history of new hampshire colony

history of new hampshire colony traces the origins and development of one of
the earliest English settlements in North America. This article explores how
New Hampshire transformed from a contested territory into a thriving colony,
detailing its founding, governance, economic foundations, and key historical
events. The history is marked by interactions between Native American tribes,
European settlers, and colonial powers, all of which shaped the unique
identity of New Hampshire. Understanding the colony’s evolution provides
insight into the broader context of early American colonial history. This
comprehensive overview will cover the initial exploration, settlement
patterns, political changes, and economic activities that defined the colony.
The following sections outline the major phases in the history of New
Hampshire colony.

Early Exploration and Settlement

Colonial Governance and Political Development

Economic Foundations of the Colony

Relations with Native American Tribes

e New Hampshire during the American Revolution

Early Exploration and Settlement

Initial European Exploration

The history of New Hampshire colony began with the arrival of European
explorers in the early 17th century. The region was first charted by English
and French navigators who were drawn to its coastal location and natural
resources. Captain John Smith, an English explorer, is often credited with
mapping parts of the New England coast in 1614, including what would become
New Hampshire. This initial exploration set the stage for more permanent
English settlements in the years that followed.

Founding of the Colony

Permanent settlement in New Hampshire started in the 1620s and 1630s, with
early English colonists establishing small fishing and trading communities
along the coast and rivers. The first significant settlement was at Odiorne's
Point near present-day Rye, followed by the founding of Dover in 1623, which



became one of the oldest towns in New England. These early settlers faced
harsh conditions but benefited from the rich natural environment, including
forests, rivers, and access to the Atlantic Ocean.

Settlement Patterns and Growth

Throughout the mid-17th century, the colony expanded inland from the coast as
settlers established farms and small towns. The population remained
relatively small compared to neighboring Massachusetts but grew steadily. The
settlement pattern was characterized by dispersed farms and small villages,
often clustered near waterways essential for transportation and trade. This
growth laid the groundwork for the colony’s social and economic structures.

Colonial Governance and Political Development

Early Governance Structures

New Hampshire’'s colonial governance initially operated under various
proprietors and was often influenced by neighboring Massachusetts Bay Colony.
Early settlers were subject to competing claims by English proprietors who
received land grants from the Crown. As a result, governance was fragmented
and unstable in the first decades. Local town meetings and informal
leadership helped maintain order during this period.

Royal Charter and Provincial Status

In 1679, the English Crown granted New Hampshire a royal charter, officially
designating it as a separate province. This marked a turning point in the
colony’s political development, as it gained a formal government headed by a
royal governor appointed by the king. The charter established a provincial
assembly, which allowed local settlers some representation, although tensions
often arose between the governor and the assembly over authority and
policies.

Boundary Disputes and Relation with Massachusetts

Throughout much of its early history, New Hampshire experienced territorial
disputes with Massachusetts. The boundary between the two colonies was
unclear, leading to conflicts over land claims and jurisdiction. These
disputes were not fully resolved until the mid-18th century, when royal
commissions and surveys established official borders. The political
relationship with Massachusetts influenced New Hampshire’s development, often
limiting its autonomy until it secured separate governance.



Economic Foundations of the Colony

Agriculture and Natural Resources

The economy of the New Hampshire colony was initially based on agriculture,
with settlers cultivating crops such as corn, wheat, and vegetables. The
fertile soil in certain areas supported farming, though the rocky terrain and
harsh winters limited large-scale agriculture. In addition to farming, the
colony’s abundant forests provided timber, which became a valuable resource
for building and trade.

Fishing, Shipbuilding, and Trade

Given its coastal location, fishing was a critical economic activity in the
colony. Settlers harvested cod, mackerel, and other fish, which were exported
to Europe and the Caribbean. Shipbuilding emerged as a significant industry,
utilizing the plentiful timber resources to construct vessels for trade and
fishing. The colony engaged in both local and international trade, exchanging
goods such as lumber, fish, and agricultural products for manufactured items
and supplies.

Development of Towns and Markets

Market towns such as Portsmouth became economic hubs due to their strategic
ports and access to trade routes. These towns facilitated commerce and the
distribution of goods, attracting merchants and craftsmen. The growth of
towns contributed to a more diversified economy and provided the colony with
greater economic stability. Local markets and fairs helped sustain community
life and economic exchange.

Relations with Native American Tribes

Indigenous Peoples of the Region

Before European settlement, the area now known as New Hampshire was inhabited
by several Native American tribes, including the Abenaki and Pennacook
peoples. These tribes had well-established social, political, and economic
systems and utilized the region’s natural resources for hunting, fishing, and
agriculture. The arrival of English settlers significantly impacted
indigenous communities through land displacement and cultural changes.



Trade and Conflict

Early relations between Native Americans and settlers involved trade and
occasional cooperation. Native Americans traded furs and knowledge of the
land in exchange for European goods such as metal tools and weapons. However,
as colonial expansion increased, conflicts over land and resources arose,
leading to tensions and violent confrontations. Several conflicts, including
King Philip’s War and later frontier skirmishes, affected the stability of
the colony.

Impact of Colonization on Native Communities

The history of New Hampshire colony includes the profound impact European
colonization had on native populations. Disease, warfare, and displacement
led to a significant decline in indigenous numbers and influence. Over time,
Native American presence in the colony diminished, and many survivors
relocated or assimilated into colonial society. The legacy of these
interactions remains a critical part of the colony’s history.

New Hampshire during the American Revolution

Role in Early Revolutionary Activities

New Hampshire played an important role in the early stages of the American
Revolution. The colony was among the first to resist British policies such as
taxation without representation. Local militias were organized, and citizens
participated in protests and boycotts against British goods. The colony’s
political leaders advocated for increased autonomy and rights, aligning with
revolutionary ideals.

Key Events and Contributions

Several key events during the Revolution involved New Hampshire, including
the raid on Fort William and Mary in 1774, where colonists seized military
supplies from the British. New Hampshire also contributed troops to the
Continental Army and hosted important military campaigns in the region. The
colony’s commitment to the revolutionary cause was instrumental in the
eventual success of American independence.

Transition to Statehood

Following the Revolution, New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify the
United States Constitution in 1788. The transition from colony to state
involved establishing a new government based on republican principles. The
history of New Hampshire colony thus culminates in its emergence as a fully



sovereign entity within the new nation, setting the stage for its future
growth and development.

Summary of Key Historical Milestones

1614: Captain John Smith’s exploration of the New England coast

1623: Founding of Dover, one of the earliest settlements

1679: Granting of royal charter establishing New Hampshire as a separate
province

Mid-1700s: Resolution of boundary disputes with Massachusetts

1774: Raid on Fort William and Mary as a prelude to the American
Revolution

1788: New Hampshire’s ratification of the U.S. Constitution and
statehood

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the New Hampshire colony founded?

The New Hampshire colony was founded in 1623 as one of the earliest English
settlements in North America.

Who were the original settlers of New Hampshire?

The original settlers of New Hampshire were English colonists, including John
Mason and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who received land grants in the early 17th
century.

What was the role of John Mason in the history of
New Hampshire?

John Mason was an early English proprietor who was granted land that became
New Hampshire; he played a key role in establishing the colony and naming it
after Hampshire, England.

How did New Hampshire's governance evolve during the



colonial period?

Initially, New Hampshire was governed under the Massachusetts Bay Colony's
jurisdiction but later became a separate royal colony with its own governor
appointed by the British crown.

What economic activities were prominent in colonial
New Hampshire?

Colonial New Hampshire's economy was based on fishing, shipbuilding, Llumber,
and small-scale farming.

How did New Hampshire's geography influence its
colonial development?

New Hampshire's rocky soil made large-scale farming difficult, encouraging
settlers to focus on fishing, timber, and trade due to its coastal location.

What conflicts affected New Hampshire during its
colonial history?

New Hampshire experienced conflicts such as territorial disputes with
neighboring colonies and involvement in wars like King Philip's War and the
French and Indian War.

When did New Hampshire become a separate royal
colony?

New Hampshire became a separate royal colony in 1679, gaining its own
governor and administration distinct from Massachusetts.

What was the significance of the Masonian
Proprietors in New Hampshire's history?

The Masonian Proprietors were landowners who inherited John Mason's claims
and played a significant role in settling and governing New Hampshire during
the 18th century.

How did New Hampshire contribute to the American
Revolution?

New Hampshire was one of the first colonies to establish a government
independent of British rule and played an active role in the American
Revolution, including sending troops and participating in key battles.



Additional Resources

1. Colonial New Hampshire: A History of the Granite State’s Beginnings

This comprehensive book explores the early settlement of New Hampshire,
focusing on its establishment as one of the original thirteen colonies. It
details the interactions between Native American tribes and European
settlers, the development of colonial government, and the economic
foundations of the colony. The author uses primary sources to paint a vivid
picture of life in New Hampshire during the 17th and 18th centuries.

2. The Founding of New Hampshire: From Frontier to Colony

This work traces the transformation of New Hampshire from a rugged frontier
into a structured English colony. It examines the challenges faced by early
settlers, including conflicts with indigenous peoples and rival colonial
powers. The book also highlights key figures who played pivotal roles in
shaping the colony’s political and social landscape.

3. New Hampshire’s Colonial Legacy: Politics and Society in the Early Years
Focusing on the political evolution of New Hampshire, this book delves into
the colony’s governance, laws, and social structures. It discusses the
influence of English legal traditions and the colony’s relationship with the
Crown. Readers gain insight into how New Hampshire’s unique identity emerged
within the broader context of colonial America.

4. Life and Labor in Colonial New Hampshire

This title offers an in-depth look at the daily lives of ordinary colonists,
including farmers, merchants, and artisans. It explores economic activities
such as agriculture, trade, and craftsmanship, shedding light on how New
Hampshire'’'s economy developed. The book also touches on social customs,
family life, and community organization in the colonial period.

5. Conflict and Cooperation: Native Americans and Colonists in New Hampshire
This book examines the complex relationships between Native American tribes
and European settlers in New Hampshire. It details periods of conflict,
negotiation, and alliance, emphasizing the impact of these interactions on
the colony’s development. The narrative incorporates indigenous perspectives
alongside colonial records.

6. New Hampshire in the Age of Empire: Colonial Struggles and Imperial
Policies

Exploring New Hampshire’'s role within the larger British Empire, this book
analyzes how imperial policies affected the colony’s political and economic
life. It covers events such as territorial disputes, taxation, and the lead-
up to the American Revolution. The author situates New Hampshire’s colonial
history within global imperial dynamics.

7. Religious Life in Colonial New Hampshire

This study focuses on the spiritual and religious dimensions of New
Hampshire’s colonial society. It covers the establishment of churches,
religious dissent, and the influence of Puritanism and other denominations.
The book highlights how religion shaped community values and social order in



the colony.

8. Maps and Manuscripts: Documenting New Hampshire’s Colonial Past

A unique compilation of historical maps, letters, and official documents,
this volume provides primary evidence of New Hampshire’s colonial history.
Readers can explore original materials that reveal the geographical,
political, and social changes over time. The book serves as both a reference
and a narrative tool for understanding the colony’s development.

9. The Road to Revolution: New Hampshire’s Role in Colonial Independence
This title chronicles New Hampshire’s participation in the events leading to
American independence. It discusses the colony’s political activism, key
revolutionary figures, and significant incidents such as protests and
battles. The book demonstrates how New Hampshire’'s colonial experience
contributed to the broader revolutionary movement.
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