
history of deland florida
history of deland florida traces the origins and development of one of
Central Florida’s most historically significant cities. Founded in the late
19th century, DeLand has grown from a small pioneer settlement into a vibrant
community known for its rich cultural heritage, educational institutions, and
architectural landmarks. This article explores the key milestones in the
city’s evolution, highlighting the pivotal role of its founder, the impact of
natural resources and transportation, and the preservation of historic sites.
Understanding the history of DeLand, Florida, offers valuable insights into
the broader patterns of settlement, economic development, and cultural change
in the region. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the
city’s founding, growth phases, notable events, and ongoing historical
preservation efforts.
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Founding and Early Settlement

George W. DeLand and the City’s Establishment
The history of DeLand Florida begins with George W. DeLand, a wealthy
businessman from New York who purchased land in Central Florida in the late
1870s. In 1876, he founded the city with a vision to create a thriving
community centered around agriculture and education. DeLand’s efforts were
instrumental in attracting settlers, investors, and infrastructure
development to the area. His commitment to establishing a prosperous town
included donating land for public use and founding educational institutions,
which would shape the city’s identity for decades to come.

Early Settlers and Community Formation
Following George DeLand’s initiative, early settlers were primarily involved
in citrus farming, timber, and other agricultural activities. The fertile



soil and favorable climate attracted farmers and entrepreneurs seeking new
opportunities in Florida’s frontier. The community quickly organized
essential services such as schools, churches, and local government, laying
the foundation for a stable and structured society. These early years were
marked by both challenges and rapid development as the city sought to
establish its economic base and civic institutions.

Economic Development and Growth

Impact of Agriculture and Citrus Industry
Agriculture, particularly citrus cultivation, played a crucial role in the
economic development of DeLand. The region’s subtropical climate made it
ideal for growing oranges and other citrus fruits, which became the city’s
primary industry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Citrus groves
expanded significantly, attracting labor and investment. The success of the
citrus industry not only fueled local prosperity but also connected DeLand to
broader markets through transportation networks.

Transportation and Infrastructure Expansion
The arrival of the railroad in the 1880s was a transformative event in the
history of DeLand Florida. The railroad enabled efficient transportation of
goods and people, linking DeLand to major cities in Florida and beyond. This
connectivity encouraged further economic diversification, including the
growth of retail businesses, manufacturing, and tourism. Infrastructure
improvements such as roads, bridges, and public utilities accompanied this
expansion, supporting the city’s increasing population and commerce.

Economic Challenges and Resilience
Despite periods of growth, DeLand faced economic challenges such as freezes
that devastated citrus crops and the Great Depression, which affected local
businesses and employment. Nevertheless, the community demonstrated
resilience by adapting its economic strategies and emphasizing education and
cultural development as additional pillars of growth. This adaptability
helped DeLand maintain its relevance and vitality throughout changing
economic conditions.

Cultural and Educational Contributions



Stetson University and Educational Legacy
One of the most significant aspects of the history of DeLand Florida is the
establishment of Stetson University in 1883. Founded by John B. Stetson, the
famous hat manufacturer, the university provided higher education
opportunities in the region and became a center for intellectual and cultural
activity. Stetson University contributed to the city’s reputation as an
educational hub, attracting students, faculty, and cultural events that
enriched the local community.

Arts, Festivals, and Community Life
DeLand has cultivated a vibrant cultural scene characterized by art
galleries, theaters, and annual festivals. These cultural institutions and
events celebrate the city’s history, diversity, and creativity. The
preservation of historic neighborhoods and promotion of local arts have
strengthened community identity and tourism. Such cultural contributions
continue to be integral to DeLand’s social fabric and economic vitality.

Historic Landmarks and Preservation

Architectural Heritage and Historic District
The city is home to numerous historic buildings and districts that reflect
its architectural heritage and historical significance. DeLand’s downtown
area features structures from the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
showcasing styles such as Victorian, Mediterranean Revival, and Craftsman.
The designation of historic districts has helped protect these landmarks from
demolition and inappropriate alterations, ensuring that the city’s past
remains visible and accessible.

Notable Historic Sites

Henry A. DeLand House – the founder’s residence and a representation of
early city life

Stetson University Campus – with its historic buildings and cultural
importance

DeLand Hall – one of the original university buildings

Downtown DeLand Historic District – preserving commercial and civic
architecture



Historic Churches – reflecting the city’s religious and community
heritage

Preservation Efforts and Organizations
Local organizations and city government have played active roles in promoting
historic preservation. Efforts include restoration projects, educational
programs, and policies supporting the maintenance of historic properties.
These initiatives recognize the value of heritage tourism and community pride
in maintaining the city's unique character.

Modern Developments and Historical Legacy

Balancing Growth and Heritage
In recent decades, DeLand has experienced population growth and urban
development while striving to maintain its historical identity. City planners
and stakeholders have worked to balance new construction and economic
expansion with preservation of historic areas and cultural resources. This
approach supports sustainable development that honors the city’s past while
accommodating future needs.

DeLand’s Role in Regional History
The history of DeLand Florida is intertwined with the broader history of
Central Florida and the state. Its contributions to education, agriculture,
and regional commerce exemplify patterns seen throughout Florida’s
development. DeLand remains a vital link to the past through its preserved
architecture, cultural institutions, and ongoing community engagement with
its heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was DeLand, Florida founded?
DeLand, Florida was founded in 1876 by Henry Addison DeLand.

Who was Henry Addison DeLand and what was his role



in the city’s history?
Henry Addison DeLand was a baking soda magnate from New York who founded the
city of DeLand, Florida, with the intention of creating a prosperous
community and agricultural center.

What historical significance does DeLand hold in
Florida’s education system?
DeLand is home to Stetson University, established in 1883 as Florida's first
private university, playing a significant role in the state's higher
education history.

How did the citrus industry impact the development
of DeLand?
The citrus industry was a vital part of DeLand's economy in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, contributing to the city's growth and prosperity before
freezes and pests affected the industry.

What are some historic landmarks in DeLand, Florida?
Historic landmarks in DeLand include the DeLand Historic District, the Henry
A. DeLand House, and the Athens Theatre, all reflecting the city’s rich
cultural and architectural history.

How has DeLand's history influenced its cultural
identity today?
DeLand’s history as an agricultural hub and educational center has fostered a
strong sense of community, preservation of historic sites, and vibrant
cultural events that celebrate its heritage.

Additional Resources
1. DeLand: A History of Volusia County’s First City
This book offers a comprehensive overview of DeLand’s founding and
development from its establishment in the late 19th century. It explores the
city’s growth through the lens of its early settlers, economic changes, and
cultural evolution. Rich with photographs and archival documents, it provides
insight into how DeLand became a central hub in Volusia County.

2. Historic Homes of DeLand: Stories from the Past
Focusing on the architectural heritage of DeLand, this book showcases the
historic homes that have stood the test of time. It delves into the stories
of the families who built and lived in these residences and their
contributions to the community. Readers gain a unique perspective on the



city’s social history through the lens of its preserved buildings.

3. From Frontier to City: The Early Years of DeLand, Florida
This detailed narrative chronicles DeLand’s transformation from a rugged
frontier settlement into a thriving city. It highlights key figures,
including Henry Addison DeLand, and pivotal moments that shaped the town’s
identity. The book also discusses the challenges faced by early settlers and
the impact of regional developments.

4. The Citrus Industry and DeLand: Growth and Change in the Sunshine State
Examining the importance of citrus farming to DeLand’s economy, this book
traces the rise and decline of the industry in the area. It explains how
citrus cultivation influenced the city’s growth patterns, labor market, and
cultural landscape. The text also touches on environmental and economic
shifts that affected local agriculture.

5. DeLand’s Historic Downtown: Preservation and Progress
This volume explores the efforts to preserve DeLand’s historic downtown
district while balancing modern development needs. It details the
architectural styles found in the area and the community initiatives aimed at
maintaining the city’s heritage. The book serves as both a historical record
and a guide to ongoing preservation efforts.

6. Education and Innovation: The Role of Stetson University in DeLand’s
History
Highlighting one of DeLand’s most significant institutions, this book tells
the story of Stetson University and its impact on the city’s cultural and
educational landscape. It covers the university’s founding, notable alumni,
and contributions to local arts and sciences. The narrative underscores how
education has been a driving force in DeLand’s development.

7. DeLand in the 20th Century: War, Growth, and Community
This book provides a century-long view of DeLand’s evolution, focusing on its
participation in major national events like the World Wars and the Great
Depression. It discusses demographic changes, industrial growth, and the
strengthening of community institutions. Readers gain a sense of how DeLand
adapted and thrived through times of challenge.

8. Railroads and Roads: Transportation’s Impact on DeLand’s Growth
Detailing the crucial role transportation played in DeLand’s expansion, this
book covers the arrival of railroads and the development of major highways.
It analyzes how improved connectivity influenced commerce, population
movement, and urban planning. The book also highlights key transportation
milestones that shaped the city’s modern identity.

9. Legends and Lore of DeLand: Folklore and Historical Anecdotes
This engaging collection brings together local legends, ghost stories, and
historical anecdotes from DeLand’s rich past. It offers readers a colorful
view of the city’s culture beyond official records, revealing the myths and
tales that have been passed down through generations. The book is a blend of
history and storytelling that captures the spirit of DeLand.
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