
history of black music month
history of black music month is a rich narrative that celebrates the profound influence and
contributions of Black musicians, composers, and performers throughout American history.
Established to honor the cultural significance and legacy of Black music, this month highlights genres
that have shaped the musical landscape, including jazz, blues, gospel, R&B, hip-hop, and more. The
observance not only recognizes the artistic achievements but also emphasizes the social and
historical contexts in which Black music evolved. This article explores the origins of Black Music
Month, its development, and the ongoing impact of Black musicians in the United States and beyond.
Understanding the history of Black Music Month provides insight into how music serves as a powerful
medium for cultural expression and social change. The following sections will delve into the origins,
key figures, notable genres, and the current significance of this important celebration.
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Origins of Black Music Month
The history of Black Music Month begins in the early 1970s as a response to a growing need to
recognize the cultural contributions of African Americans to the music industry. Initially designated as
Black Music Month in June, this observance was created to coincide with the birthdays of prominent
figures such as African American composer and bandleader Duke Ellington and the civil rights leader
Frederick Douglass. The establishment of this month-long celebration was part of a broader
movement during the Civil Rights era to acknowledge and honor the achievements of Black
Americans in various fields.

Historical Context Leading to the Establishment
During the 1960s and 1970s, the United States experienced significant social and political changes,
including the Civil Rights Movement and increased advocacy for racial equality. The music industry,
heavily influenced by Black artists, had long underappreciated their contributions. The push for Black
Music Month was motivated by a desire to educate the public about the historical and ongoing impact
of Black musicians and to celebrate their artistic achievements on a national scale.



Official Recognition
In 1979, President Jimmy Carter officially recognized Black Music Month by issuing a presidential
proclamation. This milestone marked a formal acknowledgment by the U.S. government of the
importance of Black musicianship and its influence on American culture. Since then, the observance
has been celebrated annually, with various proclamations issued by successive presidents to honor
the legacy and ongoing contributions of Black artists.

Key Figures and Founders
The history of Black Music Month is deeply tied to the efforts of influential individuals who
championed the cause of recognizing Black musicians. Among these figures, one name stands out
prominently:

Vera Jackson
Vera Jackson, a Black music historian and educator, is credited with founding Black Music Month in
1979. She envisioned a dedicated time to honor the vast contributions of Black artists to the music
industry. Jackson's advocacy helped bring national attention to the rich heritage of Black music and
its significance in American culture.

Presidential Support
Presidents including Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, and Barack Obama have issued
proclamations supporting Black Music Month. Their endorsements helped elevate the observance to a
nationally recognized event. These proclamations often emphasize the educational and cultural
importance of acknowledging Black music's role in shaping the nation’s soundscape.

Prominent Musicians and Advocates
Many celebrated Black musicians have also been vocal supporters of Black Music Month, using their
platforms to promote its message. Artists such as Duke Ellington, Aretha Franklin, Louis Armstrong,
and more recently, figures like Quincy Jones and Beyoncé, symbolize the diverse and evolving nature
of Black music celebrated during this month.

Genres Celebrated During Black Music Month
The history of Black Music Month encompasses a wide array of musical genres that originated from or
were significantly shaped by Black artists. These genres not only illustrate the creativity and
innovation of Black musicians but also reflect the cultural and social experiences of African
Americans.



Jazz
Jazz is one of the most influential genres celebrated during Black Music Month. Originating in the early
20th century in New Orleans, jazz combines African rhythms with European musical traditions. It
became a symbol of artistic freedom and cultural expression, with legendary musicians like Louis
Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Ella Fitzgerald pioneering the genre's development.

Blues
Blues music emerged from the Deep South as a form of emotional expression rooted in the
experiences of African Americans during and after slavery. Characterized by its distinctive chord
progressions and soulful lyrics, blues has deeply influenced other genres such as rock and roll and
R&B.

Gospel
Gospel music, with its spiritual themes and powerful vocals, has been a cornerstone of Black musical
tradition. It originated in African American churches and has played a vital role in community cohesion
and religious expression.

R&B and Soul
Rhythm and Blues (R&B) and soul music highlight the evolution of Black music in the mid-20th
century. These genres blend gospel, blues, and jazz influences, with artists like Ray Charles, Aretha
Franklin, and Stevie Wonder contributing to their popularization.

Hip-Hop and Rap
Emerging in the 1970s in the Bronx, hip-hop and rap represent contemporary forms of Black musical
expression. These genres serve as platforms for storytelling, social commentary, and cultural identity,
with pioneers such as Grandmaster Flash, Tupac Shakur, and Kendrick Lamar shaping their
trajectories.
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Impact and Cultural Significance
The history of Black Music Month underscores the profound cultural impact of Black music on
American society and the global music industry. Through various genres, Black musicians have
influenced popular culture, social movements, and the development of new musical styles.

Social and Political Influence
Black music has often served as a vehicle for social change and political activism. Songs and
performances have addressed issues such as racial inequality, civil rights, and empowerment. The
genre of protest music, in particular, has played a critical role in mobilizing communities and raising
awareness about social injustices.

Economic Contributions
Beyond cultural impact, Black musicians have made significant economic contributions to the music
industry. The commercial success of Black music genres has driven innovation in production,
marketing, and distribution, influencing the broader entertainment economy.

Education and Preservation
Black Music Month also promotes education about the historical and cultural roots of Black music.
Institutions, schools, and organizations use this month to preserve and teach the legacy of Black
musicians, ensuring that future generations understand and appreciate their contributions.

Modern Observance and Celebrations
Today, Black Music Month continues to be celebrated across the United States with a variety of
events, programs, and initiatives aimed at honoring Black musical heritage. These observances
highlight both historic achievements and contemporary innovations.

Festivals and Concerts
Many cities host festivals and concerts featuring Black artists and genres associated with Black music.
These events serve not only as entertainment but also as platforms for cultural education and
community engagement.

Educational Programs
Schools, museums, and cultural centers organize lectures, workshops, and exhibitions during Black
Music Month. These programs focus on the history of Black music, its social context, and its ongoing



influence in the music industry.

Media and Awareness Campaigns
Media outlets and organizations often run special programming, documentaries, and awareness
campaigns to celebrate Black Music Month. These initiatives help amplify the message and reach
broader audiences.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is Black Music Month?
Black Music Month is an annual celebration held in June to recognize and honor the contributions of
Black musicians and their influence on American music and culture.

When was Black Music Month established?
Black Music Month was officially established in 1979 by President Jimmy Carter, who recognized the
importance of Black music in American history.

Why is Black Music Month celebrated in June?
June was chosen for Black Music Month because it coincides with the birthdays of two iconic figures in
Black music history: African-American composer and musician Booker T. Washington and jazz legend
Louis Armstrong.

Who founded Black Music Month?
Black Music Month was founded by Dr. Jesse E. Moorland and other advocates recognizing the cultural
and social impact of Black music, with official government recognition coming in 1979.

What genres of music are highlighted during Black Music
Month?
During Black Music Month, various genres are highlighted, including jazz, blues, gospel, R&B, hip-hop,
soul, funk, and rap, all of which have roots in Black culture.



How does Black Music Month impact the music industry?
Black Music Month raises awareness about the contributions of Black artists, encourages preservation
of Black musical heritage, and inspires new generations of musicians and fans.

Are there any notable events associated with Black Music
Month?
Yes, during Black Music Month, many concerts, festivals, educational programs, and media features
are organized to celebrate Black music and its history.

How can people participate in Black Music Month?
People can participate by attending events, listening to Black artists, supporting Black-owned music
businesses, learning about the history of Black music, and sharing the music and stories of Black
musicians.

What is the significance of Black Music Month in today's
society?
Black Music Month serves as a reminder of the profound influence Black musicians have had on
culture and society, promotes diversity and inclusion, and helps preserve the rich legacy of Black
music for future generations.

Additional Resources
1. Blues People: Negro Music in White America
This seminal work by LeRoi Jones (Amiri Baraka) explores the evolution of African American music
from spirituals and work songs to jazz and blues. It delves into how black music reflects the social and
cultural experiences of African Americans in the United States. The book is both a historical study and
a passionate critique of racial and cultural dynamics in American music.

2. Black Music, Black Poetry: Blues and Jazz’s Impact on African American Literature
Written by Houston A. Baker Jr., this book examines the profound influence of black music genres like
blues and jazz on African American literature. Baker discusses how the rhythms, themes, and
narratives of black music have shaped the voice and style of black poets and writers. It is an essential
read for understanding cultural cross-pollination in black artistic expression.

3. Sweet Soul Music: Rhythm and Blues and the Southern Dream of Freedom
Peter Guralnick’s book traces the rise of rhythm and blues and soul music in the American South
during the civil rights era. It highlights key figures and moments that helped shape the sound and
message of soul music. The narrative connects the music’s development to broader social and
political changes affecting African Americans.

4. Say It Loud! My Memories of James Brown, Soul Brother No. 1
By David Mills, this memoir provides an insider’s look at the life and career of James Brown, one of the
most influential figures in black music. Mills shares personal anecdotes and explores Brown’s impact
on funk, soul, and the empowerment of black communities. The book is both a tribute and a historical



account of Brown’s legacy.

5. How Sweet the Sound: The Golden Age of Gospel
This book by Horace Clarence Boyer offers a comprehensive history of gospel music, highlighting its
roots, growth, and significance in African American culture. Boyer discusses influential artists, choirs,
and movements that helped gospel become a powerful force in both religious and secular contexts. It
celebrates the genre’s spiritual depth and cultural importance.

6. The Hip Hop Wars: What We Talk About When We Talk About Hip Hop—and Why It Matters
Tricia Rose’s insightful book addresses the controversies and cultural debates surrounding hip hop
music. Rose explores hip hop’s origins in black urban communities and its role as a form of social
commentary and resistance. The book is essential for understanding hip hop’s historical context and
ongoing influence.

7. Black Music of Two Worlds
This collection, edited by Gerhard Kubik, provides a comparative study of African American music and
its African roots. It explores how musical traditions have traveled, transformed, and influenced black
music across continents. The essays offer valuable perspectives on the diasporic connections that
shape black musical identity.

8. Rhythm and Blues, Rap, and Hip-Hop
By Frank W. Hoffmann, this book serves as an accessible introduction to the history and development
of R&B, rap, and hip-hop. Hoffmann chronicles major artists, movements, and cultural shifts that have
defined these genres. The book is a useful resource for understanding the evolution of black popular
music in the 20th and 21st centuries.

9. Black Noise: Rap Music and Black Culture in Contemporary America
Tricia Rose examines the cultural and social significance of rap music in this groundbreaking study.
She discusses how rap articulates the experiences, struggles, and hopes of African American
communities. The book combines music criticism, cultural theory, and social analysis to highlight
rap’s role as a powerful voice in black culture.

History Of Black Music Month

History Of Black Music Month

Related Articles
history of violence sex scene
houghton mifflin bilingual pacing guide
hidden figures black history month

Back to Home

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-14/history-of-black-music-month.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-14/history-of-violence-sex-scene.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-14/houghton-mifflin-bilingual-pacing-guide.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-14/hidden-figures-black-history-month.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

