent years, ORU has embraced modernization through technological advancements, expanded online
learning options, and enhanced academic offerings to meet contemporary student needs. The university
continues to invest in campus infrastructure and academic innovation, positioning itself for growth in the
21st century. The history of Oral Roberts University is one of resilience and forward-thinking, balancing
tradition with progress to prepare students for impactful lives.

Key Milestones in the History of Oral Roberts University

1963: Founding of Oral Roberts University by Oral Roberts

1965: First classes held with initial student enrollment

1970s: Expansion of campus facilities and academic programs

1980s: Introduction of graduate degree programs

1990s: Accreditation achievements and increased national recognition

2000s: Growth in student population and campus modernization

2010s: Development of online education and technological integration

2020s: Continued expansion and emphasis on global outreach

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Oral Roberts University founded?
Oral Roberts University was founded in 1963 by evangelist Oral Roberts.

Who was the founder of Oral Roberts University?
The founder of Oral Roberts University was Oral Roberts, a well-known American Pentecostal
televangelist.



What was the original mission of Oral Roberts University?
The original mission of Oral Roberts University was to educate the whole person—spiritually, mentally,
and physically—within a Christian context.

Where is Oral Roberts University located?
Oral Roberts University is located in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

How has Oral Roberts University evolved since its founding?
Since its founding in 1963, Oral Roberts University has expanded its academic programs, grown its student
body, and developed a reputation for integrating faith with education.

What is a notable architectural feature of Oral Roberts University?
A notable architectural feature of Oral Roberts University is the Prayer Tower, designed by architect
Frank Wallace, which symbolizes the university's spiritual focus.

How has Oral Roberts University influenced Christian higher education?
Oral Roberts University has played a significant role in Christian higher education by pioneering
charismatic Christian teachings within a university setting and emphasizing spiritual development
alongside academics.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Faith: The Early Years of Oral Roberts University
This book explores the establishment of Oral Roberts University, detailing the vision and determination of
its founder, Oral Roberts. It covers the challenges faced during the university’s inception in the 1960s and
highlights the foundational principles that shaped its unique approach to Christian higher education.

2. Oral Roberts University: A Legacy of Healing and Education
Focusing on the dual mission of ORU, this book examines how the university combined academic
excellence with a spiritual emphasis on healing and miracles. It traces the growth of the campus, the
expansion of academic programs, and the impact ORU has had on Pentecostal and Charismatic movements.

3. The Rise of a Spiritual University: Oral Roberts and ORU’s Growth
This volume chronicles the rapid development of Oral Roberts University from a small college to a
prominent institution. It discusses key leadership figures, campus expansions, and significant milestones in
the university’s history, reflecting its influence in Christian higher education.



4. Faith in Education: The Story of Oral Roberts University’s Academic Journey
Examining the academic evolution of ORU, this book highlights the balance between rigorous scholarship
and spiritual formation. It includes insights on curriculum development, faculty contributions, and the
university’s accreditation journey.

5. Oral Roberts University Through the Decades: A Historical Perspective
Providing a decade-by-decade review, this book offers a comprehensive look at the changes and
continuities in ORU’s history. It covers cultural shifts, leadership transitions, and the university’s response
to broader societal trends.

6. Building a Christian Campus: Architecture and Community at Oral Roberts University
This book explores the design and development of ORU’s distinctive campus, including its iconic Prayer
Tower and other landmark buildings. It discusses how architecture was used to reflect the university’s
spiritual mission and foster a close-knit community.

7. The Role of Oral Roberts University in the Charismatic Movement
Analyzing ORU’s influence beyond academia, this book investigates the university’s role in shaping and
promoting the Charismatic Christian movement. It discusses conferences, notable alumni, and ORU’s global
ministry outreach.

8. Challenges and Triumphs: Oral Roberts University in Modern Times
Focusing on recent history, this book addresses financial challenges, leadership changes, and strategic
initiatives that have shaped ORU in the 21st century. It also highlights the resilience and adaptability of the
institution in a changing educational landscape.

9. Oral Roberts University Alumni: Stories of Impact and Influence
This collection features biographies and testimonials from ORU graduates who have made significant
contributions in various fields. It showcases how the university’s unique blend of faith and education has
empowered alumni to impact communities worldwide.
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