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here be dragons sharon kay penman 2 continues the captivating historical narrative begun by Sharon
Kay Penman in her acclaimed novel "Here Be Dragons." This sequel further explores the intricate
political and personal dynamics of 13th-century Wales and England, focusing on the lives of prominent
historical figures. Known for her meticulous research and vivid storytelling, Penman’s work brings to
life the turbulent era of the Welsh princes and English monarchy. In this article, we delve into the key
themes, characters, and historical context presented in the sequel to "Here Be Dragons." We will
examine how Sharon Kay Penman expands on the original novel’s foundation to provide a richer
understanding of medieval British history. Additionally, this article will explore the literary style, critical
reception, and the significance of "here be dragons sharon kay penman 2" within the historical fiction

genre.
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Background and Historical Context

The sequel to "Here Be Dragons" continues to immerse readers in the 13th century, a period marked
by political intrigue, shifting alliances, and battles for power between Wales and England. Sharon Kay
Penman, renowned for her historical accuracy, grounds the narrative in well-documented historical
events and figures. The novel’s setting spans the Welsh principality and the English court, reflecting
the complex relationship between Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, the last native Prince of Wales, and King

Edward | of England.

Historical Setting of the 13th Century

The 13th century was a time of significant upheaval in the British Isles. Wales sought to maintain its
independence under native rulers, while England expanded its influence under the Plantagenet kings.
The sequel focuses on this conflict, illustrating the cultural and political tensions that defined the era.
Key historical events such as the Welsh Wars and the eventual conquest of Wales by Edward | form

the backdrop of the story.

Sharon Kay Penman’s Research Approach

Penman’s dedication to historical detail is evident throughout the novel. She draws on primary
sources, including chronicles, letters, and legal documents, to create an authentic portrayal of medieval
life. Her extensive research allows her to reconstruct the political strategies and personal motivations

of historical figures, enriching the narrative with factual depth.

Main Characters and Their Development

The sequel to "Here Be Dragons" further develops the complex characters introduced in the original
novel, providing deeper insights into their motivations, struggles, and relationships. Sharon Kay

Penman’s skillful characterizations humanize notable historical figures, making their stories accessible



and engaging.

Llywelyn ap Gruffudd: The Last Prince of Wales

Llywelyn emerges as a central figure in the sequel, embodying the aspirations and challenges of the
Welsh resistance. Penman portrays him as a determined and pragmatic leader, navigating the
pressures of internal Welsh politics and the threat from England. His personal relationships and

political alliances drive much of the novel’s tension.

King Edward | of England

Edward | is depicted as a formidable and ambitious monarch intent on consolidating power. The
sequel explores his military campaigns, diplomatic maneuvers, and the complexities of ruling a diverse
kingdom. Penman balances Edward’s ruthless political actions with moments that reveal his

character’s depth.

Supporting Characters

The novel also highlights several secondary characters whose lives intersect with the main
protagonists. These include Welsh nobles, English courtiers, and family members whose loyalties and
ambitions influence the unfolding events. Their development adds layers to the narrative and enriches

the historical tapestry.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

The sequel advances the storyline established in "Here Be Dragons," focusing on the escalating
conflict between Wales and England and the personal dramas intertwined with these historical events.

Penman weaves a multi-faceted plot that explores themes of loyalty, power, love, and betrayal.



Major Plot Points

¢ The intensification of the Welsh struggle for independence under Llywelyn ap Gruffudd.
e The strategic and military responses of King Edward | to Welsh resistance.

¢ The intricate relationships and alliances among Welsh and English nobility.

¢ The personal sacrifices and moral dilemmas faced by key characters.

¢ The eventual downfall of Welsh autonomy and the integration into English rule.

Exploration of Themes

Sharon Kay Penman’s sequel delves into the complexities of medieval political power and its impact
on individuals and nations. Themes of identity, national pride, and the cost of war are central to the
narrative. The novel also examines the role of women in a patriarchal society and the influence of love

and loyalty on historic outcomes.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Penman’s writing in the sequel maintains the rich, immersive style that characterizes her historical
fiction. Her narrative balances detailed exposition with engaging dialogue and vivid descriptions,

creating an accessible yet sophisticated reading experience.



Use of Multiple Perspectives

The novel employs multiple viewpoints to provide a comprehensive understanding of the historical
events. This technique allows readers to see the conflict from both Welsh and English perspectives,

deepening the emotional and political complexity of the story.

Integration of Historical Facts with Fiction

Penman skillfully blends documented history with fictional elements to enhance narrative flow while
preserving historical integrity. Her ability to humanize historical figures without sacrificing factual

accuracy is a hallmark of her work.

Critical Reception and Reader Response

The sequel to "Here Be Dragons" has been well-received by critics and readers alike, praised for its
detailed research, compelling storytelling, and rich character development. Sharon Kay Penman’s work

is often lauded for bringing medieval history to life in a way that is both educational and entertaining.

Critical Acclaim

Literary critics have highlighted the novel’s depth and authenticity, noting Penman’s success in
expanding the historical scope established in the first book. Reviews often commend the balance

between historical detail and narrative momentum.

Impact on Readers

Fans of historical fiction appreciate the sequel for its immersive storytelling and the emotional
resonance of its characters. Many readers have expressed increased interest in medieval Welsh and

English history as a result of Penman’s vivid portrayal.



Significance in Historical Fiction Literature

"Here Be Dragons Sharon Kay Penman 2" holds a significant place within the historical fiction genre. It
exemplifies the potential of historical novels to educate and engage by bringing past eras to life

through compelling storytelling and rigorous scholarship.

Contribution to Medieval Historical Fiction

Penman’s sequel continues to set a high standard for medieval historical fiction, combining exhaustive
research with narrative artistry. It serves as a reference point for writers aiming to balance historical

accuracy with dramatic literature.

Influence on Popular Understanding of Welsh History

The novel has contributed to a broader awareness and appreciation of Welsh history and culture,
highlighting the region’s unique heritage and its pivotal role in British history. Through her storytelling,

Penman fosters a deeper understanding of medieval Wales and its legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Here Be Dragons' by Sharon Kay Penman about?

'Here Be Dragons' is a historical novel by Sharon Kay Penman that explores the complex relationship
between England and Wales during the 12th century, focusing on the lives of King John of England,

the Welsh prince Llewelyn the Great, and Joanna, the illegitimate daughter of King John.

Is 'Here Be Dragons' the first book in a series by Sharon Kay Penman?

Yes, 'Here Be Dragons' is the first book in Sharon Kay Penman's Welsh Princes trilogy, followed by

"The Reckoning' and 'The Lady of the Rivers.'



What historical period does 'Here Be Dragons' cover?

'Here Be Dragons' is set during the early 13th century, focusing mainly on the reign of King John of

England and the Welsh prince Llewelyn the Great.

Who are the main characters in 'Here Be Dragons'?

The main characters include King John of England, Llewelyn the Great, Prince of Wales, and Joanna,

King John's illegitimate daughter, whose lives and fates intertwine throughout the novel.

How accurate is Sharon Kay Penman's portrayal of history in 'Here Be
Dragons'?

Sharon Kay Penman is known for her meticulous research and historically accurate portrayals, and
'Here Be Dragons' is praised for its detailed and well-researched depiction of 12th and 13th century

England and Wales.

What themes are explored in 'Here Be Dragons'?

'Here Be Dragons' explores themes of power, loyalty, family, conflict between nations, and the

personal struggles of historical figures caught between duty and desire.

Additional Resources

1. The Sunne in Splendour by Sharon Kay Penman

This historical novel delves into the tumultuous Wars of the Roses, focusing on the life of Richard Ill.
Penman brings a richly detailed narrative that explores political intrigue, complex characters, and the
struggle for the English throne. Like "Here Be Dragons," it blends meticulous research with compelling

storytelling.

2. Falls the Shadow by Sharon Kay Penman

The sequel to "Here Be Dragons," this book continues the story of the Welsh and English royal



families during the 13th century. It delves deeper into the political and personal conflicts of the period,

maintaining Penman’s vivid historical detail and character depth.

3. When Christ and His Saints Slept by Sharon Kay Penman
This novel covers the Anarchy, a civil war in 12th-century England, focusing on King Stephen’s reign
and the struggle for the throne. Penman’s narrative is rich with political maneuvering, battles, and the

human drama behind historical events, similar in style to "Here Be Dragons."

4. The Winter King by Bernard Cornwell
The first book in the Warlord Chronicles trilogy, this novel reimagines the legend of King Arthur with
gritty realism and historical depth. It features intense battles, complex characters, and political intrigue,

making it a great companion to Penman’s historical epics.

5. Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
Set in 12th-century England, this sweeping epic follows the construction of a cathedral amidst war,
famine, and political turmoil. The novel combines richly drawn characters and historical events, evoking

a similar atmosphere to "Here Be Dragons."

6. The Queen’s Fool by Philippa Gregory
This novel explores Tudor England through the eyes of a young girl who becomes a fool in the court
of Queen Mary I. Gregory’s attention to historical detail and court intrigue offers a captivating narrative

akin to Penman’s storytelling.

7. Devil’s Brood by Sharon Kay Penman
The third book in Penman’s Plantagenet series, this novel focuses on the reign of King Henry Il and
the turbulent relationships within his family. It combines political drama, passion, and historical

accuracy, continuing the themes found in "Here Be Dragons."

8. Outlaw by Angus Donald
A gritty retelling of the Robin Hood legend set during the reign of King Richard the Lionheart. Donald’s

novel brings to life historical settings, political conflicts, and vibrant characters, resonating with the



adventurous spirit of "Here Be Dragons."

9. The Last Kingdom by Bernard Cornwell
This book begins the Saxon Stories series, portraying the Viking invasions of England through the
eyes of Uhtred, a Saxon noble raised by Danes. Its blend of historical detail, warfare, and personal

conflict makes it a compelling read for fans of historical fiction like Penman’s work.
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