hidden figures young readers edition

hidden figures young readers edition brings the inspiring true story of African American women
mathematicians at NASA to a younger audience, making complex historical and scientific themes
accessible and engaging. This edition adapts the acclaimed narrative of Katherine Johnson, Dorothy
Vaughan, and Mary Jackson, who played pivotal roles in the success of early space missions during
the 1960s. By simplifying language and highlighting key moments, the book empowers young
readers with knowledge about perseverance, equality, and STEM fields. The story not only
celebrates historical achievements but also encourages children to explore science and technology.
This article explores the background, content, educational value, and impact of the Hidden Figures
Young Readers Edition. The following sections provide a detailed examination of the book’s
significance, key figures, and its role in promoting diversity in education and literature.
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Overview of Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition

The Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition is an adaptation of the original book written by Margot
Lee Shetterly, tailored specifically for children and young teens. It offers a compelling introduction
to the remarkable contributions of African American women mathematicians who worked at NASA
during the space race era. Unlike the adult version, this edition uses simpler vocabulary and
includes illustrations to engage younger audiences while maintaining historical accuracy. The
narrative focuses on the challenges these women faced, including segregation and gender
discrimination, and how they overcame barriers to achieve groundbreaking success.

This edition aims to educate and inspire young readers about the importance of perseverance,
intelligence, and equality. It also serves as a valuable resource for educators and parents seeking to
introduce children to significant figures in American history and the field of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM).

Key Figures Highlighted in the Book

The Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition places a strong emphasis on the lives and achievements
of three central figures: Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson. Each of these
women contributed uniquely to NASA’s missions and the broader civil rights movement.



Katherine Johnson

Katherine Johnson was a brilliant mathematician whose calculations were critical to the success of
John Glenn’s orbital mission. The book highlights her extraordinary talent in geometry and her role
in verifying computer-generated trajectories, which was essential for safe spaceflight. Katherine’s
story illustrates her persistence in overcoming racial and gender biases to excel in a male-dominated
field.

Dorothy Vaughan

Dorothy Vaughan was a pioneering mathematician and supervisor who became an expert in
computer programming during the transition from human calculations to electronic computers. The
edition showcases her leadership skills and adaptability, highlighting her role in training others to
use the IBM computers that revolutionized NASA’s work.

Mary Jackson

Mary Jackson’s journey from mathematician to NASA’s first African American female engineer is a
prominent theme in the book. It details her efforts to obtain the necessary education despite
segregation laws and her contributions to aeronautical engineering projects. Her story underscores
the importance of education and determination in breaking barriers.

Educational Importance and Themes

The Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition serves as an important educational tool by addressing
several critical themes that resonate with young audiences. It combines history, science, and social
issues to provide a comprehensive learning experience.

STEM Education

The book encourages interest in STEM subjects by showcasing real-life applications of math and
science in space exploration. It demonstrates how mathematics and engineering played vital roles in
historic achievements, making these subjects more relatable and inspiring for children.

Diversity and Inclusion

Another key theme is the emphasis on diversity and inclusion. The stories of African American
women overcoming systemic racism and sexism provide powerful lessons about equality and social
justice. The edition fosters empathy and understanding by highlighting the challenges these women
faced in segregated America.



Perseverance and Determination

The narrative consistently portrays perseverance as a central message, showing how the
protagonists overcame obstacles through hard work, resilience, and self-belief. This theme
encourages young readers to pursue their goals despite difficulties.

Adaptation for Young Readers

The adaptation process of the Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition involves careful simplification
of complex content to suit the cognitive level of children aged approximately 8 to 12 years. The
language is clear and direct, avoiding jargon while preserving the essence of the original story.

Illustrations and Layout

The inclusion of illustrations provides visual context and aids comprehension. These images depict
key moments and figures, helping to bring the historical narrative to life. The layout features shorter
chapters and engaging design elements to maintain the attention of young readers.

Accessible Language

The text uses straightforward vocabulary and sentence structures, making it easier for readers to
understand scientific concepts and historical events. This accessibility ensures that children from
diverse backgrounds can enjoy and learn from the book.

Supplementary Educational Materials

Often, the edition includes additional resources such as glossaries, timelines, and discussion
questions. These materials support educators and parents in expanding the learning experience
beyond the book itself.

Impact on STEM and Diversity Awareness

The Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition plays a significant role in promoting STEM education
and raising awareness about diversity in science and technology fields. Its publication has
contributed to broader efforts aimed at engaging underrepresented groups in STEM careers.

Inspiring Future Scientists and Engineers

By highlighting the achievements of women who succeeded despite discrimination, the book
motivates young readers—especially girls and minorities—to consider careers in STEM. It
demonstrates that talent and determination can overcome societal barriers.



Supporting Educational Initiatives

Educators use the book as part of curricula focused on American history, civil rights, and science. It
provides a valuable interdisciplinary approach, connecting social studies with mathematics and
engineering.

Promoting Gender and Racial Equality

The book’s focus on African American women'’s contributions challenges traditional narratives that
often exclude minority groups. It fosters a more inclusive understanding of history and encourages
conversations about equality in schools and communities.

List of Benefits of Hidden Figures Young Readers
Edition

¢ Accessible storytelling tailored for children and young teens

e Introduction to important historical figures in NASA’s space program

Encouragement of interest in STEM subjects

Promotion of diversity, inclusion, and social justice awareness

Educational resources supporting classroom and home learning

Engaging illustrations and design to enhance comprehension

e Inspiration for perseverance and overcoming challenges

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition' about?

'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition' tells the inspiring true story of African-American female
mathematicians at NASA who played crucial roles in the space race, making complex scientific
concepts accessible for younger audiences.

Who are the main figures featured in 'Hidden Figures Young
Readers' Edition'?

The book focuses on Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson, three African-
American women whose mathematical skills and perseverance helped NASA achieve major



milestones in space exploration.

How is the 'Young Readers' Edition' different from the original
'Hidden Figures' book?

The 'Young Readers' Edition' is adapted with simpler language and explanations suitable for children
and young teens, making the story more engaging and understandable for younger readers.

What age group is 'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition'
appropriate for?

It is generally recommended for readers aged 8 to 12, but it can also be enjoyed by younger or older
readers interested in history, science, and inspiring biographies.

Why is 'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition' important for
children?

The book provides positive role models, promotes diversity in STEM fields, and educates children
about the significant contributions of African-American women in science and history.

Does 'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition' include any
additional educational resources?

Yes, it often includes photos, timelines, and glossary sections to help young readers better
understand the historical context and scientific terms.

Who is the author of 'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition'?

Margot Lee Shetterly is the author of the original 'Hidden Figures' book, and she adapted the Young
Readers' Edition to make the story accessible for children.

Is 'Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition' suitable for
classroom use?

Absolutely, it is widely used in classrooms to teach about history, civil rights, women's contributions
to science, and the importance of perseverance and teamwork.

Are there any adaptations of 'Hidden Figures Young Readers'
Edition' available?

Yes, the story has been adapted into a popular feature film and also has audiobook versions, making
it accessible through multiple formats for different learning preferences.



Additional Resources

1. Hidden Figures: Young Readers' Edition by Margot Lee Shetterly

This book tells the inspiring true story of the African American women mathematicians at NASA
whose calculations helped fuel some of America’s greatest achievements in space. It highlights the
challenges they faced in a segregated society and their significant contributions to science and
history. Perfect for young readers, it combines biography and history in an engaging way.

2. Mae Among the Stars by Roda Ahmed

This beautifully illustrated picture book follows the story of Mae Jemison, the first African American
woman astronaut. It encourages children to pursue their dreams and overcome obstacles, inspired
by Mae’s determination and passion for space exploration.

3. Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13 by Helaine Becker

This book focuses on Katherine Johnson, one of the brilliant mathematicians featured in Hidden
Figures, and her critical role in the Apollo 13 mission. It explains complex scientific ideas in a way
that is accessible to young readers and celebrates perseverance and problem-solving.

4. Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building by Christy Hale

Dreaming Up showcases the creativity and engineering behind building structures, connecting well
with themes of innovation and STEM found in Hidden Figures. It encourages children to imagine and
create, highlighting how everyone can contribute to big ideas.

5. She Persisted: Harriet Tubman by Andrea Davis Pinkney

Part of the She Persisted series, this book tells the story of Harriet Tubman’s courage and
determination in the face of adversity. Like Hidden Figures, it celebrates the power of perseverance
and the impact one person can have on history.

6. Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World by Rachel Ignotofsky

This illustrated book introduces young readers to women scientists throughout history, including
mathematicians, engineers, and astronomers. It pairs well with Hidden Figures by providing a
broader context of women’s contributions to science and technology.

7. Rocket to the Moon! by Don Brown

This graphic novel offers an engaging look at the history of the space race, including the
contributions of lesser-known figures who helped send astronauts to the moon. It provides historical
background that complements the stories in Hidden Figures.

8. Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison

This book features short biographies of influential Black women across history, including scientists,
activists, and artists. It inspires young readers by showcasing diverse role models who broke
barriers, much like the women in Hidden Figures.

9. Girls Who Code: Learn to Code and Change the World by Reshma Saujani

Encouraging girls to dive into computer science, this book combines personal stories and coding
basics to inspire the next generation of innovators. It echoes the themes of Hidden Figures by
promoting STEM education and empowering young girls to pursue technology careers.
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